AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT 75B STUDLEY GRANGE ROAD, LONDON BOROUGH OF EALING 



SUMMARY

An archaeological watching brief, on behalf of GC Developments UK plc was undertaken on preparatory works for the construction of foundations for a bungalow to the south-east of 67-75A Studley Grange Road on the site of a former timber yard, known as 75B Studley Grange Road. 
The site lies within an Archaeological Priority Zone as defined by the UDP of London Borough of Ealing. The National Grid Reference (NGR) is TQ 1558 7967.  The priority zone was so designated because Paleolithic flintwork has been found in the area and Saxon burials have been recorded on at least two nearby sites. 

The watching brief was maintained for two days from 18th-19th July 2005 during which time ground level was reduced by a tracked Kubota mechanical excavator to formation level 750mm below existing ground level. The upper 400mmm was largely modern made-ground with frequent service trenches and similar features cut down into natural river terrace gravel deposit below. No layers or features of any archaeological significance were recorded. 
It is concluded that no further archaeological work is required within the area of this development.
1
INTRODUCTION
1.1
Site Location

1.1.1
The site is situated on the southeast side of Studley Grange Road, to the rear of Nos 67-75a. It is a rectangular parcel of land with access from the road. The site is bound on the southeast by the rear of properties on Humes Avenue, and to the northeast and southwest by the gardens of other properties on Studley Grange Road, Nos 77 and 65, the latter of which is now called Carlton Court (Figure 1 and 2).

1.2
Development Proposals

1.2.1
The development plan is for the construction of a single residence with car parking facility (Fig 2).
1.3 Planning Background

1.3.1
This evaluation was carried out to satisfy the requirement for an archaeological programme attached to Conditional Planning Permission for Development (Planning Application P/2004/3118) for the scheme, under the Town & Country Planning Act (1990), as Condition 4, as indicated within Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning – PPG16, which states that:

“No development shall take place within the area indicated until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written and specification for a scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the developer and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.”

1.3.2
In accordance with PPG 16, it was imposed as a condition on planning consent by the local planning authority, the London Borough of Ealing, as advised by the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service of English Heritage (GLAAS) in order to record any archaeological deposits and features exposed during the development.

1.3.3
To satisfy this requirement of the condition, a Written Scheme of Investigation was prepared by AOC Archaeology Group in June 2005. The fieldwork was managed Mark Beasley for AOC Archaeology and supervised by the author. Kim Stabler of English Heritage (GLAAS), as official monitor for the borough, was kept advised of progress during the groundworks.
2
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND


Prehistory

2.1
A number of small hand-axes, generally pear-shaped and often much rolled have been collected during excavation of gravel pits at Hanwell. The date of these pear-shaped hand-axes is difficult to establish since knowledge of the Acheulian of the Thames Valley is still very incomplete. Similar examples occur in the Boyn Hill gravels but they are by no means typical, and the large forms, such as occur at Furze Platt and Lent Rise, are rare at Hanwell. The Hanwell gravels have not produced hand-axes of the Upper Loam type nor the markedly twisted ovates from Dartford, the Globe Pit, Greenhithe, or Rickson's Pit. At both Ealing and Hanwell rolled Levalloisian flakes have been discovered.


Saxon

2.2
Hanwell lies on the Uxbridge Road to the west of Ealing, and is bounded to the north and west by the River Brent. The name is thought to derive from hana, a cock, and wielle, a stream, thus meaning ‘cock-frequented stream’. Archaeological finds of Saxon date were found in 1886 at the site of Oaklands School, within 500m of the site. This attests to the settlement’s age, and it is described as an independent manor in the Domesday Book in 1086 under the property of Westminster Abbey. It is recorded as having a population of 100 and states the soil was used for farming and meadowland.

The Saxon finds are from at least two sites. One site was Seward's Pit, also noted for Palaeolithic finds, and in an area said to have been 'once heathland'. Seven burials, at least three of which were of men with spears, are said to have been found there in 1886. The skeletons are said to have been found with 'their martial cloaks' held by gold-plated bronze saucer brooches of mid-6th century date. One of the three saucer brooches had a piece of fibre still attached to the back. Some fifty iron spearheads were found 'adjoining' the graves.


Pottery sherds and four pierced lead discs were recovered about 1910 and in 1915 at Boston Road, Hanwell (centred on TQ 153 800), which is c.400m from site. Two sherds are said to be from the 'top soil of the gravel pit'. The pottery fragments are fairly early, perhaps of the 6th century: plain rimmed and flat-bottomed. The finds suggest a settlement site and the discs were probably loom-weights.

Medieval and Post-medieval.
2.3 Medieval Hanwell grew up around what is now the Church of St. Mary’s during the 12th century. Hanwell Bridge carries the road west from London over the River Brent. During the 17th century, most of the land was enclosed and terraced housing began to appear.

Previous Archaeological work on the site
2.4

No previous archaeological investigations have been undertaken on the site. However, there are entries within the Greater London Sites and Monuments Record (GLSMR) for archaeological features or chance finds in the vicinity of the site.
3
AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 


These were:
· To establish the presence or absence of any archaeological remains within the development site;
· To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits and features and to establish the depositional sequence;
· To record and sample excavate any such archaeologically important material;
· To enable the LPA archaeology advisor to make an informed decision on the status of the condition imposed on planning consent;
· The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.

4
STRATEGY AND SCOPE OF WORKS
4.1
A unique site code for the project was obtained from the London Archaeological Archive Research Centre (LAARC) before commencing work, (SDA 05).
4.2
The Watching brief was carried out during ground reduction on the site within the area where the ground was to be lowered beneath the footprint of the new building. This was generally to depth of 750mm below the existing ground level at the commencement of operations. The scale and scope of the work was reviewed in consultation with the LPA archaeology advisor after 2 days of monitoring and it was agreed that it would not be necessary to monitor the slightly shallower ground reduction further down the slope to the south where the ground had already been extensively damaged by modern garage foundations.
4.3
A full written record was completed for each period of ground reduction observed within the trench. The stratigraphic sequence was described on individual watching brief record sheets and heights for representative sections were established relative to Ordnance Datum (OD). This was achieved by using plans and data supplied by the on-site engineers. Detailed trench photographs and working photographs were also taken using a standard SLR camera with colour print film. 

4.4
 All of the work was carried out in line with Archaeological Guidance Paper (AGP): 3, Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork (English Heritage June 1998). 

5
RESULTS
5.1
Within living memory, the second half of the 20th century, this site has been used as a timber-yard in between the two rows of 19th century terraces. At the north end of the site the foundations of the timber yard office had been dug down into the top of natural gravel and a deep-founded electricity supply box still stood there. The concrete bases for these foundations were clearly visible and would have caused major disturbance to any below ground remains. 
The new bungalow was to be built immediately to the south of these, 6.00m south of the northern boundary wall, and ground reduction by a small Kubota tracked mechanical excavator began at this point. The level of the site over its whole width, 9.00m, was reduced in spits to 750mm below the existing level, approximately 15.50m OD. The upper 400mm was generally composed of modern dumping with conspicuous standard–sized London bricks and similar demolition debris. Some of these dumped deposits were slightly deeper than this but all contained easily visible and very obviously modern material. 

The natural geological deposits seen below the made ground comprised light yellowish–brown sands and pebbles of the Kempton Park River Terrace gravels. The site was also cut in several places by modern service trenches, including drains to the toilet built against the east wall of the plot. 

At a point approximately 20m south of the northern boundary wall another east-west wall was found which had been built for a fuel bunker in the 1980s and to the south of that a double garage had been built at the same time. A strip beyond this wall was also excavated to the required depth into the gravel but again nothing of archaeological interest was noted.  
In the south-east corner of the site a double garage and storeroom had been built in the last 20 years. In the current development this was to be demolished and the ground gently graded to form ground-level parking spaces, with only minimal further ground disturbance.  

The watching brief was concluded by agreement with the GLAAS advisor after the ground reduction in the full area of the footprint of the new building was finished.

6

FINDS

6.1 No archaeological material or artefacts of any significance were observed during the watching brief.

7 CONCLUSIONS

7.1 With regard to the general aim of the watching brief, to determine character and extent of the archaeological resource, despite the noted potential, no significant archaeological features were recorded in any part of the trench. 

7.2
It is considered that no further archaeological work is required within the area of this development. It is not considered that the results merit additional reporting or publication, other than inclusion in the London Archaeology round-up.

8
ARchive deposition

8.1
The archive will be deposited with the LAARC, the London Archaeological Archive Resource Centre, based at the Museum of London.
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