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Summary 
Between the 2nd and 5th April 2013 AOC Archaeology undertook an archaeological evaluation at land 
adjacent to Pinewood Studios, Langley Corner, Buckinghamshire, centred on National Grid Reference 
(TQ 0160 8489) on behalf of The Pinewood Studios Group. Ten trenches were machine excavated 
across the site. Natural sandy gravel was recorded in all of the trenches. The evaluation identified a 
low density of features consisting of two undated gullies and an undated pit, in addition to two post-
medieval or modern boundary ditches. The lack of dating evidence or late date associated with these 
features, suggests the archaeological features are of negligible to local significance only. 

Due to the limited significance of the archaeological features encountered, AOC Archaeology 
recommends that no further archaeological fieldwork is required.  

Publication of the evaluation results will be restricted to a short summary in the Buckinghamshire 
Archaeology Round-up and disseminated via the Archaeological Data Service. On completion of the 
project, the archive, consisting of paper records, drawings, digital and black and white photographs, 
and finds will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Site Location 

1.1.1 This document presents the results of an archaeological evaluation, consisting of 10 machine 
excavated trenches, carried out on land adjacent to Pinewood Studios, Langley Corner, 
Buckinghamshire (Figure 1).  

1.1.2 The site is located approximately 300m north of Pinewood Studios, at the junction of Pinewood 
Road and Sevenhills Road, centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 0160 8489 (Figure 2). 
The site is bounded by Pinewood Road to the southwest, Sevenhills Road to the northwest, and 
open fields to the northeast and southeast. The area is roughly square in plan and covers an area 
of approximately 4.4ha.  

1.2 Development Proposal and Planning Background 

1.2.1 The local planning authority is South Buckinghamshire District Council (SBDC). Archaeological 
advice to the council was provided by Bill Boismier of the Buckinghamshire County Archaeological 
Service. 

1.2.2 The proposed programme of development falls under the auspices of the Pinewood Studios 
Development Framework (PSDF). As part of the PSDF it is proposed that Fields F1 and F3, which 
are the focus of the current phase of evaluation works, are to be redeveloped for the purpose of 
constructing a new access road and several single storey work sheds. A planning application has 
been submitted for consideration to South Buckinghamshire District Council (Application Ref. No. 
13/00175/OUT). 

1.2.3 The first phase of archaeological investigation was the production of a cultural heritage impact 
assessment for the site as part of the environmental impact assessment for the proposed 
development (Arup 2009, Chapter 4). This cultural heritage assessment included the results of 
three specialist elements of work: 

 An aerial photography interpretation assessment (Cox 2008)  

 A geophysical survey (Stratascan 2009) which recorded the moderate potential for sub-
surface archaeological activity across the site; and 

 An archaeological negative watching brief carried out during geotechnical test pits (AOC 
2008).  

These reports were presented in the Environmental Statement (Arup 2009), Volume 3 Appendix 4.2 
aerial photography interpretation, Appendix 4.3 watching brief report and Appendix 4.4 geophysical 
survey). 

1.2.4 The second phase of archaeological investigation was a 23 trench evaluation undertaken in 2009, 
located in fields on the opposite side of Pinewood Road from the film studios, approximately 600m 
to the southeast of the current phase of evaluation works (AOC 2009). 

1.2.5 The current evaluation was designed to target a number of anomalies identified during the 2009 
geophysical survey of the site by Stratascan. The evaluation followed methodologies set out in a 
Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) produced by Arup (2013) and approved by Bill Boismier of 
Buckinghamshire County Archaeological Service. It conformed to the requirements of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (Department for Communities and Local Government 2012) and was 
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designed in accordance with current best archaeological practice and local and national standards 
and guidelines: 

 English Heritage – Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (EH 
2006). 

 Institute for Archaeologists – Code of Conduct (IfA 2010). 

1.3 Geology and Topography 

1.3.1 The underlying geology is London Clay overlain by River Terrace deposits (Arup 2013).  

1.3.2 The topography of the site is generally flat and even, with a slight gradient descending to the east. 
The site lies at approximately 70m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). 

1.3.3 Geotechnical investigations undertaken in 2008 identified that between 0.3m to 1m of topsoil and 
subsoil deposits overlie gravel drift deposits on site (Arup 2013). 

2. Archaeological And Historical Background 
2.1 The following summary of the site’s archaeological and historical background has been extracted 

from the Written Scheme of Investigation (Arup 2013). 

2.2 The Prehistoric Period 

2.2.1 Palaeolithic sites have been recorded within the region, with most recovered through gravel 
extraction to the north of the study area. The earliest finds for the study area date from the 
Mesolithic period. These are isolated finds and background scatters of lithics located to the north 
east of the PSDF site, and south east during construction of the M25. These indicate a prehistoric 
presence in the landscape.  

2.2.2 During this time the climate and vegetation coverage changed becoming warmer and drier. This 
also evidenced the first laying out of extensive field systems. Previous archaeological investigation 
of buried landscapes demonstrated that the landscape contained islands of gravel terraces within 
which settlement sites and stone tools have been recovered. Subsequent Holocene alluvial 
deposition has covered these islands.  

2.2.3 Recent assessment work carried out in the southern field of the East Area demonstrated negligible 
potential for archaeology.  

2.2.4 In summary there is a low likelihood that prehistoric spot finds and clusters of lithic material could 
be located within the East Area. If discovered these finds could be of district or regional importance. 

2.3 The Roman Period (AD 43 – AD 410)

2.3.1 During the Roman period the climate in the UK was generally warmer than previously, in the 
prehistoric period and during the Roman several changes occurred including the re-organisation of 
field systems. The vicinity of the study area has not yielded any significant archaeological sites 
dating to this time period.  

2.3.2 There is a low to moderate likelihood that material and features dating to the Roman period could 
be located within the East Area. If discovered these could be of district or regional importance. 

2.4 The Early Medieval Period (AD 410 – AD 1066)  
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2.4.1 No Saxon activity is reported in the vicinity of the study area, although patterns of settlement at Iver 
are recognised to have begun during the Saxon period. There is a negligible likelihood of locating 
archaeology dating to the Saxon period on the East Area.

2.5 Medieval Period (AD 1066 – AD 1538) 

2.5.1 It is during the medieval and later periods that much of the landscape character as seen today 
appears to have developed. A number of Manors and parklands were established during this 
period, with arable land being farmed. To the south of the PSDF site the Manor of Iver was held by 
a Thegn of King Edward, Tochi in 1086. Despite dispute over ownership, the land was obtained by 
Edward VI in 1546 and the land granted to the Lord Paget. The Pagets sold it to the Earl of 
Uxbridge, until, passing through other hands, it became the property of the Sperling family.  

2.5.2 The PSDF site is immediately east of the original boundary of the Parish of Langley (previously 
recorded as Langley Marish) and was originally part of Wyrardsbury Parish. The Manor was 
originally granted to Sir A. Denny in 1540. Edward VI then granted the park and manor to Princess 
Elizabeth.

2.5.3 A large pottery kiln site was located c. 500-600m to the north of the PSDF site during 
archaeological assessment of the M25. These were located under permanent pasture land on the 
Alderbourne Valley and situated on a gravel island. The kilns date to the 13th century and it is likely 
that earlier kilns are located within the unexcavated adjacent area. The bulk of pottery produced 
was mainly cooking pots, and unglazed jugs and bowls indicating a pottery industry, answering to 
demands for such ware, operating within the region and likely servicing the manors of Denham, 
Langley and Iver.  

2.5.4 The vast landscapes of Langley and Black Parks developed during this time, which were 
surrounded by farm lands. Extending over 216 hectares, Black Park Country Park is the largest of 
Buckinghamshire’s country parks, featuring attractive woodland, grassland and heathland with a 
picturesque lake at its centre. The park originally formed part of Langley Park estate and is 
mentioned as early as 1202 as a deer park. Running along the eastern boundary of the existing 
Pinewood Studios complex (West Area), on the Black Park border, is a linear earthwork feature, 
which is thought to be either a Roman Road, or more likely, a Medieval parish boundary marker. 

2.5.5 There is therefore a low likelihood that features relating to medieval field boundaries and land use 
could be located in the PSDF site. If located these could be of local or district importance. 

2.6 Post-Medieval Period (AD 1538 – AD 1900) 

2.6.1 Land use changes continued to alter the landscape associated with the study area through the 
post-medieval period. The Sperling family were the Lords of the Manor of Iver in 1799. The 
principal landowners were Christopher Tower and Edward Thompson. In 1626 Charles I granted 
the Manor of Langley to Sir John Kederminster, carried by marriage to Sir John Parson, whose son 
sold it to the Seymours, from where it passed to Lord Masham, who then sold it to the second Duke 
of Marlborough in 1738. The Duke built the Mansion located at Langley Park. He then sold the 
estate in 1788 to Robert Bateson Harvey, Bart. Robert Harvey., Esq was the Lord of the Manor in 
1969. John Nash was the principal landowner.  

2.6.2 The 1770 Jeffrey's map shows the East Areas as being part of woodland and heath. The Clump 
does not appear on the 1801 Woodcock map but is clearly marked on the Bryant map of 1825. It is 
likely that this feature was preserved as a distinctive element of woodland during the Enclosure 
process.  
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2.6.3 During the Enclosure period the Iver Act of 1800 and the 1801 Enclosure Act caused large-scale 
land-use and societal changes to the wider region in which the study area is situated. Iver Heath 
was known as an area of open heath land which was enclosed in 1804, comprising 2,462 acres. 
The village takes its name from the heathland. The enclosure process altered the appearance of 
the landscape from open heath and grassland to fields with hedges. These as a whole brought 
about the greatest visual change in the study area. Parliamentary Enclosure operated at the level 
of individual parishes, but used standardised procedures for surveying the ground, marking out new 
allotments, which produced a uniformity of the landscape (square rectangular fields bounded by 
hedges, and straight access roads). The enclosure process has influenced the landscape character 
of the study area.

2.6.4 Saul’s Farm, comprises the main building and six out buildings. These buildings are noted on 
historic maps from the 1860s. The site is recorded as Saul’s Farm on OS maps from the early 
1920s and has more substantial buildings built in the late 1960s and early 1970s. The main building 
is a two storey brick house with a pitched slate roof. Whilst not of built heritage significance the 
building is a good example of vernacular farmhouse style for the region. It would be retained on 
site. 

2.6.5 Recent changes to the landscape include the expansion of settlement areas and creation of new 
housing communities. To the south of the site, new housing communities have been created to 
cater for the slowly expanding South Buckinghamshire population. The increased population has 
also led to the need for increased infrastructure such as roads, shops and services. Currently the 
East Area is open grassland separated by older hedges and drain to the south, with The Clump as 
a central feature along the eastern boundary.  

2.6.6 There is a moderate to high possibly that field boundary evidence relating to field enclosure 
process will be located within the site. If located these could be of local importance. 

2.6 Previous Archaeological Investigation  

2.6.1 In 2009 a geophysical survey was undertaking in the area of the application site to assist in 
determining if there were any buried features of archaeological interest present. A range of 
anomalies were detected within Fields F1 and F3, and F9 and F10, primarily consisting of positive 
linear anomalies and positive area anomalies (Stratascan 2009). 

2.6.2 An archaeological evaluation of Fields F9 and F10, to the southeast of the current archaeological 
investigation, was undertaken by AOC Archaeology in 2009. Twenty-three evaluation trenches 
were excavated in order to target geophysical anomalies identified in these fields. No features of 
archaeological interest were recorded during the course of the evaluation (AOC 2009). 

3. Strategy 

3.1 Aims of the Investigation 

3.1.1 The aims of the evaluation were defined as follows: 

 To determine, as far as reasonably practicable, the presence/absence, location, extent, date, 
character, condition and significance of any archaeological present at the site.  

 To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of archaeological deposits and features 
encountered.  

 To mitigate the impact of construction on any significant buried archaeological features.  
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3.2 Methodology 

3.2.1 The fieldwork methodologies were defined in the approved Written Scheme of Investigation (Arup 
2013). The archaeological evaluation conformed with current best archaeological practice and local 
and national standards and guidelines (EH 1998, IfA 2008). 

3.2.2 The evaluation consisted of 10 machine excavated trenches measuring 30m by 2m. 

3.2.3 The evaluation was conducted between the 2nd and 5th April 2013. 

3.2.4 A unique site code (PWR13) was created as the unique site identifier as used on all recording 
documents. 

3.2.5 All levels on site were established using a Trimble R6 global positioning system. 

3.2.6 The evaluation was conducted by the author, under the overall management of Paul Mason, 
Project Manager. The works were monitored by Suzanna Pembroke, on behalf of Arup, and Bill 
Boismier, of Buckinghamshire County Archaeological Service. 
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4. Results of Archaeological Evaluation 

4.1 Trench 1 

4.1.1 Surface of Trench = 70.39m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.39-70.11m 0.00m (100) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

70.11-70.01m 
 (NFE) 

0.28-
0.38m

(103)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy 
gravel. 

4.1.2 Trench 1 was located in the western corner of the site, orientated northwest-southeast and 
measured 30m by 2.10m (Figures 2 and 3, Plate A). 

Plate A. Trench 1 Looking Northwest 

4.1.3 The earliest deposit recorded in the trench was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy gravel 
(103), recorded at a height of 70.11m AOD. Cut into natural gravel (103), partially exposed at the 
southeast end of the trench, was circular pit [102] measuring 1.35m in diameter by 0.10m deep. 
The pit had a concave, flat-based profile, and contained a soft, black, sandy silt, charcoal rich fill 
(101). No finds were present within the feature, although elements of the pit cut had been 
discoloured as an affect of heat. Fill (101) was sealed by a soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt 
topsoil deposit (100) 0.30m thick. 

4.1.4 No finds of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 1. 

4.2 Trench 2 

4.2.1 Surface of Trench = 70.42m AOD 
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Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.42-70.12m 0.00m (200) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

70.12-70.02m 
 (NFE) 

0.30-
0.38m

(201)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy 
gravel. 

4.2.2 Trench 2 was located adjacent to the northwest boundary of the site, orientated east-west and 
measured 30m by 2.10m (Figure 2, Plate B). 

Plate B Trench 2 Looking West 

4.2.3 The earliest deposit observed in the Trench 2 was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy gravel 
(201) recorded at a height of 70.12m AOD. Sealing natural (201) was a 0.30m thick soft, dark 
brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (200). 

4.2.4 No finds or features of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 2. 

4.3 Trench 3 

4.3.1 Surface of Trench = 70.03m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.03-69.51m 0.00m (300) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

69.51-69.41m 
 (NFE) 

0.52-
0.62m

(303)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy clay 
gravel. 

4.3.2 Trench 3 was located adjacent to the northwest boundary of the site, L-shaped and measured 32m 
by 2.10m (Figures 2 and 4, Plate C). 
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Plate C Trench 3 Looking South 

4.3.3 The earliest deposit identified was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy clay gravel (303), 
recorded at a height of 69.51m AOD. Cut into natural sandy clay gravel (303) in the east-west arm 
of the trench, was a small slightly curvilinear gully [302], which was 0.40m wide by 0.20m deep, 
with a concave profile. Gully [302] contained a soft, light brown, clayey silt fill (301). Sealing fill 
(301) was a 0.50m thick soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (300). 

4.3.4 No finds of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 3. 

4.4 Trench 4 

4.4.1 Surface of Trench = 70.41m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.41-70.06m 0.00m (400) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

70.06-69.96m 
 (NFE) 

0.35-
0.345m

(401)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, clayey 
sandy gravel. 

4.4.2 Trench 4 was located centrally, L-shaped and measured 34m by 2.10m (Figure 2, Plate D).  

4.4.3 The earliest deposit recorded in the trench was a compact, orangey brown, natural clayey sandy 
gravel (401), recorded at a height of 70.06m AOD. Sealing natural (401) was a soft, dark brownish 
grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (400) 0.35m thick. 

4.4.4 No finds or features of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 4. 
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Plate D Trench 4 Looking East 

4.5 Trench 5 

4.5.1 Surface of Trench = 70.41m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.41-70.11m 0.00m (500) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

70.11-70.01m 
 (NFE) 

0.30-
0.40m

(503)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy 
gravel. 

4.5.2 Trench 5 was located adjacent to the northeast boundary of the site, orientated east-west and 
measured 30m by 2.10m (Figures 2 and 5, Plate E).  

4.5.3 The earliest deposit recorded in the trench was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy gravel 
(503), recorded at a height of 70.11m AOD. Cut into natural gravel (503) at the western end of the 
trench was linear ditch [502], orientated approximately north-south, measuring 1.50m wide by 
0.45m deep, with a concave profile. The ditch contained a soft, light brown, silty clay fill (501) which 
contained three fragments of ceramic building material (CBM) dated to the 19th or 20th century. Fill 
(501) was sealed by a 0.30m thick soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (500). 
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Plate E Trench 5 Looking East 

4.6 Trench 6 

4.6.1 Surface of Trench = 70.32m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.32-69.92m 0.00m (600) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

69.92-69.82m 
 (NFE) 

0.40-
0.50m

(603)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy clay 
gravel. 

4.6.2 Trench 6 was located in the southern area of the site, orientated northeast-southwest and 
measured 32m by 2.10m (Figures 2 and 6, Plate F). 

4.6.3 The earliest deposit observed was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy clay gravel (603), 
recorded at a height of 69.92m AOD. Cut into natural sandy clay gravel (603) as a small linear gully 
[602], which was 0.30m wide by 0.05m deep, with a slight curved profile. Gully [602] contained a 
soft, dark brown, clayey silt fill (601), similar in appearance to the overlying topsoil. Sealing fill (601) 
was a 0.40m thick soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (600). 

4.6.4 No finds of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 6. 
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Plate F Trench 6 Looking East 

4.7 Trench 7 

4.7.1 Surface of Trench = 70.26m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.26-69.96m 0.00m (700) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

69.96-69.86m 
 (NFE) 

0.30-
0.40m

(701)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy 
gravel. 

4.7.2 Trench 7 was located in the southeast area of the site, orientated north-south and measured 29m 
by 2.10m (Figure 2, Plate G). 

4.7.3 The earliest deposit observed in the Trench 7 was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy gravel 
(701) recorded at a height of 69.96m AOD. Sealing natural (701) was a 0.30m thick soft, dark 
brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (700). 

4.7.4 No finds or features of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 7. 
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Plate G Trench 7 Looking South 

4.8 Trench 8 

4.8.1 Surface of Trench = 70.69m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.69-70.34m 0.00m (800) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

70.34-70.14m 
 (NFE) 

0.35-
0.55m

(803)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, sandy 
gravel. 

4.8.2 Trench 8 was located in the eastern corner of the site, orientated east-west and measured 30m by 
2.10m (Figures 2 and 7, Plate H). 

4.8.3 The earliest deposit recorded in the trench was a compact, orangey brown, natural sandy gravel 
(803), recorded at a height of 70.34m AOD. Cut into natural gravel (803) at the western end of the 
trench was linear ditch [802] which was orientated north-south, and measured 1.20m wide by 
0.35m deep. The ditch had an irregular concave profile. Ditch [802] contained a soft, light brown, 
silty clay fill (801) which did contain any finds. Fill (801) was sealed by a 0.35m thick soft, dark 
brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil deposit (800). 

4.8.4 No finds of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 8. 



PINEWOOD STUDIOS, PSDF EASTERN AREA, FIELD F1 & F3, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE:  
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT 

© AOC Archaeology 2013      |     PAGE 13     |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

Plate H Trench 8 Looking West 

4.9 Trench 9 

4.9.1 Surface of Trench = 70.16m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.16-69.91m 0.00m (900) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

69.91-69.71m 0.25m (901) Subsoil. Soft, dark brown, sandy silt. 
69.71-69.56m 

 (NFE) 
0.45-
0.60m

(902)
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, clayey 
sandy gravel. 

4.9.2 Trench 9 was located in the southern corner of the site, orientated north-south and measured 30m 
by 2.10m (Figures 2, Plate I). 

4.9.3 The earliest deposit observed was a compact, orangey brown, natural clayey sandy gravel (902), 
recorded at a height of 69.71m AOD. Overlying natural (902) was a 0.20m thick soft, dark brown, 
sandy silt subsoil (901). Sealing the sequence was a soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt topsoil 
(900) which measured up to 0.25m thick. 

4.9.4 No finds or features of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 9. 
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Plate I Trench 9 Looking South 

4.10 Trench 10 

4.10.1 Surface of Trench = 70.13m AOD 

Level (OD) Depth 
BGL

Context 
Number Description 

70.13-69.83m 0.00m (1000) Topsoil. Soft, dark brownish grey, sandy silt.   

69.83-69.73m 0.30m (1003) Subsoil. Soft, dark grey, sandy clay. 
69.73-69.58m 

 (NFE) 
0.40-
0.55m

(1004) 
Natural. Compact, orangey brown, clayey 
sandy gravel. 

4.10.2 Trench 10 was located adjacent to the southeast boundary of the site, orientated east-west and 
measured 31m by 2.10m (Figures 2 and 8, Plate J). 

4.10.3 The earliest deposit identified was a compact, orangey brown, natural clayey sandy gravel (1004), 
recorded at a height of 69.73m AOD. Overlying natural (1004) was a 0.10m thick soft, dark grey, 
sandy clay subsoil deposit (1003). Cutting subsoil (1003) at the western end of Trench 10 was ditch 
[1002] which was 1.2m wide by 0.50m, with a roughly V-shaped profile and curved base. The ditch 
was orientated northeast-southwest. The fill of ditch [1002] was a soft, dark brown, sandy silt 
(1001) which did not contain any finds. Sealing fill (1001) was a layer of soft, dark brownish grey, 
sandy silt topsoil (1000) 0.30m thick. 

4.10.4 No finds of archaeological interest were identified in Trench 10. 
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Plate J Trench 10 Looking East 

5 Finds and Environmental Samples 
5.1 The only finds recovered during the course of the evaluation were collected from fill (501) which 

consisted of three small fragments of CBM though to date to the 19th or 20th century. A short 
assessment of this material is included in Appendix B. 

5.2 A bulk soil sample was taken from fill (101) due to the high concentration of charcoal within this 
context. However, due to the lack of dating material associated with this context, it was decided that 
the sample would not be processed. 

6 Conclusion 
6.1 The evaluation successfully characterised both the stratigraphic sequence and the archaeological 

potential of the site. Undisturbed natural sandy gravel deposits were observed in each of the 10 
trenches at a height of between 69.71m AOD to 70.34m AOD. 

6.2 Features of limited archaeological interest were recorded in six of the 10 trenches. These features 
consisted of a shallow pit [102] in Trench 1; shallow gullies [302] and [602] in Trench 3 and 6 
respectively; and ditch features [502], [802] and [1002] in Trenches 5, 8 and 10. 

6.3 The fill of pit [102] contained evidence for possible burning in-situ but did not contain any evidence 
with which to date the feature. Gullies [302] and [602] were insubstantial and lacked defining 
characteristics to enable the function of the features to be determined. The fills of the gullies also 
did not contain any finds for a date to be attributed to their period of use. 

6.4 Ditches [502] and [802] are interpreted as belonging to the same north-south boundary ditch which 
travels through the eastern area of the site. This conclusion is based on the similarities in the 
alignment, fill and profile of the two ditch sections. Finds recovered from the fill of ditch [502] 
suggests the ditch was in use during the 19th or 20th century. The second ditch [1002] identified in 
the eastern area of site is also thought to be a later boundary ditch due to its roughly parallel 
alignment to the existing southeast field boundary. Ditch [1002] is also cut through the existing 
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subsoil horizon suggesting the ditch is likely to be post-medieval in origin. Analysis of the late 19th

to 20th century series of 1:2,500 Ordnance Survey mapping does not indicate any boundaries 
marked in the location of the two ditch alignments identified. 

6.5 A review of the geophysical plot identifies that two of the archaeological features excavated do 
correspond to anomalies detected during the survey. Pit [102] corresponds with one of the discreet 
positive anomaly marked at the end the southeast end of Trench 1, while ditch [1002] corresponds 
to a positive area anomaly traversing the central area of Trench 10. The form of ditch [1002] 
suggests it is likely to be a linear boundary ditch, whereas the positive area anomaly is roughly U-
shape in form. The remaining features identified during the evaluation do not correspond with any 
other geophysical anomalies. 

6.6 The sequence of deposits overlying natural sandy gravel is primarily limited across the site to a 
horizon of 0.50m thick topsoil. Thin subsoil deposits were only identified in Trenches 9 and 10. This 
limited topsoil coverage is attributed to the exposed position of the site, associated with the 
agricultural management practices utilised on site over time. 

6.7 During the course of the evaluation a low density of archaeological features were encountered, 
which were distributed across the full area of the site. Due to the lack of functional definition 
associated with several of the features, combined with the unknown or post-medieval/modern 
period of use, the archaeological features encountered are thought to be of negligible to local 
significance only. 

6.8 Due to the limited significance of the archaeological features encountered, AOC Archaeology 
recommends that no further archaeological fieldwork is required. The final decision regards any 
further archaeological fieldwork rest with Bill Boismier of Buckinghamshire County Archaeological 
Service. 

7 Publication 
7.1 Publication of the evaluation results will be restricted to a short summary in the Buckinghamshire 

Archaeology Round-up and disseminated via the Archaeological Data Service (ADS) (Appendix C). 

8. Archive Deposition 
8.1 On completion of the project, the archive, consisting of paper records, drawings, digital and black 

and white photographs, and finds will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum. 
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Appendices
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Appendix A - Context Register 

Context Description Length Width Thickness 
101  Topsoil 29.50m 2.10m 0.28m 
102 Fill of [102] 1.35m 0.60m+ 0.12m 
103 Cut of Pit 1.35m 0.60m+ 0.12m 
104 Natural 29.50m 2.10m 0.10m+ 

   
200 Topsoil 29.50m 2.10m 0.30m 
201 Natural 29.50m 2.10m 0.15m+ 

   
300 Topsoil 32.00m 2.10m 0.50m 
301 Fill of [302] 2.10m+ 0.35m 0.25m
302 Cut of Gully 2.10m+ 0.35m 0.25m
303 Natural 32.00m 2.10m 0.10m+ 

     
400 Topsoil 34.00m 2.10m 0.35m 
401 Natural 34.00m 2.10m 0.20m+ 

     
500 Topsoil 30.00m 2.10m 0.35m 
501 Fill of [502] 2.10m+ 1.50m 0.50m 
502 Cut of Ditch 2.10m+ 1.50m 0.50m 
503 Natural 30.00m 2.10m 0.20m+ 

     
600 Topsoil 30.00m 2.10m 0.45m 
601 Fill of [602] 2.10m+ 0.30m 0.05m 
602 Cut of Gully 2.10m+ 0.30m 0.05m 
603 Natural 30.00m 2.10m 0.15m+ 

     
700 Topsoil 29.00m 2.10m 0.30m 
701 Natural 29.00m 2.10m 0.15m+ 

     
800 Topsoil 30.00m 2.10m 0.35m 
801 Fill of [802] 2.10m+ 1.20m 0.35m 
802 Cut of Ditch 2.10m+ 1.20m 0.35m 
803 Natural 30.00m 2.10m 0.15m+ 

     
900 Topsoil 30.00m 2.10m 0.25m 
901 Subsoil 30.00m 2.10m 0.20m 
902 Natural 30.00m 2.10m 0.15m+ 

     
1000 Topsoil 31.00m 2.10m 0.30m 
1001 Fill of [1002] 2.10m+ 1.20m 0.50m 
1002 Cut of Ditch 2.10m+ 1.20m 0.50m 
1003 Subsoil 31.00m 2.10m 0.10m 
1004 Natural 31.00m 2.10m 0.15m+ 
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Appendix B – Finds Assessment 

An Assessment of Building material from Pinewood Studios (PWR13) 
Paul Fitz 
AOC Archaeology

Summary                                                                                                                                                                                 
A small assemblage of building material of post-medieval date was recovered from a single context (501) 
and is summarised below.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Brick
An incomplete piece, weighing 63 grams. A modern sand faced brick, it shows only slight abrasion and is 
unlikely to be more than a century old.  

Peg Tile 
Two fragments were recovered. One, weighing 25 grams is 12mm thick. It is of a dull orange colour with grey 
core. Sand has been added to the external finish. It has little evidence of abrasion.   
The larger piece, weighing 69 grams and 12mm thick, has partial evidence of two peg holes at one end. This 
is a dull orange colour with very little sign of abrasion. 

Discussion/Recommendations 
Such a small assemblage with no dateable pottery is difficult to give a close date. The relative freshness of 
the pieces, as well as the sand face finishing of the brick and one tile piece is suggestive of a late 20th

century date. 

The assemblage is of no real research value and it is suggested that the museum that the archive is 
deposited with is contacted with a view to discarding these pieces. 

Bibliography/References: 
M. Hammond (1981): Bricks and Brickmaking
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Appendix C - OASIS Form 

OASIS ID: aocarcha1-148466 

Project details

Project name Pinewood Studios, Buckinghamshire  

Short description of 
the project 

AOC Archaeology undertook an archaeological evaluation at land adjacent to 
Pinewood Studios, Buckinghamshire. Ten machine excavated trenches were 
excavated across the site revealing a low density spread of features consisting 
of two undated gullies and an undated pit, in addition to two post-medieval or 
modern boundary ditches. Natural sandy gravel was recorded in each of the 
trenches. Due to the lack of dating evidence or late period of use associated 
with these features, the archaeological features encountered are thought to be 
of negligible to local significance only.  

Project dates Start: 02-04-2013 End: 05-04-2013  

Previous/future work Yes / No  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes

13/00175/OUT - Planning Application No.  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes

PWR13 - Sitecode  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes

32393 - Contracting Unit No.  

Type of project Field evaluation  

Site status None  

Current Land use Grassland Heathland 3 - Disturbed  

Monument type DITCH Post Medieval  
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Monument type GULLY Uncertain  

Monument type PIT Uncertain  

Methods & 
techniques

''Targeted Trenches''

Development type Rural commercial  

Prompt National Planning Policy Framework - NPPF  

Position in the 
planning process 

Between deposition of an application and determination  

Project location

Country England 

Site location BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SOUTH BUCKS IVER Pinewood Studios, 
Buckinghamshire  

Postcode SL0 0NX  

Study area 4.40 Hectares  

Site coordinates TQ 0160 8489 51 0 51 33 11 N 000 32 03 W Point  

Height OD / Depth Min: 70.00m Max: 70.00m  

Project creators  

Name of 
Organisation

AOC Archaeology  

Project brief 
originator

Local Planning Authority (with/without advice from County/District Archaeologist) 

Project design 
originator

Arup
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Project
director/manager

Paul Mason

Project supervisor Chris Clarke  

Type of 
sponsor/funding
body

Developer

Name of 
sponsor/funding
body

Pinewood Studios  

Project archives  

Physical Archive 
Exists? 

No

Digital Archive 
recipient

Buckinghamshire County Museum Resource Centre  

Digital Archive ID PWR13  

Digital Media 
available

''Images raster / digital photography''  

Digital Archive notes To be held at AOC until ready to archive  

Paper Archive 
recipient

Buckinghamshire County Museum Resource Centre  

Paper Archive ID PWR13  

Paper Media 
available

''Context sheet'',''Plan'',''Report'',''Section''  

Paper Archive notes To be held at AOC until ready to archive  
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Project
bibliography 1 

Publication type 
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title Pinewood Studios. Archaeological Trial Trenches PSDF Eastern Area, Field F1 
and F3. Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation.  

Author(s)/Editor(s) Pembroke, S.  

Date 2013  

Issuer or publisher Arup

Place of issue or 
publication

London

Description A4 text, 2 illustrations, 20 pages  

Project
bibliography 2 

Publication type 
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title PINEWOOD STUDIOS, PSDF EASTERN AREA, FIELD F1 and F3, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE:AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT  

Author(s)/Editor(s) Clarke, C.  

Date 2013  

Issuer or publisher AOC Archaeology  

Place of issue or 
publication

London

Description A4 text, 8 illustrations, 30 pages between plastic covers  
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Entered by Chris Clarke (chris.clarke@aocarchaeology.com) 
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