SHREE RAM MANDIR, 22 KING STREET, SOUTHALL – AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT

1
ABSTRACT
In November 2005 an archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group at 22 King Street, Southall on behalf of Draper Neal Associates. The watching brief was conducted during ground works associated with the construction of a basement for the Shree Ram Mandir Temple. There was deemed to be potential for uncovering medieval and Prehistoric features. However no archaeology was observed during the watching brief. 
2
SITE LOCATION
2.1
The proposed development is situated between King Street and Elmfield Road and lies within the Archaeological Interest Area of Southall Green as defined by the UDP of London Borough of Ealing. National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 12353 79304 (Figure 1). The development plan includes the demolition of the current buildings and the construction of a new basemented Hindu Temple (Fig 2).
2.2
The site is located within an area of archaeological interest as defined by the London Borough of Ealing UDP (2003). 
3
GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
3.1
The drift geology on site is indicated as being natural brickearth above gravels (Geological Survey of Great Britain, sheet 270). The development site is located at 50m OD over looking the shallow valley formed by the River Brent 2km to the east.
4
PLANNING BACKGROUND
4.1
In accordance with Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (PPG 16) issued by the Department of the Environment in 1990 (DoE, 1990), and in line with the policy 4.9 of the UDP, a condition has been imposed on planning consent by the LPA archaeology advisor, requiring that an archaeological watching brief be carried out, in order to record any archaeological deposits and features exposed during the development (Application No.: P/2000/1968).
4.2
This watching brief conforms to the requirements of Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1990) (PPG16). It has been designed in accordance with current best archaeological practice and the appropriate national standards and guidelines (English Heritage 1998 & 1991); (Association of County Archaeological Officers, 1994); (Institute of Field of Archaeologists, 1997 & 2001)

4.3
Accordingly, AOC Archaeology Group were commissioned to produce a Written Scheme of Investigation.

4.4
The proposed development consists of the construction of a two story Temple, the Watching brief was carried out during the excavation of the new basement for the Temple. This was conducted with prevision for the scale and scope of the work to be reviewed in consultation with the LPA archaeology advisor.

5
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
5.1
No previous archaeological work has been undertaken on the site, although some information is available through prior investigations on nearby sites and from the local historical background, a summary of this information is given below

5.2

The site is located within an area of archaeological interest as defined by the London Borough of Ealing. 


Prehistoric

5.3
The area also seems to have been a focus for Palaeolithic activity (c. 500,000 – 10,000 BC), with several hand axes from this period being found within a 300m radius of the proposed development site.

Medieval

5.4
The site is located within the area of medieval Settlement of Southall which was centred around Church Avenue and King Street. 
6
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE INVESTIGATION
6.1
The aims of the investigation as set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation (AOC 2005). These were to record archaeological remains during the excavation of the basement.
6.2 
The general aims of the investigation were:


· To establish the presence/absence of any archaeological remains within the development site.

· To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits and features and to establish the depositional sequence.

· To record and sample excavate any such archaeologically important material.
· To enable the LPA archaeology advisor to make an informed decision on the status of the condition imposed on planning consent.

· The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.

7
RESULTS 
7.1
The watching brief was conducted in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (AOC 2005)

7.2
The lowest recorded deposit was a naturally deposited mid reddish brown sandy gravels, which were recorded at the basement formation level 47.20m OD. Overlying this was banded layers of natural mid yellowish brown sands, separated by thin lenses of dark greyish brown sands the entire deposit being 0.85m thick. Sealing this was a 0.25m thick band of naturally deposited mid reddish brown clay silts containing small to medium sub angular flints and pea grits. This was capped by a thick naturally deposited layer of brick earth (0.80m thick) the highest point of which was recorded at 49.54m OD. 
7.3
This marked the end of the geological sequence and was sealed below a layer of modern dump related to the recent demolition of the previous building. This layer forms the current ground surface at 49.94m OD and varies from 0.40m-0.80m in thickness.
7.4
No other features or deposits were recorded during the watching brief. The lack of any archaeological deposits above the brickearth indicates that the existing buildings have truncated the archaeological sequence to the top of the naturally deposited brickearth.
7.5
No finds were retrieved from the development site.
8
CONCLUSION AND RECOMENDATIONS
8.1
No archaeology features or deposits were found in the basement extension area subject to the watching brief. The naturally deposited geological layers were recorded. The existing buildings had removed any deposits above this.
8.2
From the results it is recommended that no further archaeological works are required.

8.3
Publication of the results will be through ADS OASIS form (Appendix A) with a short summary submitted to the London Archaeologist fieldwork round-up. No further analysis or reporting is considered necessary. 

9
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