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Location: Runham Road, Stokesby Norfolk
District: Broadland
Grid Ref.: 643355,310536
Planning Ref.: n/a
HER No.: ENF133682
OASIS Ref.: 196748
Client: Anglian Water Services Ltd
Dates of Fieldwork: 7–8 July 2014

Summary
An archaeological watching brief was conducted by NPS Archaeology for Anglian
Water Services Ltd during groundworks associated with the construction of a
pumping station at Runham Road, Stokesby in Norfolk.
No archaeological features were observed during the monitoring of groundworks
associated with the pumping stations construction and no artefacts were
recovered.
Based on these findings it appears probable that medieval and post-medieval
artefacts recovered close to the site by previous metal-detecting were the result of
chance losses or of the agricultural practice of spreading arable fields with
domestic waste (manure).
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INTRODUCTION
Figure 1

1 The construction of the Stokesby S101a Sewerage Scheme Pumping Station at
Runham Road, Stokesby Norfolk required archaeological monitoring of the
groundworks due to its location close to the parish church and the centre of the
modern village. The total size of the development area was 1450m2.

2 The work was undertaken to fulfil planning requirements set by Anglian Water
Services Ltd and a Generic Brief issued by Norfolk Historic Environment Service
(NHES). The work was conducted in accordance with a Project Design and
Method Statement prepared by NPS Archaeology (Page 2014). The work was
commissioned and funded by Anglian Water Services Ltd.

3 The programme of work was designed to assist in defining the character and
extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed development area,
following guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department
for Communities and Local Government 2012). The results will enable decisions to
be made by the Local Planning Authority about the treatment of any
archaeological remains found.

4 The site archive is currently held by NPS Archaeology and on completion of the
project will be deposited with Norfolk Museums Service following relevant policies
on archiving standards.
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GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
5 The underlying geology consists of Quaternary period diamicton of the

Happisburgh Glacigenic Formation above Quaternary and Neogene Crag Group
sands and gravels.1

6 The site occupies a gentle west-facing slope at a height of c. 3.00m OD. It lies
250m west of the parish church and 200m northeast of the river Bure. Stokesby is
9.50km northwest of Great Yarmouth and 3.00km east of Acle. At the time of the
work the site was an arable field.

1 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
7 The primary source for archaeological evidence in the county of Norfolk is the

Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER), which details archaeological
discoveries and sites of historical interest. In order to characterise the likely
archaeological potential of the watching brief site, data was collated from NHER
records within a 500m radius of grid reference TG 43355 10536. This search
returned 18 individual records including monuments, find spots and buildings.

8 Data obtained from the NHER provides the main source of information given in
this Section, with further details supplied from historic maps viewed at Norfolk
County Council’s online Map Explorer.2 The records are summarised below by
historical period.

9 References in the following text with the prefix NHER are cited from Norfolk
Historic Environment Record; all NHER data are copyright of Norfolk Historic
Environment Service/Norfolk County Council.

10 Individual contributors to the NHER records consulted are acknowledged here:
S. Ashley, Heritage Environment Service, 2012
E. Bales, Norfolk Landscape Archaeology, 2009
A. Beckham, Heritage Environment Service, 2012–13
A. Cattermole, Norfolk Landscape Archaeology, 2006/Heritage Environment Service, 2011
E. Darch, Heritage Environment Service, 2011
V. Fryer, Norwich Castle Museum, 1997
H. Hamilton, Norfolk Landscape Archaeology, 2008
A. Rogerson, Norfolk Landscape Archaeology, 1995, 2004–10/Heritage Environment Service, 2011
E. Rose, Norfolk Archaeological Unit, 1978, 1982, 1987/Norfolk Landscape Archaeology, 1998–9
S. Tremlett, National Mapping Programme, 2007
P. Watkins, Heritage Environment Service, 2013–14

Prehistoric
11 Evidence for the prehistoric period in the 500m-radius of the pumping station

watching brief is drawn from field surface collections of artefacts and study of crop-
marks showing on aerial photographs.

12 The closest prehistoric finds to the watching brief site are a group of worked flints
from 200m to the north (NHER 51558). Approximately 280m east of the current
site, worked flints were picked up during metal-detecting activity (NHER 31480).
Field surface collections 350m northeast of the new pumping station include
worked flint flakes, scrapers, a core, a piercer, fabricator and burnt flint, as well as
Iron Age pottery (NHER 48942). A Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age flint button
scraper was found 580m northwest of the pumping station site (NHER 56110).

13 Prehistoric flints and pottery dating to the Palaeolithic–Iron Age were found 560m
northeast of the development site (NHER 41010). Field boundaries visible on
aerial photographs show a field system that may date from the Iron Age–Roman

2 http://www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/
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period, as they appear very similar to co-axial field systems identified in the vicinity
at Beighton/Cantley, Freethorpe/Reedham and Freethorpe/Halvergate.

14 Field boundaries and at least one possible trackway of unconfirmed date are
visible as crop-marks on aerial photographs 600m north of the watching brief site
(NHER 13011). They are believed to represent more than one phase of activity,
and may date to the Iron Age–Roman period, as they appear very similar to co-
axial field systems identified elsewhere in this part of Norfolk at Beighton/Cantley,
Freethorpe/Reedham and Freethorpe/Halvergate.

Roman
15 Finds of Roman-period date have been gathered in the vicinity of the watching

brief from the surface of fields and from ploughsoil by metal-detectorists. Roman
pottery was found 200m north of the development site (NHER 51558), and pottery,
tile, possible window glass, coins and a Dolphin brooch were collected 350m to
the northeast (NHER 48942).

16 The site of a small Roman settlement lies 560m northeast of the pumping station
(NHER 41010). Finds from this site include pottery, tegulae, roof tile, flue tile,
coins, brooches, and other metalwork such as an Iron Age or Roman terret and a
fragment of a copper-alloy rod thought to be related to Roman ’barbarous radiate’
coin manufacture. ‘Barbarous radiates’ were carelessly made copies (not
forgeries) of Roman coinage minted in the later third century AD.

Anglo-Saxon
17 Finds and records of Anglo-Saxon material are less common in the 500m-radius of

the watching brief site. Early and Late Saxon pottery sherds were among objects
found during metal-detecting 280m to the east (NHER 31480). A lozengiform
open-work Borre-style brooch is known from the same location. Middle Saxon
pottery sherds and Late Saxon metal objects, including a Late Saxon strap end,
were found on the site of the small Roman settlement 560m east of the pumping
station (NHER 41010).

Medieval
18 A large quantity of medieval material has been collected from fields in the vicinity

of the site during the last decade. Much of this material has been recovered by
metal-detectorists.

19 Metal-detecting in the same field as the watching brief produced medieval coins,
undated casting waste, medieval lead weights, a book mount, a strap-end, a
medieval/post-medieval possible apothecary weight, a buckle and a cloth seal
(NHER 56998). Approximately 200m north of the pumping station medieval pottery
sherds, metal objects and roof tile were collected (NHER 51558). Medieval pottery
and a strap fitting, and a medieval or early post-medieval purse frame were among
objects found 280m east of the watching brief site (NHER 31480).

20 Medieval pottery, coins, a jetton, buckles, a harness mount, spindle whorls and
weights were recovered 350m northeast of the development area (NHER 48942).
Two medieval buckles, a coin and a seal matrix were found 550m to the southeast
(NHER 33154). Medieval pottery sherds, coins; a jetton, buckles, a strap-end,
weights, harness mounts and pendants, as well as medieval/post-medieval
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copper-alloy vessel fragments were found on the site of the small Roman
settlement 560m northeast of the pumping station (NHER 41010). Medieval
pottery sherds were collected 580m northwest of the watching brief site (NHER
56110).

21 St Andrew’s church, 210m east of the pumping station, has a 13th-century west
tower, a 14th-century nave and 15th-century alterations (NHER 8623).

Post-Medieval
22 Evidence for the post-medieval period within 500m of the watching brief site

derives from metal-detector searches, standing buildings and historical maps.
Metal-detecting in the same field as the development recovered a post-medieval
token and other metal objects (NHER 56998). The metal finds included undated
casting waste, lead weights and a post-medieval back-plate for a furniture handle
and a buckle frame. Approximately 200m to the north, post-medieval pottery
sherds and metal objects were found (NHER 51558). Post-medieval pottery and a
medieval or early post-medieval purse frame were amongst objects found 280m
east of the current site (NHER 31480).

23 Finds, including post-medieval buckles, a Jew’s harp, a powder flask, a steelyard
weight, a thimble and a musket ball were collected 560m northeast of the pumping
station (NHER 41010). Post-medieval pottery, coins, a spindle whorl and a weight
were retrieved from a field 350m northeast of the watching brief site (NHER
48942). Further post-medieval pottery sherds were collected 580m northwest of
the development site (NHER 56110).

24 An impressive number of 18th-century buildings are still standing in the vicinity of
the pumping station. ‘Bure Reach’, formerly ‘Glebe Farm’, 170m to the south, is an
early 18th-century brick house with a thatched roof (NHER 8624). Two arched
stone doorways may have been reused, and may date to the medieval period. The
barn northeast of ‘Ferry Inn’, 200m west of the watching brief site, is an early 18th-
century brick building with a thatched roof (NHER 42903). The ‘Thatched House’,
280m to the northwest, is a mid-18th-century brick house with a thatched roof
(NHER 42906). The barn east of ‘Bure Reach’ is a late 18th-century brick barn
with a thatched roof (NHER 42902). Martinstaithe and Staithe House, 260m west
of the pumping station, is an 18th-century house built in two phases (NHER
42905).

25 Several structures of 19th-century date are also known nearby. Trett’s Mill, 425m
west of the watching brief site, is an early 19th-century corn tower mill that was in
use until 1916 (NHER 8614). A two-room school built in 1876 lies 70m west of the
current development; it is in an unusual style with half-hipped gables over double
windows (NHER 55176). It has been used as a village hall since 1981. The Old
School House, 75m northwest of the pumping station is an L-shaped teacher’s
house in red brick with a slate roof with decorative red ridge tiles, probably built in
1876 (NHER 55177).

26 The site of a ferry crossing depicted on Faden’s map of 1797 and the Ordnance
Survey First Edition map of 1837-8 lies 260m west of the pumping station (NHER
51544). No ferry operates at this location today.
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Maps
27 The 1840 Tithe Award map shows the development site lying within a large field

bounded by Filby Road to the north, Runham Road to the south and west, and the
church to the east.3 The church is accessed from a track leading north from
Runham Road.

28 The c. 1885 First Edition Ordnance Survey map shows that the field has been
divided by an east–west track leading from the church to Runham Road, and a
rectory has been built to the north of the church.4

3 http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/
4 http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/
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METHODOLOGY
29 The objective of the watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible

the presence or absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and
significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

30 The Brief required that all groundworks be monitored.
31 Machine excavation was carried out by a wheeled 16-tonne hydraulic 360˚

excavator.
32 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal-detector. All

metal-detected and hand-collected finds other than those that were obviously
modern were retained for inspection.

33 No environmental samples were taken as no archaeological deposits were
exposed.

34 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using NPS Archaeology
pro forma. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate
scales. Monochrome and digital photographs were taken of all relevant features
and deposits where appropriate.

35 Site conditions were good, with the work taking place in fine weather.
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RESULTS
Plate 1
Figure 2

36 Within the bounds of the development site, the only groundworks for the pumping
station was the excavation of a large foundation trench in the northeast corner.
This was excavated on 7–8 July 2014, and measured 6.50 x 5.00m x c. 2.50m
deep. The sides of the trench were battered, giving an area at the surface of 11.50
x 10.00m. The west part of the trench clipped the edge of the current roadside
ditch.

37 The stratigraphy exposed by the trench consisted of 0.40m of dark brown sandy
clay topsoil with occasional flint gravel, above 0.50m of mid-greyish brown sandy
clay subsoil with rare flint gravel.

38 No archaeological features or deposits were revealed by the excavation, and no
archaeological finds were recovered.

Plate 1: Trench excavation, facing northeast
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CONCLUSIONS
39 The results of the watching brief at the Stokesby S101a Sewerage Scheme

Pumping Station at Runham Road were negative. Although previous metal-
detecting in the same field as the watching brief had recovered a number of
medieval and post-medieval artefacts, no evidence of surviving archaeological
features recorded during the project. Moreover, no artefacts were discovered in
the groundworks.

40 It is considered likely that any settlement or other medieval and post-medieval
activity that may be represented by the earlier finds is located at a distance from
the area of the watching brief. Alternatively, the artefacts recovered by metal-
detecting may be the result of spreading manure on arable fields with domestic
waste, or otherwise chance losses.
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