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Introduction 

A visit was made to the site to record the foundation trenching for the construction 

of Plant Room 2. This formed the first part of a series of works associated with the 

Tree House Lodges building project in the south-west corner of the Center Parcs 

site. This is an interim report that does not cover any of the other groundworks that 

are required for the project. These include trenching for further Plant Rooms, 

stripping for the road expansion and another area for car parking, and foundations 

for the lodges. The trenching was excavated to the south of the existing concrete 

track, which is to be widened as a part of the later works (Figs. 1 and 2). The work 

was part of an archaeological condition raised by Dr. Abby Antrobus of the Suffolk 

County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team. An OASIS form has 

been completed for the project (reference no. suffolkc1-193625, Appendix 1) and a 

digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion on the Archaeology Data Service 

database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit).  

 

The area of proposed new car parking lies immediately south of a mound, thought 

to be the remnants of a WWII munitions dump, although prehistoric flints have also 

been recovered from the area. The creation of the artificial lake on the Center 

Parcs site also reportedly uncovered a human skeleton. 

 



   Figure 1. Site location (red) 
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Figure 2. Plant Room 2 trenching, site outline (red) and development outlines (blue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 1. Soil profile, 1m scale, facing south-
east 
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Groundworks 

The total area of the Plant Room trenching measured 23sqm (Fig. 2). The 

trenching was 0.45m-0.55m wide x 0.8m-1m deep.  

 

 

Results 

No archaeological features or finds were recorded in the trenching recorded in this 

report. The soil profiles consisted of c.0.2m of topsoil with frequent roots, above a 

0.25m-0.7m deep mixed layer of mid orangish-brown friable sand with common 

small rounded to angular flints (Pl. 1). This layer was interpreted as a disturbed 

subsoil/superficial geological deposit, which overlaid a bedrock geological deposit 

of chalk that was at least 0.1m-0.55m deep. 
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