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Introduction  

As a condition of planning permission for a single dwelling (planning ref. 

B/13/00033), a short evaluation trench was cut to assess the archaeological 

potential of the site. 

The site is positioned between the medieval church of St Mary’s to the east 

(Historic Environment Record ref: BUS 001) and the site of BUS 006 (Fig 1). At this 

adjacent site, a line of post-holes of possible medieval date were revealed. 

The site is therefore within the medieval core of the village. 

 

Method 

A single trench of c.9m length was cut within the footprint of the proposed new 

building (Fig. 2). The trench was dug using a JCB digger equipped with a 1.5m 

wide toothless ditching bucket.  

Turf and topsoil was removed to reveal undisturbed natural clay in the base of the 

trench. The natural deposit was examined for archaeological features and the 

upcast spoil was checked for finds. 

 



Figure 1. Location map: 
 

 

Figure 2. Trench plan: 
 

 

Results  

No archaeologically significant features, deposits or finds were recognised. 

The very thin topsoil (15-20cm) was directly over – and had a sharp contact with – 

the underlying chalky clay natural suggesting severe truncation (Fig 3).   

 

Conclusions and recommendations 

The site appears to be heavily truncated and the survival of archaeological remains 

within the proposed development area seems highly unlikely. It is probable that 

earlier landscaping has resulted in terracing into the hillside (Fig. 4). It is 

recommended that no further archaeological investigations be conducted. 

 



 

 

Figure 3. View of trench looking north-east showing shallow depth of deposits 

 

 

Figure 4. View of site looking south-west showing pronounced slope up to building 

on left indicating that site has probably been terraced into the hillside 

 



Archive 

Paper archive: SCCAS Ipswich 

Digital archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\Archaeology\ 

Archive\ Burstall\BUS 008, land E of Paridae, Church Hill 

Digital photographic archive: SCCAS R:\Environmental Protection\Conservation\ 

Archaeology\Catalogues\Photos\HTA-HTZ\HTN 75 – 82 

A summary of this project has also been entered onto OASIS, the online 

archaeological database, under the reference suffolkc1-151659 (see Appendix 1) 
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