1 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, MAIDENHEAD, BERKSHIRE. ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT



NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY

An archaeological watching brief was conducted on the excavation of foundation trenches for a new building adjacent to 1 Hungerford Drive, Maidenhead, Berkshire, (NGR) SU 8803 8323. 
Four trenches were archaeologically monitored and both topsoil and subsoil were displayed overlying the natural gravels. No archaeological features or deposits were observed.
1
Introduction

Site Location (Fig’s 1 and 2)
1.1
The proposed site for development is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 8803 8323. The site is directly to the east of and adjacent to 1 Hungerford Close. It is bounded to the south by Hungerford Drive itself and to the north by land belonging to Poundfield House. To the east lies land belonging to 2 Hungerford Drive.

2
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

2.1
The development proposal consists of the construction of a one storey domestic house and garage with foundation beams to 1.10m below ground level. 

3
PLANNING BACKGROUND

3.1
This Archaeological Watching Brief was formulated to satisfy the condition placed on planning consent. The Watching Brief fulfilled the requirements for a detailed archaeological project design, as specified in the condition. In accordance with PPG 16 (Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning), issued by the Department of the Environment in 1990 (DoE, 1990), the condition states that:

“No development shall take place until the applicants or their agent or successors in title have secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the developer and approved by the Planning Authority.”.

3.2
No development could take place until the above condition and Policy Arch1-4 of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (Local Plan 2003) was satisfied. Accordingly, Clyfold Construction Ltd. commissioned AOC Archaeology to conduct a watching brief on the excavation of foundations for the proposed development.
4
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
4.1
A Desk Based Assessment has not been prepared for this project.
4.2
Furze Platt is one of the most prolific sites for Paleolithic assemblages in the Thames Valley and the site is located approximately 1km to the north of Furze Platt station. A 0.39m long giant flint hand-axe was discovered there, the largest in Britain, along with other associated finds. The Furze Platt industry belongs to the Pointed Cordiform Group and dates to c. 250,000 BC and the near perfect condition of the finds, which were lying on or near to the underlying chalk surface indicated an important in situ prehistoric site. The site itself lies upon an outcrop of Lower Boyn Hill Terrace, an area of river gravel, the major datum for the Thames, from Maidenhead to Gravesend, which is well represented throughout the whole stretch of the river, although rather eroded in the Middlesex section (Cockburn et al., 1969). The Boyn Terrace has been extensively quarried, under controlled conditions, and one quarry, Winch’s pit, has yielded paleolithic finds. It seems reasonable to believe therefore that any intrusion into this are may yield significant prehistoric archaeology.
4.3
The only Neolithic and Bronze Age evidence from this area comes from around the west of Maidenhead area. Bronze age and late Neolithic finds were discovered on field walking activities but there is only a small amount of evidence from this period. This may be due to the lack of archaeological observations in the area. There is no mention of any Iron age activity from the Furze Platt area either. However, to the west of Maidenhead, Iron age pits and enclosures have been discovered (MOLAS, 2005). The likelihood, therefore, of finding either Neolithic, Bronze or Iron age material, based on the finds from the Maidenhead area in the nearby Furze Platt location is possible but moderately low.
4.4
Roman settlers occupied an area south of Cookham Rise, a village approximately one mile north of the intended development site. Indications of a farming community or settlement have been shown by the discovery of quern stones, corn drying facilities and agricultural facilities. Two villas have been discovered to the north of Maidenhead station, one on Castle Hill and the other at Cox Green. Villas were hubs of organised rural communities and it is this evidence, plus the additional material from south Cookham, that makes it highly likely that Roman archaeology may be found on excavation of the Hungerford Drive site.
4.5
Cookham itself grew around an 8th century Saxon Monastery located in the parish and seems to be a place of Saxon significance. The Saxon Kings had a Royal Palace there where the Saxon Parliament, called the Witan, met in AD 997. Indeed, a Saxon Warrier king Taeppa buried in Taplow, a village 3.5 km south east of the site. All the late Saxon settlements in the Maidenhead area suffered due to the Norman conquest, displayed by the decrease in value of many of the properties listed in the Domesday Book. 
4.6
The Maidenhead area began to develop at a steady rate after the new wooden bridge was constructed in AD 1250 and the roads widened by order of Henry III. The newly titled Bath Road was the main thoroughfare between Bristol and London and is only approximately half a mile from site. Throughout the medieval and into the early post medieval period the town developed steadily, although it was a ribbon development confined to the new road. However, coach traffic along this road caused the town to develop further in the 17th century until the introduction of Brunel’s "Sounding Arch” railway bridge in 1839. Furze Platt Halt opened in 1937 to cater for the growing population in the North Town and Furze Platt areas of Maidenhead.
4.7
No previous archaeological investigations have been undertaken on the site itself.

5
AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION
5.1
The general aims of the watching brief were:

· To record archaeological deposits and features exposed during ground works

· To mitigate by record the impact of development on surviving archaeological deposits.
· To determine the extent of previous truncations of the archaeological deposits.

· To enable the Senior Archaeologist at Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological advisors to the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, to make an informed decision on the status of the condition imposed on planning consent.
· To make available to interested parties the results of the investigation in order to inform the mitigation strategy as part of the planning process.
· The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.
5.2
A specific aim is to identify and record any archaeological deposits relating to the foundation and early development of Furze Platt and Maidenhead.
6
METHODOLOGY
6.1
Fieldwork procedures conformed to current best archaeological practice (see AOC, 2003; EH, 1991, 1998, 2002; IFA 1992, 1997). Full details of the archaeological methodology for this watching brief were given in full in the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) (see AOC, 2005).
6.2
A unique site code for the project was obtained from Reading Museum: HUD 05
6.3
The Watching Brief was undertaken by the author under the overall direction of Mark Beasley, Project Manager of AOC Archaeology Group. 
6.4
The Watching Brief was monitored by the Principal Archaeologist at Berkshire Archaeology, archaeological advisors to the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.
6.5
Trenches were recorded in pro-forma record sheets in accordance with the Written WSI (see AOC 2005). Representative sections were drawn to scale and a photographic record produced. 
7
RESULTS (Figure 3) 
7.1
A total of four foundation trenches were monitored on site. Additional trenches were excavated on site but the underlying deposits in these areas were truncated by foundations for a double garage. The trenches, which have been labelled Trench 1 to 4 for clarity, are described below (Figure 2):
7.2
Trench 1

This trench measured 8.65m x 0.90m x 1.23m deep. 
0.00-0.40m 
(1/001). Modern topsoil with frequent root activity overlaid by grass and plants.

0.40-0.80m 
(1/002). Firm orange silty clay with frequent sub-angular flint nodules (60-100mm). This layer varied in thickness from 0.30-0.57m. Subsoil.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

0.80-1.23m
(1/003). Friable light yellow chalk with large flint nodules. Natural geology. 
Also recorded in the trench was a modern soak-away thought to be related to the adjacent property.  This was not assigned a context number. No archaeological features were observed in this trench.
7.3
Trench 2

This trench measured 9.75m x 0.80m x 1.10m deep. 
0.00-0.35m 
(2/001). Modern topsoil with frequent root activity overlaid by grass and plants.

0.35m-0.85m 
(2/002). Firm orange silty clay with frequent sub-angular flint nodules (60-100mm). Subsoil.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

0.85-1.00m
(2/004). Orange sand with frequent flints. Natural gravels. 

1.00-1.10m
(2/003). Friable light yellow chalk with large flint nodules. Natural geology. 

Located approximately midway was in the trench was a modern soak-away thought to be related to the garage which previously occupied the site.  This was not assigned a context number. No archaeological features were observed in this trench.

7.4
Trench 3


This trench measured 1.64m x 0.76m x 1.15m deep. 
0.00-0.35m 
(3/001). Modern topsoil with frequent root activity overlaid by grass and plants.

0.35m-0.75m 
(3/002). Firm orange silty clay with frequent sub-angular flint nodules (60-100mm). Subsoil.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

0.75-1.05m
(3/004). Orange sand with frequent flints. Natural gravels. 

1.05-1.15m
(3/003). Friable light yellow chalk with large flint nodules. Natural geology. 

To the south of the trench the deposits were truncated by foundations associated with the garage which previously occupied the site. No archaeological features were observed in this trench.

7.5
Trench 4


This trench measured 1.60m x 0.70m x 1.10m deep. 
0.00-0.30m 
(4/001). Modern topsoil with frequent root activity overlaid by grass and plants.

0.30m-1.00m 
(4/002). Firm orange silty clay with frequent sub-angular flint nodules (60-100mm). Subsoil.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1.00-1.10m
(4/003). Friable light yellow chalk with large flint nodules. Natural geology. 

To the south of the trench the deposits were truncated by foundations associated with the garage which previously occupied the site. No archaeological features were observed in this trench.

7.6
The trenches which were monitored revealed no archaeological features and consequently no earlier evidence of activity on site. The deposits recorded consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlying terrace gravels and natural chalk.
8
FINDS

8.1
No finds were recovered from the site.
9
CONCLUSIONS

9.1
No archaeological features were revealed during this watching brief other than those related to the current use of the site as a domestic property. The sequence of topsoil and undated subsoil overlay the natural drift and solid geology. No artefacts were recovered from site.
9.2
Consequently, no further archaeological work is recommended for this site. The results of the Watching Brief will be made public via the ADS OASIS project and a copy of the report will be made available to the local studies library.
10
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