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Location: 39 Raynsford Road, Great Whelnetham, Suffolk
District: St Edmundsbury
Grid Ref.: TL 8792 6032
Planning Ref.: DC/13/0584/FUL
HER No.: WLG034 (Event number ESF22528)
OASIS Ref.: 195537
Client: Abbey Developments Ltd
Dates of Fieldwork: 19 November 2014

Summary
An archaeological evaluation by trial trench was conducted by NPS Archaeology
for Architectural Solutions on behalf of Abbey Developments on land at 39
Raynsford Road, Great Whelnetham, Suffolk. The evaluation was carried out
ahead of building works to erect a single-storey dwelling.
The evaluation consisted of one 1.80m-wide trench. The intended 20m length of
the trench could not be completed because of various live services in the
stipulated location. The excavated c. 10.00m-long portion of the trench showed
extensive modern disturbance from the excavation and recent backfilling of a
pond, and disturbance by a disused cable trench. Excavation down to the natural
geology revealed no archaeological remains in this heavily disturbed and
developed area of housing.
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INTRODUCTION
Figure 1

1 A trial trench evaluation was carried out ahead of works to build a single-storey
dwelling at 39 Raynsford Road, Great Whelnetham, Suffolk. The evaluation
consisted of a single trench of 10.00m x 1.80m on the 0.02ha site, restricted in
length because of live services.

2 This plot is located within an area previously defined as a large Roman settlement
with a concomitant high potential for the presence archaeology at the site.

3 This work was undertaken to fulfil planning requirements set by St Edmundsbury
District Council (DC/13/0584/FUL) and a Brief issued by Suffolk County Council
Archaeology Service (Brudenell 2013). The work was conducted in accordance
with a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by NPS Archaeology (Page
2014). This work was commissioned by Architectural Solutions and funded by
Abby Developments Ltd

4 The programme of work was designed to assist in defining the character and
extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed development area,
following guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department
for Communities and Local Government 2012). The results will enable decisions to
be made by the Local Planning Authority about the treatment of any
archaeological remains found.

5 The site archive is currently held by NPS Archaeology and on completion of the
project will be deposited with Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service
following the relevant policies on archiving standards.
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Figure 1. Site location. Scale 1:5000
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GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Geology
Underlying bedrock

6 Geological basal deposits are chalk made up of Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation,
Seaford Chalk Formation, Newhaven Chalk Formation and Culver Chalk
Formation. This sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 71–94 million years
ago in the Cretaceous Period within a local environment previously dominated by
warm chalk seas (British Geological Survey 1985).
Superficial deposits

7 The superficial deposits are made up of Head-clay, silt, sand and gravel. These
superficial deposits formed up to 3 million years ago in the Quaternary Period
within a local environment previously dominated by sub-aerial slopes. Sub-aerial
slopes are formed from material accumulated by down-slope movements including
landslide, debris flow, solifluction, soil creep and hill wash (British Geological
Survey 1991).
Natural geology

8 The natural geology at the evaluation site consisted of a mid-yellow-brown clay-
rich sand. This contained moderate well-sorted flints and erratics ranging from
small to large in size. There were also occasional patches of bright yellow sandy
gravels.
Subsoil

9 The subsoil measured 0.20m deep at the south end of the trench, increasing to
0.50m deep at the north end. It consisted of very dark yellow-brown clay-rich silt
with frequent small- to medium-sized erratics and flints. The deposit was heavily
disturbed by modern features, by other recent disturbance caused by landscaping
changes to the garden, as well as by previous laying of services to houses either
side of the plot.
Topsoil

10 The topsoil averaged 0.25m deep. It consisted of dark grey-black sandy loam. It
contained frequent modern organic material such as roots and vegetable matter,
along with modern inorganic items such as brick and fragments of concrete
paving.

Topography
Location

11 The development site is located in the Raynsford Road housing area of Great
Welnetham village in Suffolk. It comprises a plot of land c. 0.02ha in area that lies
at approximately 49.00m OD. The plot slopes gently from south–north within a
fairly level triangle of land formed between the River Lark to the northwest and a
tributary stream to the northeast, both of which flow north. To the south there are
enclosed arable fields.
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Boundaries
12 The south edge of the site is bordered by Raynsford Road. To both east and west

the site is bordered by single-storey dwellings (41 and 39 Raynsford Road
respectively), and their associated gardens. The west boundary has only recently
been established as part of the development of the site; previously, it was part of
the garden belonging to 39 Raynsford Road. The north of the site is bordered by
the gardens of a dwelling known as ‘Woodford’.
Land-use

13 At the time of excavation the southwest corner of the site was occupied by a
mature evergreen tree and large mature shrubs. There was a south–north
concrete driveway leading off Raynsford Road to a brick garage situated
approximately half-way along, and forming part of, the east boundary to the site.
The northwest corner of the site was made up of a fairly level and recently
grassed-over former pond and patio area.
Services

14 An east–west foul drain crossed the middle of the development site, and between
this and Raynsford Road a number of other services entered the area, crossing
the south part of the site to the dwelling bordering the west side.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Suffolk Historic Environment Record
15 A search of the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (SHER) for sites of

archaeological and historical relevance to the proposed development site returned
a total of 44 records. These comprise 28 monument records, 3 events, 1
scheduled monument, and 12 listed buildings within a 1km radius of the
development site centred on grid reference TL 8792 6032.

16 None of the listed buildings nor the scheduled monument, which lays in the
adjacent village of Little Welnetham 1km distant from the development site, have
any impact upon the archaeological evaluation and they are not considered any
further in this document.

17 The three events noted from the SHER search all returned negative evidence.
Two are in the south extent of the search area and the third is c. 130m to the
northwest of the development site.

18 Of the remaining 28 records returned by the SHER search, two are outline records
only, with no further information given, and so are not considered below.

19 References in the following text with the prefix SHER are cited from Suffolk
Historic Environment Record; all SHER data are copyright of Suffolk County
Council.

Archaeological and Historical Evidence
Prehistoric evidence

20 There are two records pertaining to the prehistoric period: WLG024, which
consists of lithics and animal bone, and WLL008, which consists of Hoxnian
interglacial deposits.
Roman evidence

21 There are seven records that relate to the Roman period. These consist of
WLG002–WLG005, WLG007, WLG018, WLG019. They include a cremation urn,
two inhumations, a pottery kiln and over 600 coins. The archaeological features
and finds described by these records come from a very small area known locally
as Sicklesmere. They indicate that there was a Roman settlement in this area and
that the development site is potentially sited within its possible boundaries.
Anglo-Saxon evidence

22 There is just one record containing evidence of Anglo-Saxon activity, MSF18006,
which describes a find of lead.
Medieval evidence

23 Four records relate to medieval evidence. These include WLL002, which is the
remains of a circular stone structure. WLL004, WLG006 relate to the churches of
St Mary Magdalene and St Thomas a Becket. Record WLG001 relates to the
surviving part of the moat of Great Whelnetham Hall.
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Post-medieval evidence
24 There are six records for the post-medieval period: WLL007, WLG009, WLG010,

WLG029, WLG Misc, RBK016. Together, these records demonstrate the
development of the area during the post-medieval period and include evidence for
kilns, a mill, a toll house, a bridge across the River Lark and a park created at
Rushbrooke.
World War Two and Modern evidence

25 There are three records for the period of World War Two: WLG031, WLG032,
WLG033. These relate to three pillboxes (two type-22 and one type-27), that are
all still extant in the landscape.
Undated Evidence

26 There are three undated records. RBK007 shows an earthwork consisting of a
concentric ring-ditch or circular enclosure. RBK008 shows as a cropmark of a
possible ring-ditch or circular enclosure. WLG021 relates to two undated post-
holes.
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METHODOLOGY
Figure 2

27 The objective of the evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible
within the limits of the excavated trial trenches the presence or absence, location,
nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of any surviving
archaeological deposits at the development area.

28 The Brief required that a single trench 20.00m x 1.80m be excavated. This
equated to c. 5.5% of the c. 0.02ha site.

29 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision by
a wheeled JCB-type excavator equipped with a toothless ditching bucket.

30 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal-detector. All
metal-detected and hand-collected finds other than those that were obviously
modern were retained for inspection.

31 Environmental samples were not taken.
32 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using NPS Archaeology

pro forma. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate
scales. Colour digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits
where appropriate.

33 The temporary benchmark used during the course of this work was transferred
from an Ordnance Survey benchmark with a value of 50.10m OD, located on the
road at the junction of Raynsford Road and Stanningfield Road.

34 Site conditions were poor, with the work taking place in wet and overcast
conditions.
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Figure 2. Position of trial trench. Scale 1:250
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RESULTS
Trench 1

Plate 1. Trench 1, post-excavation

Plate 1 Figure 2
Location
Orientation North–south

Dimensions
Length 9.80m

Width 1.80m

Depth North end 0.75m, south end
0.45m

Levels
North top 48.10m OD

South top 48.81m OD

Discussion
It was not possible to excavate the entire length of the trench due to the intrusion of modern
service cables, pipes and drains towards the south end. The section that was excavated,
(9.80m) showed a heavily disturbed area that had previously been excavated for a pond and
subsequently backfilled. The trench contained modern debris such as brick, concrete fragments
and fragments of paving stones, along with items of modern household rubbish.
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CONCLUSIONS
35 The SHER evidence points to a Roman settlement at this point between the river

Lark and its tributary, and that the development site is possibly positioned in the
central area of the settlement.

36 The SHER records also provide clues to the development of the area from
medieval times to the 20th century.

37 However, the excavation of the trench at the development site revealed no
remaining archaeological features or deposits at this point. It is likely that this is
due to extensive modern disturbance and excavation down to natural geology by
modern landscaping and building works.

38 Recommendations for mitigation work (if required based on the evidence
presented in this report) will be made by Suffolk County Council Archaeological
Service.
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