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1 ABSTRACT 
 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group on 
29th and 30th June 2006 at Ellen Wilkinson School, Tollgate Road, Beckton, 
London Borough of Newham, on behalf of Property and Design Consultancy. The 
aim of the evaluation was to assess the impact of the proposed development on 
any surviving archaeological remains.  
 
The evaluation comprised the excavation of one machine excavated trench 
measuring 3m x 3m at base. Flood plain gravels were identified 3m below ground 
surface. These were overlain by approximately 1m of peat which was sealed by 
alluvial deposits of blue and brown silty clay. Radiocarbon dating carried out on 
the peat deposits indicate that it formed between approximately 2470 – 2270 BC 
and 1690 – 1510 BC when the wetland vegetation cover was dominated by alder 
carr woodland. The onset of alluvial sedimentation sometime after 1690 – 1510 
BC is broadly consistent with other records from the area e.g. Golfers Site, 
Beckton These deposits were overlain by approximately 0.5m of made ground 
which was in turn sealed by a topsoil deposit. 
 
No archaeological features or deposits were identified in the trench.  
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2 SITE LOCATION 
 
2.1 The site is located in Beckton, London Borough of Newham, towards the west 

end of Tollgate Road. The proposed development is centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) TQ 4205 8167 (Figure 1). 

2.2 The site is roughly rectangular in shape and is bounded by Tollgate Road to the 
north, existing school buildings to the east, Mitchell Walk to the south and 
Beckton District Park to the west. The area affected by the development covers a 
total area of approximately 0.5 hectares. 

 
3 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

3.1 The British Geological Survey map (BGS Sheet 257), indicates that the site is 
underlain by Recent Alluvium associated with the River Thames and Flood Plain 
Gravel deposits resting on deposits of the Lambeth Group (Woolwich and 
Reading Beds).  

3.2 Geotechnical investigations were conducted on site by Site Analytical Services 
(2005). Three shell and augur boreholes and four continuous flight augur 
boreholes were carried out. These indicated that below approximately 0.80m of 
made ground a brown alluvial clay sealed a 0.90m thick deposit of peat, which in 
turn sealed a 0.50m thick deposit of grey alluvial clay, overlying the natural 
gravels.  

 
4 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

4.1 The local planning authority is the London Borough of Newham. Archaeological 
advice to the Borough is provided by the Greater London Archaeological 
Advisory Service (GLAAS).  

 
4.2 The proposed development (Application No.: 05/1124) of the site comprises the 

construction of a new school building. 
 
4.3 This document reports on the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken 

to identify any archaeological remains that might be threatened by the proposed 
development. A full report will be issued once the results of carbon-dating have 
been established. 

 
5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

5.1 The following information is drawn from the Written Scheme of Investigation 
(AOC 2006).  

 
 5.2 A number of archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the area, and 

there are numerous entries within the Greater London Sites and Monuments 
Record (GLSMR) for archaeological features or chance finds. 
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5.3 It is only relatively recently that the importance of this area has been recognised. 
Bronze Age trackways and platforms of brushwood and timber piling have been 
found extensively to the south of the A13 road. Excavations at Newham Way 
overpass revealed late Mesolithic/Neolithic flintwork overlain by alluvial clays. 
These were in turn overlain by a sequence of peat deposits containing timber 
trackways dating to the Bronze Age. Sealing the peat deposits were further 
alluvial clays containing dumps of Roman material.  

5.4 This sequence has been observed in several investigations in and around the area. 
Prehistoric timbers were also found in the peat deposits at Prince Regent’s Lane, 
again sandwiched between alluvial clays. 

5.5 Geotechnical investigations undertaken on the site (Site Analytical Services Ltd, 
2005) revealed that this sequence is present on the site. Below approximately 
0.80m of made ground, a brown silty alluvial clay sealed a 0.90m thick deposit of 
peat, which in turn sealed the natural gravels. These deposits were present in 5 of 
the boreholes recorded. 

 
6 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

6.1 The aims of the Evaluation were: 

•  To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the site. 
•  To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any 

archaeological remains encountered. 
•  To record and sample excavate any archaeological remains encountered 

(including evidence of past environments). 
•  To assess the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological 

features and deposits. 
•  To determine the nature and extent of existing truncations of the 

archaeological deposits. 
•  To enable the Archaeology Advisor to make an informed decision on the 

status of the condition on the planning permission, and any possible 
requirement for further work in order to satisfy that condition. 

•  To make available to interested parties the results of the investigation in order 
to inform the mitigation strategy as part of the planning process. 

6.2 The specific objectives of the Evaluation were to: 

•  Determine the presence of any evidence for buried surfaces that may survive 
beneath the alluvial clays. 

•  Establish whether there is any evidence for Mesolithic and Neolithic 
occupation or exploitation of the area. 

•  Establish the presence/absence of evidence for exploitation of the area in the 
middle and later Bronze Age. 
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•  Establish the presence/absence of marshland management such as drainage 
ditches, sluices or similar features. 

6.3 The final aim is to make public the results of the investigation, subject to any 
confidentiality restrictions. 

 
7 METHODOLOGY 
 
7.1 The evaluation consisted of one trench measuring 3m x 3m at base. The trench 

was targeted using an Electronic Distance Measurer (EDM) to investigate the area 
where the geotechnical results indicated that the peat deposits were at their 
thickest but the gravels were at their highest (Figure 2). 

  
7.2 All overburden was to be removed down to the top of the first recognizable 

archaeological horizon or the natural deposit in the event that no archaeological 
horizons were present (in this case the latter), using a 13 ton tracked excavator 
with a 1.8m wide toothless ditching bucket.  

 
7.4 All machining was carried out under direct control of an experienced 

archaeologist. 
 
7.5 Excavated material was examined in order to retrieve artefacts to assist in the 

analysis of the spatial distribution of artefacts. 
 
7.6 On completion of machine excavation, all faces of trenches that required 

examination or recording were cleaned using appropriate hand tools. Column and 
bulk samples were taken by Archaeoscape for AOC Archaeology in order to 
establish the potential of the deposits for reconstructing the environmental history 
of the site and its environs.. The column samples were located on the section 
drawing. Separate levels were also taken at the base and top of each of the column 
samples. 

 
7.7 The trench was excavated to the underlying natural Flood Plain Gravels. Due to 

the depth of the trench, it was ‘stepped’ in by 1 metre for every vertical metre 
excavated. A 1m² sondage was had-excavated into the gravels to establish the 
presence of any struck flint. Although no archaeological remains were identified, 
the full stratigraphic sequence was recorded.  

 
7.8 All excavation was undertaken with a view to avoiding damage to any 

archaeological features or deposits which appeared to be demonstrably worthy of 
preservation in situ. 

 
7.9 After recording, the trench was backfilled with excavated material. 
 
7.10 A Temporary Bench Mark (TBM) was set up on site, transferred from a Bench 

Mark on the roundabout on Tollgate Road just to the east of the site. 
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7.13 The evaluation work was undertaken by the Andy Leonard, Project Supervisor, 

under the overall project management of Ron Humphrey, Project Manager. 
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8 RESULTS  
 
8.1 Table of results 
 

1.53 to 1.28mOD (1/001). Moderately to firmly compacted light 
brown topsoil and grass. 20th century playing field. 

1.28 to 0.68mOD (1/002). Firmly compacted light brown clayey silt. 
Occasional hessian, plastic and building material 
inclusions. 20th century made ground. 

0.68 to -0.42mOD (1/003). Firmly compacted mid to light brown silty 
clay. Occasional flecks of white silty clay. Naturally 
silted alluvium. 

-0.42 to -0.52mOD (1/004). Moderately to firmly compacted light blue 
silty clay. Naturally silted alluvium. 

-0.52 to -1.41mOD (1/005). Moderately compacted dark brown peat 
with frequent pieces of wood.  

-1.41 to -1.56mOD (1/006). Firmly compacted light grey sandy gravels. 
Naturally formed Flood Plain Gravels. 

 
8.2 The Trench was located to the northwest of the site (Figure 2) and measured 7m 

by 7m at the top and 3m by 3m at base, with three steps excavated to provide a 
safe working environment.  

 
8.3 Natural Flood Plain Gravels (1/006) were observed at -1.41mOD. No 

archaeological remains were present overlying or cutting this deposit. A 1m² 
sondage was hand-excavated to a depth of 0.10m to establish the presence of any 
residual struck flint. No finds were retrieved from this. Assessment of these 
gravels (Appendix B) indicates that these are Shepperton Gravels, representing 
deposition under cold climate conditions at the end of the Devensian cold stage. 

 
8.4 Sealing the gravels was a 0.90m thick deposit of dark brown peat (1/005). This 

contained frequent pieces of wood deposited naturally as opposed to being in situ. 
This represents Holocene alluvium and resembles other sequences recorded in the 
vicinity. No archaeological remains were observed in or overlying this deposit. 
The peat formation was radiocarbon dated to between approximately 2470 – 2270 
BC and 1690 – 1510 BC. 

 
8.5 The peat was sealed by two distinct deposits of alluvium, (1/004) and (1/003). 

Neither of these contained any finds or features. The brown alluvial deposit 
(1/003) contained occasional white silty clay fleck inclusions. The earlier 
alluvium (1/004) represents a late Holocene alluvial accumulation while the latter 
(1/003), containing fine-grained sediments, represents deposition on the margins 
of a slow moving water body, such as a channel, probably during intermittent 
flooding of the ground surface. The onset of alluvial sedimentation sometime after 
1690 – 1510 BC is broadly consistent with other records from the area e.g. 
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Golfers Site, Beckton, although there is no evidence at present for the marked 
environmental deterioration noted prior to this event, and within the peat 
sequence, at the Golfers Site. 

 
8.6 Overlying the alluvial deposits was a 0.60m thick deposit of made ground (1/002) 

containing plastic and building material inclusions. This was in turn sealed by the 
light brown topsoil and grass (1/001) of the playing field. 

 
8.7 Assessment of the pollen stratigraphy demonstrates that throughout the period of 

sediment deposition pollen grains and spores are well-preserved and indicate that 
the vegetation was locally dominated by alder carr woodland. The absence of lime 
in the upper part of the sequence may indicate the onset of the pan European ‘lime 
decline’, which occurred from the Bronze age onwards, and may be associated 
with human interference in the natural vegetation succession. 

 
8.8 No archaeological finds or features were identified in the trench.  
 
9 FINDS 
 
9.1 No finds were retrieved from the site. Dating of the sequence recorded will be 

established through carbon-dating (report pending). 
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10 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
10.1 No evidence for any archaeological activity was identified on the site.  
 
10.2 The sequence of deposition recorded in the trench largely reflects that recorded in 

the geotechnical report. Given that the boreholes containing this sequence were 
spread across the site, the potential for archaeological remains to have survived 
must be considered high. However, the dearth of any such remains within the 
trench would suggest that archaeological activity in the area was minimal or non-
existent.  

 
10.3 The geoarchaeological assessment demonstrates the sequence of deposition is 

characteristic for the area. Further pollen analysis may prove beneficial to the 
environmental record, given the high concentration of pollen grains and spores 
and the dearth of direct pollen stratigraphic indicators of human activity. Any 
such work could be conducted without the necessity for further fieldwork given 
the bulk samples already retrieved are sufficient for these objectives. 

 
10.4 The evaluation met its primary objective: to establish the presence/absence of any 

archaeological remains. It is therefore recommended that no further 
archaeological fieldwork is required to satisfy the archaeological planning 
condition on this site. However, the final decision regarding any further work will 
rest with the London Borough of Newham and its archaeology advisor, David 
Divers (GLAAS).  

 
10.4 Publication of the results will be through the ADS OASIS form (Appendix C) 

with a short summary submitted to the London Archaeologist fieldwork round-up.  
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Figure 1: Site location
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APPENDIX A – CONTEXT REGISTER 
 

Context 
No. 

Context Description Length Width Depth 

    
1/001 Grass and topsoil 8.00m 7.00m 0.20m 
1/002 Modern made ground 8.00m 7.00m 0.65m 
1/003 Light brown alluvium 7.00m 7.00m 1.08m 
1/004 Light blue alluvium 5.00m 5.00m 0.30m 
1/005 Peat 5.00m 4.00m 0.70m 
1/006 Natural gravels 3.00m 3.00m 0.25m 
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APPENDIX B 
 
ELLEN WILKINSON SCHOOL, TOLLGATE ROAD, BECKTON, LONDON 
BOROUGH OF NEWHAM (SITE CODE: TLG06): ENVIRONMENTAL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 
 
N.P. Branch, C.P. Green and P. Morgan 
ArchaeoScape, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway University of London, Egham 
Hill, Egham, Surrey, TW20 OEX, UK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This report summarises the findings arising out of the environmental archaeological 
assessment undertaken by ArchaeoScape at the Ellen Wilkinson School, Tollgate Road, 
Beckton, London Borough of  Newham (Site Code: TLG06; National Grid Reference: 
TQ 4205 8167). During the archaeological evaluation, in conjunction with AOC 
Archaeology, the excavation of one deep trench (Trench 1) permitted systematic 
recording of a natural sedimentary sequence comprising fine and coarse grained mineral 
sediments and peat. Based upon previous archaeological and environmental 
archaeological investigations in the Beckton area, the peat sequence was thought to be 
Neolithic (ca. 4300 - 2100 BC) to Bronze Age (ca. 2100 - 800 BC) in date (e.g. Sidell et 
al., 2000; Branch et al., in prep). ArchaeoScape implemented a targeted sampling 
strategy, which enabled the collection of column and bulk samples suitable for 
environmental archaeological analysis. The overarching aim of the environmental 
archaeological assessment was to establish the potential of the deposits for reconstructing 
the environmental history of the site and its environs, and in particular for addressing the 
following research issues: 
 
1. Previous work in the London area has recorded the presence of Bronze Age 

trackways and platforms on the former floodplain of the River Thames, and 
settlement on adjacent higher, drier ground. The environmental archaeological 
records from peat sequences proximal and distal to these sites indicate a period of 
intensive human activity, with unequivocal evidence for woodland clearance and 
sometimes cultivation (Branch et al., in prep; Carew et al., in prep). Further 
records from the Beckton area would significantly enhance our knowledge and 
understanding of the timing, duration, nature and environmental impact of these 
activities. 

2. Environmental archaeological records from peat sequences proximal to these 
Bronze Age trackways and platforms also indicate that their abandonment 
coincided with a significant increase in bog surface wetness. From the study at the 
nearby Golfers Site, Woolwich Manor Way, Beckton, by ArchaeoScape, this has 
been attributed to worsening environmental conditions from approximately 1500 
BC onwards, which culminated in the renewal of alluvial sedimentation across the 
site at approximately 1000 BC (Carew et al., in prep). Further records from the 
Beckton area would test this hypothesis. 



ELLEN WILKINSON SCHOOL, TOLLGATE ROAD, BECKTON, LONDON BOROUGH OF NEWHAM: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
EVALUATION REPORT 

© AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP – OCTOBER 2006 
 

15

3. Environmental archaeological records from peat sequences proximal and distal to 
the trackways and platforms indicate that prior to their construction the peat 
surface was colonised by Yew (Taxus baccata) woodland. There is no modern 
analogue for the presence of Yew in wetland ecosystems, and therefore records 
for its presence in the Lower Thames valley during prehistory provide a valuable 
contribution to our understanding of British vegetation history. The reason for 
Yew colonisation of the peat surface remains unclear, and whether its decline was 
a response to natural changes in the environment or human impact is uncertain 
e.g. Yew wood was used in the trackway construction at the nearby Golfers Site, 
Woolwich Manor Way, Beckton (Carew et al., in prep). Further records from the 
Beckton area would significantly enhance our knowledge and understanding of 
this event.                         

 
The environmental archaeological assessment at the Ellen Wilkinson School consisted of: 
 
1. Recovering column samples (<A> and <B>) and bulk samples (<S> to <A>) from 

Trench 1 for reconstructing changes in the sedimentary history, former vegetation 
cover and palaeohydrology using sub-fossil pollen, insects and plant 
macroremains. The column samples were recovered for the purposes of 
lithostratigraphic description, pollen analysis and organic matter determination. 
The bulk samples were recovered for insect and plant macrofossil analysis. 
Organic matter determinations, and insect and plant macrofossil analyses, were 
not included in this assessment, but the samples obtained will be analysed as part 
of a separate longer-term research project by Royal Holloway Department of 
Geography into the middle to late Holocene environmental history of the lower 
Thames valley. 

2. Recording the lithostratigraphy (all column samples) to provide a preliminary 
reconstruction of the site formation processes. 

3. Assessment of the preservation and concentration of pollen grains and spores (all 
column samples) to provide a preliminary reconstruction of the vegetation history, 
and to detect evidence for human activities e.g. woodland clearance and 
cultivation. 

4. Radiocarbon dating of peat extracted from the top and the base of this unit to 
provide a provisional geochronological framework for the site. 

 
 
GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 
The site is on the floodplain of the Lower Thames where the Woolwich Reach of the 
river forms a broad southward bend. The whole of the area enclosed by the bend is shown 
by the British Geological Survey (BGS) to be underlain by Alluvium (1:50,000 Sheet 257 
Romford 1996). Beneath the Alluvium, sand and gravel was recorded during the 
excavation of the Royal Victoria Dock (Blandford 1854) and the Royal Albert Dock 
(Whitaker 1889) and has been assigned by Gibbard (1994) to the Shepperton Gravel of 
Late Devensian age. The alluvial sequence has been investigated to the south of the 
present site, in the Silvertown area, by Sidell et al. (1996, 2000), Wilkinson et al. (2000) 
and Green et al. (2006). 
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METHODS 
 
Field investigations 
Two column samples (<A> and <B>) and nineteen continuous bulk samples (<A> and 
<B>; between -1.53m to -0.39m OD), each 5cm in thickness, were recovered from the 
organic sediments within Trench 1 (Table 1). 
 
Lithostratigraphic descriptions 
The lithostratigraphy of the column samples was described in the laboratory using 
standard procedures for recording unconsolidated sediment and peat, noting the physical 
properties (colour), composition (gravel, sand, clay, silt and peat), unit boundaries and 
inclusions (e.g. artefacts). The results of the lithostratigraphic descriptions are provided in 
Tables 2 and 3. 
 
Radiocarbon dating 
Sub-samples were taken from the base (-1.29 to -1.30m OD; column sample <A>) and 
the top (-0.62m to -0.63m OD; column sample <B>) of the peat unit (Table 4). The sub-
samples have been submitted for radiocarbon dating to the Scottish Universities 
Environmental Research Centre (SUERC), East Kilbride, Scotland. The radiocarbon 
dates were calibrated following procedures outlined in Bronk-Ramsey (1995, 2001), and 
Stuiver et al. (1998). 

POLLEN ASSESSMENT 

Sixteen sub-samples were extracted from Trench 1 from column samples <A> and <B> 
(between –1.32m and -0.31m OD) for assessment of the pollen content. The pollen was 
extracted as follows: 
 
1. Sampling a standard volume of sediment (1ml) 
2. Deflocculation of the sample in 1% Sodium pyrophosphate 
3. Sieving of the sample to remove the fine and coarse mineral and organic fractions 

(<10µm and >125µm) 
4. Removal of finer mineral fraction using Sodium polytungstate (specific gravity of 

2.0g/cm3) 
5. Acetolysis using Sulphuric acid, Acetic anhydride and Glacial Acetic acid to 

remove unwanted organic matter 
6. Mounting of the sample in glycerol jelly. 
 
Each stage of the procedure was preceded and followed by thorough sample cleaning in 
filtered distilled water. Quality control is maintained by periodic checking of residues, 
and assembling sample batches from various depths to test for systematic laboratory 
effects. Pollen grains and spores were identified using the Royal Holloway (University of 
London) pollen type collection and the following sources of keys and photographs: 
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Moore et al (1991); Reille (1992). Plant nomenclature follows the Flora Europaea as 
summarised in Stace (1997). The assessment procedure consisted of scanning the 
prepared slides at 2mm intervals along the whole length of the coverslip using a high-
power transmitted light microscope with phase and interference contrast, and recording 
the concentration and state of preservation of pollen grains and spores, and the principal 
pollen taxa (Table 5). 
 
 
RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE LITHOSTRATIGRAPHIC 
DESCRIPTIONS 
At the base of the sequence recorded in column sample <A>, the sandy gravel (between -
1.58m and -1.32m OD) can be interpreted as the Shepperton Gravel. Almost everywhere 
in the Middle and Lower Thames valley this unit underlies the floodplain alluvium. It 
represents deposition under cold climate conditions at the end of the Devensian cold 
stage. The peat horizon (context (1/005); between -1.32m and -0.50m OD) overlying the 
gravels and fine-grained mineral sediments (context (1/006)) resembles sequences 
recorded nearby e.g. Golfers Site, Woolwich Manor Way, although the peat unit at the 
Ellen Wilkinson School is only ca. 83cm in thickness, compared to ca. 3m at the Golfers 
Site. This may be attributed to a combination of factors, namely proximity to the 
floodplain margin and underlying topography. The dark grey silty clay (context (1/004); 
between -0.50 to -0.26m OD) penetrated by modern roots and incorporating small pieces 
of charcoal is separated by a sharp contact from the underlying organic sediments and is a 
late Holocene alluvial accumulation (within the last 3000 years; see below). Overlying 
this unit was greyish brown silty clay (context (1/003); between -0.26 to 0.14m OD), also 
penetrated by modern roots and incorporating small pieces of gravel and charcoal, and 
was overlain by approximately 1.5m of Made Ground. The fine-grained mineral 
sediments undoubtedly represent deposition on the margins of a slow moving (‘low 
energy’) water body, such as a channel, probably during intermittent flooding of the 
ground surface. The increased organic matter content reflects the progressively terrestrial 
nature of the local environment, due to either the lateral migration of the nearby channel 
away from the site, or rapid sedimentation to a level above the zone of regular flooding. 
Wood peat formation indicates the formation a semi-terrestrial environment, which was 
colonised by woodland adapted to the waterlogged conditions. 
 
 
RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE RADIOCARBON DATING 
The results indicate that sedimentation probably commenced at the Ellen Wilkinson 
School sometime during the middle Holocene (context (1/006)). Peat formation started 
shortly before 2470-2270 BC, and continued until sometime after 1690-1510 BC (context 
(1/005)). The peat sequence may be broadly equated therefore with the Late Neolithic to 
Middle Bronze Age cultural period. The uppermost radiocarbon date also suggests that 
contexts (1/004) and (1/003) were deposited during the late Holocene (last 3000 years). 
The δ13C (‰) values are consistent with those expected for wood, and suggest that the 
results provide a robust chronological framework for the litho- and bio-stratigraphic data.    
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RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE POLLEN ASSESSMENT  
The pollen-stratigraphic assessment indicates that throughout the period of sediment 
deposition pollen grains and spores are well preserved, and in suitably high concentration 
for a full pollen analysis. The range of pollen taxa represented suggests that the local 
vegetation cover was dominated by alder Carr woodland, probably with an understorey 
comprising grasses, rushes and sedges. Areas of open water are suggested by the 
presence of milfoil and pondweed. On nearby dryland, the vegetation cover consisted of 
mixed deciduous woodland, possibly dominated by lime with an understorey of hazel. 
The absence of lime woodland in the upper part of the sequence is especially interesting, 
and may indicate the pan-European ‘lime decline’, which occurred from the Bronze Age 
onwards, and may be associated with human interference in natural vegetation succession 
e.g. clearance. However, there are currently no direct pollen-stratigraphic indicators of 
human activity e.g. cereal pollen in the record to support this interpretation. The absence 
of yew pollen is disappointing and rather surprising given the results of the radiocarbon 
dating. Although yew had probably almost disappeared from the wetlands of the Lower 
Thames valley by 2000 BC (according to radiocarbon dates obtained from both the 
Golfers Site, Beckton (Carew et al., in prep), and Hornchurch Marshes, Dagenham 
(Branch et al., in prep)), we would have expected the end of this phase to be represented 
at the Ellen Wilkinson School site. It is possible, therefore, that yew woodland was not 
present at the site, and was perhaps concentrated to the east of this area. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
The radiocarbon-dated lithostratigraphic record from the Ellen Wilkinson School, 
Beckton, indicates the presence of a tripartite sequence of sedimentary deposits: 
alluvium-peat-alluvium. The alluvium was deposited during periods of low energy, 
fluvial inundation, whilst the peat formation represents semi-terrestrial conditions and a 
more stable wetland landsurface. During the period of peat formation, between 
approximately 2470 – 2270 BC and 1690 – 1510 BC, the wetland vegetation cover was 
dominated by alder Carr woodland. On nearby dryland, lime woodland was initially 
dominant but was succeeded by more open conditions. This transition may be equated 
with the pan-European ‘lime decline’ during the Bronze Age, although the precise reason 
for its decline at the Ellen Wilkinson School remains unclear due to the absence of direct 
evidence for human activity. The onset of alluvial sedimentation sometime after 1690 – 
1510 BC is broadly consistent with other records from the area e.g. Golfers Site, Beckton, 
although there is no evidence at present for the marked environmental deterioration noted 
prior to this event, and within the peat sequence, at the Golfers Site. The absence of 
evidence for yew woodland is somewhat surprising, but may be due to the distribution of 
yew being confined to the east of the site. Further long-term research on the sequence 
from the Ellen Wilkinson School, in particular analysis of the sub-fossil pollen, insect 
and plant macro-remains will enable these issues to be fully addressed.       
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