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1
SUMMARY

This document summarises the results of an archaeological evaluation and excavation conducted by AOC Archaeology Group on behalf of Vine Street Uxbridge Ltd. The evaluation was undertaken in September 2000, immediately followed by an excavation conducted during October-November 2000. A single Early Bronze Age cremation of an adult male was found, cutting an earlier ditch. These early features are unusual in the local context. A possible boundary ditch and a few pits dated to the Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age. Many prehistoric gullies, pits and postholes were excavated, but very little dating evidence was recovered from these features. Prehistoric activity was sealed by a soil horizon which probably took many hundreds of years to develop, and was probably open ground, perhaps pastureland, during the medieval and post-medieval periods. Residual material from these periods was recovered from the soil horizon and from later intrusive features. Extensive evidence was seen for the sub-surface remains of the 19th century Great Western Railway station, which was only decommissioned in 1964. The station was later demolished to make way for a car park, which was in operation until the current redevelopment.
2
INTRODUCTION

2.1
Site Location

The site lies within an Archaeological Priority Area as designated in the London Borough of Hillingdon’s Unitary Development Plan, Deposit Draft April 1993 and the new Deposit Draft July 1996. It does not lie within a Conservation Area or Scheduled Ancient Monument, nor do any Listed Buildings stand on the site.

The site itself is located south-east of the junction of Vine Street and Hillingdon Road on the west side of the modern town centre of Uxbridge. The site occupies approximately half of the plot of land bounded on the east by Cricket Field Road, which in the east is occupied by Blair House and Boundary House (see Figures 1 and 2).

2.2
Archaeological & Historical Background

The site lies along a western-facing slope of a ridge of Terrace Gravels overlain with brickearth. The interface between the Terrace Gravels and the brickearth has, in this area of west London, produced a number of examples of flint material indicative of activity of Lower Palaeolithic date, (c.175,000 to 70,000 BC). Upper Palaeolithic material, (deposited c.26-13,000 BC), is also known within the area, located towards the surface of the brickearth. In places this activity has been seen to continue into the Mesolithic period (c.10,000-6,000 BC). Mesolithic activity within the Borough has consistently been found on low ground adjacent to rivers. 

Later prehistoric remains in the vicinity of the site include evidence for settlement and land division, indicative of agricultural exploitation, dating from both the Bronze Age, (c.2,300-750 BC) and Iron Age, (c.750 BC– AD 43). The well drained gravel terraces and light soils they supported were well suited to agricultural land use of these periods.

Relatively little evidence for activity during the Roman and early medieval periods is known from the vicinity of the site. The establishment of the medieval settlement of Uxbridge is dated, by historical sources, to the second half of the twelfth century and this appears to be supported by archaeological findings. However, the site itself lies outside the core of this settlement and, indeed subsequent cartographic sources indicate that it remained largely agricultural land until the construction of the railway station in 1854. A number of structural changes took place during the century-long use of the station until it was finally closed in 1964, being demolished and finally cleared in 1971. Since that time the site had been used as a car park.

3
STRATEGY

3.1
Research Design 

The original research aims were updated with respect to the interim findings of the exercise as reported in the Post-Excavation Assessment (AOC 2002), and are reproduced here.

Earlier Prehistory

A thorough examination of the potentially artefact-bearing gravels and brickearth was undertaken by the use of geoarchaeological test pits. These investigations will be fully reported and interpreted, despite no evidence of early human activity being identified.

Later Prehistory

This report will describe, characterise and interpret the later prehistoric activity using all analyses available. This includes further work on the late prehistoric flint assemblage, and comparison with other such assemblages in the local area. 
Cremation

The results of further analysis on the cremation will be reported. This includes radiocarbon dating of the cremation, age/sex determination of the cremated individual and species identification of the wood used to construct the box in which the cremation was found.

Soil formation

The nature of this deposit will be fully described, and the origin of the deposit ascertained, in order to allow an interpretation within the framework of site development, 

Medieval

All medieval features will be described and interpreted within the context of the site, and with reference to the broader milieu of medieval Uxbridge.

Post-Medieval

All post-medieval features will be described and interpreted within the context of the site and with reference to the broader picture of post-medieval Uxbridge, prior to the construction of the Railway Station.

Railway station

The 19th century Great Western Railway station remains will be described and interpreted in full. 

Modern

The modern sequence will be reported in full in the final analysis. 

Publication and dissemination

A summary report will be prepared and submitted for inclusion in the local archaeological society bulletin as appropriate. The site and research archive, together with the finds, will be deposited with the Museum of London.

A report will be prepared for submission for publication in an appropriate journal. Discussions regarding the final publication destination are ongoing and will be influenced by the view of English Heritage Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service as regards the importance of the results presented in the assessment report (AOC 2002).

3.2
Methodology

The evaluation was conducted by AOC Archaeology during September 2000, when three trenches were excavated (Trenches 1, 2 and 3). Three deeper geoarchaeological test pits were excavated within these evaluation trenches (Test Pits 1, 2 and 3). Based upon the findings of the evaluation, four separate areas of archaeological significance (Areas A, B, C and D) were defined by AOC Archaeology and approved by Robert Whytehead of English Heritage GLAAS as appropriate for excavation. Areas A, B and C were subject to open-area excavation, whilst Area D, defined as the lower area of station track bedding and therefore more deeply truncated, was investigated by means of a test trench (Area D) (see Figure 2).

Field methodologies defined in the original method statement (AOC 2000a) were adhered to. Any minor revisions to that methodology were agreed in advance with Rob Whytehead of English Heritage Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service, who also visited the site several times. The post-excavation phase of the project was monitored by Kim Stabler of English Heritage GLAAS.

4
RESULTS

4.1
Geology and Topography

The site was on a slight slope along a west-facing ridge of the River Colne terrace gravels, the high point being to the northeast of the site. The surface of the brickearth occurs at a maximum of c.37m OD in the northeast corner of the site, dipping to below c.36m OD to the south and west. The true dip was not always readily apparent due to later truncation, principally by the 19th century station construction. Post-glacial brickearth formed the horizontal limit of excavation and all archaeology post-dated this deposit.
A geoarchaeological investigation was carried out during the evaluation, in an effort to define the potential for Palaeolithic and earlier prehistoric archaeology on the site. This required the examination and description of the natural deposits within three test pits within the footprints of the evaluation trenches. 

Gravels (1/026, 2/009, 3/061)

These were grey-brown flint gravels at least 1.3m thick, with indications that they may dip down to the south, and were typical of high energy river sediments laid down during cold climate periods when the carrying capacity and river flow velocities of the river were significantly higher than in the modern River Thames. They were likely to have been deposited under braided channel conditions where the channel positions shifted constantly between a series of ephemeral gravel islands (eyots). These gravels may be part of the West London Black Park member of the Thames gravel terraces and while these deposits contain occasional artefacts elsewhere in the area, none were noted at the Vine Street site.

Brickearth (050, 069, 070, 1/008, 2/008, 3/015)

Overlying the gravels, this deposit was a layer of unstructured yellowish-brown clayey-silt up to 1m thick. It was generally mottled reddish-yellow and contained occasional sub-angular flint clasts (<20mm). It was also characterised by the presence of large (20-30mm wide) black-stained empty root canals throughout the unit. 

This deposit was probably deposited on the river floodplain in conditions of reduced river flow velocity relative to the period of deposition of the underlying gravels. The decrease in the significant sand fraction upwards through this unit is indicative of a floodplain in which energy levels were declining. Within the Thames area, the brickearths are likely to contain an element of wind-blown sand deposits (aeolian loess). The brickearth may have been deposited during a warm, temperate interglacial phase, or during a period of reduced surface water within a cold climate episode. The boundary between the brickearth and the gravel may represent a considerable hiatus between the depositional episodes. The deposits at the site are typical of the West London brickearths, sometimes referred to as the Langley Member, which is variously attributed to the period pre-dating the last interglacial (the Ipswichian, 120-125ka BP) through to the Devensian (last glacial). Cultural material has been identified elsewhere from the interface between the gravels and the brickearth, but only one lithic artefact, a trimming flake, was recovered from within the brickearth (069) at the site.

Evidence of reworking of the upper surface of the brickearth was recorded in several places across the site as a 15mm thick deposit of slightly browner (‘dirtier’) brickearth (049,068,071,073,089,512,686,3/014). This is interpreted as either the remnants of an early land surface, probably a remnant B-horizon, or as the root zone of the Phase III soils. A few scrappy flint flakes from (068) probably indicate reworking of cultural material rather than in situ human activity. One piece of post-medieval CBM recovered also suggests that at least some of these deposits were reworked. These deposits were cut by Phase II features and where removed showed only ‘clean’ brickearth beneath.
4.2
Phase I: Early Prehistory

The geoarchaeological investigation tried to see whether there was any evidence for, or potential for finding evidence of, human activity within the site area during the Palaeolithic and early post-glacial periods. It was thought possible that artefacts from these early periods might be found within the basal gravels of the examined sequences, or at the interface between the gravels and the brickearth, or within the brickearth itself, as they have been elsewhere in the local area. One flint flake was recovered from brickearth context (069) during the excavation, but is insufficient as a single find to draw any meaningful conclusions regarding activity during the early prehistoric period. It may also, of course, be intrusive to the brickearth. A few flakes from the upper reworked zone of the brickearth are similarly inconclusive but may indicate a prior human presence on the site. It is of note that despite the struck flint assemblage recovered from the site, no pieces were typologically earlier than the Late Bronze Age, with the exception of a possibly Early Bronze Age ‘knife’ and a used blade, possibly late Mesolithic or Neolithic. Both these pieces were recovered from a 19th century construction trench and are obviously residual. Residual material from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods is not uncommon in the local area, and in situ activity and deposits from these periods have been identified along the River Colne to the west.
The presence of a few natural features cut by Phase II features implies that prior to the later prehistoric period the site was partly occupied by vegetation of a shrub or tree variety. The lack of Neolithic material on the site does suggest that this site was not used intensively during the Neolithic period, and was not subject to the process of ground clearance so characteristic of other sites during the Neolithic, particularly on otherwise productive soils on the gravel terraces of the Thames valley. This observation is compatible with an interpretation that, prior to the Bronze Age, the site was still lightly wooded, as evidenced by probable tree-like features that cut the brickearth, but were themselves cut by later prehistoric features in several instances. 

4.3
Phase II: Early Bronze Age
Cremation 

A small flat-bottomed pit [430], 0.37m in diameter and 0.15m deep, and truncated to the west by modern construction, was cut through the probable continuation of prehistoric Ditch 2. This feature was filled with a mid grey clayey silt and contained quantities of burnt human bone and wood charcoal. The cremated bone appeared to represent the remains of a single adult male. Evidence for a wooden box holding the cremation is not substantiated as processing of the entire fill yielded only charred plant remains rather than unburned wood, and it is more likely that a bag made of leather or similarly perishable material was used to hold a sample of pyre material containing human bone. The deposit may have been interred directly into the ground without the use of a container. Dating of the charcoal has provided a date range of cal BC 1920-1620 (3460±60 BP; Beta-174303), which places this deposit in the Early Bronze Age period. No other finds were associated with this feature. 

Ditch 2

This feature was orientated east-west with a 4.3m length visible between modern truncations. At its broadest it was 0.54m wide and 0.13m deep, with a smooth concave profile. The single fill (581) was a light greyish-brown silty clay containing moderate amounts of small gravel clasts but no finds. 

The cremation (430) was cut through the top of this gully feature, which must therefore be earlier or roughly contemporary. Even allowing for the degree of horizontal truncation, it is evident that the gully was at least partially filled when the cremation was interred, probably by natural processes, and was therefore slightly older. It is an untestable hypothesis that the cremation itself marks the disuse of the gully, possibly a drainage or demarcation feature, and is representative of a wider change in land use in the early second millennium BC.

It is possible that two further postholes [669, 671] were placed with respect to both Ditch 2 and the cremation. Both were c.0.3m in diameter and <0.1m deep, and contained similar fills (670, 672) to Ditch 2. No finds were recovered. These small features were situated north and south of the ditch and east of the cremation, and may represent two elements of a structure around the cremation, the remainder of which has been removed by modern activity to the west. In the absence of other similar features any interpretation is necessarily tentative, and it may be that they were structural members of fence-lines running either side of Ditch 2.

An adjacent pit [641] was heavily truncated and may be associated with Ditch 2. No finds were recovered from fill (642).

An Early Bronze Age retouched flint form commonly referred to as a ‘knife’ was recovered from Phase VII construction backfill context (623), and is further circumstantial evidence for activity during this period.

4.4
Phase III:
Late Bronze Age-Early Iron Age (c.1000-600 BC)
Several features contained pottery which was identified as dating to the Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age. The assemblage was too small to provide secure dating for those features in which it was found, but they are dealt with in this section to indicate the circumstantial evidence for activity during this period of later prehistory, and the assumption that this material was at the least residual.

Ditch 1
The major feature on site was east-west Ditch 1, identified during the evaluation as [3/029] and further investigated by the excavation of five slots across its width during the excavation phase [395, 438, 629]. This feature, c.1.5m wide by a maximum of 0.85-0.9m deep, probably constituted a major boundary/drainage feature. Its maximum dimensions were visible in the west of the site, and it appeared to narrow and shallow-out towards the east.
Primary fills (403) and (437) were mid brownish grey sandy silt with moderate rounded gravel clasts. This gravel was not derived from a contemporary high velocity water regime but rather from the natural gravels. The brickearth was c.0.6m thick in this area and overlay coarse gravels, which presumably slumped into the base of the ditch after the feature was cut through it. This deposit was up to 0.22m thick, and had incorporated sherds of Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age pottery. These may date the feature but were in abraded condition and could have been derived from elsewhere. A further prehistoric indicator was a small quantity of burnt flint. In the eastern section of the ditch no comparable primary fill was discerned, and the feature was entirely filled with (628) as discussed below. This is probably because the ditch was much shallower in the east of the site, and was not excavated below the natural brickearth. 

Secondary and tertiary fills were represented by a series of fine grey silty-clays with small-moderate amounts of rounded gravel clasts (3/030, 401, 402, 628) and the occasional re-deposition of brickearth from the sides of the ditch (436). Fill (628) was of note as it contained more finds than any other single context on the site. A small quantity of burnt flint was recovered, and a moderate amount of flint cores and debitage. A few sherds in a Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age fabric were recovered, plus several medieval and post-medieval sherds. The later medieval material is taken to be intrusive, and it may be that these finds were actually from later material slumped into the top of the ditch. This situation was recorded in the western part of the ditch as deposits (396) and (440) which were contiguous with the Phase IV soils above. This material may have entered the top of the ditch through subsidence of the ditch fills beneath but is more likely to represent incipient soil formation in the top of the ditch itself. 


Other features

Pottery dating from the Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age was recovered from three other features on the site. Two sherds were found in (265) within pit [264] and a single sherd from each of pit [306] and [383] from fills (307) and (384) respectively. All of the sherds were abraded and possibly residual and were not sufficient to date these features securely, although a flint flake from (307) seems to further suggest a prehistoric date. All three features were filled with greyish-brown silty clays and were less than 0.15m deep. Feature [306] may have been a posthole, as suggested by a small quantity of charcoal in the base of the feature and an asymmetrical profile hinting at a post removal to the west.

4.5
General Prehistoric Features

The most significant phase of activity represented on the site is that of a number of features cut into the natural brickearth and sealed by the Phase IV soils. Some of these have been described above and appear to date either to the early 2nd millennium BC or to the first half of the 1st millennium BC. The remainder of the features are not dated. Stratigraphically, these features are all contemporary, but the relative difference in dating does not suggest that all these features are absolutely contemporary. The date range of the undated features spans the period from the end of the deposition of the brickearth, to the point whereby soil formation processes have sealed extant archaeology beneath a developing soil horizon. Potentially, this is a period spanning the years 12000 BP to the post-medieval period. There is no human evidence for early prehistoric activity, such as Mesolithic or Neolithic flintwork, and little evidence for Early Bronze Age activity save for a cremation cut through an earlier ditch. Later Bronze Age to Early Iron Age activity is suggested by some abraded ceramics and the technology of much of the flintwork. General prehistoric activity is further suggested by the presence of small quantities of burnt flint within the feature fills, but this is equally a characteristic of open cultivated land, such as the Phase IV soils which seal this archaeological horizon. 

Similarly, post-prehistoric activity is not suggested for example by the presence of Late Iron Age or Roman finds as sites from the latter period are usually particularly rich in artefact types reflecting the local land use.

The picture is further complicated by the degree of horizontal truncation caused by the development of a soil profile and associated vegetation, and the vertical and horizontal truncation effected by the construction of the 19th century railway station. This has reduced the number both of features and of relationships between features, thus diluting the validity of interpretative frameworks of site phasing and development. 

It is unlikely that all these features are exactly contemporary, especially as there are obviously intercutting features in most areas of the site. This does imply that several phases of activity may be present in these areas of stratigraphy. However, in the absence of significant quantities of closely datable artefactual material from a wide variety of features, it is unlikely that the majority of the Phase II features can be treated as anything but broadly contemporary.

However, there are several observations on the features sealed by the Phase IV soils which are valid. 

1.
There is a greater concentration of archaeological features in the west of the site when compared to the east. 

2.
All of the features belong to one of three classes of feature, all of which are ubiquitous feature types on prehistoric sites: pits, postholes and ditches/gullies. 

3.
None of the features are rich in finds.

4.
There are few cases to be made for functional associations between features, ie. can structural associations be made between postholes? do pit alignments exist? is there evidence of prehistoric industrial areas?

As a tool to aid description of the features found at the site, the archaeology will be defined and discussed within the three feature classes as defined above, except where strong possibilities exist for associative interpretations based on sound archaeological judgements.

4.5.1
Ditches and gullies

Ditch 3

Ditch 3 was located in the southern part of Area C and, although truncated by modern construction and services, crossed the site from west to east for a distance of 6.5m. This was a narrow feature 0.49m wide by a maximum of 0.24m deep, with steep sides and a concave base, and was somewhat similar to Ditch 2. Both these features shared a similar east-west orientation, and the fills were very similar. Fill (177) in Ditch 3 was greyish-brown also but a sandy rather than silty clay. It is tempting to associate these two ditches on the basis of similarities in form and orientation, and to ascribe a probable Early Bronze Age date to Ditch 3. However, no finds were recovered from Ditch 3 and this hypothesis is otherwise unsubstantiated. 

Gully 205
At the visible western extent of Ditch 3 it truncated a broader gully feature [205] up to 0.52m wide and 0.17m deep, with a shallow concave profile. No finds were recovered from the greyish-brown silty clay fill (206). There was no evidence that this feature continued to the north of Ditch 3, but similarly no explanation of why it did not.
Ditch or large pit [624]

Situated between Ditches 1 and 2 was a heavily truncated feature [624] that while only 0.11m deep and 2.8m broad, appeared to respect the east-west alignment of the other features. The sides did not appear to be curving back on themselves, although it could have been a large pit rather than a linear feature. Although too truncated by the station construction to be readily analysed in any detail, the grey silty clay fill (625) did contain struck and burnt flint though in no great quantity. If indeed this feature was contemporary with the other major feature Ditch 1, it may have been similar to other large pit features dated elsewhere in the local area to the Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age. 

Gully [442]

In the southern part of Area C a 1.25m length of gully [442] was truncated by modern services and construction. This had a V-shaped profile and a maximum depth and width of c.0.2m. A single flint flake was recovered from the greenish-grey clayey silt fill (443). This feature appeared to be curving around slightly to the south but could not be traced far enough to substantiate this. The general east-west orientation is similar to that of all the other ditches previously described, and may be associated in some way.

Gully [442] truncated a shallow pit [435], 0.1m deep with a maximum dimension of 0.9m. This feature was not seen in its entirety and no finds were recovered from the greyish-brown silty clay fill (434).

Feature concentration north of Area C

An area of features in the northern part of Area C contained possible structural trenches and other pitting which the excavator suspected might represent the truncated remains of a roundhouse or similar prehistoric structure.
Two horizontally-truncated pits [533] and [564] formed the base of the intercutting sequence in this area, both of which contained burnt flint in small quantities, and a trimming flake in fill (565) in pit [564].
Both these features were truncated by a curved gully feature [539] up to 0.6m wide and 70mm deep, which apparently described part of a circle, terminating towards the north. No postholes were found within the base of the feature, and its interpretation as structural is hypothetical and based on plan-form. This gully may be contemporary with a further gully [546], although this is slightly deeper at 0.33m, and narrower at 0.39m wide. This also appeared to describe a similar radius, and the two gullies together may have defined a round structure up to 5m in diameter.
The larger length of gully was in turn cut by two postholes [535, 543], the former c. 0.45m deep. The shorter length of gully was truncated by a larger pit or gully [556] up to 0.28m deep. Not enough of this feature was exposed to allow a better interpretation or description.
In the furthest northern part of Area C was a small concentration of features. A small pit [548] c.0.5m in diameter and 0.2m deep truncated the edge of an earlier shallow posthole [550]. Just to the west of these was a short length of a shallow gully [552] up to 0.38m wide. This was truncated by a possible linear feature [515] up to 0.15m deep and 0.8m wide, of which the top fill contained one piece each of struck and burnt flint. This feature appeared to be on a similar alignment to possible gully [556] (discussed above).
4.5.2
Pits

4.5.3
Postholes

A number of postholes were identified and excavated in Areas A and C, none of which can be dated absolutely, and few of which form recognisable associations with other features. 
4.6
Romano-British

There was no evidence for Romano-British activity at the site. A previous tentative identification of the cremation as Romano-British was proven incorrect through the radiocarbon dating of this feature to the Early Bronze Age. One piece of Roman CBM was recovered from imported ballast deposit (3/009) and is not evidence for Roman activity at the site.
4.7
Phase IV: Soil formation 

Buried former land surface or plough soil 

(047-049, 066-068, 440, 632, 638, 666, 3/012, 3/013)
These contexts represent the developed A-horizon of the soil formation processes which may in part have accounted for the creation of the ‘dirty’ brickearth deposits seen above the brickearth over much of the site.

These contexts formed part of a 0.10-0.30m thick unstructured dark reddish-brown sandy-silt, and which existed over much of the site except where truncated by modern activity. It was seen to seal all of the prehistoric activity on the site, but was itself cut by features and structures of a later date.

Whilst similar to the brickearths, these deposits were often darker in colour, possibly due to higher organic content, and occasionally contained cultural material, such as coal, charcoal fragments and flecks of degraded red ceramic material. Where differences were seen in this element of the soil profile, a lightening downwards through the profile was consistent with the progressive eluviation of the deposits, although no iron-rich layers were seen beneath.

In addition, five flint flakes were recovered from these deposits. Ceramic material derived from these deposits provided a date range of AD 1580-1700, and incorporated medieval as well as post-medieval fabric types. The likelihood is that this deposit is a composite horizon incorporating earlier material from the sealed archaeology below, and later material as a result of horticulture and other intrusive activity. Whilst soil formation may have begun as far back as two millennia, the development of the soil may have continued until well into the post-medieval period. Similar garden soils or cultivation horizons have been found in the immediate area, as at 175-222 High Street, Uxbridge (Thompson et al 1998:87). 

4.8
Medieval
No features or deposits were dated to the medieval period. Intrusive medieval pottery was found in small quantities in the top fills of ditch [629] and was probably incorporated as a result of reworking or slumping. One sherd was recovered from modern manhole fill (009). Some material was recovered from unstratified contexts and the Phase IV soils, suggesting a general background of medieval activity.
4.9
Phase V: Post-medieval (Figures 5 and 6)

Whilst there were only a few features that clearly post-dated the Phase IV ploughsoil on a stratigraphic basis, and which were not associated with the railway station, nearly all contained cultural material dating to this later period. All were shallow cut features of uncertain origin such as small pits [182, 213, 215, 290, 336, 558], although several seemed to be postholes [184, 196, 292, 294, 324]. No structures or obvious associations were evident, but five separate concentrations of features were visible in plan. Residual post-medieval pottery was also found in some construction trenches of the station and in modern service trenches.
4.10
Phase VI: Railway Station 

Extensive evidence was found for the Great Western Railway station constructed in 1854. This included elements of the original booking hall, waiting room, engine house and turntable, along with additions and modifications to both buildings and track. The latest identified phase of station activity probably dates to the 1920s.

Area A (Figure 8)

Levelling of the area took place with sand and ballast deposits (013, 014, 046), followed by the partial construction of a firm surface (017, 021-025) on which to build the station. The southern brick wall of the original booking office {045} was identified, along with the western wall {035} of the station perimeter. These were constructed in 1854, along with the platform floor {028, 031, 034}. In this area, these formed the edge and buffer of the western track, of which some sleepers were still in position. 
Remnants of later buildings were recorded, abutting the western side of the booking office.

Area B & Evaluation Trench 1 (Figures 10 and 11)


This area was stripped by machine and planned, but not excavated.

Track I

A long linear feature [076] cut the natural deposits in this area, and was aligned similarly north-south to the other tracks. Filled with sand and gravel (074), it may have been a track bed associated with the turntable, which appears to cut it. This suggests that the turntable might not have been part of the initial phase of railway construction, but was built sometime shortly afterwards. The presence of a degraded iron structure was probably responsible for the stained area of this deposit recorded as (075).

Although there was no direct relationship with this feature, a series of linear cuts [689] just to the east may have been evidence of another track structure. Truncated by a modern service [083, 084], these features were at least 0.6m wide with a maximum length of 3.5m. They were filled with a brownish-grey sandy-silt (085) containing occasional CBM flecks. One of these truncated an earlier pit [690] that contained a brownish-grey clayey-silt (086) with occasional CBM fragments, and was very similar in size and shape to another feature just to the west [090]. Both measured c. 1.1m by 0.8m in plan, but only [090] was excavated. This contained two fills, the lower (088) being a reddish-grey clayey-silt with occasional CBM flecks, the upper (087) being a brownish-grey clayey-silt, containing CBM flecks and one piece of post-medieval pottery. It is not known if all these features were contemporary, although it would seem likely.

Turntable

Remnants of a cut [082] were identified, suggesting a probable circular feature with a diameter of c.9m. It was not excavated, but was backfilled with clinker and gravel (081, 132). Only a quarter-circle was seen, but the location and dimensions suggest that this was the location of the track turntable, constructed by 1866, but removed by 1881.

Two postholes

Two postholes [078, 080] may have been associated with the turntable, one of which was definitely cut by the later track. Each was 0.6-0.7m in diameter, and filled with sandy-gravel and clinker (077, 079).

A layer of firm grey clay (072) was also recorded in plan and seemed to belong to this phase of activity. 

New track with concrete foundation for engine shed (Track II)

Cutting the turntable backfill deposits was the western element of a concrete track bed {097}. This was 0.45m wide, with a visible length of 46.4m orientated approximately north-south across the whole area. This appeared to be a poured concrete structure within construction cut [040], and was at least 0.67m deep. This structure was seen to cut through turntable backfill (132), and was in place by 1881 by which time the turntable had been replaced.

Backfill of Track II/levelling for Track III

Two test pits were excavated to the north of Area B and deposits relating to the phase prior to the construction of track III were identified. The earlier track bed II seems to have been backfilled with a variety of deposits (128-131, 134, 135). Test Pit 1 was excavated to the west of {097}, Test Pit 2 to the east of it.

In Test Pit 1 a thick (0.65m) layer of gravel ballast (135) was recorded, and which backfilled the area of the old track II. This occurred beneath the modern tarmac, but was overlain on its western side by the concrete slab element of {095}. Below this was a 0.4m thick layer of brown sandy-silt (134) containing brick and wood fragments.

In Test Pit 2, the area was backfilled initially with Type 2 coarse sand (131) in a 0.17m thick layer. Over this was a 0.15m thick layer of Type 1 hardcore (130). Taken together, their occurrence as a traditional make-up deposit would seem to imply that a surface was to be laid above them, but this was not in evidence in the pits. Instead, a 0.4m thick layer of re-used trade ballast (129), contaminated with hydrocarbons, was deposited, sealed by a thin (70mm) layer of degraded red and yellow brick fragments (128), and which occurred immediately below the modern tarmac. The relationship between this latter deposit and structure {097} was not definitely determined, and it may be that it constitutes a make-up layer below the modern tarmac.

Construction of platform and track III

This was the latest addition to the station construction in this area, and consisted of a brick wall (095) forming the eastern edge of the platform of the easternmost railway line running into the engine shed.

It ran north-south across the area for at least 40.1m, and was constructed using red bricks measuring 220 x 110 x 80mm, bonded with a firm off-white mortar. It was 0.45m wide, although as it was not excavated its depth was not ascertained. The construction cut [096], within which the structure was trench-built, truncated track backfill contexts (128, 135). At the northern end of the wall was a concrete slab, which presumably formed part of the platform. This track was the new spur line running alongside the western boundary of the adjacent cricket ground up to a sand drag, used for emergency restraint of over-running rail vehicles.

Modern service

This feature crossed the area 24.65m from north to south and constituted the main live water main on the site. It consisted of a concrete-cased service (083) within a construction trench [084], with an effective width of 0.8m, and was at least 0.3m deep. It was seen to truncate an earlier ballast deposit (132) and probable track structure [689].
Tarmac

The whole of Area B was covered by modern tarmac (091) comprising the car park surface, which was in use into 2001.

Area C (Figure 9)


Booking Office
Further evidence of the rear wall of the booking office {694} was seen, and also details of the internal structure of the building in the form of partition walls and floor supports {696, 700, 702}.

Platform
More of the early platform floor was revealed {704, 706, 710}, which along with a part of the central platform {709} between the two tracks, formed the eastern track and buffer.

Waiting Room
Along the eastern side of the platform floor was the original western wall {108} of the waiting room, including the tiled floor of the ladies’ WC {712}. This wall extended for some distance southwards, and internal walls of this eastern range of buildings were visible in plan {098, 115, 118}. The western exterior wall of this range was represented by wall {114}.

Engine House
At the end of this range was the large long Engine House, with no internal sub-divisions, of which the eastern outer wall {716} was defined. Modifications to this structure were apparent as brick and concrete additions {095, 097} that probably dated to the early 20th century.

Area D – Test Trench & Evaluation Trench 2 (Figure 10?)
Levelling deposit (147)

A 0.15m thick layer of redeposited natural sand and gravel (147) occurred above natural brickearth in the west of Area D. This was truncated to east and west by the station construction, and seems to have been a levelling layer deposited prior to the building of the station.
Platforms and track

Further evidence was found of the original brick platform foundations {145, 154, 163}, which were constructed in north-south trenches [146, 155, 162] cutting through the brickearth to a depth of 0.2-0.4m. These structures were demolished prior to the construction of the new track (below). Another track would have run between {163} and {716} (discussed in Area C above), as shown by the brick supports for the railway sleepers and rails {167 = 2/005, 170 = 2/012}. A single wooden sleeper (2/016) was identified during the evaluation.
Railway track

The railway lines coming into the station from the south were refurbished, as shown by the levelling of the earlier platform structures, represented by a spread of clinker and brick rubble (142). The area above was backfilled with gravel ballast (140,141), and a thin tarmac surface (139) laid on top. This sloped down to the east towards the new rails and may have been a temporary construction screed to enable access to the new lines from the west. 

The new track bed was a dual series of rectangular cuts [149], which probably originally contained wooden railway sleepers. No traces of these were seen, as they were probably reclaimed after decommissioning in 1964. Each sleeper bed was 1.2m by 0.6m, with the long axes east-west, and backfilled with the same black ash and cinders which may have formed the original track bed ballast. Within the clinker backfill (148) lay a steel rail or railing, which appeared not to be in situ, and is more likely to be part of the dismantled track.

Laying of the car park 

Following the decommissioning of the railway station in 1964, the sleeper and rails of the railway track were removed and the area backfilled with imported material. These were a variety of dirty clay deposits containing fragments of building material (137, 138, 144, 159, 173) and black industrially-derived clinker deposits (150, 160). These were used to build the level of the area up by about 0.5m at its deepest point, allowing for the laying of a non-reinforced concrete slab 0.12m thick (2/001, 136) with its upper surface at c.36.90m OD. This concrete had later been broken out and a new service [2/018] inserted through it. Two other service trenches ran through the area, truncating earlier made ground (138, 144, 173) and put in prior to the construction of the car park surface. Both trenches [2/013, 153] contained plastic water pipes, subsequently backfilled over (2/014, 151, 152). The car park surface was formed by a tarmac hardstanding (693).
4.11
Phase VII: Modern

The railway station was decommissioned in 1964, and was demolished, and the site cleared, by 1971. Subsequent to this time, the area of station buildings was shored up by the construction of a retaining wall {002} east-west across the site. Ramps were constructed down the east and west sides of the site, along with a concrete stairwell in front of the main entrance, in order to allow motorised and pedestrian access to the lower area of site, where once the tracks had been. This use as a car park continued until the new development scheme was implemented.

5
DISCUSSION

Early Bronze Age

A single cremation of an adult male has been dated to the early 2nd millennium BC, and represents the only known cremation of this period in the local area. This feature was cut through an earlier ditch, which may be of Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date. Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic finds have been made in the vicinity of the site, as have middle Bronze Age features, but the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age periods are generally under-represented in the local archaeological record. Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age cremations are often identified in southern England with the emergence of a ritualised landscape. Evidence of this has been identified at Harmondsworth, West Drayton, some 6km south of the Vine Street site (Thompson et al 1998: 81).
Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age

A few features were tentatively dated to this later period of prehistory, although Ditch 1 does seem to be securely dated to this period. Ditch 1 would have been the major identifiable landscape feature during this later period at the site, although there may have been other activity associated with it. In the absence of other securely datable features it is not possible to characterise fully the nature of land use at the site during the first half of the 1st millennium BC.

Comparable features in both size, profile and date were identified in the immediate area to the east of the site at 2-3 Windsor Street (UX83i) and 5-6 High Street (UX83ii; Thompson et al 1998:85). These ditches ran north-south and parallel to one another, and were interpreted as part of a Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age field system, of which other features recorded on the High Street (HSU96; Lon Arch round-up 1996, 1997, 1998) may have formed a part. The Vine Street ditch may be part of a contemporary co-axial field system.

To the south of modern Uxbridge, gullies and features of similar date were recorded at the Trys site (TSC89) and Packet Boat Lane (PBL89), both in Cowley (Thompson et al 1998:83-84). To the north of Uxbridge, several large features of this period were identified at the Jewson’s site, Harefield Road (HRR93; Lon Arch round-up 1993).

It is evident that land enclosure during the later prehistoric period has been identified at a number of sites within close proximity to the Vine Street site, and it seems likely that a similar land use has been identified here. It may be that the large east-west ditch formed part of a co-axial field system identified at various nearby sites within the centre of modern Uxbridge.


Medieval

Although no features dated to the medieval period, there was a background of medieval cultural material at the site, which is not surprising given the known origins of Uxbridge. The first formal settlement in the immediate area was supposedly founded in the Anglo-Saxon period. Subsequent development centred on a bridge over the River Colne, and along the London to Oxford road. This road later became the High Street, still the major thoroughfare through modern Uxbridge. By at least the 12th century, Uxbridge was a busy medieval town, described in the 16th century as “full of inns” (Hearmon 1982). Archaeological evidence for this period consists of ribbon development properties along the High Street, with associated rear burgage plots, and occasional pits outside of these areas (see for example, Mills 1984; Knight & Jefferies, forthcoming). Although no medieval pitting was identified at the site, the presence of medieval material in a developed soil horizon and as residual material in later features suggests that the site lay within pasture, or similarly low-intensity land, peripheral to the medieval heart of Uxbridge.

Post-Medieval Land-Use

The number of post-medieval features was low, suggesting occasional land-use in the form of pitting, although the purpose of these features is unknown. It would seem that the site remained undeveloped until the construction of the railway station, and was probably pastureland or similar during this time, as it had been during the medieval period.


Railway Station

Extensive evidence was found for the Great Western Railway station, opened in September 1856. This included elements of the original booking hall, waiting room and engine house, originally built in the Italianate style. By 1866 a turntable had been constructed, although this was gone by 1881, and new tracks laid over the top. This may have occurred when the branch line was converted to standard gauge in October 1871. Various additions and modifications to both buildings and track were undertaken over the next 40-50 years. One such modification was the construction of a new spur line alongside the cricket ground to the east, running up to a sand drag. Significant additions also included the construction of auxiliary buildings abutting the western side of the booking office. The latest identified phase of station activity probably dated to the 1920s. The train shed was pulled down in the early 1930s. The railway station was decommissioned in 1964, and subsequently demolished. The history of the station and the Uxbridge line has been discussed elsewhere (Jenkins & Turner 1995).

Modern Land-Use

The site was cleared by 1971, after which it was converted to use as a car park, and remained as such during and after the site investigations. The development scheme has been carried out and the site is now occupied by office buildings.
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