oV a?

Decoy Farm,
Melton,
Suffolk

Archaeological Record
OASIS Ref ¢1-53411

Leigh Alston MA (Oxon)
Architectural Historian
4 Nayland Road
Bures St Mary
Suffolk COS8 5BX K
"
N 2o
ovember 2008 &?
o 2
00 \O

o®
e°\




igh A. Alston MA (Oxon)
chitectural Historian

Tel. (01787) 228016
E-Mail: leigh.alston@pvirgin.net

This report provides a written and photographzc record at English Heritage (2006) Level 2 of
a complex of farm buildings at Decoy Farm. The report has been prepared to a brief written
by the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (Dr Jess Tipper, 4™ June 2008, Ref.
/DecoyFarm_Melton2008) and is intended to fulfil a condition of planning permission for
commercial redevelopment (Suffolk Coastal District Council application DC/07/1500/FUL).

Introduction

The following reporty .;aycompamed by a CD containing a full photographic record in the,
form of 54 8.2 megapmel digital images (Appendix 1) but also includes printed photographs X
of key featursfs CAppendlx 2). Each image is separately described in the report, and a Whife
metre scalé rodWith centimetre sub-divisions was included wherever possible. The srfe Was
1nspected (m ©" November 2008.

ecoy Farm occupies an isolated site on the western slope of the De 1 y approximately

=750 metres west of old St Andrew’s church and 200 metres from the i & The name of the
farm derives from a rectangular pond 100 metres to the east which is shown as a ‘Coye’ or
decoy pond on a rare early-17" century map. The pond was formerly divided into three
separate areas and may represent a series of medieval fish ponds belonging to a lost manor
house or settlement in the vicinity of the church. The grade IlI-listed farmhouse is depicted
with adjoining barns on both the 17" century map and another of 1725, but the present red-
brick farm buildings date only from the mid-19" century. These buildings formed a cattle
yard to the east and a horse yard to the west of a central barn,’and until recent years would
have represented a good example of a small High Vlctorlan model farm. Their historic
integrity was lost, however, when the eastern yard was replaced by a car park and the barn
converted for commercial purposes. A probable grana.vy 1n t]:Le western yard is now in separate
ownership, and the only recognisable historic stmﬁtﬂre i the development area is a former
stable which has been stripped of its orlglnal r of covctlng, ceiling and hay rack.
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=JAhe village centre was erected in 1868 to serve the new population, and

=77 Figurel
Existing Ordnance Survey Site Plan
Showing the mid-19" century farm complex outlined in red,
and the key buildings numbered as follows:
1. Brick stable
2. Open-sided shelter shed (rebuilt mid-20" century)
3. Barn, previously converted into office accommodation
4. Brick shed (possibly a granary) now in separate ownership

Historic Context eDocumentary & Cartographic Record
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Decoy Farm;jﬁéﬁ,,jpff‘ the western slope of the Deben valley at the eastern edge of Mﬂonl ’
parish, ﬁe{tﬁj’;)?(),)gilfmﬁtely 150 metres west of old St Andrew’s church and 200 metres fr&m,the
river;aﬁﬁf}i'q,)@:ﬁﬂfé of the farm derives from a rectangular pond 100 metres to the_.;@_aﬁf y,s(ﬁiéﬁ is
matked,0n the Ordnance Survey of 1881 as a decoy pond. The site occupiescan isolated rural
(36&’(_18"13 on the lane to Lower Ufford as the main settlement of Meltopdliesio n ﬁé='§1438 lkm
the south-west. This settlement developed in the late-18" and 19te'\ﬁ‘tu ¢s as a suburb of
oodbridge, and housed the Suffolk Lunatic Asylum. The present chuieh/of St Andrew in
=072

the 14" century old
church, which contains Anglo-Saxon long-and-short work in its tower (according to the

Schedule of Listed Buildings), was converted into a mortuary chapel.

\

Decoy farmhouse is a grade II-listed building which lies to the north-west of its farm yard,
and contains a 17" century timber-framed rear wing behind its early-19" century front
(western) range (Schedule of Listed Buildings). The only other historic building nearby is the
early-18"™ century mill house at the former site of Melton Mill some 50 metres north-east of
the church. The lack of any rectory or manor house in the irrpjfi"e’:di@te vicinity of the medieval
church is unusual, and suggests other buildings may ha(gé%:ecﬁ‘f'iost. The rectangular decoy
pond to the south is not characteristic of such ponds elsewhe;ré, which normally possess long,
tapering arms into which ducks were driven to be.['ng't‘fédh;;ﬁﬁd was originally divided into three
sections; it has been artificially created by damrﬁ;rrgr’a spring feeding the Deben, and may
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V ed as a series of fish ponds serving a medieval manor house or ,&
uth of the church. The manor of Melton belonged to thg ly at

ay, and early records may well survive in the Ely archives in
een consulted for the purpose of this level 2 report).
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‘?Q;f ecoy Farm has undergone extensive development in recent years, incly i g the construction
of two new domestic houses, and the ownership of the farm buildings has been separated
from that of the farmhouse. The listed farmhouse is known as Decoy House, and a 20"
century house to the south of the farm yard is now Decoy Farm (indicated as no.5 in figure 1).
Another 20™ century house at the entrance to the farm yard bears the name Decoy Cottage,
and a new office building with the external appearance of a traditional weatherboarded barn
has been constructed to the south-east of the yard (reportedly replacing a 20" century shed).
The historic farm buildings date from the mid-19"™ century and form an enclosed yard as
shown in figure 1, but the former barn to the east haS\ been converted into office
accommodation and the brick shed to the north remains \i, g same ownership as Decoy

House; neither the barn nor the shed were available for le@ ((‘3&1 accordingly.

A rare manuscript map of the farm 1n the &ecord Office bears no date but is
stylistically consistent with the early-17" ce a re 2). It shows a substantial holding of
140 acres along with the church and mill er with a second mill further downstream.
The farmhouse is depicted with a_g ntﬁg\’ CB ney and a fully enclosed eastern courtyard at
the junction of the present road track' marked ‘the waye from wellford bredg to melton
Church’ which is now a public:F . Two barns form a farm yard adjoining the house to
the south, and the pond is shown-as three separate areas of water divided by narrow baulks
with the westernmost labelled ‘Coy¢’ (i.e. decoy). The field to the south of the house is
marked ‘Stack yard pittell’ (i.e. pightle), adjoining ‘Church Close’ to the east and ‘The
Hemplond’ to the south. The list of field names refers to the ponds as ‘The Coye and Ponds’,
suggesting that only the westernmost of the three (which tapers to a point) operated as a
decoy. The map lacks its original title, but is inscribed ‘A Mapp of The Decoy Farme in
Melton’ in an 18" century hand on the reverse.

0 2
Figure 2 (‘l\
Manuscript map of early-17" century (Ipsw1s(\‘§l\@?lD80/l/l). North to right
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%igure 2a

Detail of figure 2 showing the house/to the right and an adjoining farmyard formed by
two barns on the south and wesf{the stylised buildings are shown with both gables

flanking their elevations). The building at the eastern end of the farmhouse courtyard is
depicted upside-down.

Figure 2b (left). Detail of the three ponds, with the westernmost labelled ‘Coye’. An
obelisk is shown on a circular island or platform in the centr@\of the central pond.

Figure 2c¢ (right). Detail of the downstream mill, ea C.Dq’ f’l}lhng mell close’, curiously
depicted with an external chimney and a small w 3 ag nst its left-hand gable Melton
mill is shown in the same distinctive manner. 00 Q\G
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A second cript map of 1725 is entitled ‘A Plan of an Estate lying in Melt B\%El@@%g
tg&&? ickers Gentleman’, with a later inscription: ‘now of John Jes freéqﬁ eman’

80/1/1). The farm contained 154 acres, and included two re¢ D ¢ponds’ in a
Decoy Yard’. Only the western barn of the earlier map had survived ﬁﬁ i rmhouse had
\lost its eastern courtyard and is shown with the L-shaped profile it still‘posses

Jeaffreson with other changes.” The workhouse for the parishes of Loes and Wilford
Hundreds was built in Melton in 1765 and converted into the Suffolk Lunatic Asylum in 1827
(according to Whites Trade Directory of Suffolk for 1844).

Figure 3
Kirby’s map of 1725, with detail of house and barn belo




Figure 4
Melton Tithe Map of 1838 (SRO P461/171)
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The différente between the Melton tithe map of 1838 and the First Edition Ord&@ée %}i@v’ey

o%l"@"lﬂ@@s"’criking. The former shows what appears to be a single barn Wigh;@'wgﬁf?facing
eﬁtggﬁbbrch to the south-east of the farmhouse, while the latter showsfth ei?isgﬁ% complex
brick buildings on approximately the same site. Agricultural redévelopment of this kind

eplaced by mixed animal husbandry in response to the collapse in grai a= and the arrival
of the railways (which opened-up new urban beef and dairy markets). The existing barn
(building 3 in figure 1) appears to be identical in construction to the rest of the yard, and it is
not clear whether the barn of 1838 was the same as that depicted in 1725; the barns are shown
much closer to the farmhouse on the two earlier maps, but manuscript surveys of this type
were not always fully accurate.

The tithe apportionment records the size of the farm at 140 acres in the ownership of John
Jeaffreson and the tenancy of John Hunt, but Jeaffreson ownegib5 another 37 acres to the south
in separate occupation (including ‘Soap House marsh’). ;gﬁéﬂgrea of the ponds (99) was
described simply as ‘Decoy ponds’ and the house and\r_gﬁ%fg}tﬂ"fdings (103) as ‘Homestead,
yards and gardens, stackyard, etc.’. The field to tl \@;‘Jea%&‘éf the house (102) was Granary
meadow and that to the south (101) barn field, ‘&ﬁl ﬁa?ﬁ?hurch piece’ lay between the ponds
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and church (100). )
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Figure 5a
Detail of First Edition Ordnance Survey of 1881

The complex of buildings shown in 1881 and 1905 (figure 6) is still recognisable but has been
much altered. The stable in the centre of the southern range (no. 1 in figure 1) is largely
unchanged, but the open-sided shelter (2) was rebuilt in the mid{\QOth century as was the lean-
to in the angle of the barn and stable. The barn (3) has rec,@ﬁ;ﬁif deen converted into office
accommodation and the large shed to the north (4) is nqﬁ%g@r‘%n the same ownership and
appears to have been converted into garaging. The g;@gie 1,yard, which probably contained
cattle in contrast to the western horse yard, has b@@?ﬁ%@ﬁ ished, although its northern shed is
part of the office complex. v oo




Figure 6
Second Edition Ordnance Survey of 1905

Building Analysis

The agricultura] \buij mgs at Decoy Farm consist of a mid-19" century red-brick yard

complex together Wit a number of mid-20" century steel-framed sheds of no historic lntef'es? ';7;‘“' |

An additiofial butfdmg resembling a traditional weatherboarded barn is a recent( erectzon'
whlch haus,es four business units. The eastern half of the 19" century complex, mcludmg ‘the
centraZ barn (building 3 in figure 1), has been converted into office acco pmaodation; and a car
e!rk o large two—storled brlck shed to the north of the western yard, robabfy designed

p Housexand accordingly
hed to the southern

Jalthough internal photographs are included in the photographlc survey A number of
ancillary lean-to sheds were rebuilt or converted in workshops and garages in the late-20"
century, and only a redundant stable to the south of the western yard survives in its original
form (building 1).

Mid-19" Century Brick Stable

The former stable at Decoy Farm is the only historic farm Bu11d1ng within the proposed
development area to survive in its original form, and even’ thls ‘has been much altered. It
extends to 14.9 m in overall length by 4.9 m in width: (49 ft' by 16) and its 23 cm (9 inch)
thick walls rise to 4 m (13 ft) at the eaves. The 1nd1V1dual red bricks are laid in Flemish bond
and average 23 cm by 6.5 by 11 (9 ins by 2.5 by'4. 5) :‘The roof consists of recent corrugated




metal lald o,n few horlzontal rails, but the original principal trusses remain in sity, w1th bolted
kl}ee—braces to alternate collars These trusses are typlcal of the mid-19" century, as is the

The building contained a ceiling of tall-sectioned common joists notched over a pair of lateral
binding joists, but this has been removed to leave only the binding joists and a small number
of common joists in place. The binding joists contain irrelevant pegged mortises in their lower
surfaces and were re-used from a 16™ or 17™ century structure. The loft was entered by a
loading door in the western gable and lit by a window in the opposite, eastern gable.
Additional access was provided by an internal ladder of nailed rungs against the northern
elevation. The ceiling lay 2.6 m (8.5 ft) above the present brick floor and there is evidence of
a hay rack against the rear, southern elevation which lay 1.8 .m (6 ft) above the same floor.
This evidence takes the form of diagonal scars in the old, whltewash of the brickwork and
binding joists. The rack was open to the hay loft as thef prmcfpal joists lack common joist
notches at their northern ends. The height of the hay, rack md1cates the building was designed
as a stable for working horses rather than a cow shed,, and this is confirmed by the presence of
a hay loft and tack rooms at both ends of the bulldlng "The western tack room is wider than its
unusually narrow counterpart to the east (at(2.44%1'as opposed to 1.5). The stable was entered
from the yard to the north by a central: doqr’ﬂanked by two windows, with a third window
The wi I dows retain their original vertically hinged casements
-A Secondary door and first-floor window have been inserted
into the southern elevation of the eastérn tack room, and the surrounding brickwork rebuilt.

Historic Significance

The farm complex at Decoy Farm was designed a single-build ‘model farm’ with a horse yard
to the west of a central barn and a cattle yard to the east, and was of considerable historic
interest until its recent partial demolition and piecemeal conversion. With the exception of the
northern shed, which appears to survive largely intact but is now in separate ownership, the
various buildings have been extensively altered and their historic integrity lost. Only the
southern stable retains, Its ‘original facade, but even this has been stripped of its roof covering,
ceiling and all 1nternal frxtures and fittings.
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Jffhotograph no.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

General view of site from east showing decoy pond to right.
General view from site to east showing decoy pond with church to left.
Decoy pond from south showing proximity of church to north.

General view of site from east showing 20th centur'y shed in foreground.

General view from east showing roof of Decoy House to right and Decoy Cottage
to left.

to left.

Decoy Farmhouse from north (included for site context).
Decoy Cottage from west showing entrance to farmyard to left.
Entrance to site from public road to north showing Decoy Cottage in centre.

Decoy Housg from north-west (included for site context).

Northem elevatlon of brick shed (4). Included for site context.
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rlEXterwr of previously converted barn (3) from east.

Eastern gable of stable (1) showing scar of earlier lean-t
shed.

Z

Southern external elevation of stable (1) showing inserted 20 [éentury door &

window to right.
Detail of brickwork in southern external elevation of stable (1).
Northern gable of stable (1) showing loading door to hay loft with barn (3) to left.

Stable yard from west showing converted barn (3) i "Zfear with stable (1) to right.




26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.
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Iron posts of shelter shed (2) from east.
Interior of shelter shed (2) from west showing scar of original roof.
Interior of shelter shed (2) from east showing scar of original roof.

Interior of shelter shed (2) from west showing boaerd wall of shed (4) to left.

Interior of shelter shed (2) from south showi_ng(‘fbgiraéd wall of shed (4).
GG

Interior of shelter shed (2) from east shbviging*boarded wall of shed (4) to right.

Stable (1) from yard to north sho\m rﬁ(;dem shed to right.

Northern facade of ) ‘g«howmg tack room window to right.
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Exterior of stable (\1\ orth showing entrance door to right.
NS
Detail of entrance door to stable (1) from north.

Interior of stable (1). General view from west.

Interior of stable (1). General view from east.

Stable (1). Qctail of roof structure showing loading door in western gable.

S’table (1) South-western corner showing scar of former hay rack aga ) st” )
southern wall to left. . wo°

e

Stable (1). Interior from west showing scars of hay rack ggi t ar wall to right.
di{é joist.

Stable (1). Interior from east showing scar of hay rack to bi

Stable (1). Interior of northern elevation showing entrance to right and tack room
door left.

Stable (1). Interior of northern elevation showing loft ladder to left.

Stable (1). Detail of loft ladder and ceiling _]OIStS K\

Stable (1). Detail of loft stair showing step Weaf tp 'rlckwork
o S I :}

Stable (1). Detail of re-used blndmg Jofst of 16ft ceiling.
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go\\‘ &Q&%le (1). Interior of western tack room from north.
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S‘QG Stable (1). Interior of western tack room from south.

51 Stable (1). Detail of door to narrow eastern tack room showing\northern wall to
left.
52. Stable (1). Interior of northern entrance showing loft stair to right.
53. Stable (1). Interior of narrow eastern tack room from south.
54. Stable (1). Interior of eastern tack room from north showing secondary external
door.
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A2.1 General view of site from east showing decoy pond to right
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A2.2 General view from site to east showing pr%@ﬁi’%&ﬁ decoy pond (right) & church (left)
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A2.3 General view from east showing from left to right Decoy Cottage, Decoy
Farmhouse, recently erected weatherboarded ‘barn’, 19" century yard buildings, roof of
Decoy House (the original farmhouse) and 20" century farm sheds
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A2.4 Mid-19" century farm buildings fI‘OI(,Q\?.l (eoast showing converted barn (3) to
right an%a\xbl%\q to left
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A2.5 Stable yard from west showing converted barn (3) in centre with stable (1) to right
and open-sided shelter shed (2) to left

o g% .
A2.6 Shelter shed (2) from south—eastoe)hgygg\g brick shed (4) in rear
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A2.8 Interior of stable (1). General view from @93
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qﬁowing remaining joists of removed
hay loft with entrance to left and evide%@‘ﬁf B\? ck against southern wall to right
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A2.9 Interior of stable (1). General view from east showing entrance to tack room against
western gable to left and scar of former hay rack to left

A2.10 Stable (1). Detail of roof structur&\sg’o\@gloading door in western gable
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