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Summary 

Archaeological monitoring was carried out at Debenham CEVC School, Gracechurch
Street, Debenham as a condition of planning application MS/1033/04.  The
monitoring is funded by Suffolk County Council, Property Division.  The site is
centred on TM 1667 6306, where a multi-use floodlit games area is to be constructed.
Part of the construction process entailed levelling the site by reducing the existing
ground levels at the northern end, while raising the levels to the south.  This method,
known as cut and fill levelling, is likely to remove archaeological features within the
northern area (up-slope), while preserving archaeology below the built up soil within
the southern half of the site.  A total of five monitoring visits were made to the site
between 31st July to 10th August 2006.  These were carried out by John Newman,
Mark Sommers and Robert Atfield (all SCCAS Field Team).  By the final visit, it had
been possible to oversee topsoil stripping along with monitoring of ground reduction
areas.  A search of the disturbed deposits was also made to enable the retrieval of any
significant finds.  The monitoring work was aided by the full co-operation of the
construction contractors and carried out in good bright dry weather conditions.
However, in spite of a thorough examination of all deposits, the monitoring  produced
no evidence of archaeological features.  In terms of finds, just two small medieval
pottery sherds were located.

Introduction

The Brief and Specification for the monitoring was designed and issued by Keith
Wade of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team
(dated 06-07-06) (Wade 2006).  The site lies within an area which is surrounded by
known archaeological sites.  Roman occupation evidence has been found on adjacent
land to the immediate east, north and west, while on the opposite side of Gracechurch
Street, late Saxon and medieval finds have been discovered (Wade 2006).
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Methodology

The site area measured around 65metres by 37metres and was recorded using a sketch
plan, which enabled the extent of the ground disturbance, localised soil profiles and
any features to be plotted and identified.  Soil profiles and reduction depths were
recorded at six points around the perimeter of the site.  The topsoil was up to 0.30m.
deep and consisted of mid-brown clayey loam containing regular small to medium
flint stones.  The natural soil deposits were of heavy clays, but were rarely reached
during the soil stripping.  The total depth of removed soil rarely exceeded 0.25m..
Stripping was carried out using 360 degree operating digger, fitted with a toothless
bucket.

Conclusion

The ground disturbance failed to reveal any archaeological features and only two
small medieval pottery sherds were recovered from within the site area.  Ground
visibility within the northern third of the site, where the level was reduced to a deeper
limit, allowed the existence of any archaeological features to be confidently
discounted.  However, there remains a possibility that unseen features may exist
within the southern area, which may not have been revealed due to the shallow
reduction levels.  Therefore, the limited depth of the topsoil stripping was insufficient
to draw conclusions in terms of the concentration of archaeology across the site area.
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