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Summary

An archaeological excavation was carried out on land off of Bures Road, Great Cornard 

in advance of the relocation of Sudbury Rugby club grounds in May 2007.  The 

excavation has identified evidence of funerary activity in the Bronze Age period, with a 

possible earlier phase of occupation in the Mesolithic/Early Neolithic. Features identified 

consisted of a sparse scatter of pits lying adjacent to a small ring ditch with central pit. A 

small finds assemblage, predominantly consisting of struck flint, indicated that activity 

on the site was not domestic in nature.

Although no human burial was identified the ring ditch and pit are clearly related to the 

wider landscape of Bronze Age funerary activity that is known in the vicinity, with 

several ring ditches, originally identified by aerial photograpy, lying immediately to the 

north-west.   Recent excavations by SCCAS in 2009 of two of these large ring ditches, 

on the former rugby pitch, also identified another example of a small ring ditch.

Following the prehistoric period there is no evidence of any activity on the site until the 

post-medieval period where three linear ditches probably represent former field 

boundaries. 

A recommendation has been made for the site results to be considered in any future 

archaeological publication of these latter excavations. 
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1. Introduction 

An archaeological excavation, was carried out in advance of the re-location of the 

rugby ground on land off of Bures Road, Great Cornard. The work was carried out to 

a Brief and Specification issued by Edward Martin (Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Service, Conservation Team – Appendix 1), to fulfil a planning 

condition on application B/03/01504/FUL.The work was funded by the developer, 

Persimmon Homes (Anglia) Ltd. 

The site is part of a wider development of c.16ha, consisting of new housing and the 

re-siting of the existing rugby club.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2010.
Figure 1. Site location plan 
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2. Geology and topography 

The site lies in an open arable field on the southern fringe of Great Cornard/Sudbury.

Situated towards the top of a south-facing slope, at a height of c.25m AOD, the site 

overlooks the River Stour which lies 500m to the west (Fig. 1).

The site geology consists of deep loamy clay soils overlying glaciofluvial drift 

(Ordnance Survey 1983). 

3. Archaeological and historical background

The whole of the proposed development area was the subject of an initial desktop 

assessment (Newman 2000), which identified three broad areas of current landuse 

and specified particular areas as being of archaeological potential.

Two ring ditches (COG 004 and 005) are recorded in the Sites and Monuments 

Record as lying within the northern area of the overall development under the former 

rugby ground (Fig. 2). Identified by aerial photography, observation of the site for the 

desktop assessment indicated that they still survived as slight visible earthworks. A 

third ring ditch, COG 006, is located to the east. This area was therefore of high 

archaeological potential, as it contained a possible Bronze Age barrow cemetery that 

could also be the focus for other prehistoric and later funerary activity. The ongoing 

development works has led to these two ring ditches being excavated by SCCAS/FT 

in late 2009 (Muldowney in prep).

The central part of the site was heavily affected by previous gravel extraction and 

other workings including a large concrete yard and subsequently was deemed to be 

of little or no archaeological interest. 

The southern and eastern parts of the development area consisted of open arable 

fields and were thought to be of moderate archaeological potential due to the 

proximity of the known ring ditches. 
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An archaeological evaluation of the development was subsequently carried out in the 

latter area of arable fields (Gill 2006), with trenching covering the areas to be directly 

affected by development (Fig. 2). The southern part of the field, which is to remain as 

open public space was excluded from the investigation, as were areas around the 

eastern edge of the field which had to be avoided due to the presence of badger 

setts.

A concentration of features, including the corner of a possible enclosure ditch, a linear 

ditch and a group of pits, was identified in Trench 09 in the north-west corner of the 

field (Fig. 3). The remaining trenches contained a low density spread of dispersed 

small pits and further sections of the north-south aligned linear ditch which ran down 

the natural slope. An assemblage of struck flint and two sherds of pottery suggested 

an Early Bronze Age date for the features and a presence on the site from the 

Palaeolithic period. 

The results of the evaluation indicated that archaeological deposits, probably 

associated with the potential Bronze Age barrow cemetery to the north, extended into 

the north-west corner of the field, which the program of landscaping and construction 

for the proposed sports pitch and relocated rugby club was likely to damage or 

destroy. Therefore the SCCAS/CT archaeological officer, Edward Martin, specified a 

program of archaeological excavation to record the site prior to its development, in an 

area centred on Trench 09 and bounded by Trenches 08 and 10.
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4. Methodology 

The site, a total area of 2612sqm (Fig. 4), was stripped by a mechanical digger, 

equipped with a ditching bucket, to the top of the archaeological levels, under the 

supervision of an archaeologist. This involved the removal of c.0.3m of ploughsoil and 

a layer, varying from 0.2m to 0.5m thick, of mid brown homogenous silt, recorded in 

baulk sections 0179, 0180 and 0181 (Fig. 8). Unstratified finds were collected during 

the machining and recorded as 0100. The western edge of the site was unavailable 

for stripping due to the continuing presence of a badger sett but was fieldwalked with 

finds being collected as 0102. 

Archaeological features were then clearly visible, cutting the natural subsoil of gravel 

sands, and were individually cleaned and excavated by hand. All pits were originally 

50% excavated and recorded, before being 100% excavated with the second halves 

often being sieved, as was ring ditch 0006. A series of sections, totalling 10% of the 

overall length, were excavated of the remaining ditches. Bulk soil samples were taken 

from a selection of contexts. 

The site was recorded using a single context continuous numbering system, starting 

at 0100 with previous numbers relating to the evaluation, and planned with a Total 

Station Theodolite. Features were then individually planned, and sections recorded, 

at a scale of 1:20. Digital colour and black and white print photographs were taken of 

all stages of the fieldwork, and are included in the archive. 

Site data has been input onto an MS Access database and recorded using the 

County Sites and Monuments code COG 025. Bulk finds were washed, marked and 

quantified, and the resultant data was also entered onto a database. Inked copies of 

section and drawings have also been made. 

An OASIS form has been completed for the project (reference no. suffolkc1-26816) 

and a digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion on the Archaeology Data 

Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit).

The site archive is kept in the main store of Suffolk County Council Archaeological 

Service at Bury St Edmunds under HER No. COG 025. 

4. Methodology 

The site, , a aaaa aa aaa aa aaaaaaaaaaa tototototototototototototttotototototottooootatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataaaaaal llll llllllllll ll araraaararararararararararararaaaaaraaaraaaaa eeae  of 2612sqm (Fig. 4), was stripped by a mechanical digggggggggggggggggggegegegegegegegegegegeggegegeegegegegegegegegegegeegeeeer,rrrrr,r,r,r,rr,rrrr  

equipppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp ededededededededededededededededeeeedd w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwititititititititititititiiiittii hhhhhhh hhhhhh a ditching bucket, to the top of the archaeological levels,, ,  , ,, ,, unununuununununununununununununununuunnndedededededededededededdeeeeeededdeed rrrrrrrrr r rrrr rrrrrrrr thththththtththtththtttht e

susususususususususususussssssussss pepepepepepepepepepepepepepppeeeeervrvrvrvvvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvvrvrvrvvvrvrrvrvvvvvisisisisisisississisisisisisississisiiiiooiiiii n of an archaeologist. This involved the removal of c.0.3.333333333333333333333m mmmmmm m m m mmmmmmmmmmm ofofofofofofofofofofofooofofoffo  ppp p p pp ppppppppp ppppppplolololololololololololooooloolooll ughsoil and 

a aa aaaa a aa a a a a aaaaaaaaaaaaa lalalalalalalalalalalalalaalalaaaalaaayyeyer, varying from 0.2m to 0.5m thick, of mid brown homogogoggggggggggggggggggggggggggeneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeneneneneenenennnooooooooooooooousususususususususususususususususususssususuusuuusus ss ss sss s ssss ssiililt, recorded in 

baulk sections 0179, 0180 and 0181 (Fig. 8). Unstratified findssss wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwere e collected during 

the machining and recorded as 0100. The western edge of the site was unavailable

for stripping due to the continuing presence of a badger sett but was fieldwalked with 

finds being collected as 0102. 

Archaeological features were then clearly visible, cutting the natural subsoil of gravel 

sands, and were individually cleaned and excavated by hand. All pits were originally 

50% excavated and recorded, before being 1000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 %%%%%% %%%%%%%%%%%%%% %%%% excavated with the second halves 

often being sieved, as was ring ditch 000606066066666660666066606...... .  .. AA A AAAAAAAAAAA AAAAA sesesesesesesesesesesesessesseseeseeeseeeseeeeeeririririririrririririririirrirrrr ese  of sections, totalling 10% of the 

overall length, were excavated of thhe e e e e ee e e e eeeeeee rererererererererererererereeeeererereer mamamamamamamamamamamamamaaaamamamaamaaaammmmmamaininininininininiinininininiiiniiiiii g ditches. Bulk soil samples were taken 

from a selection of contexts. 

The site was recorded using a aaaaaaaaaaa single context continuous numbering system, starting 

at 0100 with previous numbers relating to the evaluation, and planned with a Total 

Station Theodolite. Features were then individually planned, and sections recorded,

at a scale of 1:20. Digital colour and black and white print photographs were taken of 

all stages of the fieldwork, and are included in the archive. 

Site data has bebebebbebbbbebebebebbeebebbbbbbb en input onto an MS Access database and recorded using the 

County SSSSitittittttttttttttteseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseeeseseseees a a aa a aa a aa aaaaa a aaaaandndndndndndndndndnddndndndndndnddddddndnddnnnnnn  MMonuments code COG 025. Bulk finds were washed, marararararararararararaaarararkekekkeekekekekekekekekekekekekekkeekeeeddddd dddddd ddddddddddd anananananananannananananannananannananananaanananaaa ddddd dddddddddddddddddd

quanntititititititititiititititititititt fifififififfififiifffififfiffifififfifififiiedededeedededededededeededeeeee , ,, , , anaananananananananaaanananannanannanaaaaaa d the resultant data was also entered onto a database. Inknknknkknkkkkkkkkkkkkkknkkkedededededeedededeedededededededeedeedededededeeee  cccccccccccccccccopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopoppoppoooo iiiieiiiiiiiiies of 

seseeeeeseseseeseseees ctcccctctctctctctctctctctcctccccccccc ioioioioioiooioioiooooooon nnn nnn n nn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn aaaaaanaaaaaaaaa d drawings have also been made. 

AnA  OASIS form has been completed for the project (referencce ee e e e e e e e nonnnnonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn . suffolkc1-26816) 

and a digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion on the Archaeology Data 

Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit).

The site archive is kept in the main store of Suffolk County Council Archaeological 

Service at Bury St Edmunds under HER No. COG 025. 
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5. Results  

5.1 Introduction 

The site strip revealed a sparse scatter of features, broadly in the northern half of the 

site, consisting of a series of small pits, three linear ditches and a small ring ditch with 

central pit. Most of these identified features, both those with and without finds 

assemblages, probably relate to a broad phase of activity in the Bronze Age period 

with two ditches relating to medieval or post-medieval field systems. 

5.2 Phase I: Prehistoric  

The unstratified finds recovered across the site during machining, 0100, consist of 

struck flint, some of which is likely to be of Bronze Age date but also includes 

Mesolithic or Early Neolithic material.  Further surface finds from the unexcavated 

area to the west, 0102, also consisted of a variety of struck flint and a few pieces of 

burnt flint.

The curving ditch identified in the evaluation as a possible prehistoric enclosure, 

0006, proved to be part of a ring ditch that measured 11m in diameter (Fig. 4). Two 

sections, 0009 and 0011, had previously been excavated during the evaluation. The 

northern part of the ring ditch lay under the site baulk and could not be fully exposed 

due to the presence of a public footpath. Following an initial surface clean, during 

which seven struck flints were collected as 0103, the ditch was divided into eight 

sections and 50% excavated.

The sections, 0104, 0105, 0109, 0110, 0112, 0114 and 0115 showed the ditch to 

have a broadly consistent profile, measuring c.0.7m-0.9m wide and 0.15m-0.2m 

deep, with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. Section 0015 also showed 

that the ring ditch was cut by ditch 0007.The fills of the four excavated sections, 0106, 

0107, 0111 and 0116 were a similar mix of compact, mid brown, orange or grey 

silt/sands with scattered gravels and contained, in total, a further eleven struck flints 

and a small quantity of burnt flint. 

5. Results  

5.1 Intrrrrooooooooooooooooooooooooddddddddddddddddddddddddduuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuccccccccccccccccccccccccccttttttttttttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiioooooooooooooooooooon 
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central pit. Most of these identified features, both those with annnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddd ddddddd without finds 

assemblages, probably relate to a broad phase of activity in the Bronze Age period 

with two ditches relating to medieval or post-medieval field systems. 

5.2 Phase I: Prehistoric  

The unstratified finds recovered across the e sisissiisisisisisisisisisiiissss teteteteteteteteteteteteteteeeteteteteteeteee dddd dd d dddd ddddduruururururururururururrrurururururururururru ini g machining, 0100, consist of 

struck flint, some of which is likely to beeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo o ooo ooo oo oo oooooof fffffffffffff BrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBBrBrBrBrrBrBrBrrrBrBBBronononononononnononononooooooonoooononnoooo zeze Age date but also includes

Mesolithic or Early Neolithic materiiriiiiiiiiiiiialalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaalalaaaaaaa .... . ... FF F FFF F FFF F F F FFFFFFururururururururururururuurururururuuuuuu thththththththththththtththhhttthher surface finds from the unexcavated 

area to the west, 0102, also ccccononononononononononononononononoononononoonooononsisisisisisisisissisissssiiss ststststststststtstttttststtsststttsttedededededededededededededededeeeddedeedeee  of a variety of struck flint and a few pieces of 

burnt flint.

The curving ditch identified in the evaluation as a possible prehistoric enclosure, 

0006, proved to be part of a ring ditch that measured 11m in diameter (Fig. 4). Two 

sections, 0009 and 0011, had previously been excavated during the evaluation. The

northern part of the ring ditch lay under the site baulk and could not be fully exposed 

due to the presence of a public footpath. Following an initial surface clean, during

which seven ststststststststtstststststtststststttstsstststtttrrrrurururrrrrrrrur ck flints were collected as 0103, the ditch was divided into eighghghghghghghghhghghghghghghghhggg t t t t ttt ttttttttttt tttttttt

sections aaa a aaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddnndnnn  55 5555555 555555 55555555550%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%0%000000000  excavated.
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hahahhahahahahahahahhahahahhahhhahahhhavev  a broadly consistent profile, measuring c.0.7m-0.9m wiwiwiwiiwiwiwiwiiwiiwiwwiwwidedededededededededededddededdedddeddedddddddde a aaaaaa a aaaaaaaaaaaandnndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndndndndnnnnnd 00 000000.15m-0.2m 

deep, with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. Sectiooooooooooooooooooon 0015 also showed 

that the ring ditch was cut by ditch 0007.The fills of the four excavated sections, 0106,

0107, 0111 and 0116 were a similar mix of compact, mid brown, orange or grey 

silt/sands with scattered gravels and contained, in total, a further eleven struck flints 

and a small quantity of burnt flint. 
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Two further sections, 0113 and 0171, were recorded of where the ring ditch met the 

site baulk in an attempt to establish the ditches relationship with the 0.5m thick layer 

of brown silt that overlaid the subsoil across the site. There was no indication of the 

ditch cutting through this layer, implying that the feature predated it although, as there 

was also no variation between the ditch fill and the layer, this is uncertain. 

A single feature, 0159, lay within the ring ditch, a large sub-rectangular pit at its 

centre. Aligned north-east to south-west, it measured 2.23m long, 1.88m wide and 

0.76m deep. The cut had moderate to steep sloping sides and a base that sloped 

down to the south-west. Initial 50% excavation showed it to have a single fill, 0160, of 

homogenous mid grey/brown silt/sand with occasional scattered gravel. After 

recording the pit was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved and bulk 

sampled. A small assemblage of thirty-seven pieces of worked flint was collected. 

The working assumption was that this was a grave cut associated with the ring ditch 

and possible barrow but there was no sign of any burial or related deposits. 

After recording the ring ditch was 100% excavated, with the remaining four stretches 

being sieved and numbered as 0108, 0169, 0170 and 0172. These contained, in total, 

a further fourteen worked flints and a small quantity of burnt flint. 

0146 was an oval pit or ditch terminus, partially under the northern site edge. 

Measuring 0.9m+ long, 0.4m wide and 0.14m deep it had moderate sloping sides and 

a flat base. Its fill, 0147, was a compact mid brown silt/sand. It was 100% excavated, 

with the second half being sieved, which recovered six worked flints and two pieces of 

burnt flint. 

0149 was a circular pit, measuring 0.75m in diameter and 0.38m deep, with steep 

sloping sides and a concave base. Recorded in section 0148 it cut the adjacent pit 

0151. Its fill, 0150 was a dark brown/black silt/sand containing charcoal, two worked 

flints and a moderate amount of burnt flint. It was 100% excavated.  

0151 was a circular pit, measuring 1.2m diameter and 0.18m deep, with irregular 

sides and base. Recorded in section 0148 it was cut by pit 0149. Its fill, 0152, was a 

mid orange/brown silt/sand with gravel. It was 100% excavated, with the second half 

Two further sections, 0113 and 0171, were recorded of where the ring ditch met the 

site baulk in an attempt to establish the ditches relationship with the 0.5m thick layayayayayayayayayyyyyyyere  
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AAAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA single feature, 0159, lay within the ring ditch, a large sub-reeeeeeeeeeeectctctctctctctctctctctctctctcttttcttcctttananananananaaanaananananaanananananannnnguggggggggg lar pit at its 

centre. Aligned north-east to south-west, it measured 2.23m long, 1.88m wide and 

0.76m deep. The cut had moderate to steep sloping sides and a base that sloped 

down to the south-west. Initial 50% excavation showed it to have a single fill, 0160, of 

homogenous mid grey/brown silt/sand with occasional scattered gravel. After 

recording the pit was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved and bulk 

sampled. A small assemblage of thirty-seven pieces of worked flint was collected. 

The working assumption was that this was a grravavavavavavavvaavaavavavvavavavaaavaavaavaaa e cut associated with the ring ditch 

and possible barrow but there was no sign nn n nnnnnnnnnn ofofofofofofoffofofofofofofofoffofofoffoooooooo aa a a aaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaanynynynynynynynyyyynynynynyynynynynynynynynynyyynyn  b bb b b b b bb bbbbbbbbbbb bb burial or related deposits. 

After recording the ring ditch wasasassssssssssssssss 11111111111111 1 000000000000000000000000000000000000 % %%% % % % %%% %%% % %% %%%%%%%% eexeeeeeeeeeexeeeeeeee cavated, with the remaining four stretches 
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a further fourteen worked flinintstststststststststststststtsststssssssstss anaanaa d a small quantity of burnt flint. 

0146 was an oval pit or ditch terminus, partially under the northern site edge. 

Measuring 0.9m+ long, 0.4m wide and 0.14m deep it had moderate sloping sides and 

a flat base. Its fill, 0147, was a compact mid brown silt/sand. It was 100% excavated, 

with the second half being sieved, which recovered six worked flints and two pieces of 

burnt flint. 

0149 wwwasasasasasasasasassaassassasasasaasasasas aaaa aaaaaa aaaa ccc ccccccccccccc cc ccccccccccciriririririrririrririiririrrrrrrrcuccccccccccccc lar pit, measuring 0.75m in diameter and 0.38m deep, wwwww wwwwwwwwwwititititittititittiiiiti hhhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhh ststsstststststststststststststtsttstttssstsssteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee pp pp
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flflflflflflflffllflflfflfflf iiiinii ts and a moderate amount of burnt flint. It was 100% excavavavavavavavavavavaavavavaaaaaavaavvvatatatatatatatatatatatatatattattatatataataaaa edededededededededeededededeeeeedededde .  

0151 was a circular pit, measuring 1.2m diameter and 0.18m deep, with irregular 

sides and base. Recorded in section 0148 it was cut by pit 0149. Its fill, 0152, was a 

mid orange/brown silt/sand with gravel. It was 100% excavated, with the second half 



being sieved, which collected two Early Neolithic worked flints and a moderate 

amount of burnt flint. 

0177 was an oval pit, possibly a natural feature, partially underlying ring ditch 0006 

and the site edge. Measuring c.1m+ by 0.6m and 0.4m deep it was excavated after 

the removal of 0006. This showed it to have an irregular base and sides with a fill, 

0178, of compact pale brown silt/loam.

Figure 5. Phase I sections 
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being sieved, which collected two Early Neolithic worked flints and a moderate 

amount of burnt flint. 
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Figure 5. Phase I sections 
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5.3 Phase II: Medieval/post-medieval 

0007 was a linear ditch, aligned north-west to south-east, which had originally been 

identified in Trench 09. To the north it cut, and terminated above, ring ditch 0006, the 

relationship being shown in section 0115 where it had a fill, 0117, of mid 

orange/brown silt/sand with gravel. To the south three further sections were 

excavated, 0126, 0129 and 0144, showing it to be 0.6m-0.9m wide and 0.25m deep 

with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. The respective fills of these 

sections, 0124, 0130 and 0145, were a mid brown silt with gravel. A probable natural 

irregular hollow, 0142, lay adjacent to the ditch in section 0144 with its fill, 0143, of 

mid brown silt being indistinguishable from 0145.

0118 was a linear ditch, aligned north-east to south-west, running across the length of 

the site to the south of ring ditch 0006. Excavated in sections 0119, 0128, 0161 and 

0168 it was seen to be generally 0.6m-0.8m wide and 0.2m-0.3m deep, with 
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5.3 Phase II: Medieval/post-medieval 

0007 was a linear ditch, aligned north-west to south-east, which had originally been 

identified in Trench 09. To the north it cut, and terminated above, ring ditch 0006, the
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mid brown silt being indistinguishable from 0145.

0118 was a linear ditch, aligned north-east to south-west, running across the length of 

the site to the south of ring ditch 0006. Excavated in sections 0119, 0128, 0161 and

0168 it was seen to be generally 0.6m-0.8m wide and 0.2m-0.3m deep, with



moderate sloping sides and a concave base. The respective fills of each section, 

0120, 0127, 0162 and 0167, were a mix of mid brown/orange silts and gravels.

Opposing quadrant sections 0123 and 0125 were placed across the intersection of 

ditches 0007 and 0118, which showed that 0007 cut 0118.  The fills of both ditches in 

these sections, 0121 and 0122 respectively, were of very similar mid orange/brown 

silt/sands with occasional gravel. Six residual worked flints, a piece of clay pipe and a 

fragment of ceramic building material were recovered from 0121. 

Figure 7. Phase II sections 

5.4 Unphased  

The remainder of the features on the site, mainly a dispersed scatter of pits, are 

unphased as no datable finds material was collected and there are no stratigraphic 

relationships with other features. 

0028 was an oval pit, originally 50% excavated during the evaluation, measuring 

1.5m long and 0.5m deep with a fill, 0029, of mid brown silt/sand. After re-excavation 

the second half was then removed and sieved. 
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0028 was an oval pit, originally 50% excavated during the evallul ation, measuring 

1.5m long and 0.5m deep with a fill, 0029, of mid brown silt/sand. After re-excavation 

the second half was then removed and sieved. 
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0131 was a linear narrow ditch or gully, aligned east-west, crossing the southern part 

of the site. To the east it terminated, or simply faded away due to truncation, shortly 

before it would have intersected with ditch 0007.  Five sections of the ditch were 

excavated, 0132, 0134, 0136, 0138 and 0140 which showed it to measure c.0.3m-

0.35m wide and 0.04m-0.08m deep, with moderate sides and a concave base. The 

respective fills of each section, 0133, 0135, 0137, 0139 and 0141 were a uniform mid 

brown silt. No finds were recovered from any of the sections. 

0153 was an oval pit, measuring 1m by 1.4m and 0.3m deep, with moderate sloping 

sides and a concave base. Its fill, 0154, was a light-mid grey/brown sand/silt with 

gravel.

0155 was a circular pit, measuring 0.8m by 0.8m and 0.22m deep, with gently sloping 

sides and a concave base. Its fill, 0156, was a dark brown/black silt/sand with 

charcoal and burnt flint. It was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved.  

0157 was a circular pit, measuring 1m diameter and 0.13m deep, with gently sloping 

sides and concave base. Its fill, 0158, was a dark brown/black silt/sand with charcoal 

and burnt flint. It was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved.  

0163 was a circular pit, measuring 1.2m by 1.4m and 0.24m deep, with gently sloping 

sides and a concave base. Its fill, 0164, was a dark brown/black silt/sand with 

charcoal and burnt flint. A large area of animal disturbance crossed through its centre. 

It was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved.  

0165 was an oval pit, probably a natural feature or disturbance, measuring 2m by 1m 

and 0.42m deep, with irregular, moderate sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, 

0166, was a mid grey/brown silt/sand with occasional gravel. It was 100% excavated, 

with the second half being sieved.  

0173 was a small oval pit, measuring.1m by 0.7m and 0.3m deep, with moderate 

sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, 0174, was a mid brown/black silt which was 

100% excavated and sieved.  
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It was 100% excavated, with the second half being sieved. 
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0173 was a small oval pit, measuring.1m by 0.7m and 0.3m ddeep, with moderate 

sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, 0174, was a mid brown/black silt which was 

100% excavated and sieved. 



The north-east corner of the site was occupied by part of a large hollow, which was 

visible as a noticeable depression in the ploughed field. The edge of the hollow was 

well defined, with section 0175 showing a sharp break of slope and then a near 

vertical cut to a depth of at least 1.6m+ below ground level, indicating that the hollow 

was most likely a manmade feature. The entire feature was infilled with a uniform 

deposit of fine yellow/brown gravel, 0176.

Figure 8. Unphased sections 
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6. The finds evidence  
Stephen Benfield 

6.1 Introduction  

Table 1 shows the quantities of particular finds types collected during the excavation. 

The finds consist almost exclusively of worked flint and burnt flint, including some 

other burnt or heated stone. The majority of the flint can be dated to the Bronze Age, 

with some Early Neolithic flint and possibly some Mesolithic pieces present, most of 

which appear to be residual in later dated groups of flint. Although not closely datable 

of itself, the burnt flint and stone can be associated with the worked flint, being either 

of Early Neolithic or Bronze Age date. The distribution of the burnt flint suggests that 

most, if not all, is probably Bronze Age. There is also a very small number of 

incidental finds of post-medieval, or probable post-medieval and modern date. 

Find type No. Wt/g
Worked flint 102 1362 
Burnt flint/stone 73 1117
CBM 1 124
Clay pipe 1 8
Slate 1 1

Table 1. Bulk finds quantities. 

6.2 Worked flint 
by Sarah Bates 

Introduction

A total of 102 pieces of flint were recovered from fills of a ring ditch and its associated 

central pit, from three other pits, from a ditch of post-medieval date and from 

unstratified contexts. Some of the material is likely to be contemporary with the ring 

ditch while some pieces appear to be of earlier (Mesolithic or early Neolithic) date.  

Methodology 

Each piece of flint was examined and recorded by context in an ACCESS database 

table. The material was classified by category and type (see archive) with numbers of 

pieces and numbers of complete, corticated, patinated and hinge fractured pieces 
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table. The material was classified by category andy type (see archive) with numbers of 

pieces and numbers of complete, corticated, patinated and hinge fractured pieces 
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being recorded and the condition of the flint being commented on. Additional 

descriptive comments were made as necessary. Non-struck flint was included in a 

separate column (Non struck) in the database but has now been discarded. It is not 

included below. Retouched and utilised flints and pieces suggested for illustration 

have been bagged separately within the main bags. The flint and archive are curated 

by SCCAS. A full description of individual flints by context is contained in Appendix 3. 

A full catalogue is included as part of the archive.

The assemblage 

The flint ranges from dark to pale grey with some irregular flawed and mottled 

patches. Cortex includes cream to dark orange cortex, some of it quite thick, thinner 

quite smooth grey cortex and some patinated cortex or patinated former flint surfaces. 

The flint is summarised by type in Table 2. 

Type Number
single platform flake core 2
single platform blade core 1
multi platform blade core 1
multi platform flake core 1

bipolar core 1
core fragment 1

struck fragment 2
core/tool 1

core tablet 1
crested blade 1

shatter 3
flake 41
blade 16

blade-like flake 2
spall 8

scraper 2
end/side scraper 1

piercer 2
retouched flake 3
utilised blade 4
utilised flake 8

Total 102

Table 2. Summary of the flint by type 

A neat and fairly large bipolar flake core was found (0121) (Fig 9. 01). It is made of a 

smooth slightly patinated mid grey good quality flint. Some cortex survives on one 

side but the piece has been trimmed and worked with some care with small blades 

struck from each end and both platform edges being abraded. The core is of 

Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic date. Another piece with blade type removals from one 

being recorded and the condition of the flint being commented on. Additional 

descriptive comments were made as necessary. Non-struck flint was included in aaaaaaaaaaa 

separate colololololllloo umumumumumumumumumumumumumumumumumuumumuuumumummnn nn n   ((((((((((((((((((((((((((NoNN n struck) in the database but has now been discarded. Ittt iiiii ii iiii iiis s sss ss s s s s ssssss nonononononononononononooooooonoot ttttttttt t t t t t ttttttttttttt

includededededdeddeddddededededededededeedddddd b bb b bbb b bbb bbbbbbbbbbeeeleleleleleeleeeeleleeelelelele owowowowowowowowowowowowowowwowoowowowooooooowwow. Retouched and utilised flints and pieces suggested for iillllllllllllllusuususususususususususuussususuuuuuuuuuu trtrtrtrtrtrtttttrtrtrtratattatatatatatatatatatatatatatataatatataataataatatioioioioioioioioioioioioioioooioioioooiooooonn 

hahaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaveveveveveveveveveveveveeeveveveveevevevevevvevevvevvvve b b bbbb bbbbb bbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn bab gged separately within the main bags. The flint and arcrcrcccccccrcrcrcrcrcrcrccccccrcccchihihihhhihhhhhihihihihihihihihiihhhh veveveveveveveveveveveveveeeeeeeeeeee a a aaa a a a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarerererrererererererererrrrrr  curated 

bybybybybybybybybybybybbbybybybybybbybbbyyyyy S S S S S S SSSSSSSSSSSS S SSSSSSSSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC ASA . A full description of individual flints by context is connnnnononnnnnnnnnnnnnnnononntatatatattatatatatatatatattatattaaininiiinininiiinedededededededededededededdededededededeedeeededeeee i iiiiiiin Appendix 3.

AAAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA full catalogue is included as part of the archive.

The assemblage 

The flint ranges from dark to pale grey with some irregular flawed and mottled 

patches. Cortex includes cream to dark orange cortex, some of it quite thick, thinner 

quite smooth grey cortex and some patinated cortex or patinated former flint surfaces. 

The flint is summarised by type in Table 2. 

Type Number
single platform flakkke ee e e eeeeeeeeee eee e e ee cococococococococococcoccocococccccococ rererererererrerererreee 2
single platform m blblblbllbllblllbllbllladadadaadadadadadadadaaadaaadaaaade eee cocococococococococococcocococcooccococcoccocc rererererrerrrrererereeerrererrrrerr 1
multi platfoormrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmrm bb bbb b b b b bbbbbbbbblaalalalaaallll dedededededededededeeedededededeeedeedededdddd c c c c c cc ccccore 1
multi plplplatataatatatatttatatatatataatatatattatttattaa fofofooooofofofoofofoooformrmrmrmrrmrmrmrmrmrrmrmrmrr  fff f f fffffffff f fff ffflalaalalalaalalalalalaalalaaaaaalaaaaaaakekekekkekekkekekkkekekkkkekkkkk  core 1

bibibibbibibibbbibbbbibibbibibibb popopopopopopopopopopooooolalalalalaalaaalalaalalaaaalalalalaaalaaaarrrr r r r r rrrrr ccococcc re 1
cococococoooococooooooooooooooorererererererererererererereeererrrrereee fffff fffffffraragment 1

ststststststststststststststststtssssttststs rururururur ckc  fragment 2
core/tool 1

core tablet 1
crested blade 1

shatter 3
flake 41
blade 16

blade-like flake 2
spall 8

scraper 2
end/side scraper 1

piercer 2
retouched flake 3
utilised blade 4
utilised flake 8

Total 102

Table 2. Summary of the flint by typpppppppppppppe eeeeeeee eee ee eeeee

A neat and fairly large bipolar flake core was found (0121) (Fig 9. 01). It is made of a 

smooth slightly patinated mid grey good quality flint. Some cortex survives on one 

side but the piece has been trimmed and worked with some care with small blades 

struck from each end and both platform edges being abraded. The core is of 

Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic date. Another piece with blade type removals from one 
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platform may have been part of another quite neat blade core although it is fractured 

on one side (0170). Another multi platform core has had blades removed from two 

ends but is irregular (0100).

A fairly large and irregular multi platform flake core has been struck quite neatly, with 

some blade-like removals (0100) and two single platform flake cores are present; a 

small squat chunky fragment with whitish grey cortex has had irregular small flakes 

struck from parts of its broad platform (0103) and another slightly larger piece has 

thick dark cream cortex on one side with flakes struck quite neatly from one end 

although the core face is fractured just below the platform edge (0116). 

A small fragment is probably from a core (0160) and a quite small very thick elongate 

flake with steep flaking of both its sides and its distal end could be a core or have 

been used as a crude scraper (0169) (Fig 9. 02). 

Two core trimming pieces are present. A thick slightly curving blade has a battered 

dorsal ridge and is classified as a crested blade (0100) (Fig 9. 03). The platform is 

also battered (facetted across its surface); further evidence of the preparation of the 

core. A core tablet was also found (0102) (Fig 9. 04); this was struck from the 

platform of a core to rejuvenate its edge so that it could still be used. Both of these 

pieces are likely to be of Mesolithic or, possibly earlier Neolithic date (Butler 2005, 

84,121).

Forty-one flakes are present. Most of them are quite small and they are mostly sharp 

or quite sharp although a few have slight edge damage. There are some quite neat 

thin flakes, at least one (a small blade like fragment) with an abraded platform from a 

prepared core. However, other pieces are more irregular hard hammer struck flakes; 

two or three have a pronounced curved profile and are likely to be from unprepared 

cores. Two small blade-like flakes were found, one of them is a thick hard hammer 

struck piece. 

Sixteen blades are present; an unusually large number for so small an assemblage. 

They are all quite small and most are neat. At least four blades have abraded 

platform where they have been struck from prepared blade cores. 

platform may have been part of another quite neat blade core although it is fractured

on one side (0170). Another multi platform core has had blades removed from two oooooooooo

ends but is irrrririrrrrririrrrrrrrrrirrirrrererererererererererererererererrereeeeeeguguguguguguguguguguguguguguuguguuuuuguuguugg lalalaallllalllllllllallll r (0100).

A A fafafafafafafafafaaafafafafafaaafafafafafafffafafafffaaf iriririririrririririririrririirirrrrlylylylylyylyylyylylylylylylylyyylyyyyy llll l l l ll   lll l llarararararararararararararaararaaaaararrrrararaaraa gegggggg  and irregular multi platform flake core has been struckckk qqq qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquiuuiuiuiuiuiuuiuiuuiuiiuiuu tetetetetetetetetetetetetetetteeeeeeeeeee n n nnn n n n nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeeeeaeaeeeeeee tly, with

sososososososososososososssossssomemememmmemememememememmememmememmemememememememmemm  bblal de-like removals (0100) and two single platform flake cocococococococococoococcooccocoooccococoococorererererererrererrrrerres ss s sss s ss ss s ss sss s arararararararararararararararaaaa e present; a 

sssssmsssssssssss all squat chunky fragment with whitish grey cortex has had dddddddddddddddddd irrrirririrriririrririririiririrrrrrererererererrreerererererrererererereeeeeggugggggggg lar small flakes 

struck from parts of its broad platform (0103) and another slightly larger piece has

thick dark cream cortex on one side with flakes struck quite neatly from one end

although the core face is fractured just below the platform edge (0116). 

A small fragment is probably from a core (0160) and a quite small very thick elongate 

flake with steep flaking of both its sides and its distal end could be a core or have 

been used as a crude scraper (0169) (Fig 9. 02)2)2))2)2)2))2)2))2)2))2)2)))))2)))))2).... . . . . . . 

Two core trimming pieces are presentt.... ....... . A A AAAA A A A AAAAAA A AA A AAAAAAAAA thththththhhhhhhhhhhhhiciciccicicicciciciciciciciciciiccicccccccccckkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk sls ightly curving blade has a battered 

dorsal ridge and is classified as a aaaaa aaaa a a a a aaaa crcrccrcrcrcrcrcrcrrrrrrcrrcrcrcrcrcrrreseseseseseseseseseseseseeesssssssteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeeteeeeteeeteteeteeddddd ddddddddddddddddddd blade (0100) (Fig 9. 03). The platform is

also battered (facetted acroooossssssssssssssssssssssssssssss   i i i i i i i i i iiiitstststststtstststststststsstststtstttssss sssss ssss sssssssss ss sssss ssuurururururururuurururuuruuuuuuuuuuuu faffffffaffffff ce); further evidence of the preparation of the 

core. A core tablet was alsoo f fffffffououououououoouououououuououuooououuouououuououuo ndnnd (0102) (Fig 9. 04); this was struck from the 

platform of a core to rejuvenate its edge so that it could still be used. Both of these 

pieces are likely to be of Mesolithic or, possibly earlier Neolithic date (Butler 2005, 

84,121).

Forty-one flakes are present. Most of them are quite small and they are mostly sharp 

or quite sharp although a few have slight edge damage. There are some quite neat

thin flakes, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaat t t tt tt ttttttttttttttt t t llllelelelelelelelelllelelelelelelellleleellll asasaaaaaaaaaaa t one (a small blade like fragment) with an abraded platform m m m m m m m mmm mmm frfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrffffrfrfrfrff omomomomomomoomomomomomomomomomomoommmm a a 

prepararededdeedededededddeddeddededededee  c c ccccc cccc cccccc cccorororororororororororrororororororoorrroroore.e.eeeeee.e.e.e.e.e.ee.eeee.e.eeeee H HHHHHHowever, other pieces are more irregular hard hammer sssssssssssssstrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrrtrtrrtrttt ucucucucucucucucucucucuuuuccccccck k k k kk k kk k kkk kkk kkk flflflflfllfllflflflflflflfflfflffffflakakakakakakakakakakkakakkkaakakkaaa es;

twwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwo o oo oooo o oo o ooo oooooo orororororororororoororororoooroooooroo  tt t t tttt ttt t tttttttthrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrrrhrhhrhrhhhhh eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  have a pronounced curved profile and are likely to be fffffffffffrorororororororoororororororooroororooroorororrrrom m mmmmmmm m m m mmmmmmmmmmmmmm unununununununununununununnunnunnunununuuuuunnnu pprprprprprprpprpprprprprppppppprpppppppprepared 

cccocococococcccccoccocccococc rerererererererererereerereerereerererrrrerer sss.ssssssssss.sss T TTwo small blade-like flakes were found, one of them is a aa aaaaaa a a aaaa aaaaaaaaaaaa thththththththththththhththhththththththththhtthtthicicicicccicicccicicci kkk kk k kkk kkkk kk kkkkkkkkk hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaahhhhhhh drdr  hammer 

stststststststsstststsss ruck piece. 

Sixteen blades are present; an unusually large number for so small an assemblage. 

They are all quite small and most are neat. At least four blades have abraded

platform where they have been struck from prepared blade cores. 
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Three shatter pieces and eight spalls are also present. 

Three scrapers were found. A thickish blade-like flake has its proximal end missing 

and this end, and part of its right side, retouched (0107) (Fig 9. 05), a thick subcircular 

flake has retouch of its right and distal sides and some flaking, possibly damage, to its 

ventral face (0100) and a small squat flake has crude retouch around its sides and 

distal edge to form an almost 'thumbnail' type scraper (0121). 

A small pointed flake (0160) and a quite thick cortical blade (0100),may both have 

been used as piercers. The latter has a tiny point at its proximal end, the former may 

have had its distal point utilised. 

Three other flakes are probably slightly retouched (two of them have other edge 

damage) and eight flakes and four blades are probably utilised; some pieces with 

very slight chips or wear of their edges. 

Flint by context 
The flint is summarised by context in Table 3. 

Twenty-five flints came from fills of ring ditch 0006. They include a flake core and an 

irregular blade core, both single platform, thirteen flakes, one of them blade-like, four 

blades, a small thick flaked piece – possibly a core or scraper, an end/side scraper, 

an utilised flake, a shatter piece, a spall and a struck fragment. It is notable the one 

blade had an abraded platform and the other was a neat piece with a glossy pale grey 

patina. Additionally, a single platform flake core, two small blade fragments, a blade-

like flake and three flakes, two of them utilised were found during surface cleaning of 

ring ditch 0006 (0103). 

Thirty-seven flints were found in pit 0159 within the centre of the ring ditch. There is a 

small fragment, probably from a core; nineteen flakes, generally quite small and neat, 

seven small blades or blade fragments, one with an abraded platform; five spalls and 

a shatter piece. A possible piercer and three probably utilised flakes are also present. 

Two neat thin blades, both with abraded platforms and of similar size although not 

refitting, came from pit 0151.Two quite smooth neat flakes were found in pit 0149 

Three shatter pieces and eight spalls are also present. 

Three scrapepepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepeepeeepeepeepep rsrrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrssrssss w w w w ww w w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e found. A thickish blade-like flake has its proximal end mmisssisisisssisissississisissssssisississsissisisisisissiiss ngngngngngngngngngngngngngnggngngngnggggg 

and thisisisisississssssssssssssssssss e e e e ee ee e e eeeeeee eeeendndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnnndndddddd, ,,, , ,,,,, ,  , , ,, aananaananaaaaaaaaaaaa d part of its right side, retouched (0107) (Fig 9. 05), a thhiccciccccccccccccccccccccck k kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk sususususususususususuuuuuuuuuuuuubcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcccbbb iriiiiiiiirircular 

flakakakakakakakkakakakakakakakakakakkakkkkakakkakkkee e e ee e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaaaaaaaaaas sssssss s s s ssssssssss ssss rrrrerrrerrrerr ttouch of its right and distal sides and some flaking, possisisiiisisisiiiisisisisisiblblblblblblblbblblblblbllblblblblblbblbblblbbbblyy y yyyy yyyyyyy dadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadddadddadadadd mammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ge, to its 

vevevevevevevevevevevevevvvevvvventntntntntntntntntnttttntntnttntntntntnnttnntntnttntntrrrrararararararararaarrrrrrrrr ll faf ce (0100) and a small squat flake has crude retouch ararararararararararararaarraarararraraararararra ououououououououououououuoouuooooo ndndndndndndnddndndddndndnddnddddddddddddd iiiiii iiiiiii ittsttststtttstststtststtt  sides and 

ddddidddddddddddddddd stal edge to form an almost 'thumbnail' type scraper (0121).)))  

A small pointed flake (0160) and a quite thick cortical blade (0100),may both have 

been used as piercers. The latter has a tiny point at its proximal end, the former may 

have had its distal point utilised.

Three other flakes are probably slightly retouched (two of them have other edge 

damage) and eight flakes and four blades are prprprprprprprrprprprprrprrrrprprrrrrprrrrprpp oboooooooooooooo ably utilised; some pieces with 

very slight chips or wear of their edges. 

Flint by context 

The flint is summarised by ccccccccccccononononononnonononnonononnononnonoo teteteteteteteteteteeteeteteetetetteeeextxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxttxtxtxttxtxtxtxxtxxtxtxxtt i ii i ii ii ii i i iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn nnnn nnnnnn TTable 3. 

Twenty-five flints came from fills of ring ditch 0006. They include a flake core and an 

irregular blade core, both single platform, thirteen flakes, one of them blade-like, four 

blades, a small thick flaked piece – possibly a core or scraper, an end/side scraper,

an utilised flake, a shatter piece, a spall and a struck fragment. It is notable the one

blade had an abraded platform and the other was a neat piece with a glossy pale grey 

patina. Additionally, a single platform flake core, two small blade fragments, a blade-

like flake andnddddnddddddddddddddddddd t tttt t t tttt t ttt ttt t ttttttttttthrhrhrhrhrhrhrhhrhrhhrhhhrhhhrreeeeeeeeee  flakes, two of them utilised were found during surface cleananannananananananananannnannnannnnnnininininininnnininininininnnnnnng g g g g g gg g gg g g g ofooooooo  

ring ddittchchhchchchchchchchhhchchhchhchchchcc  00 00 00000 000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006 666666666666666666666 (((((0((( 103).

ThThThThThTThThTTThThThTTThThTTTTThhiriririririririririririrrirrriririiiiri tytytytytytytytytytytytytyyttytytt -ssssssssseven flints were found in pit 0159 within the centre of thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe ee eeeeeee e e ee eeee eeeeee ee riririririrrirrirrrirrirrrrrir ngngngngngngngngngngggnggggggggggggggg dd d d d dd dd d dddddddddddditititititititititititiii chc . There is a 

ssssssmssssssss all fragment, probably from a core; nineteen flakes, generrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrralalalalalalalalaaalalaalalallalaaalalalal ylylylylylylyylyyylylylylyyyyyyylyyyyy q q q q q q qq qqqqq qq qqqqqqqquuuiuuuuuuuu te small and neat, 

seven small blades or blade fragments, one with an abraded platform; five spalls and 

a shatter piece. A possible piercer and three probably utilised flakes are also present.

Two neat thin blades, both with abraded platforms and of similar size although not 

refitting, came from pit 0151.Two quite smooth neat flakes were found in pit 0149
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which cut 0151. Six small flints; a very small blade, three flakes and two spalls were 

found in pit 0146. The neat blades and thinnish flakes could suggest a relatively early 

date for these features but, apart from the two blades, they are not really diagnostic.

Context Type Quantity
0100 multi platform blade core 1
0100 multi platform flake core 1
0100 crested blade 1
0100 (flake) shatter 1
0100 piercer 1
0100 retouched flake 3
0100 scraper 1
0100 struck fragment 1
0100 utilised blade 1
0102 core tablet 1
0102 flake 2
0102 utilised blade 2
0103 blade 2
0103 single platform flake core 1
0103 blade-like flake 1
0103 flake 1
0103 utilised flake 2
0106 blade 2
0107 blade-like flake 1
0107 flake 1
0107 end/side scraper 1
0116 single platform flake core 1
0116 flake 4
0116 spall 1
0121 bipolar core 1
0121 flake 2
0121 scraper 1
0121 utilised flake 2
0147 blade 1
0147 flake 3
0147 spall 2
0150 flake 2

Table 3: Summary of the flint by context 

A bipolar blade core, a small scraper and four flakes, two of them utilised were found 

in post-medieval ditch 0007. 

Twelve flints were unstratified (0100). They include a multi platform flake core and 

irregular blade core, single shattered and struck fragments, a crested flake, a thick 

subcircular scraper, a piercer with utilised proximal end, three probable retouched 

flakes and two utilised blades.  

which cut 0151. Six small flints; a very small blade, three flakes and two spalls were 

found in pit 0146. The neat blades and thinnish flakes could suggest a relatively eaeaeeeeeeeee rly

date for theeseseseseseseseseseseeeseeseseseeseesesssesses f ffffffff ffffffffffffffeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatuttutttttttuttttttttttttt res but, apart from the two blades, they are not really diagngngngngngngngngngngngngngnngnngngggggg ososososososoosososossosooooso tititittiittiiittiit c.cc.c.ccccccc.c.c.ccc.cc.c.cc.cccccccc

Context Type Quantityyyyy
0100 multi platform blade core 111111111111111
0100 multi platform flake core 111111111111111
0100 crested blade 111111111111111
0100 (flake) shatter 1
0100 piercer 1
0100 retouched flake 3
0100 scraper 1
0100 struck fragment 1
0100 utilised blade 1
0102 core tablet 1
0102 flake 2
0102 utilised blade 2
0103 blade 2
0103 single platform flake ee e cococococococococococococococococcocococococococorrrrerrrrrrrrrrre 1
0103 blade-like flake 1
0103 flake 1
0103 utilised fflaaaaaaaaaaakekekekekekekeekekekekekekekekekkekeeee 2
0106 blade 2

blblblbllllllllladadadadadaddadadadadadaddaddadadaaadde-e-e-e-e-e-e-ee-e-e-e-e-e-e-ee-lilill kekekeekekekekekekekekekeeekekekekkeekekke ff ff ffff f ffffffff alalalalalalalalalalalalaaal kkkkkkkekkkk0107 1
0107 flfflflflfflflfllffflflflff akakakakakaakkakakaakaakakkaaa eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1
0107 ennenenenenenenenenenennenenneeeeeneeee d/d/d/d/d/dd/d/d/d/dd/d/d/d///d//dd sississss ded  scraper 1
0116 sisssisssssss ngle platform flake core 1
0116 flake 4
0116 spall 1
0121 bipolar core 1
0121 flake 2

scraper0121 1
0121 utilised flake 2
0147 blade 1
0147 flake 3

spall0147 2
0150 2flake

Table 3: Summary of the flint by context 

AAA AAAAAAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAAA bibibibibibibibbibibbibibibbibibbbbbibbb popopopopopopopoooopopopopopoopooopopopppp lllalallllll r blade core, a small scraper and four flakes, two of theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeem m m mm m m m mmm mmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmm uuuuututuuuuutuuuuuuuuuu llililililllllllllllisisissisisisissssisisisississississsededededededededededededdddedddedeeddddd were found 

inininininininininininnninininnini  post-medieval ditch 0007. 

Twelve flints were unstratified (0100). They include a multi platform flake core and 

irregular blade core, single shattered and struck fragments, a crested flake, a thick 

subcircular scraper, a piercer with utilised proximal end, three probable retouched 

flakes and two utilised blades.  
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A further five flints were collected during fieldwalking of an unexcavated area (0102). 

They include a core tablet, two flakes and two utilised blades. 

Discussion 

Most of the flint from the site was found in deposits associated with the ring ditch and 

some of this material is likely to relate to activity associated with it and the other 

Bronze Age ring ditches to the north of the site. The irregular flake cores and some of 

the small hard hammer struck unpatinated flakes are likely to be of this date as is the 

small chunky end scraper and core/scraper which were both found in fills of the ring 

ditch.

There are, however, a notably large number of blades from the site (16% of the entire 

assemblage). This would be unexpected in an assemblage of Bronze Age date. The 

numbers of small quite neat blades, some with abraded platforms as well as the 

presence of the bipolar core, crested blade and core tablet, are all consistent with an 

early Neolithic or, possibly, Mesolithic date. When compared with other assemblages 

examined by the writer, similar numbers of blades have almost always been found 

with some or all of the types of pieces listed above and have been interpreted as 

representing Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic activity (for example; Suffolk RGH 044, 

where blades form 11% of the assemblage; LAK 207, 11% THS 011, 21% and 

Wimbotsham, Norfolk, NHER 48964 15% (unpublished)). One pit 0151 contained only 

two neat blades and could conceivably be of relatively early date. Most of the context 

assemblages, however, seem to be mixed. It seems highly likely that some of the flint 

at Bures Road represents an earlier phase of activity at the site and that at least 

some of the material was residual in the Bronze Age contexts. In this respect it is 

notable that one small neat blade from the fill of the ring ditch has a distinctive pale 

grey slightly glossy patina unlike the other debitage found there. Although patina is 

not always an indicator of greater age its presence on residual Mesolithic pieces has 

been noted (Healy 1988, 45; Bates 2008, 75). It is also notable that the bipolar core, 

the crested piece and many of the neat blade types are all of a similar dull grey, 

slightly patinated, smooth flint. 

Some of the flint was found residually in a post-medieval ditch (this included the 

bipolar core) and some was from unstratified contexts (including the crested piece 

and the core tablet).

A further five flints were collected during fieldwalking of an unexcavated area (0102). 

They include a core tablet, two flakes and two utilised blades.
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6.3 Burnt flint and other heated stone 

In total some 73 pieces (1117g) of burnt flint and other heated stone were recovered. 

Almost all of this consists of burnt flints (69 pieces weighing 1063g) with only a very 

small quantity of other heated stone present (4 pieces weighing 54g). With the 

exception of 3 pieces of burnt flint (54g) which were recovered from plough soil 

(0102), all is from stratified contexts. The burnt flint and the other heated stone is 

quantified by context in Appendix 4. 

The largest quantities of burnt flint were associated with two pits 0149 and 0163, 

located west of the ring ditch 0600. It was from these two features that the small 

quantity of heated stone was also recovered. The pit 0163 (0164) produced 29 burnt 

flints (469g) and three small pieces of heated stone. The pit 0149 (0150) produced 22 

burnt flints (340g) and single piece of heated stone. Another pit, 0146 (0147), close to 

the west side of the ring ditch produced two pieces of burnt flint (14g). In total 53 

pieces of burnt flint (823g) came from these pits. 

Of the remaining pieces of burnt flint, almost all was recovered from the fill of the ring 

ditch 0006, with one piece from the pit/grave 0159 located at the centre of the ring 

ditch feature. In total 15 pieces (227g) was recovered from the ring ditch (contexts 

0116, 0107, 1069 & 1070). Most of these contexts produced two-three pieces, with a 

total of between 54g – 64g by weight for each context. The largest amount form any 

one of these contexts (0170) is eight pieces (91g). The pit/grave 0159 (0160) 

produced just a single piece (13g). 

Discussion 
While the burnt flint cannot be closely dated from a visual appraisal, it can be 

associated with the other prehistoric activity on the site. This activity is dated by the 

worked flints recovered to the Early Neolithic and to the Bronze Age. The burnt flint 

could belong to either, or to both of these periods. An emphasis on activity in the 

Bronze Age appears to be indicated by the flint assemblage (most of the earlier dated 

pieces appearing to be residual among mixed groups containing later dated flints) and 

by the ring ditch. This suggests much, possibly all, of the burnt flint could be of 

Bronze Age date. This is supported by the limited number of contexts from which the 

burnt flint was recovered, being concentrated in two pits, 0149 & 0163. These two pits 
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are located in the area to the west of the ring ditch. A smaller quantity of burnt flint is 

associated with the ring ditch itself, which, given its size in relation to the pits 

indicates a much lower concentration in the ditch fill. Also, only one or two pieces 

were associated with individual features close to the ring ditch, or within it. Overall, 

this suggests that the activity involving the burnt flint took place away from the area 

occupied by the ring ditch. 

The very small quantity of other heated stone recovered suggests that this probably 

represents incidental material which has become accidentally heated. 

6.4 Other finds 

There are a very small number of other finds recovered from the site which are, or are 

likely to be, of post-medieval or modern date. 

A piece from a clay pipe stem (8g) and a piece of ceramic building material (CBM) 

(124g), probably peg tile, were recovered from the ditch 0007 (0121). Also a small 

fragment of slate (1g) was recovered from the fill of the pit/grave feature 0159 (0160). 

6.5 Plant macrofossils and other remains 
By Val Fryer 

Introduction and method statement 
Excavations at Great Cornard, undertaken by the Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Service, recorded a small number of features of possible Bronze Age 

date. The lack of pottery from the excavated contexts possibly indicated that the site 

was non-domestic in nature and there was some evidence for in situ burning within 

some features. Samples for the retrieval of the plant macrofossil assemblages were 

taken from pit and ring ditch fills and nine were submitted for assessment. 

The samples were processed by manual water flotation/washover and the flots were 

collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned under a binocular 

microscope at magnifications up to x 16 and the plant macrofossils and other remains 

are located in the area to the west of the ring ditch. A smaller quantity of burnt flint is 

associated with the ring ditch itself, which, given its size in relation to the pits 
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noted are listed in Table 4. Nomenclature within the table follows Stace (1997). All 

plant remains were charred. Modern contaminants were scarce, although some 

fibrous roots were recorded.

Results

The recovered flots were all very small (considerably less than 0.1 litres in volume) 

and plant macrofossils were exceedingly scarce. Charcoal/charred wood fragments 

were present at a low to moderate density throughout, but the only other macrofossils 

recorded were a fragmentary cereal grain from ring ditch 0006 (Sample 7) and a 

piece of possible hazel (Corylus avellana) nutshell from pit 159 (Sample 6). All plant 

remains were coated with fine red/brown silt particles and most showed evidence of 

having been burnt at extremely high temperatures. Five assemblages contained a 

number of splinters of burnt stone, possibly indicative of in situ burning. These were 

particularly common within the assemblage from pit 0163 (Sample 4), which also 

contained burnt soil concretions and pellets of burnt or fired clay. Fragments of black 

porous material, most of which were probable residues of the combustion of organic 

remains at very high temperatures, were present within all but two assemblages. The 

small pieces of coal were almost certainly intrusive within the contexts from which the 

samples were taken. 

Conclusions and recommendations for further work 
The few plant remains recorded are almost certainly either accidental inclusions 

within the contexts or possible residues from fuels used on or near the site. It would 

appear that one or more episodes of intense burning occurred within or adjacent to 

the pits and ring ditches recorded during excavation, although the significance of this 

activity is not currently understood. 

As none of the assemblages contain a sufficient density of material for quantification 

(i.e. 100+ specimens), no further analysis is recommended. 
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contained burnt soil concretions and pelletstststsststststsstsststststssstsststss o o oo o o o oooooo oooooooofffffffffffffffffff bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbburururrururururururururuururuuuururururuuru nnnnnntnnnnnnnnnnn  or fired clay. Fragments of black ffffffffffff

porous material, most of which were prrprprrpprrpprprprrrrprprprprprprp oboboboobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobboooooobababababbbbabababababbbabababababbababbabbleleleleleleleleleleleeleleleleleeleeeeeeeele rresidues of the combustion of organic 

remains at very high temperaturerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeees,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,sssssssssss  w w w wwwwwwww wwwww w wwwwwwererererererererererererrrererrerreerererereree e eee eeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeee ppprp esent within all but two assemblages. The

small pieces of coal were allllmomomomomomomomomomomoomomomoommoomommoststststststststststtstststtstststssstttt cc ccccccccccccccccccccccccereeererererererereererererereerereeeeeee tatatttttttttttt inly intrusive within the contexts from which the 

samples were taken.

Conclusions and recommendations for further work 
The few plant remains recorded are almost certainly either accidental inclusions 

within the contexts or possible residues from fuels used on or near the site. It would 

appear that one or more episodes of intense burning occurred within or adjacent to 

the pits and ring gg ditches recorded during excavation, although the significance of this

activity is nooooooooooooooooot tt tt ttttttttttt t tt ttt cucucucucucucucucucucucucucccccuccuccccc rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr ently understood. 

AsAsAssAssAsAsAssAAssss nnn n nnnn nnnn n nnn nn nnnnnononononononononononononoonooononooooonne eeee e e ee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ofooooofofoofoooooooooooooooo  tthhe assemblages contain a sufficient density of material lll   fofofofofoofofofofofoofofoofofofooofofoooffff rrrr rr r r r r r r rrrrrrrrrrr quququququququqquququququququuququququqqquq ananananananananananananananananaanaananannanaaaa titt fification 

((i(i(i(i(i(i(i((((i(((i(ii(iii( .eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee.... .... 10101010101010101010101000001010111 0+ specimens), no further analysis is recommended. 
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Sample No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Context No. 0150 0156 0158 0025 0169 0160 0170 0008 0024 
Feature No. 0149 0155 0155 0163 0006 0159 0006 
Feature type Pit Pit Pit Pit R.ditch Pit R.ditch
Plant macrofossils 
Cereal indet. (grain frag.) x 
Corylus avellana L. xcf 
Charcoal <2mm xxx x xxx xxx xx x x xx x 
Charcoal >2mm xx x xx xx xx x x x x
Charred root/stem x x x 
Other remains 
Black porous 'cokey' 
material xx x xx   x   x   x
Black tarry material x x x x
Burnt/fired clay xx x x 
Burnt stone x x xx x x
Burnt soil concretions xx 
Small coal frags. x x x x x x x
Sample volume (litres) 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 10
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Table 4. Plant macrofossils and other remains 

Key: x = 1-10 specimens, xx = 11-50 specimens, xxx = 51-100 specimens. cf = compare, ss = sub-sample 

6.6 Overall summary and discussion of the finds 

The archaeologically significant finds consist of quantities of worked flints and burnt 

flints of prehistoric date. Some of the worked flint can be dated as Bronze Age and 

can be associated with activity relating to the ring ditch. There are some earlier dated 

worked flints present, indicating an earlier phase of activity in the Early Neolithic and 

possibly in the Mesolithic period, but these appear to be mostly residual among mixed 

groups containing later dated flints. The burnt flint could be associated with both the 

Neolithic and Bronze Age activity, although there appears to be a greater emphasis 

on that of the Bronze Age in terms of the flint assemblage and the ring ditch. Also, the 

burnt flint was recovered from a limited number of contexts, which include the ring 

ditch itself, so that much, possibly all might be of Bronze Age date. However, most of 

the burnt flint is not directly associated with the area of the ring ditch but with two pits 

located to the west of it. 

It is notable that no prehistoric pottery of either Neolithic or Bronze Age date was 

recovered. At a broad interpretation this would seem to indicate an absence of 

domestic activity in the area, certainly in the Bronze Age, and an emphasis in that 

period on the funerary aspect of the site represented by the ring ditch. 

Sample No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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mmaterial xx x xx  x   x  x
Black tarry material x x x x
Burnt/fired clay xx x x 
Burnt stone x x xx x x
Burnt soil concretions xx 
Small coal frags. x x x x x x x
Sample volume (litres) 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 15ss 10
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Table 4. Plant macrofossils and other remains 

Key: x = 1-10 specimens, xx = 11-50 specimens, xxx = 51-100 specimens. cf = compare, ss = sub-sample 

6.6 Overall summary and discusssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  oooooooooooooooooofffffffff the finds

The archaeologically significaaaaantntntntntntntntntntnntntntntntntntntntntntnttnntnnt ffffffffffffffff ffiinininininininiinniinndsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdddss cc cccconsist of quantities of worked flints and burnt 

flints of prehistoric date. Soomememememememememememememememeeeeeeeeeee o o o oo o oooooooooo ooooof fffffffffffffffffffff ththt e worked flint can be dated as Bronze Age and

can be associated with activity relating to the ring ditch. There are some earlier dated 

worked flints present, indicating an earlier phase of activity in the Early Neolithic and 

possibly in the Mesolithic period, but these appear to be mostly residual among mixed

groups containing later dated flints. The burnt flint could be associated with both the 

Neolithic and Bronze Age activity, although there appears to be a greater emphasis 

on that of the Bronze Age in terms of the flint assemblage and the ring ditch. Also, the 
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It is notable that no prehistoric pottery of either Neolithic or Brooooooooooooooooroonze Age date wasf

recovered. At a broad interpretation this would seem to indicate an absence of 

domestic activity in the area, certainly in the Bronze Age, and an emphasis in that 

period on the funerary aspect of the site represented by the ring ditch. 
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The few other finds recovered are of post-medieval or probable post-medieval or 

modern date and are incidental to the significant archaeology on the site. 

6.7 The requirement for further work 

The requirement for further work to achieve a finished finds report is considered to be 

limited. The finds consist of a large quantity of prehistoric worked flint of Neolithic and 

Bronze Age date, burnt flint, together with some other heated stones, which can be 

dated to the same prehistoric period as the worked flint and a very few other finds that 

are, or are likely to be, of post-medieval or modern date. 

The worked flint has a full report which, of itself, needs no further additional work. The 

burnt flint and heated stone have a short report which probably does not require 

further work as almost all is simply burnt flint, the date and distribution (limited to a 

few features) of which has been briefly discussed. There appears probably little merit 

in pursuing identifications of the few other heated stone fragments as their small 

number suggests they probably represent incidental pieces which were heated along 

with the flint.

The other, relatively recent, finds are few and incidental to the prehistoric archaeology 

so that they also probably do not merit further attention. 

The few other finds recovered are of post-medieval or probable post-medieval or 

modern date and are incidental to the significant archaeology on the site. 
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dated to the same prehistoric period as the worked flint and a very few other finds that 

are, or are likely to be, of post-medieval or modern date.

The worked flint has a full report which, of itself, needs no further additional work. The 

burnt flint and heated stone have a short reportrttttttttttt w ww w ww w wwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwhich probably does not require 
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number suggests they probaaaabababaababaabaaabaabaababaaaaaaablbblblblblblblblblbblblblbbbbblbb y yy y yyyyyy yyy yyyy yy rerereeerererererererererererererereerrrerrrr pprpprprprppppppprprppppppprp esent incidental pieces which were heated along 

with the flint.

The other, relatively recent, finds are few and incidental to the prehistoric archaeology

so that they also probably do not merit further attention. 



28

7. Discussion  

The excavation has identified possible evidence of Mesolithic or Neolithic activity, in 

the form of a small finds assemblage, being present as residual deposits in later 

features.

The main phase of activity on the site occurred in the Bronze Age period with the 

sparse scatter of pits probably being focused upon the small ring ditch 0006. Although 

no burial was identified in the central pit 0159 these two features are thought to be 

evidence of a barrow. The lack of domestic material in the finds assemblage also 

supports the interpretation that activity on the site was of a funerary nature.

This prehistoric activity, particularly in regard to its apparent funerary nature, is clearly 

related to the contemporary evidence seen in the recent excavations by SCCAS of 

the two ring ditches, COG 004 and 0005, on the former rugby pitch to the north-west 

(Muldowney in prep). In addition to the two main ring ditches, a smaller example of 

very similar size and appearance to 0006 was identified adjacent to COG 004. 

Evidence of human skeletal remains was also absent in these excavations, although 

one of the burial pits contained grave goods, and this lack would seem due to the 

acidic nature of the natural subsoils. 

Following the prehistoric period there is no evidence of any activity on the site until 

the post-medieval period. Ditches 0007, 0118 and probably 0131 are most likely of 

this date and, lying in open agricultural land, probably mark former field boundaries. 

8. Conclusions and significance of the fieldwork 

The excavation has identified evidence of funerary activity in the Bronze Age period, 

with a possible earlier phase of occupation in the Mesolithic/Early Neolithic. The 

evidence on the site, particularly ring ditch 0006, is part of a wider landscape of 

Bronze Age funerary activity, with several other known ring ditches lying immediately 

to the north-west.   

7. Discussion  
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evidence of a barrow. The lack of domestic material in the finds assemblage also

supports the interpretation that activity on the site was of a funerary nature.

This prehistoric activity, particularly in regard to its apparent funerary nature, is clearly 
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acidic nature of the natural subsoils. 

Following the prehistoric period there is no evidence of any activity on the site until 

the post-medieval period. Ditches 0007, 0118 and probably 0131 are most likely of 

this date and, lying in open agricultural land, probably mark former field boundaries. 
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Bronze Age funerary activity, with several other known ring ditches lying immediately

to the north-west.   
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S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E  -  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T E A M  

Brief and Specification for an Archaeological Excavation 

LAND OFF BURES ROAD, GREAT CORNARD 

Although this document is fundamental to the work of the specialist archaeological 
contractor the developer should be aware that certain of its requirements are likely to 
impinge upon the working practices of a general building contractor and may have 
financial implications, for example see paragraphs 2.1 & 4.11. The commissioning body 
may also have Health & Safety and other responsibilities, see paragraphs 1.7 & 1.8 

1. Background

1.1 Consent has been granted for development (B/03/01504/FUL).  The planning 
authority have applied a PPG 16, paragraph 30 condition to the consent. 

1.2 The development area has been archaeologically evaluated and the report adequately 
describes the archaeology of the site (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, 
Report No. 2006/037; Suffolk Sites and Monuments Record no. COG 025) 

1.3 In order to comply with the planning condition the prospective developer has 
requested a brief and specification for the archaeological recording of archaeological 
deposits which will be affected by development. 

1.4 There is a presumption that all archaeological work specified for the whole area will 
be undertaken by the same body, whether the fieldwork takes place in phases or not.  
There is similarly a presumption that further analysis and post-excavation work to 
final report stage will be carried through by the excavating body.  Any variation from 
this principle would require a justification which would show benefit to the 
archaeological process. 

1.5 Detailed standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are to be found in 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England, Occasional Papers 14, East 
Anglian Archaeology, 2003. 

1.6 All arrangements for field excavation of the site, the timing of the work, and access to 
the site, are to be negotiated with the commissioning body. 
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1.7 Before any archaeological site work can commence it is the responsibility of the 
developer to provide the archaeological contractor with either the contaminated land 
report for the site or a written statement that there is no contamination.  The
developer should be aware that investigative sampling to test for contamination is 
likely to have an impact on any archaeological deposits that exist; proposals for 
sampling should be discussed with this office before execution. 

1.8  The responsibility for identifying any restraints on field-work (e.g. Scheduled 
Monument status, Listed Building status, public utilities or other services, tree 
preservation orders, SSSIs, wildlife sites &c.) rests with the commissioning body and 
its archaeological contractor. The existence and content of the archaeological brief 
does not over-ride such restraints or imply that the target area is freely available. 

2. Brief for the Archaeological Project

2.1 In the area defined in red on Figure 1, archaeological excavation, as specified in 
Section 3, is to be carried out prior to development.  The precise location of the area is 
relative to the recorded positions of the evaluation trenches.  Figure 1 is purely 
indicative. The exact definition of the excavation area is to be agreed on site with the 
Conservation Team of SCCAS. 

2.2 The excavation objective will be to provide a record of all archaeological deposits 
which would otherwise be damaged or removed by development, including services 
and landscaping permitted by any future detailed consent. 

2.3 The academic objective will centre upon the high potential for this site to produce 
evidence for prehistoric settlement. 

2.4 In addition to the formal archaeological excavation there will be a programme of 
systematic archaeological monitoring of selected development works where the 
evaluation has shown the presence of archaeological features.  This work is specified 
in Section 4.  [The precise areas for the work cannot be defined until detailed planning 
application is made and approved.  For costing purposes an indicative estimate of 
works is made.] 

2.5 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 
Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2).  Excavation is to 
be followed by the preparation of a full archive, and an assessment of potential for 
analysis and publication.  Analysis and final report preparation will follow assessment 
and will be the subject of a further brief and updated project design. 

2.6 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the total 
execution of the project. A Project Design or Written Scheme of Investigation 
(PD/WSI) based upon this brief and the accompanying outline specification of 
minimum requirements, is an essential requirement. This must be submitted by the 
developers, or their agent, to the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of 
Suffolk County Council (Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 
01284 352443) for approval. The work must not commence until this office has 
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approved both the archaeological contractor as suitable to undertake the work, and the 
PD/WSI as satisfactory. The PD/WSI will provide the basis for measurable standards
and will be used to establish whether the requirements of the planning condition will 
be adequately met. An important aspect of the PD/WSI will be an assessment of the 
project in relation to the Regional Research Framework (Research and Archaeology: 
A Framework for the Eastern Counties, 1. resource assessment, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 3, 1997; Research and Archaeology: A Framework for 
the Eastern Counties, 2. research agenda and strategy, E.A.A. Occasional Paper 8, 
2000).

2.7 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of Suffolk County 
Council's Archaeological Service (SCCAS) five working days notice of the 
commencement of ground works on the site, in order that the work of the 
archaeological contractor may be monitored. The method and form of development 
will also be monitored to ensure that it conforms to previously agreed locations and 
techniques upon which this brief is based. 

3. Specification for the Archaeological Excavation
 The excavation methodology will form part of the Project Design and is to be agreed 

in detail before the project commences; defined minimum criteria in this outline are to 
be met or exceeded: 

3.1 The area marked in red on the attached map (subject to the provisos set out in para. 
2.1) is to be archaeologically excavated.

3.2 Plough soil and hillwash deposits can be removed by machine with a toothless bucket 
to the top of the first archaeological level. 

3.3 Fully excavate all features that are, or could be interpreted as, structural.  Post-holes, 
and pits that may be interpreted as post-holes, must be examined in section and then 
fully excavated. Fabricated surfaces within the excavation area (e.g. paths, yards, 
hearths & floors) must be fully exposed and cleaned. Any variation from this process 
can only be made by agreement with a member of the Conservation Team of SCCAS, 
and must be confirmed in writing. 

3.4 All other features must be sufficiently examined to establish, where possible, their 
date and function.  For guidance: 

a)  A minimum of 50% of the fills of the general features is be excavated. Note that it 
is likely that prehistoric features e.g. especially pits, are likely to require full 
excavation.

b)  Between 10% and 20% of the fills of substantial linear features (ditches etc) are to 
be excavated, the samples must be representative of the available length of the 
feature and must take into account any variations in the shape or fill of the feature 
and any concentrations of artefacts. Any variations from this practice are to be 
agreed [ if necessary on site ] with the Conservation Team. 

Any variation from this process can only be made by agreement with a member of the 
Conservation Team of SCCAS, and must be confirmed in writing. 
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3.2 Plough soil and hillwash ddddddddddddddddepepepepepepepepepeppepepepeppepeepepeepepeepepoososoooooosoososooooooooo ititititititititiiititiitititititiiitittititits s ss s s ss ss ssssssssss caccacccccccaccc n be removed by machine with a toothless bucket 
to the top of the first archaeaeololololololololoolololollolollolollllogogogogogogogogogogogogogoggoooooooooooo iiiiiiciciiiiiii al level. 

3.3 Fully excavate all features that are, or could be interpreted as, structural.  Post-holes, 
and pits that may be interpreted as post-holes, must be examined in section and then 
fully excavated. Fabricated surfaces within the excavation area (e.g. paths, yards, 
hearths & floors) must be fully exposed and cleaned. Any variation from this process 
can only be made by agreement with a member of the Conservation Team of SCCAS,
and must be confirmed in writing. 

3.4 All other features must be sufficiently examined to establish, where possible, their 
date and funnnnnnnnnnnnnnunnnnnnnnnnncctctctctctctctctcctcccctctccttcc ioi n.  For guidance:

a)  A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAA mimimimimimimimimimimimmimimimimimimimmimimmmmmm nininininininininininiiinininninniinimumumumummummmumumumumummumummmmuummmmmmm mm of 50% of the fills of the general features is be excavated. . NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNoNoNoNNNoNNN teteteteteeteteteteteteteetetttt  ttttt t tttttttttthahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhhhhh t tttttttttttttttttt iitiiiiiii  
isisisisisisisisisisisisisisiississsis l l l ll lll l l l llllllikikikikikikikikikikikkkkikkkkikkikkkkkkkeleelelelelelelellleleelelllelelee yy that prehistoric features e.g. especially pits, are likely to oo ooo oo o o o ooo ooooooo rerererererererererrerererrrr ququqququququququququqquqquqquququququqqqq iririririririririririririrrrii eeeee eeeee fuf ll 
exexexexeeexexexxxexexexeeexexexexeexexxxexexeee ccccccaccccccc vation.

b)b   Between 10% and 20% of the fills of substantial linear feaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatututututututututututututututututuuttuttututuutuuttutuuurerererererrerererererereererr s s ssssssss (d(d(d(d(d(d(d(d(d(d(d(d(dd(d(dd(d(d(dd(d((dditititititititiititittitiiitii chc es etc) are to 
be excavated, the samples must be representative of the avavvvvvvvvvvavvvvvvvvaiaiaiaiaiaaiaiaiaiaiiiaiaaiaiaiaaaaaa lllallllllll ble length of the
feature and must take into account any variations in the shape or fill of the feature r
and any concentrations of artefacts. Any variations from this practice are to be
agreed [ if necessary on site ] with the Conservation Team. 

Any variation from this process can only be made by agreement with a member of the
Conservation Team of SCCAS, and must be confirmed in writing. 
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3.5 Collect and prepare environmental samples (by sieving or flotation as appropriate). 
The Project Design must provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving 
artefacts, biological remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic 
investigations), and samples of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and 
other pedological/sedimentological analyses. Advice on the appropriateness of the 
proposed strategies will be sought from P Murphy, English Heritage Regional Adviser 
for Archaeological Science (East of England). A guide to sampling archaeological 
deposits (Murphy and Wiltshire 1994) is available from the Conservation Team of 
SCCAS.

3.6 A finds recovery policy is to be agreed before the project commences.  It should be 
addressed by the Project Design.  Use of a metal detector will form an essential part of 
finds recovery.  Sieving of occupation levels and building fills will be expected. 

3.7 All finds will be collected and processed.  No discard policy will be considered until 
the whole body of finds has been evaluated. 

3.8 All ceramic, bone and stone artefacts to be cleaned and processed concurrently with 
the excavation to allow immediate evaluation and input into decision making. 

3.9 Metal artefacts must be stored and managed on site in accordance with UK Institute of 
Conservators Guidelines and evaluated for significant dating and cultural implications 
before despatch to a conservation laboratory within 4 weeks of excavation. 

3.10 Human remains are to be treated at all stages with care and respect, and are to be dealt 
with in accordance with the law. They must be recorded in situ and subsequently 
lifted, packed and marked to standards compatible with those described in the Institute 
of Field Archaeologists' Technical Paper 13: Excavation and post-excavation 
treatment of Cremated and Inhumed Human Remains, by McKinley & Roberts. 
Proposals for the final disposition of remains following study and analysis will be 
required in the Project Design. 

3.11 Plans of the archaeological features on the site should normally be drawn at 1:20 or 
1:50, depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded.  Sections should be 
drawn at 1:10 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded.  Any 
variations from this must be agreed with the Conservation Team. 

3.12 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome 
photographs and colour transparencies. 

3.13 Excavation record keeping is to be consistent with the requirements Suffolk County 
Council's Sites and Monuments Record and compatible with its archive.  Methods 
must be agreed with the Conservation Team of SCCAS. 

4. Brief for Archaeological Monitoring

COG 025 app 1 brief.doc Suffolk County Archaeological Service 09/03/10 
Page 4 of 9 

3.5 Collect and prprprprprpprprprpprpppprpppppppppppp epare environmental samples (by sieving or flotation as appropriate)e)e)e)e))e)e)e))e)e)e))))e))e)))e)e)))... ....
The Projjjecececcecececececececececcccececcecceceeeect t t t t t t t t t tt ttt ttt tttt DeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeeeDeeeeeeeeeeDeesiss gn must provide details of the sampling strategies for retriievevevevevevevevevevevevevevevvvveveee innininininininininininininiiniininngg g g g ggggggggggf
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3.6 A finds recovery policy is to be agreed before the project commences.  It should be
addressed by the Project Design.  Use of a metal detector will form an essential part of 
finds recovery.  Sieving of occupation levels and building fills will be expected. 

3.7 All finds will be collected and processed.  No discard policy will be considered until 
the whole body of finds has been evaluated. 

3.8 All ceramic, bone and stone artefacts to be cleanananannnnnnnnnnnned and processed concurrently with 
the excavation to allow immediate evaluation aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnddnddndndnndnddndddnn iiiii iii  npn ut into decision making. 
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before despatch to a conservatioooooooooooooooon nnnnnnnnnnnnn nn n n n nnnnnn lalallalalalalalalaaaaalallalalaaa oobobobobobobobobobbobbobobobobobooboboorarararararararaaarararararararararararraaraaaaaaaaatototottottttototototttttttotttt ry within 4 weeks of excavation. 

3.10 Human remains are to be ttttttttttrerererererereeerererererererrerereererrrrrr aatatataaaataataatata edededdeddedededededededdeddedededddedededede  a a aa aa aaaaaaaaatt tt all stages with care and respect, and are to be dealt 
with in accordance with ththhe e e eeeeeeeeeeeee eee eee llllalllllllll w. They must be recorded in situ and subsequently
lifted, packed and marked to standards compatible with those described in the Institute 
of Field Archaeologists' Technical Paper 13: Excavation and post-excavation 
treatment of Cremated and Inhumed Human Remains, by McKinley & Roberts. 
Proposals for the final disposition of remains following study and analysis will be
required in the Project Design. 

3.11 Plans of the archaeological features on the site should normally be drawn at 1:20 or 
1:50, depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded.  Sections should be a
drawn at 1:11111111110 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded.  AnAnnnnnnnnnnnnnny yyyyyyyyyy
variationsns f ffffffffff fffffffffffffrorororrorororororororororororoororororororoooorrrr mmmmm mmmmmmmm this must be agreed with the Conservation Team. 
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3.3.3.3.3.33333.3.3.3.3.3.33.333333.1313131313113131313133131331311311  E E E E EEEEE EEE EEEEE EEExcx avation record keeping is to be consistent with the requuiriremmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmemmmeneneneneneneneneneneneenenneeeneeee tstststststststssstssssstsssssts S S S S SS SS SSSSSSSSSSS SS SSSSSSuuuuufuuufuuuuu folk County
Council's Sites and Monuments Record and compatible withththththhhhththhthhhhhhhhhthhthhhhhhh i iii ii iiiiiiiii itstststststssststststsstssstststssststttt  a a a a a aa aaa a aa a aarrrrrrcrrrrrrr hive.  Methods 
must be agreed with the Conservation Team of SCCAS. 

4. Brief for Archaeological Monitoring
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4.1 To provide a record of archaeological deposits which are not to be archaeologically 
excavated prior to development but which will be damaged or removed by any 
development [including services and landscaping] permitted by the current planning 
consent.

4.2 To carry out the monitoring work the developer will appoint an archaeologist (the 
observing archaeologist) who must be approved by the Conservation Team of SCCAS. 

4.3 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of SCCAS 48-
hours notice of the commencement of site works. 

4.4 A contingency allowance must be made to cover archaeological costs incurred in 
monitoring the development works.  The size of the contingency should be estimated 
by the approved archaeological observer, on the basis of the work specified below and 
the contractor's timetable and working practices. 

4.5 The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to both Conservation Team 
of SCCAS and an ‘observing archaeologist’ to allow archaeological observation of 
building and engineering operations which disturb the ground. 

4.6 Opportunity must be given to the ‘observing archaeologist’ to hand excavate any 
discrete archaeological features, which appear during earth moving operations, 
retrieve finds and make measured records as necessary. 

4.7 The ‘observing archaeologist’ will not be entitled to enforce specific delays and hold 
ups to the work of the contractor other than those previously agreed and set out in the 
Project Design.  If delays prove desirable to the archaeological recording process they 
should be arranged by mutual agreement with the contractor. 

4.8 All archaeological features must be planned at a minimum scale of 1:50 on a plan 
showing the proposed layout of the development. 

4.9 All contexts must be numbered and finds recorded by context. 

4.10 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and 
approved by, the County Sites and Monument Record. 

4.11 The precise monitoring works required cannot be specified until detailed development 
plans are formulated.  The principal aim will be to trace the line and extent of ditches 
or other features that are encountered the main excavation, as well as the investigation 
of features that are revealed by chance. Working practices are to be defined in the 
Project Design.  For the purposes of providing an indication of the scale of work and 
comparable quotations for this work it is suggested that for this application area a 
minimum of attendances on site will be: 

  2 attendances of one day each 

4.12 The results of this monitoring must be recorded in a manner consistent with the main 
excavated areas and incorporated into the archive record. 

5. General Management
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4.4 A contingency allowance must be made to cover archaeological costs incurred in
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4.5 The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to both Conservation Team 
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building and engineering operations which disturb the ground.
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 2 attendances of one day each

4.12 The results of this monitoring must be recorded in a manner consistent with the main
excavated areas and incorporated into the archive record. 

5. General Management
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5.1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work 
commences. 

5.2 Monitoring of the archaeological work will be undertaken by the Conservation Team 
of SCCAS.  Where projects require more than a total of two man-days on site 
monitoring and two man-days post-excavation monitoring, a contribution may be 
requested to assist with the expenses of carrying out the monitoring (currently 
expected to be in the region of £150 per day, but to be agreed at the time that the 
project takes place), it would be helpful if provision could be made for this in all 
costings.  [A decision on the monitoring required will be made by the Conservation 
Team on submission of the accepted Project Design.] 

5.3 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any 
subcontractors). For the site director and other staff likely to have a major 
responsibility for the post-excavation processing of this site there must be a statement 
of their responsibilities for post-excavation work on other archaeological sites. 

5.4 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment 
and management strategy for this particular site. 

5.5 The Project Design must include proposed security measures to protect the site and 
both excavated and unexcavated finds from vandalism and theft. 

5.6 Provision for the reinstatement of the ground and filling of dangerous holes must be 
detailed in the Project Design. 

5.7 Developers should be aware of the possibility of human burials being found. If this 
eventuality occurs they must comply with the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial 
Act 1857; and the .archaeologist should be informed by ‘Guidance for best practice 
for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian burial grounds in England’
(English Heritage & the Church of England 2005) which includes sensible baseline 
standards which are likely to apply whatever the location, age or denomination of a 
burial.

5.8 The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Desk-based Assessments and for Field Evaluations should be used for additional 
guidance in the execution of the project and in drawing up the report. 

6. Archive Requirements

6.1 Within four weeks of the end of field-work a timetable for post-excavation work must 
be produced. Following this a written statement of progress on post -excavation work 
whether archive, assessment, analysis or final report writing will be required at three 
monthly intervals.  

6.2 An archive of all records and finds is to be prepared consistent with the principle of 
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2),
particularly Appendix 3.  However, the detail of the archive is to be fuller than that 
implied in MAP2 Appendix 3.2.1.  The archive is to be sufficiently detailed to allow 
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momomomomomomomommomomomomooooomomoninninnininininininininininininininnnininninn tototottototototottototttot riring and two man-days post-excavation monitoring, a connnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrt ibibibibibibibibibibibbbbbbibbbbbutututututututututututututututututiooiooioioioioioiooioiooiooioioioioiooooonnnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn may be 
rererererererererererereererreereererrequqquq eested to assist with the expenses of carrying out the momomomomomomomomomomomomoommomomomoomommomomomoomm ninininininininiinininininiininininn tototototototototoooooooooooririririririririririiriririririririrrirrrirrrrrrr ngngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  (currently 
expected to be in the region of £150 per day, but to be agreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeedddd ddddddddddddddddd atatatatatatatattatatatatatatatatttatattata t tttttttttt t t t ttttttttthhhhhehehhhhehehhhhhhhhh  time that the 
project takes place), it would be helpful if provision could beeeeeeeee mmmmm m m mmmmmm mmmm made for this in all 
costings.  [A decision on the monitoring required will be made by the Conservation 
Team on submission of the accepted Project Design.] 

5.3 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any
subcontractors). For the site director and other staff likely to have a major 
responsibility for the post-excavation processing of this site there must be a statement 
of their responsibilities for post-excavation work on other archaeological sites.

5.4 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment 
and management strategy for this particular sitee. .   

5.5 The Project Design must include proposossssssssssssededededededededededdededededdddedddde  s s s sssecececececececcecececececcecceeeeccceeee ururururuurururururururuururururuuuuruuuuuuu iiiitiiitii y measures to protect the site and 
both excavated and unexcavated findsdsssssssss ff fffffff f f f fffff ffffffrororororororororororoorooroorrrroor m m m m m m m m m m m mmmmmmmmm vavavavavavavavavavvavavvvvavavavavavaaanndndalism and theft. 

5.6 Provision for the reinstatemenenenenenenennnnnennnnnenent t t ttt ttttt ttttt tt ofofofofofofofofofofofoffffofofofofooo  t tt ttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheehehhhehhhhhhhe g ggggggggggrround and filling of dangerous holes must be
detailed in the Project Desiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiigngngngngngngngngngngggngngngnggngnnngngnngnggg .

5.7 Developers should be awaree of the possibility of human burials being found. If this
eventuality occurs they must comply with the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial 
Act 1857; and the .archaeologist should be informed by ‘Guidance for best practice
for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian burial grounds in England’
(English Heritage & the Church of England 2005) which includes sensible baseline 
standards which are likely to apply whatever the location, age or denomination of a
burial.

5.8 The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Desk-basedddddd A AA AA AAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAAssessments and for Field Evaluationsr  should be used for additiononononnnnnnnnnnnonnnnnnnnnnnaaaalalalaaaaaaaaa  
guidanceeeeceeeeeeeeeee ii i iiiiiiiiii iiiii innn n nnnnnn nn nnnnnnnnn thththththththththththththhthhhhthhhththhtt e eeee e eeeee e eeee eeee exe ecution of the project and in drawing up the report. 

6. ArArArArArArrArArArArArArrArrrrAArA chchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchhchchchhhchhhc ivivivivivivivivivvvvvivvvve eeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeee RRReRRRRRRRReRRRRRRRRR quirements

6.66.6.6.66.66.66666.6.6.6.6 1 1 111 11111 111111111 WiWiWiWiWiWiWiWiWWiWiWiWWiWiWiWiWWWWWWW thtththttththththttththin four weeks of the end of field-work a timetable for post-exexexexexexexexxxexxexxexexexexxexeexexexeexeeexeexe cacacacacacacacacacacacacacacaacaccaaccaccacaccaavavavavavavavavavavavavvavavavavaaaaaaaatitittititititititititititiittittiittttittitt onononononononononononoonoooooooo  work must 
beb  produced. Following this a written statement of progress ononononnonnnnnononnnononononnnonononnnnnnnn ppppppp p p ppppp pppososososososoosososoosssososossssst tt tt t tttt ttttt ttttt ttt -e-e-e-eeee-e-ee-e-e-e-ee-eeexcxx avation work 
whether archive, assessment, analysis or final report writing wwilililililililililiililllililillill l l l llll lllllll llllllll bbbbbbbebbbbbbbbb  required at three 
monthly intervals. 

6.2 An archive of all records and finds is to be prepared consistent with the principle of 
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2),
particularly Appendix 3.  However, the detail of the archive is to be fuller than that 
implied in MAP2 Appendix 3.2.1.  The archive is to be sufficiently detailed to allow 
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comprehension and further interpretation of the site should the project not proceed to 
detailed analysis and final report preparation.  It must be adequate to perform the 
function of a final archive for lodgement in the County SMR or museum. 

6.3 A clear statement of the form, intended content, and standards of the archive is to be 
submitted for approval as an essential requirement of the Project Design (see 2.5). 

6.4 The site archive quoted at MAP2 Appendix 3, must satisfy the standard set by the 
“Guideline for the preparation of site archives and assessments of all finds other than 
fired clay vessels” of the Roman Finds Group and the Finds Research Group AD700-
1700 (1993). 

6.5 Pottery should be recorded and archived to a standard comparable with 6.3 above, i.e. 
The Study of Later Prehistoric Pottery: General Policies and Guidelines for Analysis 
and Publication, Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group Occasional Paper 1 (1991, rev 
1997), the Guidelines for the archiving of Roman Pottery,  Study Group for Roman 
Pottery (ed. M G Darling 1994) and the Minimum Standards for the Processing, 
Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery 
Research Group Occasional Paper 2 (2001). 

6.6 All coins must be identified and listed as a minimum archive requirement. 

6.7 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and 
approved by, the County Sites and Monuments Record.  All record drawings of 
excavated evidence are to be presented in drawn up form, with overall site plans.  All 
records must be on an archivally stable and suitable base. 

6.8 A complete copy of the site record archive must be deposited with the County Sites 
and Monuments Record within 12 months of the completion of fieldwork.  It will then 
become publicly accessible. 

6.9 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute 
Conservators Guidelines. 

6.10 Every effort must be made to get the agreement of the landowner/developer to the 
deposition of the finds with the County SMR or a museum in Suffolk which satisfies 
Museum and Galleries Commission requirements, as an indissoluble part of the full 
site archive.  If this is not achievable for all or parts of the finds archive then provision 
must be made for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as 
appropriate.  If the County SMR is the repository for finds there will be a charge made 
for storage, and it is presumed that this will also be true for storage of the archive in a 
museum. 

6.11 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project, a summary report in the 
established format, suitable for inclusion in the annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ 
section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for Archaeology journal, must be 
prepared and included in the project report, or submitted to the Conservation Team by 
the end of the calendar year in which the evaluation work takes place, whichever is the 
sooner.
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6.5 Pottery should be recorded and archived to a standard comparable with 6.3 above, i.e. 
The Study of Later Prehistoric Pottery: General Policies and Guidelines for Analysis 
and Publication, Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group Occasional Paper 1 (1991, rev
1997), the Guidelines for the archiving of Roman Pottery,  Study Group for Roman 
Pottery (ed. M G Darling 1994) and the Minimum Standards for the Processing, 
Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery 
Research Group Occasional Paper 2 (2001).
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excavated evidence are to beeee ppp pp pppppppp ppppp p pppppprererrerererererererererererererrerereesssesesesesssessssentntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnntnttntnntededededededdedededededdedddddededee iiiiiiii iiin drawn up form, with overall site plans.  All
records must be on an archhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhivvivivivivivivvivivivivivviviviiviviiviviivi alalalalaalalalalalalaalalaalaallaa lylylylylylylylylylylylylylyllyylyyyyyyyyyyyyyy s s ss s ssss ssssss ss sttttatatatatatatatatattatattaatat bbblbbbbbb e and suitable base. 

6.8 A complete copy of the site record archive must be deposited with the County Sites
and Monuments Record within 12 months of the completion of fieldwork.  It will then 
become publicly accessible. 

6.9 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute 
Conservators Guidelines. 

6.10 Every effort must be made to get the agreement of the landowner/developer to the 
deposition of the finds with the County SMR or a museum in Suffolk which satisfies 
Museum aandndndndndnddddnddddndndndddndndddddnnndd G G      alleries Commission requirements, as an indissoluble part of the fufufufufufufufufufufuufuufufufuufuuuuuuufullllllllllllllllll  
site archiihihiiiiiiiiiih vevevvvevevevevevevevevevevevevvveveevee.  I I IIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIff fff f f ffff f ffffffff fff ththt is is not achievable for all or parts of the finds archive then ppppproroooooooooooviviviviviviiviviivivivivivivivivivv sisisisisisisisisisisisisisssss ononononononononononononnnonnonnonnoooonoooo  
muuststtttttttttttt bbbb bb b bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee mamamamamamammamamamamamamamamammamamammmammammaamm dddededdeddedddeddddeddd  for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, aaananananaananananananaaaalylylylylylylylylylylylyyyyylyyysisisisisisisisisisisisisiisisis)ss)s)s)s)s)s)s)s)s)s)s))s)s))s))s)s)s)ss)s)s)s))) aa   aa a a a as 
apapapapapapapapapapappappappappprprpprprprprprprprprpprrprppprprprprrrprppp opopopopopopopopopopopopopopooopooooopppppriririririririririririiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiatatatatatatatattatattatatataaaa e.  If the County SMR is the repository for finds there will be aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa cc c ccccccccccc cccc ccccc chahahahahahahahahahahhahahahahahahaaahaahaaaargrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrrgrrgge e ee e eee ee eeeee mmmmmammmmm de 
fofofofofofofofoffofofoffffoffof r rrrrrrrr rrr r rrr ststststststsststststststtsststtsttttstororoooooooooooooo age, and it is presumed that this will also be true for storage oooof f f ff ff f ff f ff fff ffffff f thththththththththththththththtththhttttt ee ee  arararararrararararararararararararararaarrchchchchchchchchchchchchhchhcccccc ivi e in a 
mumumumumumumumumummumummummumummmmm ssssssesssss um.

6.66.6.6.6.6.666.6.6.6.6.66666666666.1111111111111111111111111111111  Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project, a suuuuuuuuuuusummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ary report in the 
established format, suitable for inclusion in the annual ‘Archhaeology in Suffolk’
section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for Archaeology journal, must be 
prepared and included in the project report, or submitted to the Conservation Team by 
the end of the calendar year in which the evaluation work takes place, whichever is the
sooner.

COG 025 app 1 brief doc Suffolk County Archaeological Service 09/03/10



8

7. Report Requirements

7.1 A report on the fieldwork and archive must be provided consistent with the principle 
of MAP2, particularly Appendix 4.  The report must be integrated with the archive. 

7.2 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished 
from its archaeological interpretation. 

7.3 An important element of the report will be a description of the methodology. 

7.4 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must 
include non-technical summaries.  

7.5 The report will give an opinion as to the potential and necessity for further analysis of 
the excavation data beyond the archive stage, and the suggested requirement for 
publication; it will refer to the Regional Research Framework (see above, 2.5).  
Further analysis will not be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 
assessed and the need for further work is established.  Analysis and publication can be 
neither developed in detail or costed in detail until this brief and specification is 
satisfied, however, the developer should be aware that there may be a responsibility to 
provide a publication of the results of the programme of work. 

7.6 The assessment report must be presented within six months of the completion of 
fieldwork unless other arrangements are negotiated with the project sponsor and the 
Conservation Team of SCCAS 

7.7 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record  http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ must be initiated and key fields completed 
on Details, Location and Creators forms. 

7.8  All parts of the OASIS online form must be completed for submission to the SMR. 
This should include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy should 
also be included with the archive). 
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Specification by: Edward Martin 

Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
Environment and Transport Department 
Shire Hall 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk IP33 2AR     Tel:  01284 352442 

Date: 13 October 2006    Reference: Cornard Bures Rd 06 

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date.  If 
work is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the 
authority should be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued. 

If the work defined by this brief forms a part of a programme of archaeological 
work required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the 
Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, 
who have the responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority. 
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Specification by: Edward Martin

Suffolk County Couououououuuououuouuuuouuuuuuuuo ncncncnncncnncncncncncncncnccnnnnccnnnnnn ili  
Archaeologicalalalalalaalalaalall S S S SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSerererereerererererererrererrereee vivivivivivivivivvivivivivivivivivivviivivvvivicececececececececececeececceccececeeceeceecececeec  CCConservation Team 
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Date: 13 October 2006    Reference: Cornard Bures Rd 06 

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date.  If 
work is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the 
authority should be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued. 

If the work defined by this brief forms a part oooooooooooooooooooooooooof f f ff ffffff fff fffff f ffff aaa aa aaaaaaaaaa prprprprprprprprrrrprrprrrprprprprrprprrrogogogogogooogogogogogogogooogoooooooo ramme of archaeological 
work required by a Planning Condition, thhhhhhhhhhhhhhe ee ee eeeeeeeee eeeee rerrerererererereerereesususususususususususususuusuuusususususussuultltllllltltltltltlttltltltlllltllttll s ssss must be considered by the
Conservation Team of the Archaeologigiigggggggggggg cacacacacacacaacacacacacaacaaacaacacaaal llll l l l ll llll llllllll SeSeSeSeeSeSeSeeSeSeSeeSeSeSeSeSeSeeeeeeeervrvrvrvrrvrvrvrrvrrrrvrvrrvrvrrrrr iiiiiiiiciiiiice of Suffolk County Council, 
who have the responsibility for advisisisiiiiiiiiiiiingngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngnnnngngnnnnnnn t t t ttttttttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheeeeeheheeeehee a aa aa a a aaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaapppppppppppppppppppppp ropriate Planning Authority. 
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Appendix 4: Burnt flint and other heated stone 

Context Cut
no. context Burnt flint 

No.
Burnt flint Wt. 

(g)
heated stone 

No.
heated stone 

Wt. (g)  
0102 Plough soil 3 54
0116 0006 Ring ditch 3 54
0107 0006 Ring ditch 8 91
0169 0006 Ring ditch 2 18
1070 0006 Ring ditch 2 64
0147 0146 Pit 2 14
0150 0149 Pit 22 340 1 34
0160 0159 Pit/grave 1 13
0164 0163 Pit 29 469 3 20

Totals 69 1063 4 54

Appenddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiixxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  444444444444444444::::::::::::::: BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBuuuuurnt flint and other heated stone 

  CoooCooooooooooooontntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntttntttnnntexexexexexexexexexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxtttttttttttttttttttt CCCCCuCCCCCCCuCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC tt
non . context Burnt flint 

No.
Burnt flint Wt.

(g)
heated stone

No.
heeeeeeatatatatatatatatatataaaaaatatatatattttatatedededededededeededdeededededddddded ss sss sssssssssssssssssssstototototototototoootoototoototototootoootooonnnnnennnnnenenennnnnn  

WtWWWWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWWWWWtWtWtWWWWW ..... ... . (g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(g(gg(gg((g((g(g(g) ))))  
100101010100101010011111111010 0202020202020202020202020000020200202002022200000 Plough soil 3 54

01010000000101101001000000000 16 0006 Ring ditch 3 54
0107 0006 Ring ditch 8 91
0169 0006 Ring ditch 2 18
1070 0006 Ring ditch 2 64
0147 0146 Pit 2 14
0150 0149 Pit 22 340 1 34
0160 0159 Pit/grave 1 13
0164 0163 Pit 29 469 3 20

Totals 69 1063 4 54


