A SILVER FINGER-RING FROM WINCHESTER WHAREF,
SOUTHWARK

by
Martin Henig

The ring came to light in 1972 on the Thames foreshore at Winchester Wharf, on the
south side of the Thames between London Bridge and Southwark Bridge.!

Although there are no stratigraphical indications of date, the form of the piece and the
device engraved on its bezel are characteristic of the Roman period. A band of silver
expands from c. 3mm at the narrowest point to 8mm at the shoulders. These are not very
pronounced and the form of the ring is basically that of a circle, slightly flattened
(internal measurements, width 18mm; height 16mm; external measurements, width
21mm; height 19mm). Simple rings of this type are not likely to be later than the middle
of the second century A.D.2

A stylised branch is engraved in intaglio on the flat, ovoid bezel (dimensions, 1 Imm by
8mm). This would have been identified as a palm-spray if it were not for the pellets
(perhaps representing fruit or berries) at the ends of the projections.3 A number of rings
are published which depict virtually identical branches.*

It should be pointed out that the exact type, at least as a signet-device, has not
previously been recorded from Britain. A gold ring found near the church of All Hallows,
Lombard Street, bears an incised palm of normal type, and other palms are recorded
from elsewhere in Britain.5

In these cases the motif must signify success and victory in some enterprise, and it is
tempting to invoke the same quasi-amuletic function here, even if the plant may be a bay
or an olive rather than a palm.6
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