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In the corpus of Hallstatt bronze swords published by Cowen1 there is noted an 
example of a Giindlingen type from the River Thames which was bought at a sale in 
Shrewsbury. Cowen based his identification on the British Association Card Catalogue of 

Fig. 1. Bronze sword from the Thames, now in Grosvenor Museum, Chester (1:4). 
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Bronze Implements now housed in the British Museum, presumably because the sword was 
in private possession. Since then the owner has presented the sword to the Grosvenor 
Museum, Chester. Further examination shows that it does not belong to the true series of 
Gundlingen swords and it would seem important to republish it here (Fig. 1). 

When the sword was given to the Grosvenor Museum it had a modern hilt on it. This hilt 
must have been added before 1923, and its removal has revealed part of a 19th century label 
on which 'Thames' can be clearly read. Unfortunately the tang has been drilled to take a 
modern hilt, and this has meant that the size and configuration of the rivets are uncertain. It 
would appear that the top of the tang has been missing since antiquity. The surface of the 
tang shows the original patination and when the modern hilt was added the blade was 
probably re-patinated and filed flatter. 

The sword certainly does bear a resemblance to the bronze Hallstatt Gundlingen sword, 
but it also has similarities with Cowen's 'Thames' type of sword and some swords of the 
'Ewart Park' type. This demonstrates the difficulties encountered when trying to classify 
Late Bronze Age swords. The Grosvenor Museum's sword does have some 'Hallstatt' 
features, such as fairly marked ricassi and the normal blade cross-section. However, the 
blade is wide, lacking the normal Gundlingen proportions and the width of the tang is 
atypical. More importantly, the sword falls outside the size range associated with Gundlingen 
bronze swords. In its present state the sword is 553mm in length and it is unlikely to have 
exceeded 590mm in length. Typical continental examples of Gundlingen swords range 
between 660mm and 805mm and nearly all complete examples are more than 700mm 
long.2 

The sword would certainly fall within the range of Cowen's 'Thames' type, which he 
describes as 'late Ewart' and considers to have come under the influence of the Hallstatt 
Gundlingen sword.3 'Thames' swords range from about 486mm to about 650mm, so that 
this example comes well within this range, but many, of them do appear to be shorter. The 
classification of the 'Thames' group of swords does not appear to be satisfactory. They show 
a very wide range of blade shape, a variety of tang terminals and while some have ricassi, 
others do not. It is extremely hard to detect any precise differentiation between them and the 
larger grouping of 'Ewart Park' swords. The sword under discussion belongs to this 
borderline area of classification, and though lacking the terminal to the hilt which might be a 
diagnostic feature, it shares many 'Ewart Park' characteristics. Because this sword was found 
in the Thames Valley we may well incline towards calling it an example of the 'Thames' 
type, but if it had been found elsewhere in England it would probably have been classified as 
'Ewart Park'. 

The problem of classification arises because, with the exception of Eogan's corpus of Irish 
swords,4 only a very small number of 'Ewart Park' swords have been published. This makes 
definition of the type and sub-groupings within it difficult. The extent of the influence of 
Hallstatt Gundlingen swords on the 'Ewart Park' sword series has been the source of some 
contention. Schauer has suggested that the 'Bexley Heath7'Thames' swords5 are precursors 
to the 'Gundlingen' type, though this is not accepted by Champion.6 The writer has 
suggested7 that nearly all 'Ewart Park' swords show Hallstatt influence, either in the rivet 
configurations, the blade cross-section or the ricassi, but one would not venture to suggest 
that the 'Thames' type are early in the series. 
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The problem of the chronological position of 'Ewart Park' swords must for the time being 
wait until they have been subjected to wider survey, but it is hoped that the publication of 
this further bronze sword from the Thames may hint at some of the current problems of 
classification. 
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