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Summary

An archaeological watching brief was conducted by NPS Archaeology for Metropol
Homes Ltd during groundworks associated with the construction of a new housing
development at 18 Queen Street, King’s Lynn.

The watching brief encompassed hand-dug exploratory pits at the location of piles,
subsequent pile drilling, and the excavation of ring beam trenches. Two exploratory
pits were dug to locate an electrical cable after piling had cut the electricity supply
to the street.

The exploratory pits proved insufficiently deep to reveal any medieval stratigraphy
and the piling did not strike any obstructions that required clearing archaeologically.
One of the pits dug to locate the cut electrical cable revealed two probable medieval
walls constructed of imported sandstone, in association with demolition layers
containing medieval (but not post-medieval) masonry. A layer of gravel, perhaps
associated with an early road surface or dock-front hard standing was also recorded.

Other walls were observed during the excavation of the ring beams, including a long
stretch of sandstone wall at the east end of the site. Further walls constructed of
more customary materials, such as brick, clunch and flint, were also recorded.

Consuiltation of archaeological records made previously in the area shows that many
of the walls uncovered by this project align with examples found during the earlier
work, particularly the sandstone walls.

Structures on the site were demolished and levelled in the 1970s for a car park, and
demolition deposits and hard-core levelling layers dating to this period were also
found.
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Figure 2. Site plan showing location of piles, cable locating trench and walls {16}, {17}, {18} and {19}. Scale 1:125
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Figure 3. Plan of cable locating trench and section 1. Scale 1:20




31

32

33

U [ O CEmy [ OO [ OO O O O

Ring Beams

OO0 O A OO e mod C=00 A OO OO DOO0im-
O T CImee fo e

O AT OO M Ao Com S OO OO e C
U OO0 DO T T T e A I T Ty GO ] C O I O e
OO A OO A T O OO O Ao OO OO O O
(0 T O O O T T T D I T O T T O]
O I O O A
O T T O O O T I )

O DI ) O MO e COm- OO e O O A e emey e
COCE 0 O S O e ony OO e e o e e e
CHOE CEOMEE . OO e e O A O O e O T ([0
CE e o e e e

J



OO OO OO0 MM T

34 [ Um0 JommdOo [ OO0 OmmOomoomooOd. O 00d00d. 0o 0omo- 0o 000
(IO O 00 S OO T O T T T T O O T T OO e
(M) CC D IO O IO OO OO T IO ) O oey £ CICe

S Y

QIO S ImoeT

35 ) Umooo CEmmomme= oo e O Cmen O I O = OO T
(OO EImCIC T o S A T A O O O e O e
OO [ O O CE O T O OO T T O I T
(L) O] £ CICTE

J



O I OO Oer

36 (] DO CIETIIOTDEIC (OO IO D e O OO e eI e

R e e NN e e e enm

MO0 Mmoo [T e

J



37 (OO T T eI 7 0 I O T T T OO T (O I
LI e e i e i e e (e e T I

O T OO I OO OO O

38 D00 COMDOC WD OO O DOm0 OO0 OO OO I OO0
(00000 OOMOOOIID 00 COmmo OO0 O OO OO O OO O OO OO 0]
(0 OO0 COCAmOnOmo OO OO0 OO O OO0 OO OO OO0
O T CICT O 0 [ CTETE) CEmes] OO G O DO
O Ceramic Building Material [T I T T (O

1z ¥

-

O OO i MO Te COrmee T

J



39

40

4

42

43

44

45

46

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL
OO OO0 I 000

IO I I O T e CE I (O CI ]
U O O e OO C O I T CMEOm O E0 O e OO I
(0 IO O A SOOI O e 0 O o0 oo
OO o ome

Pottery

OO O O CIC T T ) G IO O O I )
OO O O D o e e e e e e O e e
OO O IO OO GO OO Em COOma o Coremm
(O OO e T g

Ceramic Building Material

O OO OO0 CH0 OO OO A o OmOmOCOOos . e
(O T T e O O T S OO0 T e e IO I T e

OO OO T [ O DO SO O OO mIme
IO T T I S CIE D OO OO e LT
(O LI G T OO OO e GO [ OO
U CEOm DT O T A CI e e O O CO O OO O OO ]
OO0 O OO OO O O OOy G0 CmOEAmme O OO

000 0 OO OO I T T T T T T O I I e T e o
CHCHCC OISO T CICC O] CET ] CIOC I O O O OO T 1

Estuarine (medieval)

T T OO T I O D O T O O O e OO O I e
(I OO TTOETTE O OO OO OO OO T OO OO om0 OO T
M NN

est OJOOMOIIMOOO OO OO IO OO OO0 COOIOO0 MO IO OO 0
[0 O e O O O O T OO T OO IO COATTe OO0
RIEERINEEEE

est(cs) OMOIMMOMDOONID MOOMOIOCMIOMIMD COCOMOImOIDO00COOm OO0 O O00mD (OO 000000
OO OO OO OO s OO O Imooo

OCOCITIE T AT O OO e T e O e T 0 OO
OO OO OO OO e I DO I
CITIC T T EC IO T e T CIE OO I T 0 DO e T e
(1 IO 00y O O] O Omee) £ ooy 2 e e T

O] CCOC IO I O ST T e T 0TI [ OO e
(OO T I (OO O IO IO CIC IO T CITIOOE
(OO O I T I O O T T e e e e o
O

O] AT T I O O OO D e T eI
(1 LU I CIETOe O e IO IO T CNOemoey CIOC T IO I
OO e e

J



47

48

49

50

51

52

53

CONCLUSIONS

OJ CICJEIITE ) OO T 0] T T T T Ao eI O O e
L e e e O T e e T O e e
(OO O O i OO O e C I e oo o S 0o
CIE T A O e ] I e e e e e e ] I e e

000 OO O O O I A T e e O O e ]
OO O EC O OO e (D O O o S A O
CIT DT I DT (O SO T O e e
CICIOC] (OO E O T CEC D CE O IO D) OO e
(0 I CIT T OO T A T T T I ] O IO T I T (]
OO OO O COC A C O A OO OO OO i OO
(OO T o COOeme s L I OO CTEE e e e
COOIEC [ OO OO oo [o OO o OO OO OO

(O [T (T (OO OO0 COniOO0 OO0 OO 0000 OO0 00000 OO Omos
OO DD I O i ] C O DO T O T OCICIoey O e
(OO TATAn] e O] SO T O e T COCE O e T
C OO ey e e e e e T T e e e e e
A I O T O O O DO T DO e (a0 G
NI

(IO (OO O O D OO e A e O T e ) e
O OO oo OE e CHOmOO I Emm o Do OO S o O
(OO OO OO IO T TIIOETTe O [ OO s OO e T e O i
OO OO O O SO O e OO IO OO GO O
OO IO e EIE T C I OO OO T CI e O e ]
I T T D I EEET e e e e e e

I A O A O A I AN
OO COCA OO OO 0 Do o OO COOO Moo o
O OO IO O O 0 OO A O SO CIOmme T i
(0 COEmOE O mDEE OO O DO [ O OO OO O
OO OO e OO GO T ey o e e e e e e e
(OO T ] e CICC e T 1 EECEe (e CIC O I
(AT CICTI O SO I T T O I IO T+ CF CC T T T
(LTI C OO O EEE IO OO IO ]

U0 0TI C I I OO IO O T O T O O O
IR T e I T e e T e e e e e e e
OO D S O O e T S e e O C e e
(O [ A GO COE O O OO om0 OO

OCOOE T O ey O CO T T CI I CT T T
R e ey I e A B A A A I e

J



{18}

Key ———— Area of 2014 watching brief
Medieval wall footings recorded by Clarke and Carter (1977)
Walls recorded in 2014 watching brief
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Figure 4. Plan of walls recorded in 2014 watching brief overlaid on plan of medieval
wall footings recorded by Clarke and Carter (1977, fig.72). Scale 1:200
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Appendix 1a: Context Summary
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Appendix 2a: Finds by Context
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Appendix 3: Descriptions of Exploratory Pits for Piling
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18 Queen Street, King's Lynn. The watching brief encompassed hand-dug
exploratory holes at the location of piles, subsequent pile drilling, and the
excavation of ring beam trenches. Two exploratory pits were dug to locate an
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exploratory pits were insufficiently deep to reveal any medieval stratigraphy and
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