
WARDROBE PLACE AND THE GREAT 
WARDROBE 

B Y L. B. ELLIS, M.A. 

T H I S paper is a confession of failure in that I have been unable 
to explain an inconspicuous mark in Wardrobe Place (Fig. i). 
I had hoped to connect it with the history of the site through the 
Great Wardrobe, which was here from 1361 until it was 
destroyed in the Great Fire; or with Baynard's Castle, which 
was close by; or to show that it was a boundary mark of the 
parish of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe. Instead of a solution 
I can only offer a digest of much pleasant reading, and I do so 
in the hopeful and unselfish spirit of one of the Greek epigrams: 
"I am the tomb of one shipwrecked; but sail thou; for even 
while we perished, the other ships sailed on over the sea."1 

WARDROBE PLACE 
Wardrobe Place may be entered from the south side of Carter 

Lane at No. 57; it was formerly called Wardrobe Court.2 

"The most picturesque bit of Restoration London as rebuilt 
after the Fire that is left to us is Wardrobe Place, Doctors 
Commons," wrote the late Walter G. Bell in these Transactions.3 

Only three of its old houses are left, Nos. 3, 4 and $4 (Fig. 2). 
Nos. 3 and 4 have been skilfully restored by the occupiers, who 
have thrown these two houses into one and, by removing the 
staircase of No. 3, have enlarged some of its rooms and have 
extended the staircase of No. 4. One of the rooms in No. 3 
has retained one of its china-cupboard recesses. Two additions 
have been made to the exterior: a modern rainwater-head and 
an iron object which was found on the premises and supposed 
to be a torch extinguisher. 

The mark in question is on the south elevation of No. 1, 
Wardrobe Place; it is below its most easterly second-floor 
window, on the part which extends over the entrance from 
Carter Lane. The charge on the shield has a rounded base and 
a tapering stem, with a short cross-piece or rim near the top; 
a flaw or mark on the shield makes it look like a battle-axe in 
the photograph. 

The first thought to arise on seeing this shield is that it 
represented some exalted owner of the site in times past. This 
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Fig. 3. T H E S I T E OF THE GREAT WARDROBE IN 1677. 
(Ogilby and Morgan) 
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suggestion, however, led nowhere, and it then seemed possible 
that, as the sign resembles a lace bobbin, it had once marked a 
department or factory of the Great Wardrobe, from which 
Wardrobe Place derives its name, in spite of the improbability 
that such a small object should have survived and been saved 
from the Great Fire. It is interesting to note that Mills set 
out one foundation in Carter Lane on 3rd March, 1669, for one 
Ridges, "being part of the old pallas belonging to the said 
Esqr. Ridges."5 There were certainly houses in this part of 
Carter Lane in 1677, as Ogilby and Morgan's map of that date 
shows an entrance between them leading into a vacant space on 
which is written, "The King's Wardrobe was here" (Fig. 3). 
Leeke's Exact Surveigh of the Streets, Lanes and Churches 
comprehended within the Ruines of the City of London in 1666 
shows a vacant space called "The Wardrobe."6 

In a Report of the Commissioners of the Treasury of 13th 
February, 1671, on the petition of Lord Buckhurst7 for a grant 
of the ground whereon the Great Wardrobe stood before the 
burning of London, it appeared that for a building lease for 
60 years it might yield about 5s. a foot fronting every way, 50 
feet in depth, which containing about 400 feet in front would 
amount to about £100 per annum.8 Later in the year there 
was a warrant for a grant to Charles, Lord Buckhurst, of the 
soil on which the Great Wardrobe formerly stood, with its. 
appurtenances, for the term of 99 years from the date thereof, 
at the rent of 5 nobles per annum.9 In 1720 Strype could record 
that the garden of the King's Great Wardrobe "is coverted into 
a large and square Court, with good Houses, and called Ward
robe Court."10 

As Fig. 3 shows, the Great Wardrobe lay north of Baynard's 
Castle between Carter Lane north, St. Andrew's Church south, 
Puddle Dock Hill11 west and Addle Hill east. The site is now 
occupied by the Rectory, Wardrobe Place, Wardrobe Terrace, 
etc.12 Between Nos. 4 and 5, Wardrobe Place, is a Corporation 
of London plaque with this inscription: "Site of/The King's/ 
Wardrobe13/Destroyed in the/Great Fire 1666." 

In this part of the parish of St. Andrew by Baynard's Castle 
(as the church was then called), to the east of the great convent 
of the Black Friars and not far north of Puddle Dock, which gave 
it access to the river, Sir John Beauchamp, younger son of Guy, 
Earl of Warwick, governor of Calais and a hero of Edward 
I l l ' s French wars, had built on his own land a spacious town 
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house, with shops and houses adjacent, giving on to a small 
square. After his death in 1360 his executors sold the whole 
site, mansion, shops, houses and square, to the King, who 
resolved to transfer to these roomy quarters the office of the 
Great Wardrobe. The removal was completed on 1st October, 
1361.1* Stow supplies some interesting details in his account 
of Castle Baynard Ward, though the last lines of the passage 
quoted below contain an inaccuracy (see later). 

Then is the king's Great Wardrobe: Sir John Beauchamp, knight of the 
Garter, Constable of Dover, Warden of the Sinke ports (son to Guido de 
Beauchampe, Earl of Warwicke), built this house, was lodged there, deceased 
in the year 1359, and was buried on the south side of the middle aisle of 
Paule's church. His executors sold the house to King Edward III , unto 
whom the parson of St. Andrewe's complaining that the said Beauchampe 
had pulled down divers houses, in their place to build the same house, where 
through he was hindered of his accustomed tithes, paid by the tenants of old 
time, granted him forty shillings by year out of that house for ever.15 King 
Richard I I I was lodged there in the second of his reign. 

In this house of late years is lodged Sir John Fortescue, knight, master of 
the wardrobe, chancellor and under-treasurer of the exchequer, and one of 
her majesty's most honourable privy council. The secret letters and writings 
touching the estate of the realm were wont to be enrolled in the king's ward
robe, and not in the chancery, as appeareth by the records.16 

THE GREAT WARDROBE. 
Before the purchase of Sir John Beauchamp's house, other 

houses in the City had been used by the Great Wardrobe. 
Among these was the messuage of the Bardi merchants in 
Lombard Street, which was bought by Edward III in 1328"; 
in the latter part of Edward II 's reign the Great Wardrobe 
occupied a house in Bassishaw,18 and in the fourth year of this 
reign (1311) the Mayor and Aldermen were ordered by writ of 
Privy Seal to deliver to Ingelard de Warlee, the Keeper of the 
King's Wardrobe, certain houses for the purposes of the King's 
Wardrobe.19 Its first home in London seems to have been in 
the Tower.20 After the Fire the office was removed outside the 
City, first to Buckingham Street in the Savoy, and later to 
Great Queen Street.21 It was abolished in 1782 by Burke's Act 
for Economical Reform. 

The plaque in Wardrobe Place commemorates the King's 
WTardrobe instead of the Great Wardrobe and, in so doing, 
perpetuates a mistake which, in the words of the late Professor 
Tout (from whose work much of this section is taken), "has at 
least the excuse of being a venerable one." He points out 
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that "a good historian, like Stow, knew that the place was 
really the king's great wardrobe, yet in connection with it he 
tells us that 'secret letters . . . were wont to be enrolled in the 
king's wardrobe,' though the great wardrobe had, of course, 
never been the place of such enrolment. A similar want of 
clarity made the keeper of the great wardrobe the 'wardrober' 
or 'the master of the wardrobe,' with his lodging still in 
Beauchamp's house."22 

The Wardrobe itself was a branch of the Exchequer for the 
receipt of monies and the disbursement of them in the personal 
expenditure of the Sovereign.23 In spite of its name the Great 
Wardrobe, in its origin and for the first century and a half of 
its history, was a department of the King's Wardrobe.24 The 
term "great" referred to the size and quantities of the goods 
stored, and not to the status of the office. These goods included 
furniture and equipment, tapestry and hangings for rooms, 
wearing apparel, cloth, silk, canvas, furs and the like.25 In 
the course of time the Great Wardrobe enlarged its functions 
and purchased, stored, repaired and made all sorts of arms and 
armour, tents, harness, saddles and other articles. Early in the 
14th century the arms and armour department became a 
separate institution, called the Privy Wardrobe of the Tower.26 

Beauchamp's old mansion and grounds were so roomy that 
they could accommodate much more than the Great Wardrobe 
office. The official residence of the Keeper or Master was there, 
and there was space to group round the central office some, at 
least, of the factories where some of the articles were made in 
which it dealt.27 After the Restoration of 1660 there were still 
800 workmen employed in the Wardrobe.28 A small colony of 
them lived in the precincts to carry out the manifold functions 
of the office: the knitting, spinning, weaving, lace-making, 
button-making, and silver-winding. All kinds of State clothes 
were there, and choice linen for the King's household.29 Pepys, 
however, recorded a lack of the last named on 2nd September, 
1667, when: 

After dinner comes in Mr. Townsend; and there I was witness of a horrid 
rating, which Mr. Ashburnham, as one of the Grooms of the King's Bed
chamber, did give him for want of linen for the King's person; which he swore 
was not to be endured, and that the King would not endure it, and that the 
King his father would have hanged his Wardrobe-man should he have been 
served so; the King having at this day no handkerchers, and but three bands 
to his neck, he swore. Mr. Townsend pleaded want of money, and the owing 
of the linen-draper £5,000; and that he hath of late got many things made— 
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beds, and sheets, and saddles, without money, and he can go no farther: but 
still this old man, indeed, like an old loving servant, did cry out for the 
King's person to be neglected. But, when he was gone, Townsend told me 
that it is the grooms taking away the King's linen at the quarter's end, as their 
fee, which makes this great want; for, whether the King can get it or no, they 
will run away at the quarter's end with what he hath had, let the King get 
more as he can. 

Some of the varied functions of the Great Wardrobe are 
illustrated in the following passages. The Keeper of the 
King's Wardrobe had the care of the robes of the Knights of the 
Garter.30 In May, 1432, he was instructed by the Privy Council 
to provide Alice Countess of Suffolk with the necessary robes 
when she had been granted the distinguished privilege of wearing 
the habit of the Order of the Garter.31 William, 5th Earl and 
afterwards 1st Duke of Bedford, was installed as Knight of the 
Garter on 3rd June, 1672. The material for the mantles or 
mantlings—fifteen yards at least of blue velvet, with white 
taffeta for lining, and the crimson velvet for the surcoat, came 
from the Wardrobe. Sometimes this department also supplied 
the crimson velvet to make the cushion on which the robes, 
collar and insignia were placed to be carried before the Knight 
Elect. At the death of a Knight, the Wardrobe awaited his 
robes, though sometimes it waited in vain, as they were often 
left as a legacy to a son or close friend.32 

On 13th February, 1668, Pepys recorded that "Tom Killigrew 
hath a fee out of the Wardrobe for cap and bells, under the title 
of the King's Fool or Jester." On 31st January, 1671, there was 
a warrant to the Master of the Great Wardrobe for payment to 
Dr. Wren, Surveyor-General of his Majesty's Works, of 
£12 15s. iod. for his livery due at All Saints last, and also for 
the allowance of several parcels for his livery at All Saints in 
every year during his life.33 

MASTERS OF THE GREAT WARDROBE. 

The Master or Keeper of the Great Wardrobe held an office of 
great antiquity and dignity. He was usually a personage of 
high political consideration, and subordinate to him were a 
comptroller, a patent clerk, and many other officers and serv
ants.34 King Henry VI granted many privileges to the Keeper 
of the Great Wardrobe, 
amongst others that no officer should have power to enter to make arrests, 
which grant was confirmed and enlarged by Queen Mary by letters patent, 
whereby the Wardrobe was made a body corporate for ever and a free place 
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exempt from the jurisdiction of the Corporation, and the Keeper of the Great 
Wardrobe was empowered to let the houses, etc., thereto belonging, and the 
tenants were exempted from paying all taxes and duties and from bearing any 
offices in the civil government and from being compelled to keep watch or 
ward, with divers other privileges, which were likewise confirmed by Queen 
Elizabeth and King James.36 

The last Master was Thomas, Lord Pelham, afterwards ist 
Earl of Chichester, who was appointed in 1775, as "the principal 
officers of the Great Wardrobe" were "utterly suppressed, 
abolished, and taken away" in 1782 by Burke's Act for Eco
nomical Reform (22 Geo. I l l cap. Ixxxii). This Act further 
"enacted and provided that whenever his Majesty shall be 
pieased to order for the use of his Majesty's palaces or any 
other house, any of such furniture or goods as were formerly 
under the direction of the office of the great wardrobe, or any 
such other work to be done as formerly was done by or under 
the direction of the said wardrobe, the same shall be done and 
executed (so far as regards the previous estimate and subsequent 
controul and account) in the manner by this act directed for 
works undertaken by the surveyor of the buildings."36 There 
is an echo of past glory at a coronation, when "the Armill and 
Robe Royal or Pall of cloth and gold shall be delivered by the 
Officer of the Great Wardrobe to the Dean of Westminster, and 
by him put upon the King, standing; the Lord Great Chamber
lain fastening the clasps."37 

Sir Edward Montagu, 1st Earl of Sandwich. 
When Sir Edward Montagu, ist Earl of Sandwich, went to 

the Great Wardrobe as Master in 1660, he found the official 
residence on St. Andrew's Hill ruinous and unfit for use and had 
to spend £1,200 during his first three years of office to make the 
house even "pretty pleasant."38 The place was the centre of 
varied life. Besides the workmen who lived in the precincts, 
there were children connected with some charity.39 Pepys 
mentions these children when he went on 21st June, 1660, 
"with my Lord to see the Great Wardrobe, where Mr. Townsend 
brought us to the governor of some poor children in tawny 
clothes, who had been maintained there these eleven years,40 

which put my Lord to a stand how to dispose of them; but he 
may have the house for his own use." 

The grounds and houses belonging to the Great Wardrobe 
were granted to the Earl of Sandwich as Master for his life, 
and after the Great Fire he was given compensation for them.41 
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Pepys recorded many visits to the Wardrobe, such as the 
following:— 

29 October 1660: I up early, it being my Lord Mayor's day,42 and neglecting 
my office, I went to the Wardrobe, where I met my Lady Sandwich and all 
the children. 

16 May 1661: To the Wardrobe, and there we found my Lord newly gone 
away with the Duke of Ormond and some others, whom he had had to a 
collation; and so we, with the rest of the servants in the hall, sat down, and 
ate of the best cold meats that ever I ate in all my life. 

22 May 1661: To the Wardrobe, where my Lord and all the officers of the 
Wardrobe dined, and several other friends of my Lord, a t a venison pasty.43 

24 July 1661: To the Wardrobe, but came too late and dined with the 
servants. 

13 August 1661: To the Wardrobe and found my young Lord very ill, so 
my Lady intends to send her other three sons, Sidney, Oliver, and John, to 
my house, for fear of the smallpox. 

On 2 7th November, 1660, Pepys '' found my Lord gone abroad 
to the Wardrobe, whither he do now go every other morning, 
and do seem to resolve to understand and look after the business 
himself." On 8th June, 1661, "my Lord . . . did tell me that 
he would have me go to Mr. Townsend, whom he had ordered 
to discover to me the whole mystery of the Wardrobe, and 
none else but me, and that he will make me deputy with him, 
for fear that he should die in my Lord's absence." 

The charge for the Wardrobe was upon the first-fruits of a 
diocese; when that did not answer, it was shifted to the hearth-
money. In Charles II's time it was impossible to get any 
money from the Treasury.44 To Lord Sandwich the Wardrobe 
had never been a very profitable affair: his old home there was 
destroyed in the Great Fire, and in 1668 the perquisites of the 
Master were cut down when, instead of an appropriation of the 
surplus, he was given a salary of £2,200, in compensation of all 
other ancient fees and allowances.45 Pepys's entries amplify 
these statements: 

On 20th December, 1662, "my Lord Sandwich and I walked together a 
good while . . ., he acquainting me with his late inquiries into the Wardrobe 
business to his content; and he tells me how things stand. And that the first 
year was worth about ^3,000 to him, and the next about as much; so that, 
a t this day, if he were paid, it will be worth about .£7,000 to him." On 15th 
July, 1664, Lord Sandwich told Pepys "that he hath now evened his reckon
ings at the Wardrobe till Michaelmas last, and hopes to finish it to Lady-day 
before he goes. He says now there is due, too, ^7,000 to him there, if he knew 
how to get paid." On 7th June, 1667, Pepys was "With Mr. Townsend, 
whom I sent for to come to me to discourse upon my Lord Sandwich's business; 
for whom I am in some pain, lest the Accounts of the Wardrobe may not be 
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in so good order as may please the new Lords Treasurers, who are quick-
sighted, and under obligations of recommending themselves to the King and 
the world, by their finding and mending of faults, and are, most of them, 
not the best friends to my Lord." On 2nd September, 1667, "By and by Sir 
G. Carteret, and Townsend, and I to consider of an answer to the Com
missioners of the Treasury about my Lord Sandwich's profits in the Wardrobe; 
which seem, as we make them, to be very small, not ^1,000 a year; but only 
the difference in measure a t which he buys and delivers out to the King, and 
then 6d. in the pound from the tradesmen for what money he receives for 
him; but this, it is believed, these Commissioners will endeavour to take 
away." 

Lord Sandwich's expenses may well have been heavy, to judge 
from his appearance at "the King's going from the Tower to 
Whitehall" on 22nd April, 1661, the eve of his coronation, when 
it was "impossible to relate the glory of this day, expressed in 
the clothes of them that rode, and their horses and horse-clothes. 
Among others, my Lord Sandwich's embroidery and diamonds 
were not ordinary among them."46 In the evening Lord 
Sandwich talked with Pepys "about his suit, which was made 
in France, and cost him £200, and very rich it is with embroid
ery."47 On Coronation Day Lord Sandwich carried the 
sceptre.48 

On another occasion (2nd January, 1668) Pepys recorded the 
King's disregard for economy: 

This day at Whitehall I overheard Sir W. Coventry propose to the King 
his ordering of [dealing with, directing] some particular thing in the Ward
robe, which was of no great value; but yet, as much as it was, it was of profit 
to the King and saving to his purse. The King answered to it with great 
indifferency, as a thing that it was no great matter whether it was done or no. 
Sir W. Coventry answered: " I see your Majesty do not remember the old 
English proverb, 'He that will not stoop for a pin, will never be worth a 
pound."' And so they parted, the King bidding him do as he would; which, 
methought, was an answer not like a king that did intend ever to do well. 

Ralph, 1st Duke of Montagu. 
Lord Sandwich very soon tired of the new arrangement and 

sold the office of Master to his cousin, Ralph Montagu,49 who 
held it from 1671 to 1685, and from 1689 until his death in 
1709. 

Ralph Montagu succeeded his father as Baron Montagu of 
Boughton in 1684; he was created Duke of Montagu in 1705, 
after the marriage of his son John with Mary, youngest daughter 
of the great Duke of Marlborough. In a letter dated 13th April, 
1672, to Lord Arlington from Paris, where he was ambassador, 
Ralph Montagu, hoping to be one of the Commissionaires of the 
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Prizes, wrote discontentedly about the bargain he had made 
with his cousin: 

At the return from my Ambassy, such a distinction would do me credit in 
the world; and methinks it is natural and lies fair enough that since his 
Majesty has done me the honour to employ me or trust me in many things 
relating to the war, tha t I should have some share in the employments it 
produceth; for as for my office in the Wardrobe, you know with what difficulty 
I purchased it, to save my credit and [at] home and abroad; and yet, as the 
matter is ordered it is so far from being a credit or advantage to me, that it 
has prejudiced me in both.60 

He did not, however, want to give up this post, judging by 
the following letter to him of 16th March, 1704, from Sarah, 
Duchess of Marlborough: 

Finding your Lordship so uneasy as you were t'other day at the proposal 
of exchanging your own life for your son's in the Great Wardrobe, and the 
apprehension I had, myself, tha t there was a possibility (in one case) that it 
might happen to your prejudice, I have done all I could to procure it, as I 
hope you will like, the Queen having at last consented that your son shall 
have the reversion of the Master (sic) of the Great Wardrobe for life, with the 
same appointments your Lordship now has, reserving only a power to herself, 
in all other particulars, to appoint such regulations as she may at any time 
think proper and necessary for her service, in the execution of the office.61 

In the following letter to her son-in-law's father, which was 
written from Windsor about 1706, the Duchess of Marlborough 
refused point blank to try for further advancement: 

I have received the honour of your Grace's letter by Lady Monthermer, and 
I think it so needless to make professions of my inclination to serve your 
Grace, or to assist my Lord Monthermer, in anything that is in my power, 
that I will not take up your time upon that subject. I will only say that 
there is so few employments, and so many to be gratified for the Queen's 
service, that I can't think of asking the Captain (sic) of the Yeomen of the 
Guards for my son-in-law, who has (in reversion) one of the best things the 
Queen has to give, and for his life.62 

John, 2nd Duke of Montagu. 
As the Duchess of Marlborough had arranged, her son-in-law, 

Lord Monthermer, became Master of the Wardrobe at his 
father's death and held this office until his own death. He 
succeeded his father as John, 2nd Duke of Montagu. He was 
Lord High Constable53 at the coronation of King George I and 
he bore the sceptre with the cross at the coronation of King 
George II. He was buried at Warkton, where the monuments 
of himself and his duchess are by Roubiliac.54 

Among the Buccleugh MSS. in Montagu House there is a series 
of amusing letters from Lord Tyrawley, British Ambassador 
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at Lisbon, to John, 2nd Duke of Montagu, as Keeper of the 
Great Wardrobe, in which the writer relates many personal 
anecdotes and criticizes the manners and customs of the 
Portuguese. The following extracts concern the Wardrobe; 
the first is dated 19th December, 1732; the second, 29th July, 
1735 •• 

I have in my house at Lisbon a great room, and a most noble one, that 
overlooks the whole town, the river and the sea a perte de vue . . .; in short, a 
great prospect. This room is 46 foot long, 20 foot broad, and 15 foot high; 
so that the room has a wall on one side of 46 foot; on the opposite side are four 
very large windows; les lambris between the windows are 6 foot and a half, 
and from the top of the window-case to the cornice is 4 and a half; and the 
end walls of consequence are the breadth of the room, and a slip of 46 foot 
long by 4J broad over the windows. This room few of my predecessors made 
use of, because it would cost a vast sum to furnish it; and, by what I can find, 
such of them as did furnish it, did it very scrubly (sic). Hitherto I have 
hung it with good tapestry hangings, which by the by were not my own, but 
lent me by a friend here, to whom they were pawned by the Vice-Roy of 
Goa; he some time ago redeemed his hangings, and my room is demolished. 

Now what I mean by all these particulars is, that in case it is possible for 
you to help me but with any of the old trumpery of the Great Wardrobe, 
you will vastly oblige me. Whether what I ask of you is practicable, I really 
can't say, or whether the old furniture is not the perquisite of your under-
officers; or what are your methods in the office, as you may imagine, I am quite 
a stranger to ; but upon the whole, if any such thing could be done, you would 
save me a great deal of money, for the house loses its whole beauty without 
that room. 

I have four other rooms of the same size, and the prospects as beautiful, 
but they are all furnished. One is my chapel, handsomely fitted up; another 
a library (cabinet de Monsieur, ou il depeche avec ses secretaires); the other 
la salle a manger, that opens to a terrace 60 foot long, that looks to the sea; 
and the fourth room is a billiard room. But this room, of which I have sent 
you the dimensions, lies so in the middle of the house, that if I shut it up, the 
whole house is spoiled. 

When I say my rooms are 15 foot high, I mean from the ground to the 
cornice; for they are vaulted rooms, and rise from the cornice several foot 
higher, with the vaults all painted in fresco, and very ill painted. I know I 
should not call them vaults, but I have forgot the other term; in short, like 
the great room below stairs a t Ditton. This I thought necessary to explain 
to you, for the honour of my rooms. If your Grace can equip me, Colonel 
Wilton, Dela Haye Street, Westminster, upon any message from you, will 
take care to send me the hangings.55 

They have now made me Plenipotentiary, which by the by I am sure they 
would not have done, only that I suppose Norris would not come abroad 
without being so, and they could not with any decency do it for him and 
leave me out. We are indeed joint and separate Plenipotentiaries, and I 
am told I shall continue so, after he goes home. A man should not brag of 
his own performances, but I may modestly say I have done great services to 
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the Ministers since I have been in Portugal, and upon very little reflection 
upon this country, they may know it. 

I think my Plenipotentiary powers give me a claim to a State (sic), though 
different from that of Ambassador; if any such thing is due to me out of the 
Great Wardrobe, pray, my Lord, send for Colonel Wilson, and put him in the 
way of making a proper demand of it, for I have a noble great room, and 
very handsomely furnished, that only wants such an ornament to make it 
complete. I have also a notion the King's picture is due to a Plenipotentiary; 
if so, I shall hope it comes likewise from your Office, and I should be very glad 
of the King's countenance; 'twas a shrewd saying.56 

ST. ANDREW BY THE WARDROBE. 

Wardrobe Place is in the parish of St. Andrew by the War
drobe, in Castle Baynard Ward. The northern boundary of 
the parish is formed by the part of Carter Lane which runs 
between St. Andrew's Hill (formerly Puddle Dock Hill) and 
Addle Hill. It therefore seemed possible that the mysterious 
mark might be a parish boundary mark and that its design 
might have something to do with the history of the parish.57 

O.S. Map 1894-6, vii, 65, does not, however, show a mark in 
this position, and the Rector, the Rev. V. C. Morton, has 
negatived this suggestion. 

The church of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe was burnt in the 
Great Fire and rebuilt (by Wren) in 1692. By the Act of 22 
Car. II, c. 11, entitled "An additional Act for the rebuilding of 
the City of London, uniting of parishes and rebuilding of the 
cathedral and parochial churches within the said City," the 
parishes of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe and St. Anne Black-
friars were united into one parish, and the church theretofore 
belonging to the said parish of St. Andrew was made the 
parish church of the said parish so united. The presentation 
to the rectory of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe is made altern
ately by the Mercers' Company and the inhabitants of the parish 
of St. Anne Blackfriars, being house-holders.58 

The name of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe was not the original 
name of the church. In 1279-80 it was called St. Andrew at 
Castle Baynard.59 It was the manorial church of Baynard's 
Castle, which it adjoined, and the boundaries of its parish were 
the same as those of the soke of the castle ;60 the FitzWalters 
were its patrons.61 

BAYNARD's CASTLE AND THE FITZWALTERS. 

The most illustrious of the FitzWalters was Robert, leader of 
the remonstrant barons against King John in 1215, under the 
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title of "Marshal of the Army of God and of Holy Church."6 2 

He was Baron of Dunmow in Essex, owner of Baynard ' s Castle 
in the City of London, and lord of a soke which embraced the 
whole of the parish of St . Andrew Castle Baynard . He was 
castellain and chief bannerer or banneret of London and was 
possessed in r ight of the soke and these offices of considerable 
privileges in peace and war, which were claimed by his grandson 
in 1303. 6 3 

Baynard 's Castle was destroyed in 1213 because of Rober t 
Fi tzWalter 's opposition to King John . In the third year of 
Edward I (1275) the second Rober t Fi tzWalter , grandson of the 
first, received licence from the Crown to transfer Baynard ' s 
Castle to Rober t Kilwardby, Archbishop of Canterbury, for 
the purpose of the foundation of the house and church of the 
Friars Preachers or Black Friars, provided always, t h a t by 
reason of this grant , nothing should be extinguished to him and 
his heirs which to his barony did belong.64 In the fourteenth 
year of Edward II (1321) the same Robert again pressed his 
claims to the ancient privileges and franchises appendant to 
Baynard 's Castle, s ta t ing t ha t in the t ime of Edward I he had 
disposed of Baynard ' s Castle, bu t had especially reserved to 
himself all r ights in vir tue of the said castle and barony to him 
belonging; though he very considerately added tha t he was 
quite ready to disclaim all right and title to drown trai tors a t 
Wood-wharf.65 I t may, however, be concluded t h a t the 
citizens of London strenuously and successfully resisted these 
claims, as in the 21st year of Edward I I I (1347) it was reported 
to the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty in the Guildhall of 
London assembled t h a t Sir John Fi tzWalter claimed to have 
franchises in the ward of Castle Baynard wholly repugnant to 
the liberties of the City, and to the prejudice of the es ta te of the 
King, and of the liberties of the City aforesaid; whereupon it 
was agreed by the same tha t the said John had no franchise 
within the l iberty of the City aforesaid, nor was in future to 
intermeddle with any plea in the Guildhall of London, or with 
any mat te rs touching the liberties of the City.66 Thus in all 
probabil i ty came to an end the extraordinary rights and privi
leges once enjoyed within the walls of the City of London by 
the powerful family of FitzWalter .6 7 

The arms of F i tzWal te r are or, a fesse between two chevrons 
gules. They m a y be seen on the shield and horse-clothes on 
Rober t Fi tzWalter ' s seal in the British Museum.6 8 The ancient 
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barony of FitzWalter continued uninterruptedly from 1295 to 
1756. On 30th September, 1924, the abeyance was determined 
in favour of Henry FitzWalter Plumtre, who then became 20th 
Baron, but since his death in 1932, the succession has not been 
established. 

A new Baynard's Castle was built in 1428, east of the old 
site, on Thames side. It was burnt in the Great Fire and the 
remains were converted into buildings and wharfs." A City of 
London plaque at 12-13, Upper Thames Street marks the site. 
In Stow's time it belonged to the Earl of Pembroke. 
. William Herbert, K.G., 1st Earl of Pembroke, who married 

as his first wife Anne, sister of Queen Katherine Parr, obtained 
the rich estates belonging to the abbey of Wilton in Wiltshire; 
in 1546 he became Keeper of Baynard's Castle, which was 
granted to him in 1551 and which became the London residence 
of the Earls of Pembroke until the Great Fire of 1666.70 The 
first Earl of Pembroke was one of the most powerful noblemen 
of his time. He raised a body of 300 horse for the special 
service of the Crown and rode to his mansion of Baynard's 
Castle in great state on 17th February, 1552-3, at their head, 
"of which 100 of them were gentlemen in plain blue cloth, with 
chains of gold and badges of a dragon on their sleeves."71 

Baynard's Castle subsequently became the residence of the 
Earls of Shrewsbury, with whom the Earls of Pembroke were 
connected by marriage.72 

The Herbert crest is a green wyvern. To judge from its 
style, Green Dragon Inn, St. Andrew's Hill, which was pulled 
down in 1896, must have dated from immediately after the 
Great Fire.73 Considering the connection between the name of 
this inn with the Earls of Pembroke, it seemed reasonable to 
wonder if the mark in Wardrobe Place might refer to the same 
noble family, but this line of enquiry also led to nothing. 

The problem presented by the mark in Wardrobe Place 
remains, therefore, unsolved. The writer of this paper has 
given "great argument About it and about, but evermore Came 
out by the same door where in I went," and can but repeat the 
exhortation in the first paragraph: "Sail thou." 
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