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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 An archaeological watching brief was conducted on the excavation of a drainage ditch and 

embankment foundation as part of a flood storage scheme for foundations at Oxhey Lane, London 
Borough of Harrow. The development area is situated to the north of, and parallel to, Royston Park 
Road and is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 1300 9210 (Figure 1). The ditch 
measured approximately 673m long and 4.50m wide, the total area impacted on was c. 3030 sq 
metres (Figure 2). 

1.2.1 Despite repeated attendance as a watching brief during groundwork, no archaeological features 
were revealed. A sequence of topsoil overlay the natural drift geology, which consisted of mid 
brown clay. Several pieces of worked flint of prehistoric date were recovered from the topsoil. The 
topsoil and natural clay was truncated by several modern intrusions. 

2. PLANNING BACKROUND 
2.1 The local planning authority is the London Borough of Harrow. Archaeological advice to the council 

was provided by Kim Stabler of the Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service (GLAAS), and 
the Environment Agency archaeologist, Stephen Kemp. 

2.2 Previous archaeological monitoring was carried out during earlier works at Hatch End Playing 
Fields (AOC 2006a, 2006b, 2007). 

2.3 Prior to commencing work a Written Scheme of Investigation was prepared to provide a detailed 
project design for the archaeological investigation during intrusive groundworks (AOC 2008). This 
WSI conformed to the requirements of Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 
1990) (PPG16). And was approved by GLAAS prior to the project commencing 

3. GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 
3.1 The British Geological Survey map (BGS Sheet 256) for North London, Solid and Drift Edition, 

indicates that the site is underlain by London Clay formation over Chalk. 

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
4.1 Historical Background 

4.1.1 The name Pinner is thought likely to derive from Pynn a Saxon personal name, and ora, meaning 
riverbank, suggesting a nearby Saxon settlement. Pinner, however, is not mentioned in the 
documentary sources until 1321. Pinner Park is first mentioned in documentary sources from 1273, 
and was originally a deer park belonging to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord of the manor of 
Harrow. It became a farm in the 16th century, and is now a scheduled Ancient Monument. 

4.1.2 Hatch End developed around Headstone Lane, and although few houses of historical date survive, 
it seems to have been the northern end which was first developed. 

4.2 Previous Archaeological Work 

4.2.1 Three phases of watching brief were carried out to the south of the site. The first was undertaken 
during geotechnical investigations in advance of the reconfiguration of the River Pinn (AOC 2006a). 
This involved the archaeological monitoring of seven geotechnical test pits. The pits demonstrated 
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that natural deposits were located between 0.45m and 1.00m below ground level and were overlain 
by recent made ground. 

4.2.2 Following the geotechnical monitoring, a watching brief was undertaken during the groundworks for 
the reconfiguration work itself (AOC 2006b). A single wall was identified of probable 20th century 
date and possibly representing the remains of a Ha Ha wall, although no associated features were 
identified. 

4.2.3 Further watching brief work was undertaken in July 2007 during geotechnical investigations 
undertaken for the flood alleviation scheme (AOC 2007). Of the 12 pits excavated, 10 contained an 
undisturbed soil sequence overlying naturally deposited clay. Two of the geotech pits contained 
made ground directly overlying the natural deposits. No archaeological remains were identified 
during the watching brief. 

5. AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
5.1 To establish the presence/absence of any archaeological remains within the development site. 

5.2 To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits and 
features and to establish the depositional sequence. 

5.3 To record and sample excavate any such archaeologically important material. 

5.4 To enable the LPA archaeology advisor to make an informed decision on the status of the condition 
imposed on planning consent. 

5.5 The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.

6. STRATEGY 
6.1 A unique site code for the project was obtained from the London Archaeological Archive Research 

Centre (LAARC) before commencing work (OXY08).

6.2 An intermittent watching brief was carried out during intrusive groundworks on the site. These 
consisted of the removal of topsoil from the area of the ditch and bank, and the excavation of the 
drainage ditch.  

6.3 The watching brief was undertaken by a Project Supervisor under the overall direction of Andy 
Leonard, Region Head of Fieldwork. 

6.4 Monitoring of the watching brief was undertaken by, Kim Stabler, of the Greater London 
Archaeology Advisory Service (GLAAS). 

7. METHODOLOGY 
7.1 A conditional aspect of all archaeological work is both safe access to the area of work and a safe 

working environment. 

7.2 An experienced archaeologist was present to observe ground works, positioned outside the 
working area of the mechanical excavator, in the normal working arrangement. If access to the 
trench was needed the machine would cease operations and if necessary relocate to ensure safe 
access. 



OXHEY LANE FLOOD STORAGE SCHEME, LONDON BOROUGH OF HARROW:WATCHING BRIEF REPORT 

7.3 Subject to safe access the archaeologist would enter the ditch to carry out close inspection or 
record limited sections. 

7.4 Recording of any excavations beyond a vertical depth beyond 1.2m was conducted from ground 
level, and no archaeologist entered an unshored excavation in excess of 1.2m. 

7.5 Archaeological recording, where not precluded by Health & Safety considerations, consisted of: 

� Limited hand cleaning of archaeological sections and surfaces sufficient to establish the 
stratigraphic sequence exposed. 

� The collection of dating evidence from in-situ deposits and spoil scans. 

� A scaled photographic recording of representative exposed sections and surfaces, along with 
sufficient photographs to establish the setting and scale of the groundworks. 

� A record of the datum levels of archaeological deposits. 

7.6 Records were produced using trench record sheets and by the single context planning method and 
were compatible with those published by the Museum of London (MoL 1994) 

7.7 A record of the full sequence of all archaeological deposits as revealed in the watching brief was 
made. Plans and sections of features were drawn at an appropriate scale 1:10 or 1:20, with 
sections drawn at 1:20. 

7.8 Staff present on site wore the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

8. RESULTS 
8.1.2 The sequence is summarised below: 

Context Thickness Description
1 0.30m Topsoil 0.30m thick, dark brown humic silty clay. 
2 > 2.00m Natural. Mid brown firm clay 

8.1.4 No archaeological features were observed. 

9. FINDS 
9.1 Three pieces of worked flint were recovered from the topsoil. These consisted of two hard 

hammered waste flakes and one possible scraper with a retouched edge. 

10. CONCLUSIONS 
10.1 The worked flint recovered from the topsoil indicate prehistoric activity in the general area, however 

no archaeological features were recorded on the site. The sequence of topsoil and subsoil was 
interrupted in places by modern intrusions. 

10.2 Consequently, no further archaeological work is recommended. The results of the watching brief 
will be made public via the ADS OASIS (Appendix A) project and the London Archaeologist field-
work round up. A copy of this report will be made available to the local studies library. No further 
analysis or reporting is considered necessary. 
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Figure 2: Detailed Site Location (Not to Scale)

N

AOC
ARCHAEOLOGY

GROUP
AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP    - OCTOBER 2008©

O X H EY  LA N E  FLO O D  S TO R AG E S C H EM E, LO N D O N  B O R O U G H  O F H A R R O W :W ATC H IN G  B R IE F R E PO R T  



OXHEY LANE FLOOD STORAGE SCHEME, LONDON BOROUGH OF HARROW:WATCHING BRIEF REPORT 

Appendices



 WHITE LODGE, RICHMOND PARK, LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND UPON THAMES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING 
BRIEF REPORT-PHASE 3  

© AOC Archaeology 2008      |     PAGE 11     |     www.aocarchaeology.com

Appendix A: OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM 

OASIS ID: aocarcha1-48217 

Project details 

Project name Oxhey Lane Flood Storage Scheme 

Short description of 
the project

An archaeological watching brief was conducted on the excavation of a 
drainage ditch and embankment foundation as part of a flood storage 
scheme for foundations at Oxhey Lane Flood Storage Scheme, London 
Borough of Harrow. The development area is situated to the north of and 
parallel to Royston Park Road and is centred on National Grid Reference 
(NGR) TQ 1300 9210. Despite repeated attendance as a watching brief 
during groundwork, no archaeological features were revealed. A sequence 
of topsoil overlay the natural drift geology, which consisted of mid brown 
clay. Several pieces of worked flint of prehistoric date were recovered from 
the topsoil. This topsoil and natural clay was truncated in places by modern 
intrusions. 

Project dates Start: 29-08-2008 End: 18-09-2008 

Previous/future work No / No 

Any associated 
project reference 
codes

OXY08 - Sitecode 

Type of project Recording project 

Current Land use Grassland Heathland 2 - Undisturbed Grassland 

Investigation type 'Watching Brief' 

Prompt Direction from Local Planning Authority - PPG16 

Project location 

Country England

Site location
GREATER LONDON HARROW HARROW Oxhey Lane Flood Storage 
Scheme, London Borough Of Harrow 



 WHITE LODGE, RICHMOND PARK, LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND UPON THAMES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING 
BRIEF REPORT-PHASE 3  

© AOC Archaeology 2008      |     PAGE 12     |     www.aocarchaeology.com

Postcode HA5 4XX 

Study area 2992.00 Square metres 

Site coordinates
TQ 1300 9210 51.6158912662 -0.367706334867 51 36 57 N 000 22 03 W 
Point 

Project creators 

Name of 
Organisation

AOC Archaeology 

Project brief 
originator

Local Authority Archaeologist and/or Planning Authority/advisory body 

Project design 
originator

AOC Archaeology 

Project 
director/manager

Andy Leonard 

Project supervisor Daniel Eddisford 

Type of 
sponsor/funding 
body

Environment Agency 

Name of 
sponsor/funding 
body

Environment Agency 

Project archives 

Physical Archive 
Exists?

No 

Digital Archive 
Exists?

No 

Digital Archive 
recipient

Museum of London 



 WHITE LODGE, RICHMOND PARK, LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND UPON THAMES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING 
BRIEF REPORT-PHASE 3  

© AOC Archaeology 2008      |     PAGE 13     |     www.aocarchaeology.com

Digital Contents 'Worked stone/lithics' 

Paper Archive 
recipient

Museum of London 

Paper Media 
available

'Unpublished Text' 

Project bibliography 
1

Publication type
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title
OXHEY LANE FLOOD STORAGE SCHEME, LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HARROW: ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT 

Author(s)/Editor(s) 'Eddisford, D.' 

Date 2008 

Issuer or publisher AOC Archaeology 

Place of issue or 
publication

AOC Archaeology 

Description A4 report with illustrations 

Entered by Daniel Eddisford (daneddisford@aocarchaeology.co.uk)

Entered on 10 September 2008



AOC Archaeology Group, Unit 7, St Margarets Business Centre, Moor Mead Road, Twickenham   TW1 1JS 
tel: 020 8843 7380    |    fax: 020 8892 0549    | e-mail: london@aocarchaeology.com 


