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                    Abstract 

 

This report presents the results of archaeological 

works undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group 

at the site of Victory Lane, Wallyford (NGR: NT 

36305 71726). 

 

The archaeological works were undertaken to 

purge a planning condition and involved an 

excavation of archaeological features and metal 

detecting survey of two areas. One area was 

25m x 25m and a further 15m x 15m area was 

appended to this at its northeast corner.  Trial 

trenching evaluation of the site in 2002 revealed 

a number of archaeological features. These 

comprised a group of curvilinear features which, 

while undated, were tentatively interpreted as 

Iron Age settlement remains. The area stripped 

was also metal detected in shallow spits given 

the sites location within the inventory boundary 

of the Battle of Pinkie. 

 

The current works revealed a number of 

negative features which may comprise field 

systems and pits/postholes which most likely 

form part of a gate for stock control. No finds 

were recovered from the features meaning no 

date could be associated with any of the 

features. No metal finds were recovered during 

the metal detecting of the stripped area. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 A programme of archaeological works was required by Sirius Sport & Leisure Limited to 

purge a planning condition relating to the consented residential development at Victory 

Lane, Wallyford, East Lothian (Planning Reference 10/00341/PPM). The development area 

comprised a field to the west of Salters Road and east of Victory Lane Stadium. The 

development area is fallow farmland (Figure 1). 

 

1.2 The area lies within the administrative jurisdiction of East Lothian Council (ELC), who is 

advised on archaeological matters by Mr. Andrew Robertson, Archaeology Officer, of East 

Lothian Council Archaeology Service (ELCAS). These works were required in accordance 

with Scottish Planning Policy (2014) and PAN 2/2011 Planning and Archaeology (2011).  

The work was undertaken to CIfA standards and guidance for archaeological excavation (2014) 

and a Written Scheme of Methodology was approved by ELCAS on 22nd January 2016.  

 

1.3 This report details the results of the required metal detecting survey, monitored topsoil strip 

and subsequent excavation undertaken from 8th February – 12th February 2016. This work 

follows on from an initial trial trenching evaluation in 2002 (Ellis, 2002; Appendix 6) and 

focused on two areas measuring 25m x 25m and 15m x 15m.   

 

1.4 A number of field systems and post holes were revealed during the topsoil strip forming 

what appears to be a gate system for the controlling of stock movement through the area. 

No finds were recovered from the features to determine a date for the site. No metal finds 

were recovered during the metal detecting. 
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Location 

2.1.1 The development area comprises fallow agricultural land to the immediate South of the 

town of Wallyford. The land is located to the South of Barbachlaw Farm with Victory Lane 

Stadium to the west and the road to the water pumping station to the south (centered NGR: 

NT  36305 71726). The eastern edge of the development area is marked by the A6094, 

Salters Road (Figure 1).  

 

2.2 Development background  

2.2.1 The development area comprises some c.6.2 ha of land, currently lying fallow (Figure 1). 

The site was subject to archaeological evaluation by trial trenching in 2002 where a number 

of archaeological features were revealed (Ellis 2002). The development area has planning 

permission for the erection of 94 houses. 

 

 
2.3 Archaeological background 

2.3.1 The development area has been the subject to an archaeological desk-based assessment 

and an evaluation by trial trenching. These original assessments, undertaken in 2002 

(Appendix 6), assessed a larger area including the fields to the north and west of 

Barbachlaw. The current development site is limited to Field 2 of the original assessment 

area.  

 

2.3.2 The trial trench evaluation of Field 2 identified a number of linear and curvilinear features as 

well as a number of pits. There was a lack of artefacts recovered from the features which 

were excavated and a tentative interpretation was that the features dated to the early 1st 

millennium AD or BC and were the remnants of a farmstead of the later Iron Age, possibly 

with several phases of use (Ellis 2002).  
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3 OBJECTIVES 
 
3.1 The objectives of the archaeological works were: 

   

i) to expose the remainder of the features encountered during trial trenching in 

2002, as indicated in the ‘Zone of Archaeological Sensitivity’ defined in the Data 

Structure Report for that work, and to determine the character, extent, condition, 

quality, date and significance of any features exposed; 

 

ii) to conduct a tight transect (2.5m apart) metal detecting survey across the 

exposed area; this to be undertaken in spits as the excavation area is exposed; 

 

iii) the retrieval of a representative artefact assemblage from the excavation of features 

encountered; 

 

iv) upon conclusion of the fieldwork, namely the excavation and the metal detecting, 

the preparation of a post-excavation research design (PERD) to be agreed with 

ELCAS. This work will begin with an assessment stage of the potential of the 

materials (soil samples & all artefact categories) recovered from the excavation and 

metal detecting. This assessment stage will be used to determine the scope and 

appropriateness of the post-excavation analyses to be employed to address issues 

arising from the excavation. The PERD will be pertinent to the quantity, quality, 

character, date and condition of retrieved small finds and soil samples when 

considered against the series of research questions raised by the excavated 

features and recovered metal artefacts; 

 

v) the post-excavation analysis of recovered material from all of the fieldwork, namely 

the excavation and the metal detecting; 

 

vi) publication of the results of the fieldwork to bring the findings into the public and 

academic domain if deemed necessary by ELCAS. 
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4 METHODOLOGY 
 
4.1 Archaeological Excavation 
4.1.1 ELCAS confirmed that they require an area of 25m x 25m, plus a second area immediately 

north of this measuring 15m x 15m, around the features identified in 2002 be exposed and 

the archaeological remains to be excavated. Where features were uncovered at the edges 

of these areas, which appear to extend beyond them, further areas would require to be 

exposed to ensure they were fully recorded. 

 

4.1.2 Overburden was reduced by 360O tracked mechanical excavator using a toothless ditching 

bucket. All machine excavated ground reduction was supervised by an AOC Archaeology 

Group field archaeologist and as noted above each spit of reduction was metal detected.  

 

4.1.3 Following surface cleaning and identification of features the excavation process involved: 

 the excavation of structural elements, where encountered, including the removal 

of at least 50% of archaeological sediment by hand; 

 the excavation of non-structural elements and isolated features including posthole 

and/or pits, where encountered, including the removal of 50% of archaeological 

sediment by hand unless finds/material inclusions dictate otherwise; 

 large linear features such as ditches, where encountered, would be subject to 

excavation by hand sufficient (minimum 20%) to characterize their significance, 

form, function, condition and date at the same time retrieving a fully 

representative artefact/ecofact assemblage; 

 standard palaeoenvironmental samples (30 litres) were recovered from every 

significant soil context. A routine soil sample (for soil chemistry) was retrieved 

from all significant sediment contexts.  

 

4.1.4 This process of excavation, recording and sampling continued until drift geology was met.  
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4.2 Metal detecting 

4.2.1 As the 360 excavator was removing the topsoil in shallow units and strips each area was 

surveyed using an X-terra metal detector. The metal detecting was walked in transects no 

greater than 2.5m wide (ends of transects being marked out by ranging poles). This allowed 

for a degree of overlap between transects and ensured ground was not missed. The metal 

detecting was limited to the area being exposed for excavation and this was detected in 

decreasing levels as the area was exposed. The machine removed average 20cm to 40cm 

in each movement and the exposed areas were metal detected after each level was 

removed until the first significant archaeological horizon was met. 

 

4.2.2 Had any artefacts been recovered these would have been bagged by artefact category and 

findspots would have been marked and surveyed to allow accurate plotting of find densities 

and artefact types. However no artefacts were detected at all during the excavation. 

 

 

 
5 RESULTS 
 

5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 The monitored strip of the 25m x 25m and 15m x 15m areas and the subsequent 

excavation of features was undertaken between the 8th February and 12th February 2016. 

The works were conducted in mostly fine weather which allowed for good archaeological 

visibility. The data gathered is presented as a series of appendices: 

 
i) Appendix 1 the context register; 

ii) Appendix 2 the photographic register; 

iii) Appendix 3 the drawing register 

iv) Appendix 4 the sample register 

v) Appendix 5 the ‘Discovery and Excavation in Scotland’ entry 

 
5.1.2 The excavation revealed built up topsoil overlying mid brown alluvium coming down onto a 

light brow/yellow sandy loam which made up the subsoil. The top soil ranged from 0.30m to 

0.40m in depth with the alluvium measuring 0.50m – to 0.70m in depth. 

 

5.1.3 No finds were recovered during the excavation though a number of flint shards were 

revealed on the surface while walking around the site. 
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5.2 Metal Detecting Survey 

5.2.1 No metal artefacts were recovered during the metal detecting of shallow spits within the 

stripped area. 

 

5.3      Excavation 
 

Area A 
 

5.3.1 Area A, the 25m x 25m area centred on NT 36303 71727, contained a selection of field 

systems that when looked at as a whole appeared to form a kind of gate system possibly 

used to control the flow of livestock entering or exiting a field. A single pit [012] measuring 

0.83m x 0.80m x 0.11m and a post hole [022] measuring 0.35m x 0.40m x 0.15m were also 

uncovered during the excavations. When examined it appears these two features were 

involved in the construction of a possible gate mechanism in the control of stock mentioned 

earlier. 

 

,  

Plate 1: Half section of post hole [022] 
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5.3.2 The features [018], [008], [010], [022] and [012] ranging from 0.16m to 0.30m in depth and 

0.32m to 0.58m wide form what appears to be a structure used for controlling the flow of 

livestock. Linear [008] forms a “dog leg” before ending in a post hole [022] creating an 

entrance to the flow system with the pit [012] and post hole [022] acting as foundations for a 

possible gate. The curvilinear feature [018] splits into a Y-shaped layout at its Southern 

most extent providing the angle to direct livestock to their destination. 

 

 

Plate 2: Curvilinear forming “dog leg” field entrance [008] 

 

5.3.3 The linear feature to the northern extent of Area A measuring 0.40m x 0.22m may be 

representative of an earlier field system as it is cut by [018]. [022] is cut by [014] in a similar 

manner. 
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Plate 3: Linear [014] cutting linear [020] 

  

 

5.3.4 A number of other linears were observed around the site however their purpose could not 

be determined. This may have been due to poor preservation perhaps as a result of being 

ploughed out. 

 
5.4 Area B 
5.4.1 Area B, the 15m x 15m to the north of Area A, contained no archaeological features except 

for the continuation of the linear features [014] and [018] from Area A. The linear feature 

[014] continues on from Area A running southwest to northeast before disappearing into the 

section. The continuing depth and width of the linear supports the theory that this may have 

acted as a field boundary for the area. 
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.  

Image  

 

I 
Plate 4: Linear field boundary [014] 

 

 

Plate 5: NE facing section of terminus of linear [014] 

 

5.4.2 The curvilinear feature [018] continues to run southwest to northeast before gradually 

turning towards the northwest and disappearing into the section. No finds were recovered 

from any of the slots put through the features therefore no dates can be assigned. 
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5.4.3 The extent of features revealed differs from that discovered in 2002 (See Figure 5 in 

Appendix 6). It is believed this is due to the fact that several potential features identified 

during the previous evaluations were possibly so shallow that they did not survive when re 

– excavated. When cleaning the site a number of possible features were in fact revealed to 

have resulted from animal burrowing activities. 

 

5.4.4 After substantial examination and exploration it was decided there was no need to extend 

the area of interest any further. No artefacts were recovered and the positioning of these 

field systems has been fully recorded. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 The excavations at Victory Lane revealed a system of field boundaries possibly used as a 

method to control livestock moving from one area to another. The post hole [022] and pit 

[012] may be indicative of a gate used to control the influx of livestock into the area. Due to 

the cutting of two of the linear features we know that the layout of the field systems 

changed a number of times to suit whatever use was needed at the time. 

 

6.2 Due to the lack of finds from the features recorded it is impossible to assign a date to any of 

the linear features. 

 

6.3 It is suggested that no further archaeological works are required, subject to confirmation 

from Mr. Andrew Robertson, Archaeology Officer, of East Lothian Council Archaeology 

Service (ELCAS). 
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Figure 1: Site Location
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APPENDIX 1: Context Register 

Context 
No. 

Area Feature Description and Interpretation 

001 A Deposit Top soil build up measuring from 0.30m to 0.40m approximately 

002 A Deposit Alluvium build up measuring from 0.50m to 0.70m approximately 

003 A Deposit Light brown/yellow sandy loam subsoil 

004 A Ditch Cut 
Linear ditch running NW-SE. Steep sloping sides onto a flat base measuring 0.55m 
wide x 0.36m deep. 

005 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

006 A Ditch Cut 
Linear ditch cut running N-S. Gradual sloping sides onto a U-shaped base measuring 
0.57m wide x 0.20m deep. 

007 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

008 A Ditch Cut 
Linear ditch cut running N-S forming a dog leg ending in a post hole [022]. Slot A: 
steep sloping sides onto a U-shaped base measuring 0.32m wide x 0.30m deep. Slot 
B: Steep sloping sides onto a U-shaped base measuring 0.37m x 0.18m. 

009 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

010 A Ditch Cut 
Linear ditch cut running NE –SW. Slot A: Gently sloping sides onto a U-shaped base 
measuring 0.58m wide x 0.19m deep. Slot B: Steep almost vertical sides onto a U-
shaped base measuring 0.35m wide x 0.38m deep 

011 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

012 A Pit 
Circular shaped pit with moderate sloping sides not a wide U-shaped base measuring 
0.83m long x 0.80m wide x 0.11m deep. 

013 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

014 A&B Cut 

Curvilinear ditch with steep sloping sides onto a U-shaped base throughout all slots. 
Slot A: Curvilinear ditch with steep sloping sides onto a U-shaped base measures 
0.96m wide and 0.40m at N end and 0.34m at S end. Slot B: More gradual slope onto 
a wide U-shaped base measuring 0.61m wide and 0.35m deep at SW end and 0.72m 
wide x 0.32m deep at NE end. Slot C: Terminus with steep sloping sides onto a U-
shaped base measuring 0.33m wide and 0.44m deep. 

015 A Fill Mid brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

016 A Cut 
Cut for linear ditch (Field boundary). Slot A: Moderate sloping sides onto a flat base 
measuring 0.40m wide x 0.22m deep at E end and 0.33m wide x 0.22m deep at W 
end. Slot B: steep almost vertical edges onto a flat base 0.35m wide x 0.13m deep. 

017 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

018 A & B Ditch Cut 
Curvilinear ditch cut with steep sloping sides onto a U-shaped base. Measure 0.63m 
wide x 0.30m deep at S end and 0.63m wide x 0.16m deep at N end.  

019 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

020 A Ditch Cut 
Shallow ditch cut with gently sloping sides onto a flat base measuring 0.80m wide x 
0.13m deep on W side and 0.64m wide x 0.11m deep on E side. 

021 A Fill Mid brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 

022 A Post Hole 
Circular shaped post hole with gently sloping sides onto a u-shaped base 0.35m wide 
x 0.15m deep. 

023 A Fill Light brown sandy loam, loosely compacted with no inclusions. 
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APPENDIX 2: Photographic Register 

Digital Images  

Frame Area Description From Date 

1 - Registration - 10/2 

2 B N Facing section of slot A through linear [014] N 10/02 

3 B S Facing section of slot A through linear [014] S 10/02 

4 B N Facing section of slot A through linear [018]  N 10/02 

5 B S Facing section of slot A through linear [018] S 10/02 

6 - General shots of site  NW 10/02 

7 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

8 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

9 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

10 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

12 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

13 - General shots of site Various 10/02 

14-15 B General shots of [014] and [018]  S 10/02 

16-18 - General working shots S 10/02 

19-20 A Slot C Terminus through [014] S facing section S 11/02 

21-22 A Slot B through [014]  S facing section S 11/02 

23-24 A Slot B through [014] N facing section N 11/02 

25-26 A SE facing section through [020] SE 11/02 

27-28 A NW facing section through [020] NW 11/02 

29-30 A W facing section of pit [012] W 11/02 

31 A W facing section of ditch [016 W 11/02 

32-33 A E facing section of ditch [016]  E 11/02 

34-35 A N facing section of ditch [018] N 11/02 

36-37 A S facing section of ditch [018] S 11/02 

38-39 A W facing section of slot B [016] W 11/02 

40-41 A W facing section of post hole [022] W 11/02 

42-43 A NE facing section of terminus at end of linear [010] NE 11/02 

44-45 A NE facing section of sloth B through  [010] NE 11/02 

46-47 A SW facing section of slot through [006] SW 11/02 

48-49 A SW facing section of slot through [008]  SW 11/02 

50-51 A SW facing section of slot through [004] SW 11/02 
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APPENDIX 3: Sample Register 

Context No Quantity Notes 

005  10L Bulk Sample 

007 10L Bulk Sample 

009 10L Bulk Sample 

011 10L Bulk Sample 

013 10L Bulk Sample 

015 10L Bulk Sample 

017 10L Bulk Sample 

019 10L Bulk Sample 

021 10L Bulk Sample 

023 10L Bulk Sample 

 

APPENDIX 4: Drawing Register 

Drawing 
No. 

Area 
Details Scale 

1 A& B Plan of all features 1:50 1:50 

2 A S facing section of linear [014] slot C 1:10 

3 B N facing section of curvilinear [018] slot A 1:10 

4 B S facing section of linear [018] slot A 1:10

5 B S facing section of linear [014] slot A 1:10

6 B N facing section of linear [014] slot A 1:10 

7 A NE facing section of linear [010] slot A 1:10 

8 A SW facing section of posthole [022] 1:10 

9 A SW facing section of linear [010] 1:10 

10 A W facing section of pit [012] 1:10 

11 A S facing section of linear [006] 1:10 

12 A SE facing section through linear [004] 1:10 

13 A S facing section through linear [008] slot A 1:10 

14 A SE facing section through linear [008] slot B 1:10 

15 A W facing section through linear [020] slot B 1:10 

16 A S facing section through linear [014] slot B 1:10 

17 A W facing section through linear [018] slot A 1:10 

18 A W facing section through linear [016] slot B 1:10 

19 A W facing section through linear [016] slot A 1:10 
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APPENDIX 5: Discovery and Excavation in Scotland Report 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: East Lothian Council 
PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME Victory Lane, Wallyford: Excavation and Metal Detecting 
PROJECT CODE: 23325 
PARISH:  Inveresk 
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Stuart Wilson 
NAME OF ORGANISATION:  AOC Archaeology Group 
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Metal Detecting Survey, Monitored top-soil strip & Archaeological 

Excavation 
NMRS NO(S) N/A 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  N/A 
SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  Field system 
NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NGR: NT 36305 71726. 

START DATE (this season) 08/02/16 
END DATE (this season) 12/02/16 
PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES 
ref.) 

Ellis, Clare (2002) Barbachlaw Farm, Wallyford: Data Structure Report 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from 
other fields) 
 

This report presents the results of archaeological works undertaken by 

AOC Archaeology Group at the site of Victory Lane, Wallyford (NGR: NT 

36305 71726). 

The works involved a monitored top soil strip and metal detecting survey 

of two areas 25m x 25m and 15 x 15m and the excavation of features 

encountered. This follows on from a trial trenching evaluations in 2002 

which encountered a number of curvilinear features. 

Previous archaeological works in the area have found features relating 

to prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval activity.  

The current works revealed a number of field systems and 

pits/postholes which most likely form part of a gate for stock control. No 

finds were recovered from the features meaning no exact date could be 

associated with any of the features. 

Given the location of the site within the inventory boundaries of the 

Battle of Pinkie a metal detecting survey of the stripped area was 

required. This was undertaken in shallow spits and earth was machined 

away. No metal finds were encountered. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  To be confirmed 
CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: None 
SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY:  

Sirius Sport & Leisure Limited 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

Edgefield Road Industrial Estate, Loanhead, Midlothian, EH20 9SY 

EMAIL ADDRESS: admin@aocarchaeology.com 
ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Archive to be deposited in Historic Environment Scotland 
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APPENDIX 6: Barbachlaw, Wallyford, East Lothian Data Structure Report 2002 
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