 AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT 367 – 371 HIGH STREET, HARLINGTON, MIDDLESEX


1
summary


In September 2004 an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group at 367 – 371 High Street, Harlington, Middlesex. The evaluation involved the opening of three machine excavated trenches across the planned foot prints of the proposed development; the trenches measuring 10m x 2m.  Trenches 2 and 3 contained post-medieval features and layers of made ground. No archaeological remains from earlier periods were discovered. The archaeology within the trenches shows that a nineteenth/twentieth century building once stood on the south western park of the site, next to the High Street.  A wall located in Trench 2 may be part of the same building or one of a contemporary provenance.  These features were subsequently demolished and a layer of modern demolition dump is visible across the site as a whole, which would have served to level the ground and as a hard standing surface for the current concrete car park surface.  
2
Introduction
2.1
Site Location (Figure 1)
2.1.1
The site of 367 – 371 High Street, Harlington is situated in the London Borough of Hillingdon, National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 088 774 (Figure 1). The site contains no Listed Buildings or Scheduled Ancient Monuments. The site comprises an irregular shaped piece of land to the east of the High Street, bounded to the west by the High Street and on all other sides by buildings. The site covers an area of 1225 square metres. 
2.2
Planning Background

2.2.1
In accordance with Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (PPG 16, conditions 16 & 17) issued by the Department of the Environment in 1990 (DoE, 1990), and following Condition No. 8 as part of consent for Planning Permission (Ref.: 19758/APP/2002/1015), English Heritage requested that an Archaeological Evaluation be carried out in order to determine the potential archaeological impact to the site during development. 

2.2.2
The specification (AOC 2004) conformed to the requirements of Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1990) (PPG16), being designed in accordance with current best archaeological practice and the appropriate national standards and guidelines including:

· English Heritage London Region Archaeological Guidance Papers 3, 4 and 5 (English Heritage 1998)

· Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991);

· Model Briefs and Specifications for Archaeological Assessments and Field Evaluations (Association of County Archaeological Officers, 1994);

· Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists, 1997); and

· Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations (Institute of Field Archaeologists, 2001).

2.3
Archaeological Background
2.3.1
A site next to the proposed development, excavated in December 2002 (MOLAS 2002) at 339 – 353 High Street, Harlington, identified a number of features of post-medieval date. These comprised post holes, stake holes, pits and ditches. A butcher’s shop foundations and garden soils associated with an orchard were also found. 

2.3.2
A Desk-Based Assessment of the archaeological background (CgMs 2002) indicated the potential for archaeological remains, which is summarized here: The Greater London Sites and Monuments Record (GLSMR) indicates a sparse scatter of isolated finds from all periods within a kilometre radius of the site. The prehistoric material included a Palaeolithic handaxe, a damaged flint tool and a Bronze Age spearhead. The geology of the site was also considered typical of prehistoric settlement areas, but there was no direct evidence of occupation.

3
STRATEGY
3.1
Aims of the Investigation
3.1.1
To establish the presence/absence of any archaeological remains within the development site.

3.1.2
To establish the nature and extent of any archaeological remains by characterising the date, nature and significance of such archaeological structures, features and deposits as may be found, and the artefacts and ecofacts which may be contained within or associated with them, along with the impact which development will have upon them.
3.1.3
Specific aims were:


●
To establish the presence of any prehistoric materials and/or features, particularly with regard to the possibility of a settlement.


●
To identify any post-medieval building foundations that may be a continuation of those found in the 2002 MOLAS excavations. 


●
To define any boundaries of the orchard and garden soils found in the 2002 MOLAS excavations that may be present. 

3.1.4
To make a detailed record of the archaeological remains within the areas of evaluation prior to the proposed development works. 
3.1.5
To enable an informed decision to be made regarding the future treatment of any archaeological remains and consider any appropriate mitigatory measures either in advance of and / or during development.
3.1.6
The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.

3.2
Methodology
3.2.1
Prior to the commencement of the archaeological evaluation, a unique site code (THH 04) was obtained from the London Archaeological Archive Research Centre.
3.2.2
The evaluation consisted of three trenches of 10m x 1.5m, sited to evaluate a representative sample of the area (Figure 2) that will be affected by the proposed development. Miner adjustments to trench locations were made on site to allow for present services and obstructions.

3.2.3
The trenches were machine excavated using a mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless ditching bucket to the top of the ‘natural’ deposits until significant archaeological horizons were revealed. Mechanical excavations of the trenches were supplemented by limited hand investigation of any archaeological deposits. 
3.2.4
Working concurrently with the evaluation was Terra Firma, Geotechnical Engineers. These sample pits were also monitored by AOC during the evaluation.

3.2.5
The trenches were backfilled and compacted by the mechanical excavator. No formal reinstatement was undertaken. 
3.2.6
All of the work was carried out in line with Archaeological Guidance Paper (AGP): 3, Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork (English Heritage June 1998).The fieldwork was monitored by Kim Stabler, English Heritage advisor to London Borough of Hillingdon.
3.2.7
A full written and drawn record was completed for all the trenches. Context numbers were allocated to each deposit and heights for each context were established relative to Ordnance Datum (OD). Black and white and colour photographic record shots were taken of all the trenches. 
4
RESULTS

4.1
Archaeology present
4.1.1
Trench 1 (Figure 3)
No evidence of archaeological activity was revealed in Trench 1. The sequence of deposits is described below. The lowest recorded deposit was firm, light orange brown naturally deposited gravels (1/008).  The top of the gravels was recorded at 24.47m OD.  On top of this was a sterile, naturally formed brickearth deposit (1/004), the top of which was recorded at 24.92m OD.
Above the natural layers was another band of brick earth (1/003), which was stained and contained frequent charcoal flecking.  This implies that it is natural organic staining and it probably a natural sub soil.  No dating evidence was retrieved from this deposit.  This was recorded at a depth of 25.22m OD.
Sample section 0.00 = 25.57m OD
0.00 – 0.10m

(1/001)
Concrete car park surface tarmac. 

0.10 – 0.35m

(1/002)
Concrete and hardcore bedding layer for existing 
car park.
0.35 – 0.65m

(1/003)
Dark silty sand – re-deposited brickearth.

0.65 – 1.10m

(1/004) 
Natural brickearth

0.65 – 0.90m

(1/005)
Re-deposited brickearth – secondary fill of 





[1/007]

0.90 – 1.17m

(1/006)
Loose dark grey brown silty sand – primary fill





of [1/007]

0.65 – 1.17m

[1/007]
Cut of modern pit

1.10 – m+

(1/008)
Natural gravels

        

[1/009]
Modern square truncation

The earliest archaeological feature cutting the brick earth was a post medieval pit [1/007].  The primary fill of this steep sides and flat bottomed pit contained frequent modern building material and ceramic fragments (1/006). Also cutting the geological horizon was [1/009], a square modern truncation the fill of which had modern red brick, CBM and pot.  

Sealing the archaeological horizon was a hardcore dump deposit (1/002), which contained frequent modern CBM and ceramic fragments and would form the bedding for the existing tarmac car park surface (1/001).
4.1.2
Trench 2 (Figure 4)
Evidence of archaeological activity was revealed in Trench 2. The sequence of deposits is described below.  The lowest recorded deposit (2/005) comprised firm mid orangey brown brick earth that was natural. This was present at 24.87m OD.

Sample section 0.00 = 25.47m OD 
0.00 – 0.16m
(2/001)
Concrete Car park surface. 

0.16 – 0.60m
      (2/002)
Modern dump deposit - hardcore bedding layer 
for existing car park.
0.60 – 0.80m
(2/003)
Dark silty sand – Re-deposited brickearth 

0.80 – 0.98m
(2/004)
Natural brickearth


0.98 –m+
(2/005)
Natural Gravels


[2/006] 
E/W running post medieval wall.
Overlying the natural brick earth in Trench 2 was (2/010) which was a layer of  brickearth consisting of a grey/orange silty clay with occasional flecks of charcoal.  This is probably caused by natural staining and it evidence for a naturally deposited sub soil horizon.  Unfortunately there is no dating evidence from this layer.    
A Post Medieval wall on an east west alignment was located in Trench 2.  [2/006] is sealed by the concrete car park surface (2/001) and the original upright wall was probably demolished to create the levelling layer (2/002) for the car park surface.  The wall survives four courses high and two wide with a brown/grey sandy mortar.  The red bricks are unfrogged and 0.07 by 0.10 by 0.22m which imply a date of nineteenth century for the wall.

4.1.3
Trench 3 (Figure 5)
Evidence of archaeological activity was revealed in Trench 3. The sequence of deposits is described below. The lowest recorded deposit was firm, light orange brown naturally deposited gravels (3/012).  The top of the gravels was recorded at 24.93m OD.  On top of this was a sterile, naturally formed brickearth deposit (3/011), the top of which was recorded at 24.88m OD.

Sample section 0.00 = 25.48m OD 

0.00 – 0. 20m
(3/001)
Car park surface tarmac. 

0.20 – 0.40m
(3/010)
Demolition dump layer.
0.40 – 0.60m
(3/008)
Discrete fill between (3/002) & (3/004).

0.45 – 0.50m
(3/009)
Construction/Demolition mortar band.

0.20 – 0.75m
(3/002)
19th century east-west wall.


(3/004)
19th century east-west wall.


(3/006) 
Silty clay fill of construction cut (3/003).

(3/007) 
Silty clay fill of construction cut (3/005)


[3/003]
Construction cut for (3/002).


[3/005]
Construction cut for (3/004).

0.60 – 1.55m
(3/011)
Naturally deposited brick earth.


1.55 - NFE
(3/012)
Naturally deposited gravels.
Archaeological evidence remains in the form of two nineteenth century walls running east west through the trench (3/002) and (3/004).  (3/002) consists of six courses and the individual bricks are 220mm by 65mm by 110mm within a greenish yellow mortar.  (3/004) is constructed in the same manner but has 7 courses surviving.  Both walls are cut from (3/011) with a mid greenish brown silty clay fill (3/006) and (3/007) within the construction cuts.  South of (3/002) the construction cut for the wall [3/003] is sealed by a band of loose mortar which represents the primary period of demolition.  This is subsequently sealed by a further period of demolition in the form of a light brown sand dump layer with frequent mortar and modern brick fragments (3/010).  
The demolition deposit (3/010) was probably created as a hardstanding for the current tarmac car park surface (3/001).  
4.2
Finds

The limited amount of pottery finds found were kept for spot dating but not retained.  The ceramic building materials were not retained. 
5
CONCLUSIONS
5.1 
The evaluation showed that the site has been occupied throughout the post-
medieval period. The archaeology within the trenches shows that a 
nineteenth/twentieth century building once stood on the south western part of 
the site, next to the High Street.  The wall located in Trench 2 may be part of 
the same building or one of a contemporary provenance.  These features were 
subsequently demolished and a layer of modern demolition dump is visible 
across the site as a whole, which would have served to level the ground and as 
a hard standing surface for the current concrete car park surface. 
5.2 No evidence was found of land use from the medieval period or earlier, not even in the form of residual finds. It may only be assumed that either no intrusive activity occurred on this site in previous periods as it lay beyond the limits of settlement or that the post-medieval development destroyed all earlier evidence.
5.3
It is the recommendation of the author and of AOC Archaeology Group that 
no further archaeological excavation is required on the site, although the final 
decision must rest with the Archaeological Officer, Ms Kim Stabler.
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APPENDIX A
CONTEXT REGISTER
	Context No.
	Context Description
	Length
	Width
	Depth

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1/001
	Modern Hardcore surrface
	Trench
	Trench
	0.10m

	1/002
	Modern made ground, with frequent CBM fragments.
	Trench
	Trench
	0.25m

	1/003
	Dark grey/orange brick earth, with frequent charcoal flecks.
	Trench
	Trench
	0.20 - 0.35m

	1/004
	Naturally deposited Brick earth
	Trench
	Trench
	0.50m

	1/005
	Secondary fill of modern pit [1/007], redeposited brick earth with occasional flecks of charcoal and moderate fragments of CBM
	1.40m
	1.00m  to limit of excavation LOE
	0.25m

	1/006
	Primary fill of modern pit [1/007] frequent CBM & Ceramics
	1.40m
	1.00m  to limit of excavation LOE
	0.27m

	1/007
	Cut of 20th century pit
	1.40m
	1.00m  to limit of excavation LOE
	0.50m

	1/008
	Naturally deposited Gravels
	3.00m
	Trench
	NFE

	1/009
	Modern truncation, square pit filled with modern brick & pot 
	1.00m
	1.00m   
	NFE

	2/001
	Concrete car park surface
	Trench
	Trench
	0.16m

	2/002
	Modern made ground, with frequent CBM fragments.
	Trench
	Trench
	0.44m

	2/003
	Dark grey/orange brick earth, with frequent charcoal flecks.
	Trench
	Trench
	0.20m

	2/004
	Naturally deposited Brick earth, previous soil Horizon.
	Trench
	Trench
	0.18m

	2/005
	Naturally deposited Gravels
	Trench
	Trench
	NFE

	2/006
	East - West 19th centuary brick wall, hand made unfrogged bricks four courses high grey brown sandy mortar. Brick size 220mm x 100mm x 70mm
	4.00m to LOE
	0.40m
	0.40m

	3/001
	Concrete car park surface
	Trench
	Trench
	0.20m

	3/002
	East - West 19th centuary brick wall, hand made unfrogged bricks six courses high, greenish yellow sandy mortar. Brick size 220mm x 110mm x 65mm
	Trench
	0.22m   N-S
	0.48m

	3/003
	Construction cut of [3/002]
	Trench
	0.30m   N-S
	0.25m

	3/004
	East - West 19th centuary brick wall, hand made unfrogged bricks seven courses high, greenish yellow sandy mortar. Brick size 220mm x 110mm x 65mm
	Trench
	0.22m   N-S
	0.55m

	3/005
	Construction cut of [3/005]
	Trench
	0.35m  N-S
	0.19m

	3/006
	Fill of construction cut [3/003]
	Trench
	0.30m   N-S
	0.25m

	3/007
	Fill of construction cut [3/005]
	Trench
	0.35m  N-S
	0.19m

	3/008
	Descrete fill between parrell East West walls [3/002 & 3/003]
	Trench
	1.25m   N-S
	0.18m

	3/009
	Mortar band (demolition trample)
	 
	Trench
	0.05m

	3/010
	Demolition dump layer
	Trench
	Trench
	0.25m

	3/011
	Naturally deposited Brick earth
	Trench
	Trench
	0.95m

	3/012
	Naturally deposited Gravels
	Sondage 
	Trench
	0.04m NFE
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