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1
Summary
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken at Thimble Hall, Devenish Road, Sunningdale, Berkshire. Three trenches were excavated across the southern part of the site. Despite the potential, no archaeological features were recorded in any of the trenches.
2
Introduction
2.1
Site Location (Figure 1).
The site is centred on NGR SU 9396 6662. One unlisted residential property (Thimble Hall) with attached gardens, swimming pool and tennis court occupies the site. The site is bounded to the north by the grounds of Charters School, to the east by the grounds of a property fronting Sunning Avenue, to the south by No. 2 Sunning Avenue, and to the west by Devenish Road itself.

2.2
Planning Background
A planning application has been received for the demolition of Thimble Hall and the removal of all existing buildings, pool and tennis courts. The existing buildings are to be replaced with one fourteen dwelling apartment block, with associated garages and gardens. The remainder of the site will consist of a road linking the apartment block to Devenish Road. The applicant was advised by the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead that an Archaeological Evaluation was required ahead of any groundworks in the area. A brief was prepared by Babtie Group Ltd, archaeological advisors to the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, which outlined the requirements of the fieldwork. 
2.3
Archaeological and Geological Background
A Desk-Based Assessment was commissioned by Charles Church Southern, and produced by AOC Archaeology (2002) from which the following background information is taken.
Apart from the above document no previous archaeological investigations have been carried out on this site and very little archaeological excavation has been carried out in the area. The subsequent lack of evidence may, therefore, be more a reflection of the fact that little fieldwork has been carried out than there has been no previous human activity in the area. 


Geology

The British Geological Survey maps (BGS Sheet 269) indicates that the site is situated upon Bracklesham Beds, which consists of a pebble bed layer overlying a mix of loams and clays which varies locally in thickness.


Prehistoric (before c. AD 43)

There are no references to prehistoric activity in the SMR. However, a number of Bronze Age Barrows or burial mounds were found near Sunningdale Station, approximately 1.2km to the east of the proposed site. As there is little known prehistoric activity in the area there is a moderate to low potential for finds of this date to exist upon the site.


Roman (c.AD 43‑450)


During the construction of the Sunningdale Station a tessellated floor dating to the Roman period was discovered near the intersection of the railway and the Devil’s Highway Roman road. This section of the Roman road, known as the Devil’s Highway is thought to have run approximately 25-55m to the south of the site. However, the course of this section of the Roman road is not exactly certain through the Sunningdale area, so the line is postulated. The SMR notes suggest that the road is north of the line published by the Ordnance Survey maps. This would bring the road closer to the proposed development site. It should also be noted that Roman roads often had ditches on either side to aid drainage. Due the site’s proximity to the Roman road it is thought that the potential for Roman remains relating to the road is moderate.


Saxon (c. 450‑1066) 
Sunningdale did not exist as a settlement during the Saxon period. However, it has been suggested that its name is derived from an Anglo-Saxon charter which links the area with the family of sunna. No references exist within the SMR for finds or monuments of Saxon date. The possibility of finding Saxon remains on the site is considered low.

Medieval (c.1066 - 1485)

Sunningdale is not mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as it did not exist as a settlement. The first reference to Sunninghill, to the northwest of the proposed site, is in 1362 when a manor belonging to John de Sunninghill is described as being within the Cookham Hundred. It is unlikely that there was a medieval settlement although it is known that a nunnery existed approximately 2km to the east of the site in Broomhall. However, a fire in 1462 destroyed many of the records and so when the nunnery was founded is unknown although it has been suggested that it was founded in the 12th century. There are no entries in the SMR relating to the medieval period and little known medieval activity in the area, hence the potential for medieval remains existing upon the site is low.


Post-medieval (c.1485 - modern)
The map by Roque dating to 1761 reveals that the site was open common land. However, by 1841 the land was occupied by fields for pasture and three houses had been constructed to the west of the site. At this time Sunningdale would have consisted of little more than a few houses, approximately 1km to the northeast of the proposed development area. Until 1912 the land appears to have remained as part of a large field. However, the three houses do not appear on the Tithe map of 1841 but reappear on the Ordnance Survey map of 1912, suggesting that the maps are not necessarily correct. The first sign of development on the site appears on the Ordnance Survey map of 1971 with the construction of what is now known as Thimble Hall. There are no SMR entries relating to post-medieval finds within the vicinity of the site until the late 20th century. The potential for post-medieval remains existing on the site is therefore considered low.

3
Strategy
3.1
Aims of the Investigation
The aim of the evaluation was to determine the nature, location, extent, date, condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be threatened by the proposed development. This applied to remains of all periods, and included evidence of past environments.

The evaluation also looked to determine the complexity of the horizontal and/or vertical stratigraphy present.
Specifically the evaluation was to determine whether there was any evidence for the Roman road known as the Devil’s Highway or any related features which might have suggested the nearby location of the road.
The final aim was to make available to interested parties the results of the investigation subject to any confidentiality restrictions.

3.2
Methodology
A unique site code (DES 04) was assigned for the evaluation works.

Three trenches were excavated across the site (Figure 2). The trenches were distributed in the southern area to avoid impacting on the structures and associated paths and car park of Thimble Hall as planning consent has yet to be granted for the development proposal. All trenches were excavated and backfilled using a JCB 3CX with a 1.6m wide toothless ditching bucket. 
A full written and drawn record was completed for all the trenches. Context numbers were allocated to each deposit and heights for each context were established relative to Ordnance Datum (OD). A temporary benchmark was established on site by traversing in from a benchmark on a wall further down Devenish Road, towards the A30, opposite the residence of Fircroft. Colour and black and white photographic record shots were taken of all the trenches.
All of the fieldwork was carried out in accordance with the IFA Standard and Guidance for Field Evaluations. Mike Lang Hall monitored the work on behalf of the Borough Council.
4
Results
4.1
Archaeology Present
The trenches were laid out as specified in the Written Scheme of Investigation.
Trench 1

Ground surface level 0.00m = 60.44mOD
	0.00-0.42m
	(1001)
	Topsoil. Compact light grey/brown sandy clay silt. Frequent rooting. Occasional small sub-rounded stone inclusions.

	0.42-0.62m +
	(1002)
	Natural yellow sand deposit. Moderate lenses of natural orange clay.


A sondage was dug at the northern end of the southern North – South part of the trench. This revealed the natural sand deposit (1002) gradually became a natural sandy clay matrix at a depth of 0.85m. No archaeological features were recorded in this trench.
Trench 2

Ground surface level 0.00m = 59.76mOD
	0.00-0.30m
	(2001)
	Topsoil. Loose mid brown/grey sandy silt. Occasional sub-rounded pebbles and flecks of charcoal. Moderate rooting.

	0.30-0.45m +
	(2002) 
	Natural yellow sand deposit. Occasional lenses of orange clayey sand.


A sondage was dug at the west end of Trench 2. This revealed the natural sand deposit (2002) gradually became a natural sandy clay deposit at a depth of 1.10m below ground surface level. (2002) was truncated by a service trench orientated NE – SW starting approximately 9m from the eastern end of Trench 2. A tree bole was present 12m from the eastern end of the trench. No archaeological features were recorded in this trench.
Trench 3
Ground surface level 0.00m = 59.60mOD
	0.00-0.30m
	(3001)
	Topsoil. Loose mid brown/grey sandy silt. Occasional small, sub-rounded pebbles and flecks of charcoal. Moderate rooting.

	0.30-0.40m +
	(3002)
	Natural yellow sand deposit. Occasional lenses of natural orange clay.


A sondage was dug at the northwest end of Trench 3. This revealed the natural deposit (3002) gradually faded into a natural sandy clay deposit at a depth of 1.00m below ground surface level. (3002) was truncated by a tree bole 4m from the northwest end. No archaeological features were recorded in this trench.

4.2
Finds
No finds were recorded in any of the trenches.

5
Conclusions
No archaeological features were recorded on this site during the course of the work. It seems unlikely that there is any archaeology present here as the most likely place for any remains on this site would have been to the south, near the Devil’s Highway. Trench 2 covered the area closest to the Devil’s Highway and was a negative trench. The possible presence of any archaeological remains further north is therefore slim, particularly so when the house and swimming pool foundations are taken into consideration. Given the postulated trajectory of the Devil’s Highway it is conceivable that the area to the east, under the tennis court, may encompass some Roman remains associated with the Road. However, as the depth of the natural deposits is negligible, the chances are that any remains will have been truncated or removed during groundworks that may have been required for the building of the tennis court.

 It is the opinion of the author and of AOC Archaeology Group that no further work is required on this site. However the final decision must rest with Mike Lang Hall, the County Archaeologist.
6
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Figure 1: Site Location

Figure 2: Trench Location
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Appendix A – Context Summary

	Context No.
	Context Description
	Length (m)
	Width (m)
	Thickness (m)
	Plan No.
	Section No.

	1001
	Topsoil 
	28.00
	2.00
	0.42
	
	

	1002
	Natural deposit
	28.00
	2.00
	0.20+
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001
	Topsoil
	40.00
	2.00
	0.30
	
	

	2002
	Natural deposit
	40.00
	2.00
	0.15+
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3001
	Topsoil
	17.00
	2.00
	0.30
	
	

	3002
	Natural deposit
	17.00
	2.00
	0.10+
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