VALLEY VIEW, ST LEONARD’S HILL, ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR AND MAIDENHEAD: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL

WATCHING BRIEF REPORT


1
ABSTRACT

Between the 11th and 16th July 2007 an archaeological Watching Brief, on behalf of Mark Perkins, was carried out on a programme of ground reduction at Valley View, Windsor. This involved landscaping of the rear garden area and the excavation of a construction trench for an extension to the existing building, excavated with a 13 tonne tracked excavator. The majority of the deposits observed related to the construction of the current property and subsequent landscaping of the garden. Undisturbed soil profiles did survive in southern part of the site. No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified during the course of the watching brief. 
2
INTRODUCTION

Site Location

2.1
The site is located in the southwest of Windsor, in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. It is bounded by St. Leonard’s Hill to the northwest, residential properties to the northeast and southwest, and woodland to the southeast (Figures 1 & 2). The site is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 93819 75410, is L-shaped in plan, and covers a total area of approximately 1,129m2.


Development Proposals

2.2 The site is currently occupied by a single residential property and associated garden plots to both the front and rear of the property. The development plan is for the construction of an extension to the rear of the property, in addition to landscaping parts of the rear garden area.
Planning Background

2.3
Planning permission to undertake the development has been granted under the Town & Country Planning Act (1990) (Ref No.:07/00756), subject to conditions. Condition 4 states that:
“No development shall take place within the area of archaeological interest until the applicant has secured the implementation of an archaeological watching brief as part of a phased programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.”

Reason: To ensure the continued preservation in situ or by record of this area of archaeological interest.

This condition has been required in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (PPG 16) issued by the Department of the Environment in 1990 (DoE, 1990), and was recommended by the Archaeology Officer for the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.
2.4
The site does not lie within an Archaeological Priority Zone and no Listed Buildings or Scheduled Ancient Monuments lie within the development area. 
2.5
AOC Archaeology Group Ltd were commissioned by Mark Perkins to carry out the Archaeological Watching Brief. Subsequently a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was produced (AOC 2007). This document detailed how the Watching Brief would be undertaken.
3
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Geology and Topography

3.1
The British Geological Survey map (BGS, Sheet 269), indicates that the site is situated upon London Clay.
3.2
The site is located approximately 1.5km south of the River Thames, on the northern face of St. Leonard’s Hill. The site is on steeply sloping ground, with the northern boundary of the property at 65.30m Ordnance Datum (OD), and the southern boundary at 75.28m OD. 
3.3
At the northern end of the rear garden the natural gradient had been altered by the presence of several terraced areas, indicating parts of the garden have been landscaped in the past. 
3.4
No geotechnical investigations have been conducted within the proposed development area.
Archaeological Background
3.5 No previous archaeological investigations have been undertaken on the site itself. The following is derived from information supplied by the Archaeology Officer for Berkshire Archaeology.
Prehistoric (before c.AD 43)

3.6
Artefacts dating to the Prehistoric period have been found within 500m of the site including a socketed axe and two spearheads at the top of St Leonard’s Hill in 1705. It is thought that there may have been more finds than are listed. The presence of ash noted with these finds suggests that they are associated with a denuded barrow or cremation burial. An Iron Age horn cap from a chariot was also found at St Leonard’s Hill.
Roman (c. AD 43 ‑ 450)

3.7
During the Roman period Berkshire seems to have been mainly rural with scattered farmsteads. No large settlements have been identified nearby. However, occasional spot-finds of Roman date have been found in the area demonstrating that Roman activity was present.

Anglo-Saxon (c.451-1065) 

3.8
The town of Windsor came into being during the Saxon period. Located adjacent to the River Thames, the settlement grew rapidly due to its accessibility. 

Medieval (c.1066 - 1485) 

3.9
By the time of the Domesday Book in 1086, Windsor had grown into a small town of approximately 500 inhabitants. Windsor was taken by William the Conqueror as his own and he had a new castle constructed on an escarpment at Clewer. Due to the large household the royal castle required, a great number of people were drawn to the locale.

3.10
There are references to a chapel in the vicinity of the site dating to the early 13th century (VCH 1923, p.76). It is mentioned throughout the 13th, 15th and 17th centuries although the remains have yet to be located.

3.11
During the 13th century Windsor grew in size and importance and in 1277 Windsor was granted a charter, allowing the merchants the right to form a guild. Throughout the latter part of the medieval period Windsor grew in prosperity, with a weekly market present. By 1350 Windsor was hosting two fairs a week.

3.12
During the first half of the 15th century Windsor went into decline. However, the government of Windsor was reformed in 1467 which saw an improvement in its economic fortunes.

Post-Medieval (c.1485 - modern)

3.13
During the civil war parliamentary troops occupied Windsor Castle in 1642 and remained in their control until 1646. Despite the unrest, the population of the town grew steadily, exceeding 2,000 people by the late 17th century. 

3.14
The growing stature of Windsor in the 17th century was reflected by the introduction of the first stagecoach from London to Windsor in 1673.

3.15
An act of parliament in 1769 greatly improved conditions in Windsor. Streets were properly paved and were regularly maintained. In 1793 the Theatre Royal was built.

3.16
During the 19th century the population of Windsor expanded from just over 3,000 in 1801, to over 9,000 by the end of the century. Despite the rapid expansion modernisation was slow, the railway from London not reach the town until 1844. For much of the 19th century Windsor remained a quiet market town. Even moving into the 21st century Windsor remains a small town of 29,000 people with an economy based largely on tourism and finance.

4
AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION

4.1
The aims of the Watching Brief were defined as being the following:

· To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the site.

· To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any archaeological remains encountered.

· To record and sample excavate any archaeological remains encountered.

· To assess the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological features and deposits.

· To determine the extent of previous truncations of the archaeological deposits.

· To enable the Archaeology Officer at Berkshire Archaeology to make an informed decision on the status of the condition on the planning permission, and any possible requirement for further work in order to satisfy that condition.

· To make available to interested parties the results of the investigation in order to inform the mitigation strategy as part of the planning process.

4.2
The specific objectives of the Watching Brief were:

· Determine the presence of any remains of Prehistoric date, particularly the barrow or any associated features which could potentially traverse the site.

· Determine the presence of any remains of Roman date on the site.

· Assess the potential of the site to inform on the medieval development and chronology of Windsor. 

· Determine the presence of any remains that might pertain to the church noted in the Victoria County History (VCH 1923)
· Assess the degree and extent of truncation of earlier deposits by the phases of late post-medieval and modern buildings on the site.
4.3
The final aim is to make public the results of the investigation, subject to any confidentiality restrictions.

5
METHODOLOGY 

5.1
The fieldwork was managed by Ron Humphrey for AOC Archaeology and supervised by the author. The site was monitored by Mary O’Donoghue, the Archaeology Officer to Berkshire Archaeology. 
5.2
A site code REDMG:2007.677 was obtained from Reading Museum as the unique site identifier.
5.3
An archaeologist was present to observe all ground works.

5.4
The watching brief comprised of two main elements. The first element (Area 1) involved the landscaping of the rear garden area. Primarily this consisted of terracing the southern area of the garden and included ground reduction for the installation of an outdoor pool. The second element (Area 2) comprised ground for the construction of an extension directly to the rear of the house. All work was conducted using a 13 tonne tracked 360º excavator with a toothless bucket. 
5.5
All of the work was carried out in line with Archaeological Guidance Paper (AGP): 3, Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork (English Heritage June 1998); and IFA Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (IFA October 1994). 

6
RESULTS
Area 1 (25m by 8m) (Figure 2)
6.1 Surface of Deposits at Highest Point= 75.28m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD)
	Level (OD)
	Depth
(BGL) 
	Context Number
	Description

	75.28-75.20m
	0.00m
	(1/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, dark grey/black, silty clay.

	75.20-75.05m
	0.08m
	(1/002)
	Subsoil. Soft, dark brown, silty clay.

	75.05-74.75m (NFE)
	0.23-0.53m
	(1/003)
	Natural. Firm, dark yellowish brown, clay.


6.2
The earliest context was a naturally deposited firm, mid yellowish brown, clay (1/003). At its highest it was observed at 75.05m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) in the southern end of Area 1, decreasing to 71.96m AOD at the northern end. This was overlain by discrete patches of soft dark brown silty clay subsoil (1/002), up to 0.15m thick. The subsoil was irregular in its distribution. Overlying subsoil (1/002) was a soft silty clay topsoil (1/001) 0.10m thick.
6.3 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified in Area 1.
Area 2 (15m by 2m) (Figure 2)
6.4 Surface of Trench = 68.50m AOD
	Level (OD)
	Depth

(BGL) 
	Context Number
	Description

	68.50-68.42m
	0.00m
	(2/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, black, silty clay.

	68.42-66.92m (NFE)
	0.08-1.58m
	(2/005)
	Natural. Soft, mid yellowish brown, clay.



6.5 The earliest context was a naturally deposited firm, mid yellowish brown clay (2/005). At its highest it was observed at 68.42m AOD. Truncating the natural deposit at a 45º angle across the full northeast-southwest length of the area was a modern construction cut [2/004], with a depth of 1.5m. It was interpreted as being a modern construction cut. Adjacent to the northwest side of cut [2/004] was a modern red brick revetment wall [2/003] had been built. The vacant space between the cut [2/004] and revetment wall [2/003] had been backfilled by a dark brown, silty clay (2/002), containing occasional fragments of modern ceramic building material (CBM). The sequence was sealed by a layer of black silty clay topsoil (2/001), 0.10m thick.
6.6 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified in Area 2.

7

FINDS

7.1
No finds were recovered during the course of the Watching Brief.

8
CONCLUSIONS

8.1 Natural deposits were identified as being present in Areas 1 and 2, varying in height from 68.42m to 75.05m AOD.

8.2 The deposits below the topsoil in Area 1 were naturally accumulated. The fact that subsoil deposits were absent in places, suggested that horizontal truncation of deposits had occurred in the past. It is likely that the horizontal truncation is associated with other landscaped features observed in the garden, such as the insertion of terraced areas in the northern part of the rear garden.  
8.3 The only feature identified in Area 2 was a substantial construction cut aligned parallel to the rear wall of the existing residential property. Given the alignment of this feature and the modern inclusions within the backfill, it is probable that this is the construction cut for the existing house. 
8.4 In Area 1 it is known that parts of the soil sequence avoided being truncated and survived undisturbed, although no archaeological features were observed. This suggests that the prehistoric activity recorded at the crown of the hill did not extend to this point on the hill slope. No evidence was recovered to indicate that the recorded medieval chapel is present within the vicinity of the site. 

8.5
The deposits observed in Area 2 represent elements of modern disturbance occurring within the rear garden area. This disturbance appears to relate to the construction of the current property and the subsequent landscaping, and is likely to have removed the potential for any archaeological remains to survive.
8.6
No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified during the course of the watching brief.
9        
PUBLICATION
9.1

Due to the limited results of the project, publication will be limited to a summary in the Berkshire Archaeology Round-up and publication via the Archaeological Data Service OASIS form (Appendix B).
10
ARchive depostion

10.1
The archive, consisting of paper records, drawings, and digital photographs, will be deposited with Reading Museum. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

AOC Archaeology Group (2007). Valley View, St. Leonard’s Hill, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead: A Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Watching Brief.
British Geological Survey. (1:50,000 series) Map Sheet 269.
English Heritage. (1998) Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork 3.

Institute of Field Archaeologists. (1994) Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Briefs.

Museum of London. (1994) Archaeological Site Manual (3rd ed).
Victoria County History. (1923) A History of the County of Berkshire, Volume III.

Figure 1 Site Location

Figure 2 Detailed Site Location/Area Location
APPENDIX A
Context Register

	Context No.
	Context Description
	Length/m
	Width/m
	Depth/m

	(1/001)
	Topsoil
	25.00
	8.00
	0.08

	(1/002)
	Subsoil
	10.00
	8.00
	0.15

	(1/003)
	Natural
	25.00
	8.00
	0.30+

	
	
	
	
	

	(2/001)
	Topsoil
	15.00
	2.00
	0.08

	(2/002)
	Construction Cut Backfill
	15.00
	1.60
	1.50

	(2/003)
	Revetment Wall
	15.00
	0.50
	1.50

	(2/004)
	Construction Cut
	15.00
	1.60
	1.50

	(2/005)
	Natural
	15.00
	2.00
	1.50
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