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In going through the metal artifacts of 
Roman date in the Salisbury Museum'^ a 
remarkably fine military apron terminal 
was noticed in the Pitt-Rivers Collection 
recently acquired by the Museum. The 
label attached to it states that it comes 
from 'Excavations in the City of London' 
(Ace. No. 3M 6A 27). Although this 
object does not have an attractive appear
ance, probably through being retrieved 
from a burnt deposit, it has an unusual 
feature, apart from its quality, in that the 
domed stud is still attached, whereas in 
many cases this has become detached and 

Fig. 1 A Roman military object from London 
(I / I ) . 

lost. Complete mounts are rare and of one 
from Richborough where the stud is still 
in position, only half survives^. An apron 
terminal comes from Verulamium where 
the stud has become detached^, thinner 
and inferior examples are common from 
Aislingen'*, Rheingonheim^ etc. The Lon
don example is of finer quality than the 
usual thin strip types with their rather 
perfunctory niello decoration. All the 
other pieces have the usual silvered finish 
but on the one under discussion there are 
traces of gilt on the stud. Better quality 
of equipment does not necessarily signify 
a difference in units since it is evident from 
the decorated dagger scabbards® that men 
were able to improve the quality of their 
equipment and even add decorative studs 
and mounts'. 

The Pitt-Rivers object is yet another to 
add to the growing collection of military 
equipment of the Claudian period found 
in London® and which would appear to 
support the suggestion that there was a 
fort on the N. bank of the Thames. 
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7. Tacitus informs us {Hist., 57) that the soldiers on the Rhine in support of been found. It seems unlikely that pkalaras here means, as some have 
Vitellius contributed their Belts, decorations and silver ornaments from assumed, military awards given for acts of valour, 
their armour {balteos pkalerasque, insignia armorum argento) which may imply 8. Those found up to 1969 are listed in Arch. J. 115 (1960), 84-6, Nos I3&-
that some of the equipment was solid silver, although no examples have 159. 


