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1
NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group between the 2nd and 11th January 2008 at the site of 39 & 41 Medina Avenue, Newport, on behalf of Tim Woodcock and commissioned by Gifford. The aim of the evaluation was to assess the impact of the proposed residential redevelopment on any surviving archaeological remains. 

The evaluation comprised eight machine excavated trenches all of varying size, the largest being 4m by 4m. Two trenches were recognised as containing archaeological features. These features comprised two shallow ditches and a soil horizon, both dated to the Roman period. 

The evaluation trenches showed that late post-medieval horizontal truncation of deposits had occurred in the southwest area, where substantial late post-medieval dumping had occurred. The evaluation trenches also demonstrated that undisturbed subsoil and topsoil deposits were present across the remaining area of the site, up to a depth of 1m.

Overall, the potential for archaeological deposits to be present on the western side of site and within the garden of 39 Medina Avenue is good, albeit of a low intensity nature. 
2 Introduction


Site Location (Figures 1 & 2)

2.1 The site is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SZ 5025 8861, and is within land bounded to the west by Medina Avenue, to the east by the River Medina, to the north by residential properties, and to the south by rough open ground. The site is roughly triangular in shape and covers an area of approximately 2,000m² (0.2ha).


Planning Background

2.2
An application has been received by the Local Planning Authority for the demolition of dwellings, with the intention of preparing the ground for further development. This archaeological evaluation has been commissioned as part of a predetermination investigation in support of that application.

2.3

AOC Archaeology Group Ltd were commissioned by Gifford to carry out the field evaluation. Subsequently a Written Scheme of Investigation was prepared (AOC 2007) to fulfil the requirement for a method statement as specified in the brief from the Isle of Wight County Archaeology and Historic Environment Service (2007).
2.4
Prior to commencing work a unique code for the project was provided by the Isle of Wight Historic Environment Record (IWCMS: 2008.6235). 

2.5
On site field work was undertaken between 2nd and 11th January 2007.

Geology and Topography

2.6
The British Geological Survey map (BGS 1:50,000 series), indicates that the drift geology of the site is Valley Brickearth over solid geology of Bagshot Beds. Alluvial deposits are indicated to be overlying Valley Brickearth on the eastern boundary of the site. 
2.7
The site lies on a moderate gradient descending towards the River Medina. The western boundary of the site lies at approximately 9.80m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD), with the eastern boundary of the site at c6.10m AOD.

2.8    Geotechnical investigations were conducted on site by G L Martin Ltd (2007), consisting of three borehole samples (Figure 2). The results are summarized below.

· Borehole 1 – located near the western boundary of the site, recorded topsoil overlying a layer of made ground 1.1m thick. Naturally deposited silty clay was observed at 1.2m below ground level.

· Borehole 2 – located in the centre of the site, recorded topsoil overlying two distinct bands of made ground reaching a combined thickness of 3.9m. Naturally deposited silty clay was observed at 4.3m below ground level.

· Borehole 3 – located in the northeast corner of the site, recorded topsoil overlying a layer of made ground 0.35m thick. Naturally deposited silty clay was observed at 0.7m below ground level.
3
HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND.

3.1    
No known previous archaeological investigations have been undertaken on site. The following information has been derived from a 500m radius search of the Isle of Wight Historic Environment Record (IWHER), with reference numbers bracketed.
Prehistoric (before c.AD 43)

3.2 Several entries appear on the IWHER representing activity occurring throughout the prehistoric period. The earliest entry relates to palaeolithic activity recorded at Great Pan Farm (877-MIW929) located approximately 125m to the east of the site. Multiple investigations throughout the 20th century and into recent years have found over 140 flint implements and 500 retouched flakes during gravel extraction and later redevelopment of the site. The tools recovered have been identified as containing Mousterian material of Acheulian tradition. The site has been recognised as being of national significance due to the rarity of this type of material. Other isolated palaeolithic finds have been found elsewhere, consisting of a flint core recovered during building work on South Street (924-MIW976), located c375m to the north of the development.
3.3 Investigations at Great Pan Farm also identified evidence of later prehistoric activity in the form of unstratified flint tools belonging to both the Mesoltihic and Neolithic periods (878-MIW930) demonstrating continuity use of the site over time. Further unstratified Neolithic tools have been discovered in the garden of a house at Shide Cross (467-MIW466) 500m to the southwest of the site.
3.4 Evidence for Bronze Age activity in the area is limited, the only recorded entry on the IWHER is for a bronze looped palstave recovered during the gravel workings at Great Pan Farm (879-MIW931).

3.5 The Late Iron Age is represented on the IWHER by several entries in the local area. The most significant entry is located approximately 200m to the southwest on Queens Road (852-MIW904), where excavations for a sewer trench revealed evidence of a Late Belgic/Early Roman hut site. Activity at this time is also supported by the recovery of late Iron Age/Early Roman pottery in two separate locations, both within 200m to the south (872-MIW924 & 874-MIW926). The isolated find of a denarius dating to between 90 BC to 79 BC (2162-MIW2220), found on Clarence Road to the northwest, is a strong indication of contact with the Roman Empire during this period. 

Roman (c. AD 43-410)

3.6 There are a substantial number of records associated with the Roman period located within 500m of the Medina Road properties. The most significant of these is the excavation of Newport Roman Villa in 1926, which is located approximately 120m to the west of the site (855-MIW907). The Villa is of a winged corridor type and has been designated as a Scheduled Monument. The earliest phase of activity identified during the excavations predates the construction of the villa itself, indicating occupation on the site during the 1st to 2nd century AD, in the form of ditches and occupation debris. It is not until the late 3rd century when the Villa structure is built, consisting of 14 rooms including a dedicated bath house in the southwest wing. It is likely that by c320 AD domestic occupation of the villa had ceased, with the villa structure left to decay and collapse (Tomalin 1987).
3.7 Other significant structural remains thought to be associated with the Newport Villa have been uncovered nearby. A substantial Roman wall was discovered during the installation of sewerage pipes to the south of the villa on Cypress Road (853-MIW905). It was unclear if this wall related to the villa boundary or to other related structures. In addition to this, at the junction between Avondale Road and Medina Avenue, directly to the west of the site, service trenching revealed elements of an in-situ hypocaust system (856-MIW908). The hypocaust system represents a separate substantial structure within close proximity of the villa.
3.8 The IWHER records also include reports of several isolated finds of Roman pottery and coins scatters within 500m of the site, to the north, south, and west (857-MIW909, 873-MIW925 & 2550-MIW2600). In the area located between the development site and the villa, a selection of isolated finds have been recorded including tile and brick and other occupation debris (854-MIW906 & 875-MIW927).
Anglo-Saxon (410 – 1066)

3.9
No records relating the Anglo-Saxon period are recorded on the IWHER within the vicinity of the site.
Medieval (1066 - 1485) 
3.10
The settlement of Newport is first referred to in a charter of c1180, at a time when it is thought to be a small fishing community. By 1263 the settlement had grown in size to 175 tenements. Disaster struck Newport in the mid 14th century in the form of the plague, and it suffered further in 1377 after being attacked by the French (5767-MIW7140).
3.11
Both Shide and Great Pan Farm (Lepene) are mentioned in the Domesday Book indicating that small settlements were present in the vicinity during the 11th century (5193-MIW6673 & 5216-MIW6696). The village of Lepene has now been lost, but is thought to survive as a deserted medieval settlement on the estern bank of the River Medina (956-MIW1008).  
Post-medieval (1485 – 1900)

3.12
Like many other urban centres across the country, Newport experienced a massive growth in size and population during the post-medieval period. A significant proportion of that growth began in the 18th century. This is attested to by the number of historic buildings located within Newport town centre approximately 500m to the northwest of site. On St. James Street alone there are 24 entries on the IWHER relating to 18th to 19th century shops and properties (10715-MIW8214 to 10738-MIW8237). Other historic properties dating back to the 19th century have been recorded on both Terrace Road and Trafalgar Road. 
3.13
Industrial activity also formed part of the identity of Newport in the post-medieval period, with several different industries exploiting the clay resource in the vicinity. Shide brickworks and pottery works (4116-MIW5746 & 4097-MIW5727) were located approximately 500m to the southwest of the development site, while Orchard Street Clay Pipe Factory (1543-MIW1646) was c400m northwest of the site.
Modern (1900 – present)

3.14
It was not until the early 1900s that area around Medina Avenue, also known as the Mount Pleasant Estate, was developed. A new network of roads was built to facilitate access to Newport’s suburban growth.
3.15
During the Second World War the Isle of Wight was vulnerable, and would have been at the forefront of any invasion from the continent. Like elsewhere in the country, numerous defensive points were set up to impede any invasion attempts. One of these defensive points is located at Ponders End, 500m to the south of the site, incorporating a looped holed wall (4863-MIW6362) and a garden shed converted into an impromptu pillbox (4868-MIW6367).
4          STRATEGY
Aims of the Investigation

4.1
The aims of the Evaluation were defined as being:

· To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the site.

· To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any archaeological remains encountered.
· To record and sample excavate any archaeological remains encountered.

· To assess the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological features and deposits.

· To determine the extent of previous truncations of the archaeological deposits.

· To enable the archaeological advisor to the Isle of Wight County Council to make an informed decision on the status of the planning application, and any possible conditions for further work required if the application is approved.
· To make available to interested parties the results of the investigation in order to inform the mitigation strategy as part of the planning process.

4.2 The specific objectives of the Evaluation were to:

· Determine the presence of any remains associated with the known Roman villa which lies adjacent to the site.

· Determine the presence of any remains pre-dating any Roman activity on the site.

· Determine the presence of any remains post-dating any Roman activity on the site.

· Assess the degree and extent of truncation to any Roman deposits by the phases of later activity, specifically late post-medieval and modern activity on the site.
4.3 The final aim is to make public the results of the investigation, subject to any confidentiality restrictions.
Research Design

4.4 
An Archaeological Brief was prepared by the Isle of Wight County Archaeology and Historic Environment Service (2007), with a Written Scheme of Investigation subsequently prepared by AOC Archaeology (2007).  This involved the excavation of eight evaluation trenches (Figure 2).

4.5
Site procedures were defined in the Written Scheme of Investigation (AOC 2007). All practices were carried out in accordance with local and national guidelines (English Heritage 1998 & IFA 1994). Provision was made for a report as defined in the Written Scheme of Investigation.

            Methodology

4.6
During the fieldwork the size and location of several trenches had to be altered, in agreement with Gifford, to avoid obstructions and aid site logistics (Figure 2). The alterations are as follows:

· Trench 1 - Original Trench 1A initially reduced in size to 2.6m by 2.1m due to logistical reasons. Space for spoiling limited so depth of trench restricted to 0.75m and then backfilled. Second sondage trench opened in same location. Trench 1B measured 1.8m by 1m, reaching a depth of 1.45m.
· Trench 2 - Relocated 1.5m to the east of its original position, and restricted in size to 3.8m by 2.5m by limited spoiling area.
· Trench 3 - Not excavated by agreement of Gifford and the County Archaeologists.
· Trench 4 - Size and location unaltered.
· Trench 5 - Size and location unaltered.

· Trench 6 - Size and location unaltered.
· Trench 7 - Size and location unaltered.

· Trench 8 - Reoriented to align northwest-southeast due to obstructions.

4.7
Levels for each context were established relative to Ordnance Datum, taken from a Bench Mark on the wall outside 9b Avondale Road (19.44m Above Ordnance Datum). A Temporary Bench Mark was established on a service cover on the road outside 41 Medina Avenue at a height of 9.38m AOD.
4.8
The evaluation was conducted by the author under the overall management of Andy Leonard. The site was monitored by Helen Moore on behalf of Gifford and Owen Cambridge, Archaeological Officer for Isle of Wight County Council.

5
Results

Trench 1A
5.1 Surface of Trench = 9.81m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	9.81-9.43m
	0.00m
	(1A/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, dark greyish brown, clayey silt. 



	9.43- 9.28m
	0.38m
	(1A/002)
	Subsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.

	9.28-9.02m (NFE)
	0.53-0.79m
	(1A/003)
	Soft, dark yellowish brown, silty clay. Frequent CBM fragments. Made Ground.



5.2
The earliest recorded deposit was a soft, dark yellowish brown, silty clay (1A/003), which contained frequent fragments of 18th to 19th century ceramic building material (CBM). This was interpreted as a post-medieval made ground deposit, and at its highest was observed at 9.28m AOD. This was overlain by a 0.15m thick layer of sandy silt subsoil (1A/002), which was sealed by an organic clayey silt topsoil (1A/001) up to 0.40m thick. The topsoil contained occasional fragments of 19th century pottery.

5.3
No features of archaeological significance were identified in Trench 1A.

Trench 1B (Figure 3)

5.4 Surface of Trench = 9.81m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	9.81-9.21m
	0.00m
	(1B/001)
	Soft, dark grey, clayey silt. Mixed backfill. Made Ground.

	9.21-8.86m
	0.60m
	(1B/002)
	Soil Horizon. Soft, dark brown, clayey silt. Undated.

	8.86-8.71m
	0.95m
	(1B/003)
	Soil Horizon. Soft, mid grey, clayey silt. Roman.

	8.71-8.36m (NFE)
	1.10-1.45m
	(1B/004)
	Natural. Firm, mid brown, silty clay. 




5.5 Trench 1B was located in the footprint of Trench 1A, and was excavated through the recent backfill material.

5.6 The earliest recorded deposit was a firm, mid brown, silty clay (1B/004), with occasional medium sub-rounded stony inclusions. This was interpreted as the natural deposit, and at its highest was observed at 8.71m AOD. 

5.7 Overlying the natural was a soft, grey, clayey silt (1B/003) soil horizon up to 0.15m thick. Layer (1B/003) contained occasional small fragments of CBM which were thought to be of Roman origin. Above this a mid brown, clayey silt (1B/002) a 0.35m thick soil horizon had been deposited, which was barren of any cultural inclusions.
5.8 The upper 0.60m of the trench profile was represented by mixed made ground originating from the excavation and subsequent backfilling of Trench 1A.
5.9
No features of archaeological significance were recorded in Trench 1B.


Trench 2 (Figure 3)
5.10
Surface of Trench = 9.64m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	9.64-9.54m
	0.00m
	(2/001)
	Concrete Driveway Slab. 



	9.54- 9.18m
	0.10m
	(2/002)
	Soft, dark brown, clayey silt. CBM fragments. Made Ground.

	9.18- 9.04m
	0.46m
	(2/003)
	Soil Horizon. Soft, dark greyish brown, clayey silt. Post-Medieval.

	9.04-8.64m
	0.60m
	(2/004)
	Soil Horizon. Soft, mid greyish brown, clayey silt. Undated.

	8.64- 8.44m
	1.00m
	(2/005)
	Soil Horizon. Soft, mid grey, clayey silt. Roman.

	8.44-8.34m (NFE)
	1.20-1.30m
	(2/006)
	Natural. Compact, dark orangey brown, sandy clay gravel. 




5.11
The earliest recorded deposit was a compact, dark orangey brown, sandy clay gravel (2/006), interpreted as being as being the natural deposit. This was observed at its highest at 8.44m AOD.

5.12 Deposited directly above the natural was a 0.20m thick layer of soft, mid grey, clayey silt (2/005). This soil horizon contained several medium sized fragments of CBM which appeared to derive from the Roman period. Soil horizon (2/005) was followed in the depositional sequence by a 0.40m thick, mid greyish brown, clayey silt layer (2/004), which contained no obvious inclusion. Above soil horizon (2/004) was a dark greyish brown, clayey silt (2/003) layer up to 0.15m thick, and contained occasional fragments of 19th century pottery. Layer (2/003) was interpreted to be a horizontally truncated subsoil deposit.
5.13
Sealing the sequence was a 0.35m thick layer of modern clayey silt made ground (2/002) supporting the concrete driveway slab (2/001).

Trench 3 
5.14
Trench 3 was not excavated.

Trench 4 
5.15     Surface of Trench = 9.06m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	9.06-5.86m
	0.00m
	(4/001)
	Highly mixed deposit with clay and chalk lenses, plus frequent CBM frags. Made Ground.

	5.86-5.56m (NFE)
	3.20-3.50m
	(4/002)
	Natural. Alluvial deposit, firm, dark brownish grey, clay. 




5.16
The earliest recorded deposit was a firm, dark brownish grey, clay (4/002). This was interpreted as a natural alluvial clay deposit, and at its highest was observed at 5.86m AOD. This was overlain by 3.20m of highly mixed made ground deposits (4/001). The made ground was comprised of distinct individual bands of made ground demonstrated by the presence of tip lines. These bands varied in composition between clay, chalk and organic clay silts, including lenses ashy debris. Each band of made ground had been dumped at a 45° angle within a short interval of time, and several bands contained frequent fragments of 19th to 20th century CBM, pottery and glass.
5.17
No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified in Trench 4.

Trench 5
5.18     Surface of Trench = 8.09m AOD
	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	8.09-5.69m
	0.00m
	(5/001)
	Highly mixed deposit with clay and chalk lenses, plus frequent CBM frags. Made Ground.

	5.69- 5.39m
	2.40m
	(5/002)
	Disturbed clay gravel. Compact, orangey brown, sandy clay gravel. Occasional large fragment CBM.

	5.39- 5.19m
	2.70m
	(5/003)
	Redeposited Natural? Soft, mid yellowish brown, clay.

	5.19-4.89m (NFE)
	2.90-3.20m
	(5/004)
	Natural. Alluvial deposit, soft, dark grey, fine silt. 




5.19
The earliest recorded deposit was a soft, dark grey, fine silt (5/004). This was interpreted a natural alluvial silt, and at its highest was observed at 5.19m AOD. Overlying the natural alluvial deposit was a layer of what was thought to be redeposited natural clay (5/003) up to 0.30m thick. Due to the depth at which this deposit was observed, and the unstable nature of the trench, further detailed observations were not possible.
5.20
Above the clay (5/003) was a further 0.30m thick layer of compact, orangey brown sandy clay gravel (5/002). The occasional large CBM fragments observed within the deposit indicated that it was a disturbed layer of clay gravel.
5.21 Sealing the sequence was a substantial layer of 19th to 20th century mixed made ground (5/001), 2.40m thick. The deposit contained multiple layers varying in composition between organic silty clay, chalk, and clay. All the made ground had been dumped at roughly a 45° angle over a short space of time. Frequent CBM fragments were observed through out the deposit.
5.22 No features of archaeological significance were identified in Trench 5.

Trench 6
5.23     Surface of Trench = 6.98m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	6.98-6.62m
	0.00m
	(6/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, dark greyish brown, clayey silt.

	6.62- 6.42m
	0.36m
	(6/002)
	Subsoil. Soft, mid greyish brown, silty clay.

	6.42-6.30m (NFE)
	0.56-0.68m
	(6/003)
	Natural. Compact, dark orangey brown, sandy clay gravel. 




5.24
The earliest recorded deposit was a compact, dark orangey brown, sandy clay gravel (6/003). This was interpreted as the natural deposit, and at its highest was observed at 6.42m AOD. Overlying the natural deposit was a 0.20m thick layer of mid greyish brown, silty clay subsoil (6/002). This was sealed by up 0.35m thick clayey silt organic topsoil (6/001).
5.25 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified in Trench 6.

Trench 7
5.26     Surface of Trench = 7.22m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	7.22-7.07m
	0.00m
	(7/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, mid brown, clayey silt.

	7.07- 6.77m
	0.15m
	(7/002)
	Subsoil. Soft, dark brown, silty clay.

	6.77-6.37m (NFE)
	0.45-0.85m
	(7/003)
	Natural. Compact, mid orangey brown, sandy clay gravel. 




5.27
The earliest recorded deposit was a compact, mid orangey brown, sandy clay gravel (7/003). This was interpreted as the natural deposit, and at its highest was observed at 6.77m AOD. Overlying the natural was a layer of dark brown, silty clay subsoil (7/002) up to 0.30m thick. Deposited above the subsoil was a 0.15m thick layer of clayey silt topsoil (7/001).
5.28 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified in Trench 7.

Trench 8 (Figure 4)
5.29     Surface of Trench = 6.16m AOD

	Level (OD)
	Depth 
	Context Number
	Description

	6.16-5.96m
	0.00m
	(8/001)
	Topsoil. Soft, dark grey brown, clayey silt.

	5.96- 5.66m
	0.20m
	(8/002)
	Subsoil. Soft, mid orangey brown, silty clay.

	5.66-5.56m (NFE)
	0.50-0.60m
	(8/007)
	Natural. Compact, light brownish orange, sandy clay gravel. 




5.30
The earliest recorded deposit was a compact, light brownish orange, sandy clay gravel (8/007). This was interpreted as the natural deposit, and at its highest was observed at 5.66m AOD. 

5.31 Two ditch features [8/004] & [8/006] were observed truncating the natural in Trench 8. Both ditches were only partially exposed in plan. Ditches [8/004] & [8/006] were similar, as both were on roughly parallel east-west alignments and with shallow concave profiles. Each ditch measured over 1.40m wide and up to 0.40m deep. The ditch fills (8/003) & (8/005) were all also similar, both being mid yellowish brown and clay in character. Finds were recovered from fill (8/003) in the form of occasional fragments of pottery and CBM, indicating the ditch was backfilled during the Roman period. No finds were collected from fill (8/005).
5.32
Both ditches were sealed by a 0.30m thick layer of orangey brown, silty clay subsoil (8/002), overlain by a further 0.20m thick layer of clayey silt topsoil (8/001). 
6
FINDS
6.1 Finds were retrieved from deposits (1A/001), (1A/002), (1A/003), (2/003), (2/005), (4/001), (5/004), (6/001), (6/002), (7/002) and (8/003). A range of material was collected, predominately associated with the post-medieval period. The assemblages from contexts (1A/001), (1A/002), (1A/003), (2/003), (4/001), (6/001), (6/002) & (7/002) represents the standard range of finds expected from post-medieval urban activity, including pottery, CBM, clay pipe, animal bone and glass bottles. The small number of finds recovered from contexts (2/005) & (8/003) appear to be associated with the Roman period, primarily consisting of CBM and worked stone fragments indicating the presence of a substantial structure within the vicinity of the site. Environmental samples collected from context (2/005) also contained traces of industrial waste and charcoal suggesting also indicating industrial activity in the vicinity. Samples were also collected from context (5/004), an alluvial deposit, but due to the modern nature of some of the finds it is likely the sample has been contaminated.
7
INTERPRETATION

7.1
During the course of the works on site the nature and extent of the archaeological potential was defined, in addition to the associated disturbance of this potential. The most significant features encountered were dated to the Roman period. This included two shallow Roman ditches in Trench 8, and a Roman soil horizon identified at the same level in both Trench 1B and Trench 2. These features demonstrate that Roman deposits survive, indicating that activity from this period occurred within certain areas of the site.

7.2 The presence of the Roman ditches and soil horizon suggest that a low intensity of activity dating to this period occurred on site. The finds recovered from these features indicate that more substantial activity associated with the Roman period was occurring within the vicinity of the site, and that the features observed during the evaluation were peripheral to this activity. Newport Roman Villa is located 120m to the west of the site and is suspected to be a focal point of activity during this period. It is highly likely that the features in question are associated with the villa, but are located in the marginal ground outside the core activity of the villa. 
7.3
No evidence for in-situ remains directly relating to the hypocaust system found adjacent to the site was found during the course of the works.

7.4
The other period represented on site is the 19th to 20th century, by means of a range of finds collected from the upper horizons in Trenches 1A, 2, 4, 6 & 7. The assemblage contains a standard range of material from this period, and is indicative of the late-medieval/modern growth of Newport into the area of the development site.

7.5
The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 1A, 1B, 2, 6, 7 & 8 indicate that disturbance in the western and northern areas of the site is limited, allowing a substantial soil sequence to accumulate over time.

7.6
The limited sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 4 & 5 suggests this southeastern area of site has undergone a degree of horizontal truncation, resulting in the removal of the overlying soil sequences, prior to the dumping of substantial quantities of 19th century waste material. This is likely to have removed the possibility of archaeological remains surviving in this area.

8
CONCLUSION

8.1
The evaluation successfully characterised both the stratigraphic sequence and archaeological potential of the site.  Natural or alluvial deposits were observed in all trenches, between a height of 8.71m and 5.19m AOD. This is consistent with the general gradient of the land decreasing from west to east.

8.2 The archaeological evaluation identified that, of the eight trenches excavated, two contained archaeological features. The features demonstrated peripheral activity associated with the Roman period, represented by two shallow ditches and a soil horizon. Both are likely to be associated with the known Roman villa within the vicinity of the site.
8.3 The evidence for the Roman period suggests low intensity activity, which appears to be focused primarily in the northern area of the site. The nature and the depth of the overburden deposits across the site, except in the southwest area, indicates a potential for other surviving archaeological features.

8.4 Due to the high quantity of evidence from the local area relating to the Roman period, it suggests that these features should be given a low to moderate level of significance.

9        
PUBLICATION

9.1
Until decisions have been made regarding the possibility of further work, due to the limited nature of the project, publication is expected to be undertaken by means of a summary in the Hampshire Archaeology Round-up and publication via the Archaeological Data Service (ADS) (Appendix C).
10 
ARCHIVE DEPOSITION

10.1
The archive, consisting of paper records, finds, digital and 35mm photographs, will be deposited with the Isle of Wight Museum Services. 
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APPENDIX A – Context Register
	Context No.
	Context Description
	Length
	Width
	Depth

	1A/001
	Topsoil
	2.60m
	2.10m
	0.38m

	1A/002
	Subsoil
	2.60m
	2.10m
	0.15m

	1A/003
	Made Ground
	2.60m
	2.10m
	0.26m+

	
	
	
	
	

	1B/001
	Made Ground
	1.80m
	1.00m
	0.60m

	1B/002
	Soil Horizon
	1.80m
	1.00m
	0.35m

	1B/003
	Soil Horizon
	1.80m
	1.00m
	0.15m

	1B/004
	Natural
	1.80m
	1.00m
	0.35m+

	
	
	
	
	

	2/001
	Driveway
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.10m

	2/002
	Made ground
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.36m

	2/003
	Soil Horizon
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.14m

	2/004
	Soil Horizon
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.40m

	2/005
	Soil Horizon
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.20m

	2/006
	Natural
	3.80m
	2.50m
	0.10m+

	
	
	
	
	

	4/001
	Made Ground
	4.00m
	4.00m
	3.20m

	4/002
	Natural
	4.00m
	4.00m
	0.30m+

	
	
	
	
	

	5/001
	Made Ground
	4.00m
	4.00m
	2.40m

	5/002
	Disturbed Clay Gravel
	4.00m
	4.00m
	0.30m

	5/003
	Natural
	4.00m
	4.00m
	0.20m

	5/004
	Natural
	4.00m
	4.00m
	0.30m+

	
	
	
	
	

	6/001
	Topsoil
	1.00m
	1.00m
	0.36m

	6/002
	Subsoil
	1.00m
	1.00m
	0.20m

	6/003
	Natural
	1.00m
	1.00m
	0.12m+

	
	
	
	
	

	7/001
	Topsoil
	2.00m
	1.00m
	0.15m

	7/002
	Subsoil
	2.00m
	1.00m
	0.30m

	7/003
	Natural
	2.00m
	1.00m
	0.40m+

	
	
	
	
	

	8/001
	Topsoil
	3.00m
	2.00m
	0.10m

	8/002
	Subsoil
	3.00m
	2.00m
	0.36m

	8/003
	Fill of Ditch
	2.00m+
	1.40m+
	0.40m

	8/004
	Cut of Ditch
	2.00m+
	1.40m+
	0.40m

	8/005
	Fill of Ditch
	2.00m+
	1.40m+
	0.33m

	8/006
	Cut of Ditch
	2.00m+
	1.40m+
	0.33m

	8/007
	Natural
	3.00m
	2.00m
	0.10m+
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