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7. Conclusions 

The test pitting works have indicated a low level of prehistoric and Roman activity in the 

area. The most unusual aspect of this is the presence of the Roman CBM within test 

pits and local structures, which suggests a nearby building. There is then an apparent 

gap in the occupation of the village until the late 12th century (when pottery appears to 

indicate settlement in the north-west corner of the village). However this gap merely 

reflects the limits of the finds assemblage, as it is known from documentary evidence 

that the settlement has Saxon origins and a 10th century church. The medieval and 

post-medieval finds, as well as the map evidence and surviving buildings may suggest a 

shift in the focus of occupation after the 14th century from the north-west to the south-

east of the village. 
 

Whilst the village has Saxon origins, these were not recorded within the finds 

assemblage and it has not yet clearly been established whether there was a centre of 

settlement within the existing village. It is possible that this earlier occupation may have 

existed on the topographical plateau that continues to the south-east and north-west of 

Stoke-by-Nayland. The post-Saxon medieval finds assemblage is typical, suggesting 

domestic occupation and an economy based on agriculture, as well as cottage 

industries, with local merchants overseeing these through the guildhall.  The large 

church may stand on the site of the former monastery and reflects the wealth of its 

endowment, although in this case that may be a reflection of the wealth of particular 

individuals rather than that of the village as a whole (Richard Channon, pers comm.), as 

well as emphasising its relative importance within the county, despite the competition 

posed by the abbey in Bury St Edmunds. The post-medieval occupation evidence 

derived from the test pitting is typical of such a village, with evidence of domestic refuse, 

as well as manuring of agricultural land and smithing, whilst the map evidence shows 

that the malting and textile industries were part of the local economy, with several 

shops, a pub and a police station present at various times. 
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8. Archive deposition 

 

Paper archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds 

 

Digital archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\Archaeology\ 

Archive\Stoke by Nayland\SBN 096 Test pitting 

 

Digital photographic archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\ 

Archaeology\Archive\Stoke by Nayland 

 

Finds archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds. 
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