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Summary 

Two small evaluation test-pits were excavated within the body of the tower of All Saints 

Church, Laxfield on the line of proposed new service trenches. 

 

Immediately below the existing concrete floor in Trench 1 the remains of an earlier brick 

floor was uncovered.  The bricks were heavily sooted on their upper surface and were 

interpreted as representing a 19th or early 20th century structure that would have formed 

a stable base for a stove.  Two other similar bases survive in the nave.  

 

Below the brick floor in Trench 1 and immediately below the concrete floor over Trench 

2, a layer of disaggregated lime mortar and flints was recorded.  No medieval floor 

levels were encountered.  Judging by the base level of the extant limestone mouldings, 

particularly in the area of Trench 1, medieval floor levels would have been similar to 

those of today and, on that basis, are likely to have been replaced rather than built over.  
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1. Introduction 

The consent for an expected faculty application covering works to the west nave and 

tower base at All Saints, Laxfield (Fig. 1) was to include provision for archaeological 

mitigation works.  In the first instance, the scope of these works was outlined in a Brief 

and Specification document prepared by the Diocesan Archaeological Advisor, Bob 

Carr (Appendix 1). 

 

Building works essentially were to involve the provision of new toilet and kitchen 

facilities in the base of the tower.    

 

2. Archaeological and historical background 

While no previous archaeological work had been undertaken, the historic character and 

importance of the structure is clear, both from the point of view of the architectural merit 

of the building itself and its internal fittings. 

 

The tower is of mid 15th century date and is unusual for Suffolk as it exhibits a 

significant area of stone facing up to the bell stage.  However, the general character of 

the tower is similar to that of St. Peters, Eye to which it was closely allied (Mortlock 

1992, 112). 

 

3. Methodology 

Two c.0.5m by c.0.5m holes were to be excavated through the floor of the tower and 

located on the line of the proposed pipe-trench under the new, reduced level, floor (Fig. 

2). 

 

During an initial site visit it was agreed with the project architect (Ruth Blackman) that 

the existing concrete floor could be broken out by agents of the parish in order to reduce 

the archaeological costs.  The underlying deposits, down to a maximum depth of 0.45m, 

were then to be excavated by an experienced archaeologist.  Unfortunately, this was 

not entirely adhered to with one of the holes, that adjacent to the west doorway, already 

excavated to its full depth prior to attendance by the archaeologist. 
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Figure 1.  Location map 
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Proposed
service 
trench

Figure 2.  Trench location plan (Scale approximately 1:150) 
 

All of the stratigraphic elements recorded were allocated an ‘observed phenomena’ 

number within a ‘unique continuous number sequence’ under the HER (Historic 

Environment Record) code LXD 032 (Appendix 2).      

 

The location of the two trenches was plotted with 1:20 scale plans and sections 

recorded on plastic drafting film. 

 

A high resolution photographic record was made and has been deposited in the Suffolk 

County Council’s Archaeological Service Photographic Archive under the film codes 

HRE 16 - 27. 

 

The drawn plans and sections were digitised in order for them to be included in this 

report.      
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4. Results 

4.1 Introduction 

Two trenches were excavated in the locations specified by Bob Carr (Fig. 2). 

 

4.2 Trench results 

Trench 1 

Trench 1 was excavated in the south-east internal corner of the tower base (Fig. 2).  

The previous breaking and removal of the extant c.10cm thick concrete floor (0001) by 

agents of the parish had revealed a brick floor (0002) over the northern half of the 

trench with a regular edge to the south (Fig. 3 and Plate 1). 

 

The bricks themselves were red in colour, although their upper surfaces were heavily 

blackened with soot, and measured 41/2 by 9 by 21/4 inches.  The brick floor was left 

intact.   Beyond the brick surface to the south, the removal of the concrete floor had 

revealed a layer of sandy clay with inclusions of brick fragments and lime mortar (0003) 

(Fig. 3 S1).  When removed by the archaeologist, layer 0003 was found to be 

approximately 8cm thick and abutting both the adjacent brick floor and the limestone 

mouldings that formed the base of the wall at this juncture.      

 

Below 0003 a deposit of disaggregated lime mortar and flints was encountered which 

continued down to and beyond the base of the excavated trench at a depth of c.45cm 

(Fig. 3 S1).  The formal limestone mouldings only continued below the existing surface 

level of the concrete floor for between 8 and 13cm.  Below this, the wall fabric 

comprised flints in lime mortar, with the face angling out from the base mouldings. 

      

Trench 2 

Trench 2 was excavated immediately to the east of the existing stone step forming the 

threshold of the tower’s west doorway (Fig. 2).  Unfortunately, this trench had been 

excavated to its full 45cm depth by agents of the parish prior to inspection by the 

archaeologist. 
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Figure 3.  Trench 1: plan and section 
 

Plate 1.  Trench 1 (taken from the west) 
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Figure 4.  Trench 2: plan and section 
 

Plate 2.  Trench 2 (taken from the east) 
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At this juncture, concrete floor 0001 was only 8cm thick and directly overlay a deposit of 

disaggregated lime mortar and flints 0005 which exhibited a hint of stratification (Fig. 4 

S2 and Plate 2).  As this hole was effectively on line with the tower’s west wall, it was 

clear that the below ground footing of the tower did not continue across the threshold.     

 

5. Archaeological interpretation 

Other than the brick floor in Trench 1, no earlier formal floor surfaces were encountered 

in either trench. 

 

Clearly, the brick floor did not continue over the whole base of the tower and it is difficult 

within the confines of such small trenches do deduce whether the straight edge in 

Trench 1 represents a formal feature or later alteration to a more extensive surface. 

 

Interestingly there are two discrete areas of brick flooring extant in the nave, one 

against the north wall and one against the south.  The bricks were identical in character 

to those in the tower and were known to represent a solid, fire-proof base on which 

heating stoves were placed and probably date to the 19th or early 20th century.  It seems 

likely then that the brick floor in the tower also represents the base for a heating stove, 

an interpretation that is strengthened by the presence of soot on the upper surface of 

the bricks. 

 

The evidence provided by the level of the surviving mouldings also suggests that any 

earlier floor surface would have been at a similar level to the extant concrete floor and, 

as a consequence, must already have been removed. 

 

The layer of disaggregated lime mortar and flints encountered in both trenches is more 

difficult to interpret.  In character, this deposit resembles demolition material, but could 

also represent debris accumulating during the construction of the tower itself.      

 

6. Recommendations for further work 

While the evaluation suggests that no medieval floor surfaces survive within the body of 

the tower, there remains some archaeological potential.  Given that the concrete floor 

will be removed as part of the project, it is suggested that a programme of 
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archaeological monitoring is undertaken in order to record the full extent of the 

underlying brick floor.  In addition, the below floor service trenches should also be 

monitored in order to glean further information regarding the underlying deposits.        

 

7. Archive deposition 

Paper and photographic archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds 

Digital archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\Archaeology\ 

Archive\Laxfield\LXD 032 Evaluation 

Digital photographic archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\ 

Archaeology\Catalogues\Photos\HRE 16 - 27 
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Appendix 2. Context list and description 

 

 
Context No. Location Description 

0001 Trenches 1 

and 2 

Existing concrete floor covering the whole internal tower base. 

0002 Trench 1 Brick floor seen in half of Trench 1.  Red bricks with sooted upper surface 

0003 Trench 1  Sandy clay with brick and lime mortar fragments.  Abuts 0002  

0004 Trench 1 Disaggregated lime mortar and flints seen below 0002 and 0003.  Continues 

down beyond excavated base of trench  

0005 Trench 2 Disaggregated lime mortar and flints seen below 0002 and 0003.  Exhibits a 

hint of stratification.  Continues down beyond excavated base of trench 
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