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Summary

An archaeological monitoring of site stripping at Great Whelnetham Primary School
did not locate any archaeological evidence or features.

Introduction

A series of visits was made to the site from 30th November to 2nd December 2004 to
monitor the groundworks for an extension to the school. The work was carried out to
a Brief and Specification issued by R.D. Carr (Suffolk County Council
Archaeological Service, Conservation Team) to fulfil a planning condition on
application SE/04/2322/P. The work was funded by the developer, Suffolk County
Council.

Interest in the site was based upon its general location within the village (Fig. 1). The
site lies 45m to the south-east of the medieval church and churchyard of St Thomas
a’Becket (WLG 006) and 140m to the north-west of the moated enclosure of Great
Whelnetham Hall (WLG 001). Therefore as the site lay within the core of the
medieval settlement there was potential for the development to affect Saxon and
medieval occupation evidence.

Methodology and Results

The development consisted of the demolition of an existing extension to the school
and its replacement with a larger structure. Other planned works covered by the
planning application, such as an extended carpark, had been cancelled.

The monitored work therefore consisted of the site strip for the new extension, an area
measuring c.375 sqm, which was occupied by the old extension and the tarmac
playground. The site was excavated by a machine equipped with a ditching bucket
under the observation of an archaeologist. This involved the removal of 0.1-0.25m of
modern tarmac and hardcore, which was laid directly upon the natural subsoil, a thick
dark brown/grey/green clay. No archaeological features were observed.

Discussion

The site had clearly been truncated to some extent as the modern playground lay
directly over the subsoil. However the depth of truncation was probably slight as the
groundlevels were comparable with the surrounding landscape. The site strip clearly
showed a complete absence of any archaeological features or material, indicating an
absence of occupation of any period within this specific area of the village.
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Figure 1. Site location plan
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