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Summary 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group, on 
and Kirkland on the 28th May 2012 at the site of the Shirebrook Academy, Common Lane, 

behalf of Bowmer 
Shirebrook, 

Derbyshire. The archaeological investigation was carried out during the ground reduction for the new 
ol.  

corded as a natural mudstone 
ey silt.  

f. 

l fieldwork roundup. An OASIS form has also been completed and an electronic 
copy of the watching brief report will be deposited with the Archaeological Data Service (ADS). The 
site archive will be prepared in accordance with local and national guidance and will be deposited with 
the Weston Park Museum. 

wind turbine which will occupy part of the playing field to the north of the existing scho

The sequence of deposits identified during the watching brief were re
and sandstone horizon, overlaid by the highly disturbed made ground comprising clay

No features or finds of archaeological interest were identified during the watching brie

Publication of the watching brief findings will be carried out through a short summary of the fieldwork 
submitted to the loca
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1. Introduction 
1.1 This document presents the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken at the site of the 

K 5175 6835, comprises a secondary school. 
 Lane to the west, 

posed new wind turbine is part of an ongoing scheme of works at Shirebrook Academy. The 
py part of the playing field to the north of the existing school buildings 

 to the council is 
velopment Control Archaeologist for Derbyshire County Council. 

r Listed Buildings 
thin an Archaeological Notification 

2.3 the erection of a 

2.4 of the Planning 

and recording to 
ements shall be 

work commences 
lication site. 

. ng brief 
roved by the Development Control 

e archaeological 
t best archaeological practice and local and national standards 

ernment - National Planning Policy Framework 

e – Management of Archaeological Projects (EH 1991). 
rchaeological Guidance Paper 3: Standards and Practices in 

Archaeological Fieldwork (EH 2009a). 
al Watching Brief 

(IfA 2008). 
� Institute for Archaeologists – Code of Conduct (IfA 2010). 
� United Kingdom Institute for Conservation – Guidance for Archaeological Conservation 

Practice (UKIC 1990). 

3. Geology and Topography 
3.1 The British Geological Survey map (Sheet 260) (BGS 1998) of the area records that the bedrock 

geology is Magnesian Limestone which is overlain by Permian mudstones on the eastern edge of 

Shirebrook Academy, Common Lane, Shirebrook, Derbyshire (Figure 1). 

1.2 The site, centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) S
The school lies on the north-west edge of Shirebrook and is bounded by Common
open fields to the north, and housing estates to the east and south. 

1.3 The pro
new wind turbine will occu
(Figure 2).  

2. Planning Background 
2.1 The local planning authority is Derbyshire County Council. Archaeological advice

provided by Dave Barrett, De

2.2 No Scheduled Monuments, Registered Battlefields, Registered Parks & Gardens o
are known to lie within 500m of the site. The site does not lie wi
Zone or within a Conservation Area. 

The proposed development (Planning Application No. CD5/0210/195) comprises 
new wind turbine within the playing fields area to the north of the school buildings. 

An archaeological condition was attached to planning consent. Condition 45 
Condition states: 

The applicant/developer shall make arrangements for archaeological observation 
take place during the construction of the wind turbine. Details of those arrang
submitted to and approved in writing by the CPA, at least one month before any 
on the app

2 5   This report details the results of the archaeological watching brief. The archaeological watchi
conformed with the Written Scheme of Investigation, as app
Archaeologist for Derbyshire County Council, Dave Barrett (WSI) (AOC 2012). Th
watching brief conformed with curren
and guidelines: 

� Department for Communities and Local Gov
(DoCLG 2012). 

� English Heritag
� English Heritage – A

� Institute for Archaeologists – Standard and Guidance for an Archaeologic
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the town. At depth lie Carboniferous Coal Measures of the Westphalian Group; these were mined at 
n pit in 1993.  

4. torical Background 

n in this area for prehistoric activity comes from ephemeral evidence 
landscape, rather 

er, been found in 
 vicinity of the site, in particular an important Palaeolithic assemblage including stone tools and 

th of the site. The 
enerally attributed an Upper Aurignacian (c. 47,000 – 41,000 BP) date (Garrod 

 within 1km of the site; 

icrolith from above Langwith Cave. 
 Gildwells Farm, Upper Langwith.  

rook. 
pers and Bronze Age scraper from Stubbin Wood. 

rther evidence of 
osures that have 

4.5 t may be part of a 
ations of a basilica styled aisled building of 3rd century date 

coin hoards from 

st-Medieval (c. 
AD 1485 - 1900) and Modern (post 1900s) 

te and Shirebrook 
east by the medieval period. Evidence includes the site of Basset Hall that may have been a 

manorial site by 1208 (Craven and Stanley 1984). Additionally, Holy Cross Church at Upper 
Langwith was apparently extant by the 13th century (Pevsner 1953). 

4.8 There is also a record of a chapel at Upper Langwith, although this had ceased to exist by 1612 
(Sinar 1991). 

4.9 The area of Shirebrook Academy is likely to have lain in the cultivated area associated with these 
settlements with no development occurring on the site until the construction of the existing school 
buildings.  

Shirebrook from 1896 until the closure of the tow

Archaeological And His

Prehistoric (c. 500,000 BC – AD 43) 

4.1 The primary source of informatio
such as findspots, which attest to a general presence and utilisation of the wider 
than specific identified sites or features.  

4.2 There is no known prehistoric activity on the site, prehistoric artefacts have, howev
the
human and faunal remains were recovered from Langwith Basset Cave to the nor
assemblage is g
1926). 

4.3 A number of finds of flint tools and waste flakes have also been made from
these have included: 

� Mesolithic to Bronze Age debitage and a m
� Neolithic or Bronze Age flint and chert scatters from
� Neolithic flint debitage from Deans Plantation Upper Langwith.  
� Neolithic polished stone axe from Scarcliffe.  
� Neolithic flint axe from the eastern edge of Shireb
� Neolithic scra

4.4 These finds attest to a general level of prehistoric activity within the local area; fu
later prehistoric activity may be indicated by the presence of two cropmark encl
been identified on aerial photographs of Upper Langwith and Scarcliff. 

 Roman (c. AD 43 – 410) 

Excavations at Stubbin Wood have identified a Romano-British settlement site tha
villa. The evidence included the found
that was associated with an enclosure (Kay 1956).  

4.6 Further evidence for Roman activity within 1km of the site includes a number of 
Deans Plantation and Stubbins Wood. 

Early Medieval (c. AD 410 – 1066), Medieval (c. AD 1066 – 1485) and Po

4.7 Settlement is known to have become established at Langwith to the north of the si
to the 
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5. Strategy 

5.1 Aims of the Investigation 

5.1.1 The aims of the watching brief were defined as being: 

� To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the site. 
ity and date of any archaeological 

countered. 
ical features and 

nt of previous truncations of the archaeological deposits. 
unty Council, to make an informed 

decision on the status of the condition, and any possible requirement for further work in 

rties the results of the investigation. 

5.1.2 re defined as being: 
te prehistoric to 

t on the site. 
ine the presence of any features or artefacts which may indicate early medieval to 

 subject to any confidentiality 

ures were defined in the Written Scheme of Investigation (AOC 2012). All work was 
8). 

² area in the 
ced measured 

 ground reduction was carried out by a 21 ton machine by ground 

5.2.3 ed from the Weston Park Museum, Sheffield and was used as the 

eum of London’s 

logical Guidance Papers (AGP): 2-4, Standards and Practices in Archaeological 
Fieldwork (English Heritage 2009). 

� IfA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Brief (IfA 2008). 

5.2.6 A continuous unique numbering system was employed. In this report the archaeological fills and 
layers are represented in curved brackets i.e. (  ), whilst the cut numbers are represented in square 
brackets i.e. [  ].  

5.2.7 Written descriptions, comprising both factual data and interpretative elements, were recorded on 
standardised sheets. 

� To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, qual
 remains encountered. 
� To record and sample excavate any archaeological remains en
� To assess the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeolog
 deposits. 
� To determine the exte
� To enable the archaeology advisor to Derbyshire Co

order to satisfy that condition. 
� To make available to interested pa

 
The specific aims of the watching brief we

� Determine the presence of any features or artefacts which may indica
Roman activity is presen

� Determ
post medieval activity is present on the site.  

5.1.3 The final aim was to make public the results of the investigation,
restrictions, through ADS OASIS website. 

5.2 Methodology 

5.2.1 Site proced
carried out in accordance with national guidelines (English Heritage 2009a, IfA 200

5.2.2 The watching brief was carried out during ground reduction of the approximate 50m
playing field to the north of the existing school buildings (Figure 2). The area redu
approximately 7.1m x 7.1m. The
workers on site.  

The site code CMS12 was obtain
site identifier for all records produced. 

5.2.4 All recording was in accordance with the standards and requirements of the Mus
Archaeological Field Manual (MoL 3rd edition 1994). 

5.2.5 All of the work was carried out in line with: 

� Archaeo
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5.2.8 The archaeological watching brief was conducted by the author under the overal
Melissa Melikian, Operations Director. T

l management of 
he site was monitored by Dave Barrett, Development 

aeologist for Derbyshire County Council. 

 

6.1 Trench 

 t ence (Figure
 

Control Arch

6 Results

1 

Table of the stra igraphic sequ  3) 

Context No Depth Height below 
ground height Description/Interpretation 

100 
0
0.12m-

nd. 
.20m 

0m-0.20m Medium yellowish brown clayey silt. Made Grou

101 1.60m 0.20m-1.60m 
Dark reddish brown mudstone and lig
fine sand/sandstone. Natural. 

ht whitish yellow 

6.1.1 The earliest deposit recorded in Trench 1 during the site works was a layer of den
brown mudstone consisting of pockets of light whitish yellow fine sands and 
exc

se dark reddish 
sandstone (101), 

avated to a depth of 1.60m. This deposit was a natural horizon. This was overlain by made 
ground (100) consisting of yellowish brown clayey silt, at a maximum thickness of 0.20m.   

6.1.2 A previous phase of topsoil reduction had already been carried out and the playing field comprising 
the made ground (100) had been highly disturbed. It is possible that this layer was previously a 
subsoil 

 
Plate 1 – East-Facing Sample Section 

 

6.1.3 No archaeological remains were recorded on site. 

7 Finds 
7.1 No finds were collected during the course of the watching brief. 

8 Conclusions 
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8.1 The watching brief was successful in establishing the presence or absence of archaeological 

tish yellow fine 
ral deposit. 

dium yellowish brown clayey silt, 
bsoil.  

s were recovered from the site. 

elopment Control 
chaeologist for Derbyshire County Council on the understanding that it will become a public 

ble to the LPA 
ted to the Derbyshire 

 the Derbyshire 
(Appendix B). 

10 Archive Deposition 
the format agreed with 

 with the National 

be prepared in accordance with the guidelines provided Weston Park Museum and 
C 1990).  

10.3  this will be completed and deposited 

11 Bibliography 
re: A Written 

Brit logical 1998, 1:50000 Solid and Drift sheet 270, South London 

Part II. English Place Name Society Vol. XXVIII 

shire Museum 

Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). 

English Heritage (1991). Management of Archaeological Projects. 

English Heritage (2009a). Archaeological Guidance Paper 3: Standards and Practices in 
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English Heritage (2009b). Archaeological Guidance Paper 4: Standards and Practices in 
Archaeological Reports.  (English Heritage London Region) 

English Heritage (2001). Archaeometallurgy. Centre for Archaeology Guidelines 2001/01. 

remains on site; no archaeological remains were recorded on site. 

8.2 The natural horizon was a dark reddish brown mudstone and light whi
sand/sandstone. No intruding finds or features were recorded cutting into the natu
Overlying the natural deposit was a highly disturbed layer of me
defined as made ground, but may have originally been a su

8.3 No archaeological remains or stray find

9 Publication and Archive Deposition 
9.1.1 A paper copy of the watching brief report will be issued to Dave Barrett, Dev

Ar
document after an appropriate period of time. A copy will be made availa
archaeological advisor and a third digital copy of the report will also be submit
HER. 

9.2 A short summary of the results of the watching brief will be submitted to
Archaeological Journal, and grey literature added to the online ADS OASIS project 

10.1 Following completion of the project the site archive will be prepared in 
Weston Park Museum. The archive will be security copied and a copy deposited
Archaeological Record (NAR). 

10.2 The archive will 
the Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage (UKI

An OASIS form has been completed initiated (Appendix B) and
with the Archaeological Data Service (ADS). 
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Craven, M and Stanley, M (1984). The Derbyshire Country House, Volume 1. Derby
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Approximate Site Location 
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Derbyshire

Shirebrook

N

Based on the Ordnance Survey's 1:50 000 Landranger map of 2006
with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office,
© Crown Copyright. Licence No. AL 100023757                

Figure 1: Site Location
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Appendix ontext Register  A – C
Context 

No. Context Description Length Width Depth 

100 Made ound. 0.12-0.20m gr 7.10m 7.10m 
101 Natural horizon. 7.10m 7.10m 1.60m 
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