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Summary 
Oulton, Oulton Broads Caravan Harbour, Saltwater Way (TM 5213 9258; OUL 010) 
A trial trench evaluation was carried out at the above site in advance of a proposal to 
redevelop the site. The redevelopment involves terraced houses, apartments, shops, 
sheltered housing and associated parking. The site had been the subject of relatively 
intensive modern activity relating to recent works on the adjacent railway line and 
subsurface service runs for caravan tethering points. At the southern end of the site, 
Trenches 6 and 7 found extensive modern truncations, presumably related to rubbish 
dumping. 
(Simon Cass, SCCAS for Cambrills, report no: 2009/056) 
 
HER information 
Planning application no. W/16078/1 
Date of fieldwork: 30th January 2009 
Grid Reference: TM 5213 9258 
Funding body: Cambrills 
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1 Introduction 
 
A Planning Consent (W/16078/1) was granted for the development of land 
adjacent to Saltwater Way, Lowestoft including the construction of terraced 
housing, apartments, retail units, sheltered housing and associated parking. 
The site is centred on approximately NGR TM 5213 9258) and comprises 
approximately 0.61 hectares (c. 6100m2). 
 
It lies on land immediately to the south of Lake Lothing, at a height below 5m 
AOD. The site is bounded to the north by the lake, to the west and south by 
Saltwater Way and Victoria Way and to the east by the Lowestoft-Ipswich 
railway line. 
 

 
Figure 1. Site location 

© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved, Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 
 
The site lies in an area of Archaeological Importance, as defined in the 
County Historic Environment Record. It is thought (see Brief and 
Specification, Appendix 1) to be associated with medieval activity related to 
Mutford Bridge, although it is possible that a crossing in this area has even 
older origins. In addition its position on the edge of Lake Lothing and its low-
lying aspect point towards the high possibility of there being waterlogged/fen 
peat deposits within the site. The proposed works would cause significant 
ground disturbance with the potential to destroy these deposits, were they 
present. As such, there was an initial requirement for an archaeological 
evaluation by trial trench, as outlined in a Brief and Specification produced by 
Mr William Fletcher of the SCCAS Conservation Team (dated 26/09/08). The 
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SCCAS Field Team was subsequently commissioned to carry out the work by 
the client, Mr John Hart, of Cambrills. 
 
 
2 Methodology 
 
Trial trenching was carried out between the 30th January and 2nd of Feb 
2009. The trenches were excavated using a 360o 13-tonne tracked 
mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.8m wide flat-bladed ditching bucket. All 
mechanical excavation was carried out under close archaeological 
supervision until the top of the first undisturbed archaeological deposit or 
natural subsoil was revealed. It was necessary to move Trench 2 away from 
the north-western corner of the site due to extensive services in this area, 
which in turn caused some slight repositioning further across the site, and 
Trench 6 was split into two pieces due to a significant amount of obstructions. 
Hand cleaning of the upstanding sections and base of the trench was carried 
out where necessary in order to clarify the nature of the deposits and identify 
incised features. The trenches were located using triangulation from 
identifiable map features. 
 
The site covers approximately 6100m2 and the Specification required that 
some 5% of the area be evaluated by trenching (324m2). In practice, the total 
area of trenching was 318.06m2. 
 

 
Figure 2. Site detail and trial trench locations. 

© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved, Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 
 
The site was allocated the HER number OUL 010. All observed deposits were 
allocated unique context numbers and recorded on pro forma recording 
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sheets. All drawn recording was carried out in a series of 1:50 or 1:20 scale 
plans and 1:20 or 1:10 scale section drawings. A photographic record of 
representative sections and trenches was made which, along with the written 
records, forms the archive, stored with SCCAS Bury St Edmunds. The 
findings were of sufficiently low complexity in this case that illustrations of 
individual trenches were rendered simply using MapInfo mapping software. 
 
 
3 Results 
 
The basic trench dimensions were as follows: 
 

 Length (m) Area (m2)
Trench 1 12.0 21.6
Trench 2 21.0 37.8
Trench 3 31.0 55.8
Trench 4 29.7 53.46
Trench 5 25.4 45.72
Trench 6 30.0 54.0
Trench 7 27.6 49.68
Totals 175.7m 318.06m2 

 
Table 1. Trench dimensions 

 
3.1 Trench 1 
Trench 1 was located to try and identify any waterlogged deposits or fen peats 
near the edge of the lake. Although the trench was far deeper than any others 
on the site, no such deposits were seen. The lowest deposit above the water-
lain sands was possibly a natural deposit, but appeared to be a buried topsoil 
rather than a peat accumulation, and contained traces of brick fragments 
similar to the upper layers. The rest of the trench seemed to be an 
accumulation of post-medieval/modern dumping/land reclamation deposits, 
with brick, cement, and lenses of sharp sand. A small sondage was excavated 
at the northern end of the trench to check for buried peat deposits within the 
sands, but only found continuing sand deposits, and encountered 
groundwater at 1.6m below the current surface level, at which point 
excavation was halted. No other finds or features were recorded. 
 
The sequence of deposits through the feature as recorded at its deepest point 
was as follows: 
 
Context Depth Description 

0001 0 - 0.16m Crushed stone hardcore surface. Mid grey angular stone – type 
1 hardcore. 

0002 0.16 – 0.52m Topsoil/made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy silt 
topsoil with modern inclusions (CBM). 

0003 0.52 – 0.87m Made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy silt with 
patches of orangey brown sharp sand. CBM/concrete fragments 
visible within deposit. 

0004 0.87 – 1.20m Possible buried topsoil. Dark greyish brown sandy silt with 
occasional roots and CBM inclusions. 

0005 1.20-1.6m+ Natural Sands. Pale grey/cream water-lain sands. 
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3.2 Trench 2 
This was 17m long and originally situated to assess the nature of the deposits 
in the north-western corner of the site, similarly to Trench 1. It became 
necessary to reposition the trench after several cables and foul drains were 
encountered, all leading to the toilet block still upstanding on the site, so the 
trench was moved a short distance south, but remaining as close as possible 
to its original location. This trench was buried under a greater amount of stone 
hardcore than Trench 1, and this area had apparently formed the centre of the 
compound used by contractors working on the railway. 
 
In this case the following profile was recorded at its deepest point: 
 
Context Depth Description 

0001 0 - 0.38m Crushed stone hardcore surface. Mid grey angular stone – type 
1 hardcore. 

0002 0.38 – 0.68m Topsoil/made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy 
silt topsoil with modern inclusions (CBM, concrete). 

0006 0.68 – 
0.72m+ 

Natural Sand and gravels. Mid orangey brown sands with gravel 
patches. 

 
No other finds or features were recorded. 
 
 
3.3 Trenches 3 to 5 
These trenches measured between 25.4 and 31m in length, and were 
positioned to assess the central area of the site. Trench 3 was moved to the 
south to avoid electricity and water meters and pipes but retained its 
orientation along the western boundary, while the orientation of Trench 4 was 
altered slightly in order to accommodate the relocated Trench 2. 
 
No evidence of archaeological activity was observed. Features encountered 
were limited to a series of modern postholes, relating to the previous use of 
the site as a caravan park (ground-fast poles set in concrete with electricity 
and water pipes). There was between 0.28-0.3m of heavily disturbed topsoil 
present, with frequent modern inclusions (plastic, metal fragments, CBM, etc). 
The general stratigraphy encountered in these trenches (as recorded in 
Trench 3) was as follows: 
 
Context Depth Description 

0002 0 – 0.29m Topsoil/made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy 
silt topsoil with modern inclusions (CBM, plastic, concrete, metal). 

0006 0.29 – 
0.33m+ 

Natural Sand and gravels. Mid orangey brown sands with gravel 
patches. 

 
No other finds or features were recorded. 
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3.4 Trench 6 
This was 30m long and was positioned to examine the south-western edge of 
the site. Due to the amount of vegetation and fencing in this area, it was 
necessary to split the trench into 10m and 20m long segments. The northern 
segment only encountered another caravan hard-point and some cabling, 
while the southern segment encountered several medium to large modern 
truncations, containing concrete, tarmac, brick fragments and glass. The 
general stratigraphy encountered at the northern segment was as follows: 
 
Context Depth Description 

0002 0 – 0.2m Topsoil/made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy silt 
topsoil with modern inclusions (CBM, plastic, concrete, metal). 

0006 0.2 – 0.3m+ Natural Sand and gravels. Mid orangey brown sands with gravel 
patches. 

 
No other finds or features were recorded. In the southern segment there was 
c. 0.3m of topsoil/made ground overlying the natural sands and gravel. 
 
 
3.5 Trench 7 
This trench was 27.6m long, and located to investigate the south-eastern 
portion of the site. As in Trench 6, a significant number of modern dumping 
features were encountered, although they tended to be slightly smaller. The 
trench was shortened slightly to avoid root damage to a mature tree. The 
stratigraphy encountered in this trench consisted of: 
 
Context Depth Description 

0002 0 – 0.25m Topsoil/made ground deposit. Dark greyish brown fine sandy 
silt topsoil with modern inclusions (CBM, plastic, concrete, metal). 

0006 0.25 – 
0.35m+ 

Natural Sand and gravels. Mid orangey brown sands with gravel 
patches. 

 
 
4 Discussion and Conclusions 
No pre-modern archaeological finds or features were recorded. 
 
The majority of the site had very thin, very poor quality surface deposits which 
were not typical of ‘normal’ topsoil. The site would seem to have seen 
significant disturbance, possibly including topsoil removal, at some time in the 
relatively recent past (possibly relating to the construction of the railway 
embankment and/or the enlarging of the residential area). The date of this 
disturbance is unclear as is the depth of material removed. The prevailing 
ground levels around the perimeter of the site suggest that any stripping had 
not been too aggressive – probably just the removal of the former topsoil itself 
with minimal vertical truncation of the natural geology. 
 
The depth of Trench 1 suggests that the very northerly end of the site may 
encroach slightly on river-lain deposits although no evidence of any 
peat/waterlogged organic deposits was found. 
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The lack of pre-modern deposits and the evident damage/truncation means 
that no further work is recommended. 
 
 
Report No. 2009/056 
OASIS ID No. suffolkc1-54409 
Simon Cass, for SCCAS, February 2009 
 

Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those 
of the Field Projects Division alone. The need for further work will be determined by the Local 
Planning Authority and its archaeological advisors when a planning application is registered. 
Suffolk County Council’s archaeological contracting service cannot accept responsibility for 
inconvenience caused to clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that 
expressed in the report. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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