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Summary 

 
This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation 
undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group on behalf of Miller 
Homes, on a land plot located at Clyde Avenue, Bothwellbank, 
Bothwell, South Lanarkshire.  
 
The evaluation consisted of the machine trenching of some 
8000m², 8% of the available development area. This was 
reduced to 6200m² due to existing services within the area. The 
entirety of these works, notably the majority of the areas to the 
northern extent of the site could not be completed due to the 
presence of a gas pipe preventing access. All trenching was 
completed in the southern extent of the site. 
 
A walkover survey of a wooded area, not scheduled for 
development was also completed. No evidence of any structural 
features were observed at any point during the survey 
 
The proposed development was situated in an area of 
undulating pasture. With a notably steep bank on the Western 
extent requiring some of the trenches to be moved. 
 
A watching brief was later carried out due to limitations during 
the evaluation in the northern half of the development.  
 
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were 
recovered during the works. 
 
.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Site Background 
1.1.1 AOC Archaeology Group was commissioned by Miller Homes (Planning Application 

HM/17/0295) to carry out a programme of archaeological works prior to the construction of a 
residential development at Clyde Avenue and Blantyre Mill Road, Bothwellbank, Bothwell, 
South Lanarkshire (NGR: NS 6977 5820). The proposed development lies within the 
administrative area of South Lanarkshire Council, which is advised on archaeological 
matters by the West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS). The archaeological works 
were conducted in accordance with the principals set out in Scottish Planning Policy (2014) 
and Planning & Archaeology (2011) and in accordance with South Lanarkshire Council as 
advised by WoSAS. 

 
1.1.2 The development area measures some 10ha in total with WoSAS requiring an 8% evaluation 

or 8000 m² across the entire site. This was reduced to 6200m² due to the presence of active 
services throughout the area. 

 
1.1.3 Due to the limitations during the evaluation further works consisting of a watching brief was 

carried out on the areas in the northern half of the development area. 
 
1.1.4 The evaluation and watching brief revealed no archaeologically significant material or 

features present within the development area. 
 
1.2 Site Location 
1.2.1 The proposed development area consists primariy of undeveloped greenfield site, presently 

rough pasture with banks of mature trees lying to the west of Clyde Avenue, Bothwellbank, 
Bothwell, South Lanarkshire. The site is centred on NGR : NS 6977 5820 (See Figure 1) 

 
1.2.2 The site is accessible from Clyde Avenue on the east and Blantyre Mill Road in the North. 

The southern amd western extents of the site are defined by the River Clyde with a sewage 
works to the southwest. Exisitng housing froms much of the eastern side of the site with 
Blantyre Mill Road marking the northern extent of the development area. The site will 
accommodate 105 residential units with associated roads and infrastructure, including 
footpaths, open space, SUDs and landscaping. 

 
1.3 Archaeological Background 
1.3.1 The mid 19th century 1st Edition Ordanance Survey map shows the development area to be 

very similar today as was then with the present tree banks crossing the site in the northern 
portion of the site (a well is also marked) and along the southern edge of the site (Figure 3). 
Bothwellbank Farm is clearly shown as well as a large central building with at least two 
ancillary structures and associated yards. This farmhouse is included within  the HES 
database (HS No. NS65NE 141) and is depicted unchanged in the late 19th century 2nd 
Edition map (Figure 4) 

 
1.3.2 Bothwellbank Farm is the only site listed within the development area by either Historic 

Environment records or the HES national database. However, there are a few sites that lie 
close to the development area. Just beyond the northeast corner of the site lying to the south 
of Blantyre Mill Road there are three buildings noted, of which two are now demolished. The 
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two demolished structures appear on both the 1st and 2nd Edition maps and are marked as 
manse and church respectively (HES No. NS65NE 81 and 82). The third building is still 
standing and must be 20th century in date (HES No. NS65NE 80). 

 

 
Figure 3: Extract from 1st Edition Ordanance Survey map 

 
1.3.3 In the southern part of the site lying under what is now Grieve Court there stood 

Bothwellbank House which is depicted in both the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps. It no longer 
stands but elements of the paths and boundaries of its grounds survive within the 
development area. 

 

 
Figure 4: Extract from 2nd Edition Ordanance Survey map 
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2 OBJECTIVES 
2.1 The objectives of the archaeological works were to determine and assess the character, 

extent, condition, quality, date and significance of any buried archaeological remains situated 
within the proposed development area through evaluation trenching. Alongside the intrusive 
evaluation trenching there was also a requirement to complete a walkover survey of an area 
of woodland that was to be retained.  

 
2.2 Another objective was to advise and implement an appropriate form of mitigation, formulated 

with the approval of WoSAS, such as excavation (Stage 2), post-excavation analyses and 
publication (Stage 3), given the infeasibility of preserving the archaeological material in situ, 
should significant archaeological remains be encountered.  

 
 

3 METHODOLOGY 
3.1 The archaeological evaluation of the area was undertaken on 6th – 9th  November 2017 using 

an excavator fitted with a 2.2 m wide toothless ditching bucket to the subsoil or first 
archaeological horizon. The area was originally measured at c.10 ha, however after the 
identification of active services within the area the evaluation area was reduced to c 8ha. An 
8% evaluation of the site was required, which would have equated to a total evaluation area 
of 6200 m². However, the presence of a particularly steep area of the bank at the southern 
extent of the site meant that four of the trenches in this area could not be completed due to 
health and safety concerns. Two of the trenches running east to west within the southern 
area could also not be completed due to the presence of existing rubble heaps (Plate 1) and 
extensive mature tree cover. Despite this excellent coverage of the site was till achieved 
(Figure 2).  

 

 
Plate 1: Debris piles preventing trenching 

 
3.2 The watching brief was carried out using a 360 tracked excavator with a bladed ditching 

bucket. Ground breaking works were monitored by an experienced field archaeologist to 
AOC Archaeology Group’s standard practices as detailed in the Written Scheme of 
Investigation (2018). 
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4 EVALUATION RESULTS 
4.1 A site plan showing the location of trenches can be found in Figure 2. The topsoil consisted 

of a dark brown silty clay ranging from 0.20 m to 0.50 m in depth. It contained a moderate 
amount of anthropic material, with numerous fragments of white glazed ceramics, demolition 
materials and bottle glass. 

 

  
Plate 2: Trench 28 post excavation shot 

 
4.2 The top-soil overlay a natural of pink boulder clay (Plates 2 & 3). The clay natural was 

occasionally scarred by modern ploughing. Ceramic field drains were recorded cutting the 
natural in several trenches. They aligned for the most part east to west. 

 

 
                           Plate 3: Trench 11 post excavation shot 
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4.3 No other archaeologically significant material or features were recorded. 
 
4.4 As noted above the northern portion of the site has not been evaluated due to existing live 

gas mains. This will be subject to an upgrade and diversion after which it is hoped the 
remainder of the evaluation can be completed or covered under a watching brief subject to 
WSI Addendum. As it stands 2600 m2 of trenching was targeted within this area though it 
should be noted a small amount of these trenches may not be possible due to waterlogged 
ground conditions and unsuitable steep slopes. 

  

 
Plate 4: General walkover shot 

 

5 WALKOVER SURVEY 
5.1 A walkover survey was completed as requested by WoSAS as part of the archaeological 

works. This covered the wooded bank area not scheduled for development. The survey was 
conducted in dry conditions though the steepness of the bank often limited access. No 
evidence of any upstanding structures was observed during the survey. A number of black 
metal posts were noted along the southern tree line at the top of the bank which appeared to 
have been cut. These may have served as lamp posts of some kind. 
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Plate 5: Lamp posts lining wooded area 

 
 

6 WATCHING BRIEF 
 
6.1 The watching brief was carried out between 8th May to 13th June 2018. Weather conditions 

were generally favourable with archaeological visibility remaining moderate. 
 
6.2 As with the evaluation the topsoil consisted of a dark brown silty-clay loam ranging from 

0.3m-0.6m containing similar anthropogenic material such as modern white glaze and glass 
bottle material. 

 
6.3 Topsoil overlay a natural of variable mid brown-orange silty sand with occasional patches of 

pink boulder clay, primarily in the north-eastern portion of the site. The steeper sloped areas 
towards Blantyre Mill Road was considerably more boggy with the subsoil consisting of a 
mid-grey to mid orange-red clayey silt. Occasional ceramic and rubble drains were observed 
along with modern plough scarring. 

 
6.4 No further significant archaeological finds or features were uncovered during the works. 
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Plate 6: General shot of northern area stripped 

 
 

 
7 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
7.1 The archaeological works at Clyde Avenue, Bothwellbank, Bothwell, South Lanarkshire has 

successfully determined that no significant archaeological finds or features are present within 
the development area. 

 
7.2 No further work is considered necessary in relation to this development. This 

recommendation will need confirmation by WoSAS. 
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Figure 1: Site loca�on plan
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Figure 2: Watching brief loca�on plan
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APPENDIX 1: Trench Descriptions 
 
Trench 1 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.20 m to 0.49 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.24 m to 0.52 m  
Significant Features None. 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 2 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  E/W 
Depth of Topsoil  0.30 m to 0.55 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.37 m to 0.61 m  
Significant Features None. 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 3 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.42 m to 0.44 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.46 m to 0.47 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 4 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.38 m to 0.43 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.44 m to 0.47 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 5 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  ENE/WSW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.47 m to 0.52 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.46 m to 0.50 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
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Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 6 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  ENE/WSW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.26 m to 0.31 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.30 m to 0.35 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay. 
Finds Occasional white ceramics 
 
 
Trench 7 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  ENE/WSW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.32m to 0.41 m  
Depth of Excavation 0.34 m to 0.43 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 8 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NW/SE 
Depth of Topsoil  0.12 m to 0.21 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.12 m to 0.24 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 9 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.28 m to 0.42 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.30 m to 0.43 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 10 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.12 m to 0.24 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.12 m to 0.27 m  
Significant Features None 
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Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 11 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.28 m to 0.37 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.30 m to 0.40 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic/demolition material 
 
 
Trench 12 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.32 m to 0.41 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.35 m to 0.43 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 13 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.39 m to 0.45 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.42 m to 0.48 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 14 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.26 m to 0.34 m 
0.3Depth of Excavation 0.28 m to 0.35 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 15 
Dimensions  20 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
Depth of Topsoil  0.34 m to 0.37 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.35 m  to 0.40 m 
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Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic/demolition material 
 
 
Trench 16 
Dimensions  20 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.40 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.45 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic/demolition material 
 
 
Trench 17 
Dimensions  20 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.35 m to 0.38 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.36 m to 0.41 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 18 
Dimensions  25 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.27 m to 0.32 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.30 m to 0.35 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 19 
Dimensions  25 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.37 m to 0.39 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.40 m to 0.43 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay. 
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 20 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
Depth of Topsoil  0.44 m to 0.48 m 
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Depth of Excavation 0.45 m to 0.50 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features Ceramic drains at 10 m, 12 m and 24 m 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink compact boulder clay 
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 21 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
Depth of Topsoil  0.30 m to 0.34 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.33 m to 0.38 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 22 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
Depth of Topsoil  0.59 m to 0.66 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.59 m to 0.67 m  
To Significant Features None 
Other Features Ceramic drain at 4 m 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 23 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NW/SE 
Depth of Topsoil  0.30 m to 0.49 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.35 m to 0.51 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features Ceramic drain at 24 m 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink brown compact boulder clay. 
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 24 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
Depth of Topsoil  0.42 m to 0.87 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.43 m to 0.87 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features Ceramic drains at 25 m, 32 m and 43 m 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 25 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
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Depth of Topsoil  0.48 m to 0.59 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.52 m to 0.62 
Significant Features None 
Other Features Ceramic drain at 2 m 
Subsoil Mid brown sandy clay changing to pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 26 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.34 m to 0.46 
Depth of Excavation 0.38 m to 0.48 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds Occasional white ceramic 
 
 
Trench 27 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.35 m to 0.38 
Depth of Excavation 0.38 m to 0.41 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 28 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.39 m to 0.48 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.40 m to 0.51 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
 
Trench 29 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  NE/SW 
Depth of Topsoil  0.30 m to 0.43 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.32 m to 0.58 m 
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
 
Trench 30 
Dimensions  50 m by 2.0 m 
Orientation  N/S 
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Depth of Topsoil  0.22 m to 0.31 m 
Depth of Excavation 0.25 m to 0.33 m  
Significant Features None 
Other Features None 
Subsoil Pale pink brown compact boulder clay.  
Finds None 
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APPENDIX 2: Photographic Record 
Evaluation 
Frame Trench Description From 

1 Tr.1 Post excavation shot NE 

2 Tr.2 Post excavation shot ENE 

3 Tr.3 Post excavation shot NE 

4 Tr.4 Post excavation shot NE 

5 Tr.5 Post excavation shot E 

6 Tr.6 Post excavation shot E 

7 Tr.7 Post excavation shot E 

8 Tr.8 Post excavation shot N 

9 Tr.9 Post excavation shot E 

10 Tr.10 Post excavation shot E 

11 Tr.11 Post excavation shot E 

12 Tr.12 Post excavation shot E 

13 Tr.13 Post excavation shot S 

14 Tr.14 Post excavation shot NE 

15 Tr.15 Post excavation shot NE 

16 Tr.16 Post excavation shot E 

17 Tr.17 Post excavation shot E 

18 Tr.18 Post excavation shot E 

19 Tr.19 Post excavation shot E 

20 Tr.20 Post excavation shot S 

21 Tr.21 Post excavation shot S 

22 Tr.22 Post excavation shot S 

23 Tr.23 Post excavation shot SE 

24 Tr.24 Post excavation shot S 

25 Tr.25 Post excavation shot S 

26 Tr.26 Post excavation shot NE 

27 Tr.27 Post excavation shot NE 

28 Tr.28 Post excavation shot NE 

29 Tr.29 Post excavation shot NE 

30 Tr.30 Post excavation shot NNE 

31 - General shot walkover survey E 

32 - General shot walkover survey E 

33 - General shot walkover survey SW 

34 - General shot walkover survey S 

35 - General shot walkover survey SW 
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36 - General shot walkover survey E 

37 - General shot walkover survey E 

38 - General shot walkover survey E 

39 - Shot showing black metal posts lining wooded area S 

40 - General shot walkover survey NE 

41 - General shot walkover survey N 

42 - General shot walkover survey NW 

43 - General shot walkover survey W 

44 - General shot walkover survey SW 

45 - General shot walkover survey SE 

46 - General shot walkover survey N 

47 -  Shot showing backfilling W 

48 - Shot showing backfilled trenches NE 

49 - Shot showing backfilled trenches NE 

50 - Shot showing backfilled trenches S 

51 - Shot showing backfilled trenches E 

52 - Shot showing backfilling W 

53 - Shot showing backfilling SW 

54 - Shot showing backfilling SE 

55 - Shot showing rubble pile on site SE 

56 - Shot showing rubble pile on site E 

57 - Shot showing debris piles preventing trenching E 

58 - Shot showing effects of tracking machine across gravel path NW 

59 - Asbestos sheeting  pile on site NE 

 
 
Frame Description From 

1-6 Temporary turning area with stripped topsoil Various 

7 Registration of new camera - 

8-16 General shots of stripped area Various 

17-19 Pre-excavation shots Various 

20 Gas main crossing W 

21 Strip at north S 

22-24 Mid-excavation shot near burn S 

25 Rubble drain on slope N 

26-29 General views of bog area Various 

30-31 General views of site - 

32 Bog area Various 
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33-46 General shots Various 

47-50 Pre-excavation shots of NE area S 

51-53 General shots of NE Area Various 

54 Plough scars - 

55-69 General shots of sites Various 
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APPENDIX 3: ‘Discovery and Excavation in Scotland’ Report 
 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: South Lanarkshire Council 
PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME Bothwellbank 

PROJECT CODE: AOC 24095 

PARISH:  Bothwell 
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Stuart Wilson & Steven Watt 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  AOC Archaeology Group 
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Evaluation & Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S) None 
SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  None 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  None 

NGR  NS 6977 5820 
START DATE  8th May 2018 

END DATE 13th June 2018 
PREVIOUS WORK  None 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
 

This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken by 
AOC Archaeology Group on behalf of Miller Homes, on a land plot located at 
Clyde Avenue, Bothwellbank, Bothwell, South Lanarkshire.  
 
The evaluation consisted of the machine trenching of some 8000m², 8% of the 
available development area. This was reduced to 6200m² due to existing 
services within the area. The entirety of these works, notably the majority of the 
areas to the northern extent of the site could not be completed due to the 
presence of a gas pipe preventing access. All trenching was completed in the 
southern extent of the site. 
 
A walkover survey of a wooded area, not scheduled for development was also 
completed. No evidence of any structural features were observed at any point 
during the survey 
 
The proposed development was situated in an area of undulating pasture. With 
a notably steep bank on the Western extent requiring some of the trenches to be 
moved. 
 
A watching brief was later carried out due to limitations during the evaluation in 
the northern half of the development.  
 
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were recovered during the 
works. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: None 
SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Miller Homes 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

AOC Archaeology Group 

EMAIL ADDRESS: Admin@aocarchaeology.com 

ARCHIVE LOCATION  NMRS 
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