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Summary  
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land at Station Road East, Stowmarket 
(TM 0506 5889; SKT 051) 
A trial trench evaluation was carried out at the above site in advance of a proposal to 
redevelop the site. The redevelopment involves the construction of residential properties 
and associated parking.  A number of features of archaeological interest were recorded 
during the work.  The site appears to have been low lying, possibly marshy ground prior 
to the completion of the Stowmarket Navigation in 1793, which made the River Gipping 
much more navigable for the transport of goods. The completion of the Navigation led to 
the foundation of a number of industrial and mercantile operations at the navigation 
head on the development site.  Foremost among these were maltings and their 
associated warehouses, evidence for which was recorded during the evaluation.  A 
modest assemblage of finds dating from the medieval up to the early modern period 
was collected. 

(Duncan Stirk, SCCAS for Suffolk CC report no: 2009/066) 
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1. Introduction  

A planning application was made for a residential development at land near Station 
Road East, Stowmarket, Suffolk.  The site is centred on approximately NGR TM 0506 
5889 and comprises approximately a total of 0.29 hectares.   

Figure 1. Site location 
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved, Suffolk County Council License No. 100023395 2009

The site lies in close proximity to sites of known archaeological activity as recorded in 
the County Historic Environment Record.  It is thought (see Brief and Specification, 
Appendix 1) that activity related to the medieval crossing point at Pickerel Bridge may 
be present on the development site.  There is also a high potential for preserved 
palaeo-environmental remains such as peat, in the river side deposits.  The proposed 
works would cause significant ground disturbance with the potential to destroy these 
deposits, were they present. As such, there was an initial requirement for an 
archaeological evaluation by trial trench, as outlined in a Brief and Specification 
produced by William Fletcher of the SCCAS Conservation Team (Appendix 1). The 
SCCAS Field Team was subsequently commissioned to carry out the work by the client, 
Suffolk CC. 

2. Geology and topography  

The drift geology underlying the site is sub alluvial and glaciofluvial sand and gravels. 

The site is located in the centre of Stowmarket beside the River Gipping.   It is bounded 
to the west by the towpath for the river, to the north by Stowupland Street, and to the 
south and east by Station Road East.  Prior to the evaluation, the site was covered by 
three properties which were occupied by a brick office, a brick light industrial building, 
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and a metal warehouse.  These buildings had been demolished by the time of the 
archaeological evaluation and the site surface was hardcore derived from their 
demolition.  The site gently sloped down from southeast to northwest.  The highest point 
of the site was in the southern corner at 29.18m AOD while the lowest was the 
northwest corner at 27.74m AOD.  The centre of the site was at approximately 28.22m 
AOD.

3. Archaeological and historical background  

The site is located at the edge of the historic centre of Stowmarket, and as such there 
have been many archaeological investigations in the vicinity.  Only a few of these are 
potentially relevant to the current development site.  The historic core of medieval 
Stowmarket was located on the opposing side of the River Gipping (SKT 022); while the 
medieval bridge crossing the river, Pickerel Bridge (SKT 023), is thought to have been 
adjacent to the northern site boundary.  Pickerel Bridge was the route from the town 
centre to Stowupland and to Thorney Manor Hall (SKT 012), that was located 150m to 
the east of the development site.  The name Thorney includes the Anglo Saxon word for 
island or islet, perhaps indicating that the development site was in the marsh 
surrounding Thorney Hall.  Work on the railway line to the east of the Hall encountered 
severe problems with the boggy ground, and it is possible that the area between the 
Hall and the river was similarly boggy.  Indeed, the site flooded in 1795 and 1912 after
the raising of the river banks, when such inundations should have been less likely.  It is 
suggested that there was a medieval dock or shipyard on the river in the manor of 
Thorney, and this may potentially lie close to the development site (Rolfe, 2007).

The area was transformed with the opening of the Navigation in 1793, after which the 
area at the navigation head (up to Pickerel Bridge) was a focus for mercantile activity.
Foremost amongst these were maltings which are listed in historic documents to the 
south of the site and to the west of the river at this time.  The 1880’s map shows these 
still in existence, even though by this time the railway was proving detrimental to river 
traffic on the Navigation.  The Ipswich and Bury Railway built the Stowmarket station in 
1846, which is located just to the east of the development site.

A print by Henry Davey dated 1838 (see cover) shows in detail the Navigation and the 
buildings present on the development site.  From north to south the three main buildings 
on the site are listed as J Prentice & Co’s warehouse, Mr. Cowell’s warehouse, and Mr. 
Cobbold’s warehouse.  Both Cobbold and Prentice are listed as malsters at Navigation 
wharf in the 1844 White’s directory.  Later, the building at the north end of the site is 
listed as belonging to Vincent’s soft drinks. (Rolfe, 2007)  

Archaeological work in the vicinity has been limited, the exception being monitoring of 
groundworks at the former maltings to the south of the development site (SKT 039), 
which revealed a truncated soil horizon and no remains earlier than the maltings.  The 
maltings buildings themselves are listed buildings and date from the late 18th Century. 
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4.  Methodology  

Trial trenching was carried out from the 2nd to the 6th February. The trenches were 
excavated using a 360o 13-tonne tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.6m wide 
flat-bladed ditching bucket. All mechanical excavation was carried out under close 
archaeological supervision until the top of the first undisturbed archaeological deposit or 
natural subsoil was revealed. Hand cleaning of the exposed surfaces was carried out 
where necessary in order to clarify the nature of the deposits and identify cut features.
This was complicated by heavy snow which fell during the week, and the subsequent 
flooding of the trenches.  In consultation with William Fletcher of SCCAS Conservation 
team, strategically located sondages and sumps were excavated to allow the 
archaeologically important areas to drain and be recorded.

The site covers approximately 2989 sq metres, of which 197.24 sq metres was within 
the trial trenches, resulting in a sample of 6.6%. 

Figure 2. Site detail and trial trench locations. 
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved, Suffolk County Council License No. 100023395 2009 

The site was allocated the HER number SKT 051. All observed deposits were allocated 
unique context numbers and recorded on pro forma recording sheets. All drawn 
recording was carried out in a series of 1:50 or 1:20 scale plans and 1:20 or 1:10 scale 
section drawings, as appropriate. A photographic record of representative sections and 
trenches was made which, along with the written records, forms the archive, stored with 
SCCAS Bury St Edmunds. The illustrations of individual trenches were rendered using 
MapInfo mapping software. 
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5. Results  

5.1 Introduction  
The basic trench dimensions were as follows: 

Length (m) Area sq. m 
Trench 1 20.98m 48.72
Trench 2 11.48m + 2.5m Extension 31.52
Trench 3 28.44m 65.12
Trench 4 10.21m 22.46
Trench 5 10.63m + 1.5m extension 29.42
Totals 85.74m 104.4 sq. m

Table 1. Trench dimensions 

5.2 Trench 1 

Trench 1 was positioned in the north-west corner of the site so as to be entirely within 
the footprint of a modern building, and therefore provide a view of the pre-modern 
stratigraphy, particularly the alluvial deposits associated with the River Gipping.  

The deepest deposit seen in the Trench 1 was seen at the base of sondages dug at 
both the south-west and north-east ends of the trench.  This was a consistent reddish 
brown peat deposit (0043) that was at least 0.32m thick.  Overlying this in both 
sondages was a mid grey clay deposit with pebble inclusions (0042) that was 0.1m -
0.14m thick. 
Deposit (0042) was overlain in the south-western sondage by a thick deposit of blue 
grey sandy clay mottled with black patches (0040).  This deposit was 0.58m to 0.72m 
thick.  At the other end of the trench it was overlain by deposit (0050), a mid grey to 
brownish grey sandy clay, that was 0.12m thick.  Over deposit (0050) was a mid brown 
and orangy grey sandy clay (0049), and a similar mid brown and grey sandy clay 
deposit (0051). 

The top of these deposits had a number of patches of variable colour.  These were 
initially assigned context numbers, but it was determined that the colour changes 
predominantly occurred around later intrusions, and were likely to be the effects of 
oxidation on formerly anaerobic deposits, and as such, part of the underlying layers.
These were: (0027) in hypothetical cut [0028] a mottled orangy brown & grey firm sandy 
clay with some gravel, (0039) mixed orangy brown and grey firm clay with gravel and 
sand inclusions, (0041) light brown sandy clay, and (0029) a light brown gravelly sandy 
clay.  Three joining sherds of a post-medieval redware pot were recovered from this 
deposit, dating from the 16th to 18th century, along with a burnt flint and three animal 
bone fragments.  An undated copper alloy coin (SF 001) was recovered from deposit 
(0027).
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These weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeererererererererererererererrrerererererererrererererereeer :::::: ::::: (0027) in hypothetical cut [0028] a mottled orannnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnnngygyggygyggygygyggyggyggyggygy brown & grey firm sand
clay with some gravel, (0039) mixed orangy brown and grey firm clay with gravel and 
sand inclusions, (0041) light brown sandy clay, and (0029) a light brown gravelly sandy
clay.  Three joining sherds of a post-medieval redware pot were recovered from this 
deposit, dating from the 16th to 18th century, along with a burnt flint and three animal 
bone fragments.  An undated copper alloy coin (SF 0000000000000100101010101010101100101001010000101100000 ) ) )))))))))))))))))))))) was recovered from deposit 
(0027).



A number of timbers were recorded along the length of the trench. Most appeared to 
have been driven into the underlying clay deposits rather than being placed into post-
holes.  This impression was supported by the pointed ends of the three posts that were 
lifted and examined.  The timbers were: 

Timber Dimensions(m) Description 
0008 0.38 x 0.06 x 

0.16
Driven timber.  Halved round-wood roughly pointed. 

0009 0.22 x 0.23 x 
1.5

Driven timber.  Boxed heart wood, roughly done.  Pointed at 
end.

0010 0.17 x 0.15 x 
1.27

Driven timber. Whole wood, some bark preserved.  Pointed at 
end.

0011 0.18 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halved wood. 
0012 0.20 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halved wood. 
0013 0.44 x 0.08 x ? Plank.  Probably remnant of pad  under possible column base. 
0014 0.40 x 0.1 x ? Plank. Probable remnant of pad under possible column base. 
0015 0.22 x 0.07 x ? Driven timber.  Plank-like. 
0016 0.75 x 0.08 x ? Plank.  Possible remnant of ground beam, or portion of (0015). 
0017 0.16 x 0.06 x ? Driven Timber.  Plank-like. 
0018 0.18 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halved wood. 
0019 0.15 x 0.05 x ? Driven timber.  Plank-like. 
0020 0.23 x 0.24 x ? Driven timber.  Quartered wood. 
0021 0.30 x 0.14 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed half wood. 
0035 >0.64 x 0.13x? Driven timber pile. 
0036 >0.32 x 0.12x? Driven timber pile. 
0037 0.32 x 0.05 x ? Ground beam timber beneath masonry partition wall remnant 

(0044). 
0038 0.17 x 0.13 x ? Round wood laid horizontally beneath masonry wall (0044). 
0052 0.32 x 0.12 x 

>2.0 
Plank.  Foundation beam for brick foundation (0022). 

Table 2.  Trench 1 Timbers 

Directly overlying timbers (0035) and (0036) at the south-western end of Trench 1 was 
the remnant of a brick and mortar structure (0034) that was perpendicular to the line of 
the trench.  This was at most 2 brick courses thick (0.20m) and over 0.96m was visible 
within the trench.  A similar brick structure (0044) overlay timbers (0009), (0010), (0037) 
and (0038).  This was only seen in section and consisted of a single course of bricks 
0.08m thick and 0.35m wide.  A more substantial brick and mortar foundation was 
recorded at the north-eastern end of the trench (0022) overlying timbers (0020), (0021), 
and (0052).  This, once again, was perpendicular to the line of the trench, and was over 
2m long by 0.55m wide and was 0.4m deep.  It was assigned a hypothetical 
construction cut [0105], that would likely have contained timber beam (0052) as well as 
foundation (0022).  Along the eastern edge of foundation (0022) there was a brick 
structure (0046), comprising a single brick course thick (0.08m) and two courses wide 
(0.28m) This was only seen in section so it is unclear whether or not it extended fully 
across the trench.  A sample brick from foundation (0022) was a Drury Type LB3 brick 
dating to the late 17th to 18th century. 

Abutting each brick structure, and present all along the trench except to the east of 
foundation (0022) was an off-white crushed chalk deposit 0.08m to 0.12m thick (0033).  
On the top of this, but more evident along the western portion of chalk surface (0033) 
was a very dark brown to black compact silt deposit (0032) that was 0.03m thick.  A 
small feature [0048], that was seen only in section, cut chalk surface just to the west of 
foundation (0022).  It was 0.24m wide and 0.18m deep, and held a mid brown grey 
sandy clay & gravel fill with chalk inclusions (0047).  Chalk surface (0033) was also cut 
by a much larger feature [0107] that had moderate to steep straight sides and a flat 
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holes.  This impression was supported by the pointed ends of the three posts thththththhhhhhhhhhhhat were
lifted and examined.  The tiiititiititiiititiiiiiitttttt mbmbmmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmmmbmmmmbereeeeeeeeeee s were: 

Timber Dimensionssssssssssssssssssssssss(m(m(m(m(m(m(m(m(m(m(m(mmm(m(m((m(m(m(mmmm((mm) ) ) )) ) ) ))) ) )))) )) )) DDDDDeDeDDDDDDD scription 
0008 0.38 x 0000000.00.0.0.00000.0.0.0.0.0..00.00006666 6 6 6 6 6 6666666666666 xxxxxx xx xxxxx 

0.166
Driven timber.  Halved round-wood roughly pointeeeeeeeeeeed.d.d.d.d.ddddddddddddddd  

0009 00000.000.0.0000.00.000.0.0.0.00.0.00 22222222222222222222222222222222222 xx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxx 0 0 0000000000 000000000000000 2.222.2.22.22222222.2.222.2222.2233 3 x 
1.1.11.1.1.1111.1.11.11.111.1111111.11.1.1111.1.1111.555555555555555555555

Driven timber.  Boxed heart wood, roughlhlhlllllllllyyyyyy y yyyyyyy yyyyyyyy dododododoododododododdodododododddodddododdod nenenenenenenenenenennenenenenennenennnnn .. . ..  . .......  P PPP P PPPPPPPPPP PPPPPPPPooiointed at
end.

0010 0.0.0.0.0.0.000.0.00.0.0.00.0.0.0.0.0.00.0000000000000000 171717171717171717171717171717171711711717111111117117 x 0.15 x 
1.1.1.1.1.111.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.11.1.11.1.11.111.1.111.1.22222227222222222227222222222222222222

Driven timber. Whole wood, some barkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk p p p pppppppp p ppppppppppppppprererererererererererererererereereereereereereerrerereeeeeseseseseseseseseseseeseseseseseseseseesesesseseesessesesseseesesses rrrrrvrrrrrrr ed.  Pointed at 
end.

0011 0.18 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halved wood. 
0012 0.20 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halved wood. 
0013 0.44 x 0.08 x ? Plank.  Probably remnant of pad  under possible column base. 
0014 0.40 x 0.1 x ? Plank. Probable remnant of pad under possible column base. 
0015 0.22 x 0.07 x ? Driven timber.  Plank-like. 
0016 0.75 x 0.08 x ? Plank.  Possible remnant of groundd beam, or portion of (0015). 
0017 0.16 x 0.06 x ? Driven Timber.  Plank-like.
0018 0.18 x 0.12 x ? Driven timber.  Boxed halveddddddddddddddddddddddd www w w ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooood.d.d.d.d.d.d.dd.dd.dd.d.dddddddd  
0019 0.15 x 0.05 x ? Driven timber.  Plank-likee. ..... ....
0020 0.23 x 0.24 x ? Driven timber.  Quarteeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeerererererererereereereerererererererereererrrrreedd dddddddddddd ddddddd wowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowoowowowwwowowowwwowowooow oooooodoooooooooo .
0021 0.30 x 0.14 x ? Driven timber.  Booooooooxexexexexexexexexeeexexexexexeexeeexexexeeeeeed dddd dd ddddd d dddddddddddddd hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaaaahahaahhaalflflfflfflflflflflflflfflflflflflfflflflflflflfffl wwwwww wwwwwwood. 
0035 >0.64 x 0.13x? Driven timbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer rrr rrrrrrrr pipipipipipiipiipipipipiipiiipiiileleleleleleleleleeleleleleeeleeeleleeeeelee. 
0036 >0.32 x 0.12x? Driven timmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmbebebebebbebebebebebebebebebebebbebebbebebebebeeeeeeeeeeer rrrr rrrrrr pipipipiipipipipipppppppppppppppppppppp leleleleleleleleleeeeeeeeeeee.... . .. .. 
0037 0.32 x 0.05 x ? Ground bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeeaeeeeaeaaeaeeaam mmmm m mmmmmmmmmm mmmm mmmmmmmmmm titititititititititittitititititt mmmbmmmmmmmmmm er beneath masonry partition wall remnant 

(0044). 
0038 0.17 x 0.13 x ? Round woodddddddddddddd llllll lllaia d horizontally beneath masonry wall (0044). 
0052 0.32 x 0.12 x 

>2.0 
Plank.  Foundation beam for brick foundation (0022). 

Table 2.  Trench 1 Timbers 

Directly overlying timbers (000000000000000000035) and (0036) at the south-western end of Trencccncccccccccccccccccch hh 1 was
the remnant of a brick aandndndddddddddddddddddd m m mm m m m m mmmm mmmmmmmmmmororororoooooooooooooooo tar structure (0034) that was perpendiculaar r totototoooooooooooooooooooooo tt ttt t ttt t tttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheeheheehehehhhehehehehehhehehheeeee l         ine of
the trench.  This was atatatatatatatatattattaata mmm mm mm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmososososososososososososososoososoososoooooo t ttttttttttttttttttt 2 2 brick courses thick (0.20m) and over 0.99999999999999999996m6m6m6m6m6m6m6m6m6m6m6mm6m6mm6m6m6m6m6666666  ww w w w www w w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwaasaaaaasaaaaasaaaaaaaaa  visible
within the trench.  A A A A A A AAAAA AA AAAAAA AA sisisisisissisisisisissisissisisssisisis mimimimimimimimmmimimmimimimimimmimimmimmimimmmm lalalalaalalaaaalaaaaalar brb ick structure (0044) overlay timbers (0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 9)9)9)9)9)9)9)9)9)9)99)99)9)9)9)99)9))99)999)99)9)9 , , , , , , , ,, , ,, (0((0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(00(0(0(00(0(0(0(00(((( 000010), (0037
and (0038).  Thiih s s s s sss s s ss s sss ssssssss wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawaaawaaas ss s s ss s ssssssssssssssss s ooonoo ly seen in section and consisted of a sinnnglgglgglglglglglglglglglglgglglglgggglgglglglgglgggg eeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee cococococococococococoococococococococococoocccccouuuuuuuuuruuuuuuuuuuuuuuu se of bricks 
0.08m thiccccccccccccccccccck k kkkkkkkkkkk ananananananananananananannanananananannnaanaaannandddddd dddddddd ddddd ddd 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.00.0.000.000 3333333333353353333333333333 m wide.  A more substantial brick and momomomomommommmmmomomommmmmommmomomommmommmm rtrtrtrtrttrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrttrtrrtrrrtrtaraaararararaararararaaaarraraaraa  f f f f ff ff f fffffff fffffff fffffouououoououooououoouououououououoooooooooo ndation was
recordededededddededdedededddedddedddddededeeed a a aaaaaaa a aa aaaaaaaa aaaaa aaaaaaaat tt ttttttt t ttt thththththhththhhttttttttttt ee ee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnnonnnn rth-eastern end of the trench (0022) ovvvvvvvvvererererererererererererererererereerereeerrerrerrerlylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylyyyyyyylyylylyyllyylylylylylyyyyllyyyinininininnininininininininininininininnnninnnii g g g ggg gg ggggggggggggg tititittitittititittititttittt mbm ers (0020), (0021
and (00505050505050505050505050505050505050505050505505055050505050555555555055000 2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)2)22)2)2)2)2)222)2)2))2)2)2)2)22)2)22)))2)2)).... . . . ......... T TTT TTTTTT Thih s, once again, was perpendicular to the lininininininininininininninninninninininininnninnninnnnnnne e e eeee e eeeeeeeeee e eeee eeeeeeeee ofofofofofofofofofofofoofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoofofoffofoooooof t  tt t t t tt tt tt he trench, and was ove
2m long bybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybbybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybbybybybybybyyyyy 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000.55m wide and was 0.4m deep.  It was assignnnnnededededededededededededededededdededededdededdededddedededddedededeeddd aaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaa hypothetical 
construction cut [0105], that would likely have contained timber beam (0052) as well as
foundation (0022).  Along the eastern edge of foundation (0022) there was a brick f
structure (0046), comprising a single brick course thick (0.08m) and two courses wide
(0.28m) This was only seen in section so it is unclear whether or not it extended fully 
across the trench.  A sample brick from foundation (00000000000000000000000002222222222222222222222222 ) was a Drury Type LB3 brick
dating to the late 17th to 18th century.

Abutting each brick structure, and present aallllllllllllllllllllllll aaaaaaaa a aa aaa aaa aaa aaalolololololololololololoololololoooooooooooongngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngnngnnnggnnn  the trench except to the east of 
foundation (0022) was an off-white crussheheheheheheheeeheeheeeheeeeeeheeeed d ddd dd dd d dd d ddd ddd dddddddd chchchchchchchchhchchchchchchchchchhchchchchhhchchhchchcchalalalalalalalalalalaaallalalalalaalaaaaa kkkk kkkkkkk deposit 0.08m to 0.12m thick (0033)
On the top of this, but more evidenttttttttttttttttttttt aaaa a aaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaloooolooloololololololooolllollloloongngngngngngngngngngngngngngngnggngngggngnngnggggg thththththththththththththhththtthththhthhhththttttthttt eeee eee western portion of chalk surface (0033) 
was a very dark brown to black comomomomomomomomomommomomommomommmmommommmomommmmmo ppapappapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapppappaapapaccctctcctcccctcccccccccccc  sssili t deposit (0032) that was 0.03m thick.  A 
small feature [0048], that was seeeeeen nn n nnnnnnnn nn nnnnn nnnnnnnn ononononononononononononononononononononononononononononononononononooonnonlylylylylylylylylylylylyllylyylyllylllyly in section, cut chalk surface just to the west of
foundation (0022).  It was 0.24m wiidedededddddddddddddddddddddde and 0.18m deep, and held a mid brown grey 



base, and was 5.24m wide by over 2m long by c. 0.5m deep.  This held a predominantly 
brick rubble and dark grey silty sand fill (0106).  The relationship between cut [0107] 
and surrounding deposits was somewhat unclear due to flooding and collapse of the 
trench sides, and it may be that the feature was cut from higher in the sequence.

Over deposit (0032), and occupying the same footprint as chalk surface (0033) was a 
mid orangy brown sandy gravel layer (0031) that was 0.05m to 0.22m thick.  The entire 
trench was sealed by a 0.48m thick deposit of mixed dark brownish grey silty sand & 
clay deposit (0030) containing CBM & plastic, and 0.28m of dark pink crushed brick 
hardcore (0025). 
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and surrounding deposits was somewhat unclear due to flooding and collapse ofooooooooooooooo  the 
trench sides, and it may be e e e e e e ee e e e eee e e eeeee ththththththththththththththththtththhtthhataaaaaaaaaaaaaaa  the feature was cut from higher in the sequeeeeeeeeeeeeeencncncncncncncncncncncncnncnccncncnccnccncnncncnn e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.ee.e.ee.e.eeeee.e.ee....

Over deposit (0032),),),),),,),),),,),),),),),),),,)),)  aaa a aaaa aa a a aaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndddndnddddd o ooo o oo o ooooooooooccupying the same footprint as chalk surfaacececeecececececeececececeecececececececeeeccce ( ( ( ( ( (( ( ( ( ( ( (( ((((( ((((((00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 3333333333333333333333 ) was a 
mid orangy brownwnnnwnwnnnnnnnwnwnnwnwnwnwnwnnnnwwnnwnw  sss ssssss sssssss sananananananannanananananananananananananananananandydydyddydydyddddydydydydddydydddddddd  gravel layer (0031) that was 0.05m to 0.22222222222222222222222222222m mmmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm thththththththththththththththhthththhthhhththhhhiciciciciciiciciciciciciciciccciciii k.  The entire
trench wassssss s  eaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaaeaaeaaaeaeaaeaaeaaeeaee leleleleleleleleleelelelelelelelelelelelleleledd ddd d d d d dd dd dd d dddd dddddddd bybybybybybybybbbybybbybbybbybbbbbbb  a 0.48m thick deposit of mixed dark brrrowowowowowwowowowwowowowowowowowooooowoooowowoo ninininininininininnininnniininninnninniin shshshshshshshshshshshshshshshhshhshshshshshshshs  g g g g g gggggg gggggggggggggggggg ggrrrrerrrr y silty sand & f
clay deppppppppppppppppppppppppppososososososososososososososososoosooososososssssssssittititittittitittititttttitiiiiiii  (( ( (( (( ( ((( (( (( ( ((((((000000000000000000000000000000000000000030303030330333030303303333303333 )) containing CBM & plastic, and 0.28m ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooof f f f ff ff f ffffffffffff f f f ff dadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadaadadadadadadadadddddddadarkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkkrkrkrkrkkkrrrrr  p p p p p p p pp ppppppppppppppppiiiiiiininini k crushed brick 
hardcorererererererererereererererererereererererererereerreeeeeeeeeeeere ( (((( ( (((( ( ( ((( ( ( (( ( (((((((( ((((((00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000222222252222222222222222 ). 



Figure 3. Trench 1 plan. 
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Figure 4. Trench 1 South-West sondage section 

Figure 5. Trench 1 North-East sondage section 
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Figure 4. Trenennennennenennennnnennennennnnnnnnnnnnenchhchcchchchchchchchchchhchchhchchcchhcchchchchcc  1111111 1111 1111111  S SS S S SS SS S SSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSoooouoououououooooooooooooooooo th-West sondage section 

Figure 5. Trench 11 NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNororororororororororororororororoororooroooo tttttttttttttttttth-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-hh-h-h-h-h-h-h-hhhh-hh EEEEEEEEEEEaEaEEEEEEEE st sondage section 



5.3 Trench 2 

Trench 2 was positioned in the north-eastern portion of the site, as close as was 
practical to the Station Road East street front.  This was intended to pick up any 
potential road side structures.  The trench as originally excavated was almost entirely 
taken up by modern features and service trenches, which necessitated an extension of 
the trench to reveal undisturbed deposits. 

Figure 6. Trench 2 plan 

The deepest deposit was seen in the south-eastern portion of the trench where a 
sondage was excavated to allow the groundwater to drain from the rest of the trench.
At the base of the trench, at a depth of 1.38m BGL up to 0.66m BGL, there was a dark 
brown sandy peat deposit (0081).  This deposit was probably overlain by a dark grey to 
black organic sandy silt (0024), although the relationship had been removed by a later 
feature.  Two sherds of pot were recovered from this deposit, a variant of late Medieval 
and Transitional ware, and a late Colchester type ware, both dating to the 15th to 16th

century.  In the western extension of Trench 3 deposit (0024) was overlain by a mid 
grey gritty sand deposit (0084), while in the northern portion of the trench it was overlain 
by a mixed dark grey gravelly sandy silt deposit (0080). 

Deposit (0080) was overlain by a number of deposits that were not investigated 
because they were clearly modern and possibly held live services.  These almost 
certainly were the fills of cut features, but this was not determined, so cut numbers were 
not assigned.  Deposit/fill (0085) was over 4.4m long and 0.56m wide, and was 
composed of crumbly light grey concrete.  This was aligned north-west to south-east.
Parallel to (0085), to the south-west, were two deposits: (0086), a mid brown gravelly 
mortar deposit, and (0108), an orangy brown sandy gravel deposit.  
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Trench 2 was positioned in the north-eastern portion of the site, as close as waaaaaaaaaaaaas
practical to the Station Roaoaoaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaad d d d d d d d d d ddddd ddddddd EEEEEaEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE st street front.  This was intended to pick up pp anananananananananananananannananannanananaanananaa y y y yy y yy y yy yy y yyyyy y yyyyyyyyyyy
potential road side structctcttctctctctctctcttcttctcttctcctctcttttttururururururuuruuruururuuuruuuruuuuruuuureseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseeeseeseeese .  T he trench as originally excavated was almmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmosososososososososososososossosoosososososososoosoosst tt t t t t ttt t ttt tt t tt tttt eeeneneeeeeneeeeeeee tirely 
taken up by modern fffffff ffffffff fffffffeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeeeaeaaee tututututututututututututtuutttututttutt rerererrrrerrrrrrrrrrr s and service trenches, which necessitateddededdddddddddddddddddddd aaaaa a a a a aaaaaaa aaaaaaaan n n nnnnn n nn nnn n nnnnnn nnnn n exeeexeexexexexexexeeexexexeeexee tet nsion o
the trench to reveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeealalaalalalalalalaalaaalalaaalaaaa  unununununununnunununununununununununununununnnunununddddiddddddddiddddddidddddddd sturbed deposits. 

Figure 6. Trench 2 plan

The deepest dedededededededededeededededededeededeeedeeedddd popopopopopopopopopopopoppopopoppopopoppopopop sissisisisisisisisissssisisisisisissssssssisssssssss ttttttt tttttttttttttt was seen in the south-eastern portion of ttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheeeehe t t t tt t tt t t t ttttt t t t trererererererererereereererererereerereerereerereeereerereerer ncnnnncncnnnnnncnnnnnnnnnnnnnn h where a 
sondage eeeeeee eeeeee eeeeee eeeee wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawaawwawawawawawawawawawaas sssss sss sssssss exexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexxexexexexxxxexexexxe cacccccaccccccccc vated to allow the groundwater to drainnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ffffff fffff ffffff ffffrororororororororororororororrroorooorrorrorooorrooor mmm mm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ththththththththhthththththhthththhhththhtthhtheeee e eeeeeeeeeeeeee rest of the trench.
At the bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbasasasasasasasasasasasasassasasasasasasasaasassaaaasasaassaaassasaaaase eeeee e e eee eee eeeeeeee eeeeeee oooofofoofoooooooooffffooo  tthe trench, at a depth of 1.38m BGL up to 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.000.00.0.00.00.00.0.00.00.0..0 66666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666mmmmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmm mmmm BGL, there was a dark
brown saaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndnndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnnddnddyyyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy peat deposit (0081).  This deposit was probaaaaaaaaaaaablbblblblblblblblblblbbllblblblblblbbllblbblbllblblbbbllbblbllbblyy y yyyyy yy y y y y yyyyy yyyy y y y y y y y y y yyyyyyyy yyyy oooooooovooooooooooooooooooooo erlain by a dark grey to
black organic sandy silt (0024), although the relationship had been removed by a later 
feature.  Two sherds of pot were recovered from this deposit, a variant of late Medieva
and Transitional ware, and a late Colchester type ware, both dating to the 15th to 16th

century.  In the western extension of Trench 3 deposit (0024) was overlain by a mid 
grey gritty sand deposit (0084), while in the northern popopopoopoooopoooooooooooooooortion of the trench it was overla
by a mixed dark grey gravelly sandy silt deposit (00080808080808080808080808008008008080800808008080808008080).).)).).).)..).)).).))))).).))).).).))).))))   

Deposit (0080) was overlain by a number of ddddddddddddddddddddddepepepepepepepepepepepepeeppepepeepepeeepepepeeepe ososososososososososososossosososossososososososoossoo itititititititititittiii s ss that were not investigated 
because they were clearly modern and pppppososososososososososossssososssossssssosoo sisisisisisisisisisssisssssssssss blblblblblblblblbblbbblblblblblbbllbbbbb y yy yyyy y y y yyy yyyyyyyyyyyyy hhehhhhhhhhhhhhh ld live services.  These almost 
certainly were the fills of cut featuresssssssssssssssesssssss, ,  ,    bubububububuubububuububuuuuubububuuubububuut tt tttttttttttttt t tttt ththththththththhththtththththhhththhthhhthhhthtttthhthisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisississisissss was not determined, so cut numbers wer
not assigned.  Deposit/fill (0085) wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasasassasasassasasasasassasassasasassassasasssasssss ooo o oooooooooooooooveveveeveeeveveveeveveveveveveeeeeeevvvvv rrrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrr 44.4 4m long and 0.56m wide, and was 
composed of crumbly light grey cononoonononononononononononoonononooonononononoononnonoonnnoonononncrcrcrcrcrcrccrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcccrcrcrrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcccrccccreteteteteteteteteeteeteeeeteteteteeeteteteeeteeeee e.  This was aligned north-west to south-east.
Parallel to (0085), to the south-wesstt,tttttttttttttttttttttttt wwwwwwwwwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwere two deposits: (0086), a mid brown gravelly 



The final feature of note in the trench was a very large and vertical sided feature [0083] 
measuring 3.7m by 2.6m by over 1.4m deep.  This held a mixed dark grey organic silt 
sand with grey sandy gravel and pink brick dust (0082).  The trench was sealed by a 0.2 
to 0.35m thick deposit of dark pink crushed brick (0025).  The presence of crushed brick 
in the fill of feature [0083] probably indicates that it was dug through deposit (0025), with 
the crushed brick surface being re-instated once the feature was infilled. 

5.4 Trench 3  

This trench was perpendicular with the river Gipping, and was primarily placed to 
provide a transect of alluvial and peat deposits related to the river.  The historic maps 
indicate that buildings were present from at least the late 19th century along the 
waterfront, and this trench was placed to investigate one of these buildings.  Detailed 
recording of the south-western end of the trench was undertaken in the deep sondage.
Elsewhere in the trench the stratigraphic sequence was much simpler and a sample 
section was recorded only. 

The deepest deposit seen in the trench at a depth of 26.60m AOD was (0074), a light to 
mid grey organic sand.  This was overlain by a series of natural alluvial deposits: a 
laminated dark brown to black peat with reddish brown wooden inclusions (0073), a 
mixed deposit of orangy brown clay and mid grey sandy silt (0072), a mixed deposit of 
orangy brown gravelly sand & mid grey silt sand (0007), a deposit of dark grey to black 
organic silty sand (0070), and lastly a deposit of mid to dark grey sandy clay (0065) that 
was present along the whole trench.  A single fragment of Post-Medieval roof-tile was 
recovered from deposit (0007). 

Deposit (0065) was cut by a wide feature with a shallow to moderately steep side, and a 
flat base.  This was over 4.1m wide, by circa 0.50m deep and appeared to be aligned 
south-west to north-east, perpendicular to the trench.  This feature held a series of fills 
that were very similar to the alluvial deposits that it cut through. 
These were: a light brown sand fill (0071), a mottled orange brown and light grey clay fill 
(0068), an orangy brown gravelly sand and clay fill (0109),  a dark brown organic silt fill 
(0110), and lastly a mottled orange brown and mid brown clay fill (0061). 

Deposit (0061) was overlain by a thin band of mixed orange brown and light grey clayey 
sand with CBM mortar and charcoal inclusions (0006), that appeared to be the churned 
up upper surface of deposit (0061).  A very similar deposit occupied the same horizon 
over deposit (0065), which was described as mixed orangy brown clay and grey silty 
sand (0064).  A single fragment of Post-Medieval roof-tile was recovered from deposit 
(0006).

The churned deposit (0006) was cut by a northwest to south-east aligned foundation cut 
[0076] that was 1.3m wide, extended fully across the trench and was over 0.8m deep.  It 
had vertical straight sides and the base was unseen.  The foundation cut held a brick 
and mortar footing (0077), and light orange brown clay sand packing fill (0075). 

To the south-west of foundation (0077) there was another structural feature cutting 
churned layer (0006).  This was a sub-rectangular feature [0079] 1.2m wide by 1.28m 
long.  It held a square brick and mortar foundation topped by a pyramidal ashlar stone 
column base (0023), and a mixed mid brown sand with chalk and CBM packing fill 
(0078).  This foundation was not fully excavated but it was seen to be at least two brick 
courses deep, below the contemporary ground surface, while the stone column base 
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sand with grey sandy gravel and pink brick dust (0082).  The trench was sealededededdddddddddddd by a 0
to 0.35m thick deposit of dadadaadadaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarkrkrrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrrrrr  p p pp ppp ppppppppppppppink crushed brick (0025).  The presence of crrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrusususususususususususususususussususussussuususuu hehehehehehehhehehhhehehhehehehhehehhheheed bric
in the fill of feature [008383833838383838338333338333383838333333]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] p p ppp p p p p pppppp pppp pppppppprororrorororororororrororororororrrrorrrobabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb bly indicates that it was dug through depopopopopoopoopopopopooopopopppppp sisisisisisisisissisississisisisissiisssssss ttt tttt ttttttttttt (0(0(0(0(0(0(0(00(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(00(0(0(0000(0(00(0((0( 00200000020000000000 5), wi
the crushed brick suuuurfrfrfrfrffrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfffrfrfrrfrfrffrrfrfacacacaaacacacacacacacacacacacacaacacaccacacce eeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee bbbbbebbbbbbbebbbebbb ing re-instated once the feature was infilleleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed.d.dd.d.d.d.d.d.d.d.d.d.dd.dddd.ddddd  

5.4 Trennnnnnnnchchhhhhchchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 3 33 3 3 33333333 33 33 3333333333    

This trencncncncncncncncnncncncncncncncncncncncnncncncncncnccccnnncncncnccccchhhh h h h hh h h hhhh hh hhhhhhhhhhhhhhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhh wwwwwawwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww s perpendicular with the river Gipping, andd w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasassasasasaasasasasasasasasasasaaasassaaasaas p p p pp p p p p p ppp pp p ppppppppppppprimarily placed to 
provide a a trttrtrtrtrrtrtrrrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrttrtrttrttrrtrrrraaaaaaaaananaaaaaaaaanaaaaaaaa sect of alluvial and peat deposits related to theehee rrrr rriiiiiiiiviiiiiiiiii er.  The historic maps 
indicate that buildings were present from at least the late 19th century along the 
waterfront, and this trench was placed to investigate one of these buildings.  Detailed 
recording of the south-western end of the trench was undertaken in the deep sondage
Elsewhere in the trench the stratigraphic sequence was much simpler and a sample 
section was recorded only. 

The deepest deposit seen in the trench at a deptptptptptptptptptptptptptptptptpppppppppppp h h hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh hhh ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffffofooooooo  2222 2 2 2 22 22 2 2222222666.66666 60m AOD was (0074), a light t
mid grey organic sand.  This was overlain bybyybyyyybybybybyybyyybybyyyyyyyyyy aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa s s s s s sss s sssssssssssssssssererererererererererererererererererereeeeee ieieiieieieieeieei s s of natural yyy alluvial deposits: a 
laminated dark brown to black peat with rrredededededededededededededdedededeeeeeeeeededdididididdididididididdiddiddddddd shshshshshshshshshsshshshshshsshshshshshshshhsssshshh brown wooden inclusions (0073), a 
mixed deposit of orangy brown clayayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy a  a ndndndndndndndndndndndndnddddddndndnddnddndndndnnndnd m m m mm mm mm m mm mmmmmmmmmmmmmididididdidididddididididididdididididdddddddiddddd ggrey sandy silt (0072), a mixed deposit of
orangy brown gravelly sand & midididdddididididididdddddidididdddddidddddii  g ggg gg ggggg g ggggg gggg ggg g gg gggggggggggggggrererereererereereereeeereeereeeeerereer y y y yy y yy yyyyyy sisisisisisissisisisssssisisisisssssssss lllltltlllll  sand (0007), a deposit of dark grey to black
organic silty sand (0070), and lasasssssassssssssssssssssssssassssssssasssstltlttttltltltltlttltttttltltltltttltlttltttltlttlttltt y y y yyy y y y y y yy y yy yyy yy yy y yyyyyyyy yy yyyyyy a a aa a a a aa aa aaa aaaaaaaaa aa aa aaaaaaaaaa dddddedddddddddddddd posit of mid to dark grey sandy clay (0065) tha
was present along the whole trenchchchchchchchchhchhchchchchchchchhchhchchhhhhhhhhhhchhhcchhchhhh... .... ............. A AAAAA AAAAAAAAAA single fragment of Post-Medieval roof-tile was 
recovered from deposit (0007). 

Deposit (0065) was cut by a wide feature with a shallow to moderately steep side, and
flat base.  This was over 4.1m wide, by circa 0.50m deep and appeared to be aligned 
south-west to north-east, perppendicular to the trench.  This feature held a serieseseeeeeeeeee  of fills
that were very similar to thhhhhhhhhhhhhe e e e eee e e eeeeee e e eeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllll uvial deposits that it cut through. 
These were: a light browowwwwwwwowwwwwwwwowwwwwwwwwnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn sasasasasasasasasaasasaasasasaaassasassasaas ndnnnnnnnnddnn  fill (0071), a mottled orange brown and liggigigggigigiggiggigiggigigggggigghthththhhthththththththhhthhththhhhhhh  g g g g g g ggg gg gg g g ggggg g g ggggggggggrrerererrerererrrrerrerrerr y y clay f
(0068), an orangy y brbrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrbrrrowowowowowowowowowowowowowoowowowwowowowowowwwowown nnnnnnnnnnnn nnnn nnnn gggrgggggggggggggg ava elly sand and clay fill (0109),  a dark browowowowowowowowowwowwowowowowwwowwowwwowowwwwwoo n n n n nn n nnnnnnn  n nn ororororoororororororororororrorororororroooooo gggggggagg nic silt fil
(0110), and lasttlylylylyylyylyyyyyylyyyyyyyyyyyyy aa a a a a a aaaaa aaaaaaa a m m mmmmm m mm m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmototototootototototooototooooooooooo tltt ed orange brown and mid brown clay fill (0(0(00(0(0(00(0(000(0(0(0(000(00(0(00(0(00(00(( 06060606060606060606006066606060066000 1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1))))1)1))1)1)1)1)1))1)111)))1). 

Deposit tt ttttt t ttttt (0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(00((0(0(0(((0(0(0(0(000000006060606066060606060606060066606060660606066060661)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)11)1)1)111)1)1))))))) w w ww www ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwas overlain by a thin band of mixed oranggggnggggngggngggggngngggngggnggggggee e eee e eee ee eeeeeeeeeee ee eeeeee brbbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbbbrrbbrbrbbrbrbrbrbbrbrrowowowowwowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwn nnnnnnnnnnn and light grey clayef
sand wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwititititititititititititititititititititittititttittttittttttttth h h hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh hh CBCBCBCBCBCCBCBCBCBCBCBCBCBCCBCBCBCCCCCBCBCBCBCBCBCBCCBCBCCCC M M mortar and charcoal inclusions (0006), thahaahahaaahaaahaahahahahaaaaaahahahaaaahaahaahaaaaaaaattttt t tttttt tttttttttttttttttttt apapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapaapaaapapapppppppppppeppppppeppppppppp ared to be the churne
up upperrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr s s ssssssss s ss ssss ss ssssssssssssssssssssssururururururururururuuururururuuruuururuuruuuruuuuuuruuruuuuuuu face of deposit (0061).  A very similar depositttttttttt oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc uupied the same horizon 
over deposit (0065), which was described as mixed orangy brown clay and grey silty 
sand (0064).  A single fragment of Post-Medieval roof-tile was recovered from deposit
(0006).

The churned deposit (0006) was cut by a northwest toooo s sssssssssssssssouth-east aligned foundation c
[0076] that was 1.3m wide, extended fully across ththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe ee e e e e e e eeeeeee eeee e eeeee trtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrttrtrtttrtrrrrrrrreneneneneneneneneeneenenenenenenenenenenenenenee ch and was over 0.8m deep. 
had vertical straight sides and the base was unnseseseseseseseseseseseseeseseeseseeeseeeseeeessss eneneneneneneneneneneneneneneenenennnnnnnnnnn. . ... . . ... TTTTTTT T TTTTTTTTTheh  foundation cut held a brick 
and mortar footing (0077), and light orange bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrorororororororororororororororororoororororrooor wnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnnwnnwnwnwnwnwwnnwnwnwnwnwnwwwwn ccc ccccc ccccclal y sand packing fill (0075). 

To the south-west of foundation (00707077707777077707070707777707077770000 7)7)77)77)777)77)77)77)777)77777)77777  t t ttttttt tttt t t t ttt tttttheheheheheheheheheheheheeheheheehehehehehheehheheeeeerererererererererererererererererereererreeeerrrer  wwas another structural feature cutting 
churned layer (0006).  This was a aa a a a a a aa a a aa susususususususususususususuususususuuuusususuususususuuusuuub-b-b-b-b-b-b-b-b-bb-b-b-bb-bbb-b-b-b-bbbbbbbbb rerereererereerererrererrrrrerrerrrr cccccccctctccctctcttcttcctcccccc angular feature [0079] 1.2m wide by 1.28m 
long.  It held a square brick and momomomomomomomomomomoomomomomomomomomommmoomomoomommomomortrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrttrttrtararararararararararararararararararrarararaarararararaaaaaraaarraaa  f    oundation topped by a pyramidal ashlar stone 
column base (0023), and a mixed mimimimimimimiimimimimimiimiimimimimiimiimmiiddddddddddddddd dddddddddddddddddddddd brown sand with chalk and CBM packing fill 



extended approximately 0.5m above the ground surface.  A sample brick from the 
foundation dates from the late 18th to 19th century. 

Overlying churned deposit (0064) to the north-east of foundation (0077), was a thin 
band of light to mid grey sandy silt and clay (0063), that was cut by a feature only seen 
in section.  This cut [0067], had steep concave sides and a concave base and was 
0.48m wide and 0.40m deep.  It contained a mid brown silt sand fill (0066).  Sealing this 
feature was a thin band of dark reddish brown gritty sand (0062). 

This was overlain by an off-white crushed chalk deposit (0060) that was present along 
the length of the trench.  A couple of bricks were present in this deposit where it would 
have abutted foundation (0077) but not enough was present to indicate what kind of 
structure it belonged to.  On the surface of (0060) there was a thin band of dark brown 
to black sandy silt (0059) that was at most 0.05m thick.  At the eastern end of Trench 3 
a light brown sandy gravel deposit (0088), 0.08m thick, occupied a similar position over 
chalk layer (0060). 

Deposit (0059) was cut by a linear feature [0058], that abutted foundation (0077), and 
was 1.4m wide and 0.62m deep.  This had steep straight sides and a sloping base and 
held a mixed mid grey sandy silt fill and a ceramic drain (0057).   On the other (western) 
side of foundation (0077) a mixed mid grey brown silt sand deposit 0.30m thick was 
over (0059). 

In the north-western corner of Trench 3 deposit (0056) was cut by a linear feature 
[0055] measuring over 1.95m long by over 0.26m wide by over 0.55m deep.  This was 
clearly of modern date so was not fully excavated.  To the east of this, and also cutting 
deposit (0056) was a linear feature [0053] that matched the alignment of foundation 
[0077].  This was 0.78m wide and 1.02m deep, and had vertical sides and a stepped 
base.  It held a mid grey sandy silt fill (0026). 

The eastern portion of the trench had a mixed dark grey sand silt deposit 0.24m thick 
overlying (0088).  The stratigraphic sequence was completed with a dark pink crushed 
brick deposit (0025), varying in thickness from 0.2m to 0.35m. 

12

Overlying churned deposit t (0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0000(00(00(0(0000(000606060606060606060606006060000606060 4) to the north-east of foundation (0077), was ss s ss s sssssssss s sss ss a aaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa a thththththththtthhthththtthhhthtththttththhin 
band of light to mid greey y yy y yyy yy y yyy y y yyy y sasasasasasassasasasasasasssasasasasasssasssaaasaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndndnddnnnnn y yy silt and clay (0063), that was cut by a feaatutututuututututututututuutuuuuuutuutt rererererererererererererereereeerrererrererrerre o o o oo o o oo oooooooooooooo ooo onnnnlnnnlnnnnnnn y seen
in section.  This cut [0[0[0[000[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[000[0[0000[00[[0[00[ 0606060606060606060606060006006006060600006060606667]7]7]7]7]7]7]7]77]7]7]777]]7]7]]7], hah d steep concave sides and a concave bbbbbbbbbbbbasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasassasasassssaa e eeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee ananananananaanananananananananananananaaaaaa d d was
0.48m wide and 0000000000000000000000000000.4.4.4.44.44.44444.444.44.44.4.44. 0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0mm0m0m0mm0m0mm0mmm dddddddddeep.  It contained a mid brown silt sand filllllllllllllllllllllll ((( ( ( ( (( ( ( ((( ((((((((((00000000000000000000000000000000000000000066666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666 )).)   Sealing th
feature was ssssssssss a aaaaaaaa aaa a a aaaaa ththththththththhthhhthhththththththhhththhtttthhinininnininininninininininnininnnnnnn bbb b b b b b b bb bbb bbbbbbbbbbbb baaaanaaaaaa d of dark reddish brown gritty sand (000000000000000000000000626262626262222626222622226266 ).).).).).).).).).).).).))).).).)).)))).).))))   

This wasasasasasasasasasassasasasasasasassasasasasasasassaasssssssssssas o o o o oo o o o o o ooo oooooooo ooooooooooooovevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevvveveveeveeevevevveeveverrrrrrlrrrrrrrrrrr ain by an off-white crushed chalk deposit (000000000000000000000000000000000006060606060606060606060606060606060606006060606060606060606060006060606600 0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0))0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)0)000)0)0)0)0)0)0)00)) t  t t t tttt ttt that was present along 
the lengththththththththththhhhhhthhhhthhhthhhthhhhhhhhhhhh o oo oo o oooo oooooooo oooooooooooooooooooooof ff ff f ffff ff ff fffffffffffff fffffffff ffff tht e trench.  A couple of bricks were present innnnnnnnn ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthihhihihihihihihihihihhhihihhihihihhihhihihihihihhihihhhihihhihhhhhhihhhhih sssssssssss ssssssssssssssssssss deposit where it would
have abutted foundation (0077) but not enough was present to indicate what kind of 
structure it belonged to.  On the surface of (0060) there was a thin band of dark brown
to black sandy silt (0059) that was at most 0.05m thick.  At the eastern end of Trench 3
a light brown sandy gravel deposit (0088), 0.08m thick, occupied a similar position ove
chalk layer (0060). 

Deposit (0059) was cut by a linear feature [0058]8]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]], , , , , , , , , , , ththththththttthththththththththththththhhhthtthht atatatatatatatatatatatatataaataatatatataat aaaa aaaaa aaaaa a abutted foundation (0077), and 
was 1.4m wide and 0.62m deep.  This had steeeeeeeeeeeeeeeepepepepeepepeepepepepepepepepepepepepeeeepepeppepepepeepp ssssssssssssssssssssssssstrttrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrttrrtrtrtrtrtrtttrrrrrrtrt aaaaiaaaaaaa ght sides and a sloping base and
held a mixed mid grey sandy silt fill and a cececeeecececeeceeeeececeeceeeeecececeeeecerrarararararararaararararrarrr mimimimimimimimmimmimimmimimimmmimimmmmmmmmmm cccccc ccccccccc drain (0057).   On the other (western
side of foundation (0077) a mixed mid grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrrgrgrgrgrrrrrgrrggggggg eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeyeeyeyeyyeyy bb b b b bb bb bbbbbbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbrorororrorrorororororrrrrrrrrr wwn silt sand deposit 0.30m thick was 
over (0059). 

In the north-western corner of Trereeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeencncncncncncncnccncncncncncncncncncncnccncncncncncncnccccncncccnccncnccch h hh h h h hhh h hhhhh hh hhhhhhhh hhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 3 3 deposit (0056) was cut by a linear feature 
[0055] measuring over 1.95m long bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbby over 0.26m wide by over 0.55m deep.  This was
clearly of modern date so was not fully excavated.  To the east of this, and also cuttingf
deposit (0056) was a linear feature [0053] that matched ff the alignment of foundation
[0077].  This was 0.78m wide and 1.02m deep, and had vertical sides and a stepped 
base.  It held a mid grey sandy silt fill (0026). 

The eastern portion of ttheheeeheheheheheeheheeheheeheeheeeehhehhh  t tttttt ttttt ttttttttrererererererererereeerererererereererererereerer nnnnncncnnncncnnnnnnnnnnnnn h had a mixed dark grey sand silt deposit t 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.000.00.00000000.24242224242424242424242424242424242424224424242444m m mm mm mm m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm thick 
overlying (0088).  Theeheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s s s s ss s s s s s s sstrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrttrtrrrtrrrtrrt atatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataatatataataaaaaattaaaa igigigigiigi raphic sequence was completed with a dararararrrrararrrrararrararararrrrrarrrk kkkkkkk k k kkk k k k kk kkkkkkkkkkk pipipipipipipipipipipipipiipipipipiippiiipipiippp nknknknnknknnnknknknknknknknknnnnnnknknnknknnn  ccrushed
brick deposit (002225)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)5)55555))5)), ,, vavavavavavavavavavavavavavavaavavavavavaaavvavavavavavavvav rrrryryryryryrrryryrrrrr ing in thickness from 0.2m to 0.35m.



Figure 7.  Trench 3. Plan of south-western end 

Figure 8.  Trench 3 section 
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Figure 7.  Treencnccncncncncncncncnccncncncncncncncnccncccncnn h h hhh 3.33333.3.3.3.3.3333.3.3.3333.3333333333 PlPlPlPPPlPlPlPlPlPlPPlPPlPlPlPllPlPlPPPPP aaanaa  of south-western end

Figure 8.  Trencch h h  3 333 3 3 33 33 333333333333333 seseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeeeseseesseseseeectctctctctctctctctctcctctctctctccctccctcctctctccc iiiioioiioiiii n



5.5 Trench 4 

This was placed in what appeared to be a courtyard area in order to avoid 19th century 
and modern foundations.  Once excavated, access to this trench was limited due to 
flooding and the presence of hydrocarbon contamination.  Recording was therefore 
limited to the trench edge resulting in a less detailed record of the stratigraphy than in 
other trenches. 

The following sequence was recorded in the centre of the trench: 

Context Depth Description 
0025 0 – 0.08m Dark pink crushed brick.  Modern hardcore. 
0089 0.08m – 0.34m Mixed dark grey sandy silt.  Make up layer. 
0090 0.34m – 0.50m Off white crushed chalk floor. 
0094 0.48m – 1.04m+ Mixed dark grey and dark brown organics and sandy silt 

Table 3. Trench 4 deposit sequence 

This sequence extended throughout the trench except in two areas.  Along the north-
eastern edge of the trench a large modern feature [0093], measuring approximately 
5.5m by over 1m was seen.  It held a dark grey brown organic and sand silt fill with 
CBM inclusions (0092).   Also, two elements of a brick foundation (0091) were seen 
along the south-eastern and south-western sides.  Together they probably formed the 
footings for a south-east to north-west aligned wall, and its north-east to south-west 
return.

5.6 Trench 5 

This trench was placed to determine the type of activity in the southern portion of the 
site.  It was perpendicular to the course of the river Gipping, and was placed to minimize 
the number of 19th century foundations hit.  In the early 19th century the map evidence 
suggests this was a lane between buildings, which was built over by the later part of the 
century.

The following sequence was recorded in the centre of the trench, and was present 
pretty uniformly along the trench: 

Context Depth Description 
0095 0 – 0.42m Mixed orange brown sand and dark grey sand silt with brick 

rubble inclusions.  Make-up layer. 
0096 0.42m – 0.92m Lt brown mottled with lt grey clay.  Make up layer. 
0097 0.92m – 1.06m Dark grey sandy silt and brick and tile rubble.  Demolition layer. 
0098 1.06m – 1.12m Off white chalk surface.  Chalk surface, probably exterior. 
0099 1.12m – 1.48m Mid brown sandy clay and gravelly sand with CBM inclusions. 

Possible make up layer. 
0100 1.48m – 1.52m Orange brown sandy clay.  Possible natural alluvial deposit. 
0101 1.52m + Dark grey clay.  Trench wide alluvial natural deposit. 

Table 4. Trench 5 deposit sequence 

At the south-western end of trench 5 there were the remains of a modern brick lined 
feature (0102).  This masonry was over 3.5m wide by circa 4m long and 1.7m deep.
The masonry had been partly removed by a large cut [0103], that was of similar 
dimensions.  This was then infilled with brick rubble in a dark grey sandy silt matrix 
(0104), that was 3.5m long by over 3.1m wide by 1.7m deep. 

14

This was placed in what appeppppp ared to be a courtyard area in order to avoid 19thh century
and modern foundations.  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOncnncncncnncncncncncnncncncncncncnnnnnnnccce eeee excavated, access to this trench was limiteddddddddddddddd d d ddddd dddddd d d dd d dd ddd ddddddueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueeeeeeeee to 
flooding and the presencnccnccncncnccnccncnccnccncnccnccccceee eeeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofffofooofooofo h hhhhhhhhh hhhhhhhhhydy rocarbon contamination.  Recording wassasassassssssssss tt ttttttttttt tttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehehhehheeheeheeeeeeehererererererererereerererrrrrrererrrererereffofffffffffff re 
limited to the trench ededededededededededededdededededeededededdededeeedeede gegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegeegegeggg  rrrrrrrrrresulting in a less detailed record of the straraaaaaaaaaaatitiittititititititititititiitittititttigrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrgrgggggrgrapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapaapapaapapapapappapapaa hhhhhhyhyhhhhhhhhhhh  than in 
other trenches.

The followowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowooowowowowowowowwowinininininnininnininininnniniinninnnniing g g ggggggggggggggggggggggg seseseseseseseseseseseesesesesesesesseseseeeqquqqqqqqqqqqqqqq ence was recorded in the centre of the ttttttttttttttttttttttrerererererererererereererereeerereeeeeereeeereencncncncncncncncnccnncnccncncncncncncncnccncncncnnnn h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:h:::h:: 

Contntntttnttttttttttttttexexexexexexexxexexexexexexeexexxexexexexxexxexexxxexeexexeexeeexeeeexee t ttttt ttt tt tttt tttt ttt ttttttttttt ttttttttt Depth Description 
0025 0 – 0.08m Dark pink crushed brick.  Modern hardcore. 
0089 0.08m – 0.34m Mixed dark grey sandy silt.  Make up layer.
0090 0.34m – 0.50m Off white crushed chalk floor. 
0094 0.48m – 1.04m+ Mixed dark grey and dark brown organics and sandy silt 

Table 3. Trench 4 deposit sequence 

This sequence extended throughout the trench exccccepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeeeepepeepe tttttt ttttttttttt ininiiiiiiiiii  two areas.  Along the north-
eastern edge of the trench a large modern featururrrrurrrrurrururrururuu eee eeee eeeeeee eeeeeeeeee [0[0[0[[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[0[00[000[0[0[000[0[00[00909090909090909090909090900900990900 33], measuring approximately 
5.5m by over 1m was seen.  It held a dark grgrrgrrrgrrgrrrgggggggggggg eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeeyyeyyyyyyy bb b b bb b b bbb b bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrororororororororoorororoorororororrorrrr wwwnwnw  organic and sand silt fill with 
CBM inclusions (0092).   Also, two elemenennnnnennnnennnnnnnnnnnnnntststststststststststsststsstsstsstststssttt  o o o o o o o o o ooooooooooooooof fffff f ffff f ffff ffffffffffffff aaaa aaaaaaaa brb ick foundation (0091) were seen 
along the south-eastern and south-weeewewewewewewewweweewewwwwwweewewewweststststststststststststststttsttstsststsstsststss ererererererererererererererererrererererrn n nnn n n n nnn nn nnn nn nn ssisisissisisissssssssissssss dedd s.  Together they probably formed the 
footings for a south-east to north-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-ww-ww-w-w-w-w--w-w---www-wwweseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseseseeeeeseseeeseeeeeeeee t tttt tttt tttttttttt alalalalalalalalallallaalalalalalaalaallla igigigigigigigigigigigigigigigigiggnen d wall, and its north-east to south-west 
return.

5.6 Trench 5 

This trench was placed to determine the type of activity in the southern portion of the f
site.  It was perpendicular to the course of the river Gipping, and was placed to minimiz
the number of 19th century fouo ndations hit.  In the early 19th century the map eeeevivvv dence 
suggests this was a lane bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbetetetetetetetetetettttetttetetettetetetteteetettette wewwwwwwewwwwwwww en buildings, which was built over by the lateeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer r r r r r r rr r rrrrrrrrr rr r rrrr papapapapapapapappapapapapapappapapppapapapapapapapaap rtr  of th
century.

The following seeeeeeeeeeequququququququququququququququuquququqququq enenenenenenenenenenenenenenenennnenennne cecececececececececccecececccceccccccccc  was recorded in the centre of the trench, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndnndndndndddnnndnn  w w wwwwww w w ww www w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwaaaaaasasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa  present 
pretty unifofoormmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmlylylylylylylylylylylylylylyylyylyylyylylyylyyy a a a a a a a aa a aaaa a aaalololololololoololoolololololoooooooooololoooooolooloooonngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  the trench: 

Coooooooooooooooooooooooooooontntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnnntnnnnnnnttnnnnn exexexexexexexexexexexeexexexexexeexexeexexeexxexxexxttttttttt ttttttttttt Depth Description 
00000000000000000000000000000095959595959559555959595959595959555595955595959555999595959559595955 0 – 0.42m Mixed orange brown sand and daaaaaaaaaarkrkrkrkrkrkrkkrkrkrkrkrkrkkkkkkkkkkkkkrkkkrkkkkkkrkrkrkk g g g g gg g g g gg gg gg gg g g g gg g gg gg g ggg gggggggggggrererererereerereerrererererererererrererrrererererrerererrerrr y sand silt with brick 

rubble inclusions.  Make-up layer. 
0096 0.42m – 0.92m Lt brown mottled with lt grey clay.  Make up layer. 
0097 0.92m – 1.06m Dark grey sandy silt and brick and tile rubble.  Demolition layer.
0098 1.06m – 1.12m Off white chalk surface.  Chalk surface, probably exterior. 
0099 1.12m – 1.48m Mid brown sandy clay and gravelly sand with CBM inclusions. 

Possible make up layer.
0100 1.48m – 1.52m Orange brown sandy clay.y.....    PoPoPoPoPoPoPoPoPoPoPoPoPPoPPoPoPoPPoPoPPoPoP ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ible natural alluvial deposit. 
0101 1.52m + Dark grey clay.  Trench hhh hhhhhhhhhhhhh wwwwwwwiwiwwiwiwiwiwiwwiwiwwiwwwwww dededededededededededededededeeedeeedeee a aaaaaaaaa aaaallllllll uvial natural deposit. 

Table 4. Trench 5 deeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeepopopopopopopopopoopooopopopopopoopopopooooopopopoppp sisisisisisisisssississsisississsssss tttttttt tttttttttttttt sesequence 

At the south-western end of trench 5 theheheeheeeeeeeeeeeeehheeeeeeeeererererererereererererereerererereereereee wwww www wwwww w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwweereeererererererereeeeeeeeereeeereeeee e the remains of a modern brick lined 
feature (0102).  This masonry was s ssssss ssssss sssssss ovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovvvovovvovoovoovvoovvo eeeerererereeerreeeeeereeeeeeeeeerer 33 3 3 3333 33 3 3 333333333333333.......555555m5m5m5m5m5555555555555555  wide by circa 4m long and 1.7m deep.
The masonry had been partly remomomomomomomommomomomomomomomomomomomomoomomomomomomomomoomomomoomoooomooveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveeveveveveveveveeveeeeedddd dddddddddddddddddddddddddd by a large cut [0103], that was of similar 
dimensions.  This was then infilleddddd ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwititititititititititttititititititititititittittittttittititittittttth hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh brick rubble in a dark grey sandy silt matrix 
(0104) that was 3 5m long by over 3 1m wide by 1 7m deep



6. Finds and environmental evidence (Richenda Goffin) 

6.1 Introduction  

Finds were collected from 7 contexts, as shown in the table below. 

OP Pottery CBM Burnt flint Animal bone  Small Finds  Spotdate
No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g

0006 1 103 Post-med
0007 1 57 Post-med
0022 1 1949 L17th-18th C 
0023 2 3114 18th-19th C 
0024 2 52 15th-16th C 
0027 

0029 3 28 1 5 3 29

SF 1001 1 copper 
alloy @ 9g 

16th-18th C 
Total 5 80 5 5223 1 5 3 29

Table 5. Bulk finds 

6.2 Pottery 

A total of 5 fragments of pottery were recovered from the evaluation (0.080kg). The 
ceramics were fully catalogued and the data was input into the site database (Appendix 
3).

Three joining fragments of the same vessel were present in deposit 0029 (Trench 1). 
The sherds appear to be worn, discoloured and possibly burnt, and their outer surfaces 
have been adversely affected, probably by depositional changes. They are made in a 
medium sandy redware fabric with quartz and flint inclusions. Precise identification is 
difficult given the condition of the pottery, but it can be given the collective fabric name 
of Post-medieval Redware (16th-18th C).

Two fragments of early post-medieval wares were found in deposit 0024 (Trench 2). 
The first sherd has a sagging, knife-trimmed base which has an internal olive green 
glaze. It is made in a medium sandy fabric with moderate quartz, iron oxide and clay 
pellet inclusions, and has a light grey core with oxidised external margin. It is a variant 
of a Late medieval and transitional ware. A second small and abraded sherd of Post-
medieval redware, made in a dense hard brick red fabric, which originally may have 
been slipped and glazed is probably a Late Colchester type ware. Both sherds are of a 
similar date range, 15th-16th century.

6.3 Ceramic building material

Small quantities of ceramic building material were collected from two of the trenches (5 
fragments @ 5.223kg). The material has been fully quantified with a catalogue on the 
database.

The remains of a large brick encased in off-white mortar was sampled from the brick 
foundation 0022 of the possible malting building in Trench 1. The brick is light purple in 
colour and has white clay bands and sparse flint inclusions. Two complete dimensions 
are measurable, the width (115mm) and the height (65mm). These measurements and 
the type of brick indicate that it dates from the Late 17th-18th century (Drury Type LB3).
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6.1 Introduction 

Finds were collectedddddddd f f fffffffffff fffffffffrororororororororororororrororroroorroorrororrr m mmm m m m mmmmm mmmmmmmmm 77777 7777777777777777 contexts, as shown in the table below. 

OP Potttererrrrrrrrry y y yyy yyyy y y y yyyyyyyyyyyy CBM Burnt flint Animal bone  Smmmmalalalalalalalalaaalalalaalalallalaalaalaaaaaaa l ll lll l ll lllllllll FiFiFFiFiFFiFiFiFFiFiFiFiFiFFFFiiindndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddnndndndndndndnnndnddnnn ssssssss sssssss Spotdate
NoNoNoNoNooNoNoNoNoNoNooNoNoNoNoNoNoNooooNoNoNNN ............ WtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWtWWWtttWtWtWWt/g/g/g/g/g/g/g/g//////g/g/g/g/gg//g/g/g// No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g/g/gggg/g/gg/g/ggg/g/g/g/gg/gggggg

0006 1 103 Post-med
0007 1 57 Post-med
0022 1 1949 L17th-18t
0023 2 3114 18th-19th
0024 2 52 15th-16th
0027 

0029 3 28 1 5 3 29

SF 1001 1 copper 
alloy @ 9g 

16th-18th
Total 5 80 5 5223 1 5 3 29

Table 5. Bulk finds 

6.2 Pottery 

A total of 5 fragments of pottery were recoooocooooooooooooveveveveveveveveveveveveeeeveveeeveevevveveerererererererererererererererereeeeeererereeeeeed d dd dd d d ddddddddddddddddddddd frffffffrfrffffffffff om the evaluation (0.080kg). The 
ceramics were fully catalogued and theeheeeeeeeeeeeeee d d d d ddddddddddddddddddddddddatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataaaaaataa aa aa a a a a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa wwwwawwwwwwwwwwwww s input into the site database (Appendi
3).

Three joining fragments of the sammmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmme e eee ee e ee ee e eee e ee eee e e ee eeeeeeeeeeee vevvvvvvvevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv ssel were present in deposit 0029 (Trench 1). 
The sherds appear to be worn, discoloured and possibly burnt, and their outer surface
have been adversely affected, probably by depositional changes. They are made in a 
medium sandy redware fabric with quartz and flint inclusions. Precise identification is 
difficult given the condition of the pottery, but it can be given the collective fabric name
of Post-medieval Redware (16th-18th C).

Two fragments of earlyy p ppppppppppppppppppppppppososososososososososooosososososossosooooooosoo t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t--t-tt-t-t-t--tt mmmmmmemmmmmmmemmmmmmm dieval wares were found in deposit 0024 ((((((((((((((((TrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTTrTTrTrTrTrTrTrTTTTTTTTrTTT enenenenenenenennnenenenenennnenenenennnnnnenennchcchchchcchchchhchcchchchchhhcchhchchccc  2). 
The first sherd has a a a a a aaa sasasassasasasasassasasasassasassasasassasssasagggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggininininininininininiiniininiiiiiiii g,g  knife-trimmed base which has an interrnanananaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal ll llll llllll llllllllll ololollololololololololololololollllooooo ivivivivvivivivvivvvvvvivvvivvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeee eeeee green 
glaze. It is made e inininnininnnninininnnnnnnnnnnnin aa a aa a a a a aaaa mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmedeeeeeeeededeeeeeee ium sandy fabric with moderate quartz, irrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrononoononononononononononnonnnonnooonooo  oo oo o o oooooooooo ooooxixixixxxxixixixixixixxixixixxxxxixixxxixx ddddeddddddeddedddddddddddd  and clay 
pellet inclusiononnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns,s,s,s,s,ss,s,s,ss,s,sssssss,ssss  a a aa a aa aa aaaaaaaaaaaaaandnndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnndnnndndddndndnddndnnn  hhhhas a light grey core with oxidised externanaaal l l llll l ll lllll mamamamamamamamamammmamammamamamammmamammmmamamaamaaaaargrgrgrgrgrgrgrggrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrrrrgrgrgrgrgrggrrrrr iiiiiniinii . It is a variant 
of a Late eeeeee e eeeeeeeeeeeee memememememememememememememememememememmeeeeeedididididididididdididididddddididdiddddididd evevevevevevevevevevevevevevevvevvevevveveveevveevvaaaaaalaaalaaaa  and transitional ware. A second small aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndnndndndndndndddnddnndndnnd aa aaa aaaaa a aaaaaaaabrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbrbrbbbrbrbrbrbradadadadadadadadadadadadadaadaadaadaadaddaa ed sherd of Post-
medievvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvalalalalalalalalalaallalalalaalalalaaalaalalalalaaaaaalaaa  r rrrrr rr rrrrrrrrr rrr rrrrrr rreededededededededdedededeededeededededeedeeeeeeedeeedwawwwwwwwwawwwwwwwwww re, made in a dense hard brick red fabric, ,, ,,,, , ,,, , ,,,,,,,, whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhhwhhwhwwhhhwhw iciiiccciciciiciciciciccicciccciciciciciccicchhhhhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh originally may have
been slilliiiiiiiiiiiippppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppededededededededededededededededededededededededededdedededededddeddddededeededeeeddd and glazed is probably a Late Colchester typppppppppppppppppppppe e ee e e e ee eee ee e eeeeeee eeeee wawawawawwawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwwawaawwawawwwawawwawwawawwwawww re. Both sherds are of a
similar datett  range, 15th-16th century.

6.3 Ceramic building material

Small quantities of ceramic building material wereee cc cccc cccccccccccc ccccc ccccololololololooololololololololololololoooloolooo leleelelelelelelelelelellleleeeeleeeeeeeeectctctctctctctctctctctctctccctccctcccccccc ed from two of the trenches (5
fragments @ 5.223kg). The material has been fufufufufufuufufuufufufufufufufufuuuuuuffulllllllllllllllllllllllll y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ququqququququqqququququqququqququuquuuqquqqqq antified with a catalogue on the 
database.

The remains of a large brick encassssededededededededdddededededededdeddedededeeddeeeeeee  iiii  i  i i  iiin nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ofofofofofofofofofofofoofofofofofofoofoffffoofo f-f-f-f-f-f-f-f-ff-f-f-f-f-f-f-fffffff-f-ffffff wwhwhwwwwwwwww ite mortar was sampled from the brick 
foundation 0022 of the possible mamamamamamamamamamamamaaamamaaamamamaamamamamaaammaltltltlltltltlttltlttltltlttttlttlttlttltltltltlttttttininnninininininininiiinininiinnininiinininininnnng gggg g g g g g gg gggggg g g ggg bubbbbbbbbbububbbbbb ilding in Trench 1. The brick is light purple in
colour and has white clay bands ananaananannanananannannnnnnnnnnnnnnd dddd dd d d dd d d d d d dd dd d d dd ddd dd d dddddddddddd spspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspsspsspsspsspspspssssspsspss arse flint inclusions. Two complete dimensions
are measurable, the width (115mm))) and the height (65mm). These measurements and



A second, almost complete brick was recovered from 0023, part of a brick and mortar 
base which may have provided support for a raised floor in another possible malting 
structure in Trench 3. The brick is made in a fine hard orange fabric with black ?ferrous 
inclusions, and is covered in cream mortar. The full dimensions of this brick were 
recorded, length 230mm, width 110mm and height 60mm. Similar bricks measured for 
the Suffolk brick survey on existing buildings in Bury St Edmunds date to the late 18th -
19th century.

Two fragments of post-medieval rooftile were recovered from Trench 3. One fragment 
found in deposit 0006 has a large circular peghole (diameter 15mm). It is unusual in 
appearance and may be an example of a tile which was attached only with a single 
peghole rather than having two, which is more standard. A second rooftile was collected
from waterlain deposit 0007.  

6.4 Metalwork 

The only small find recovered from the evaluation is a heavily encrusted copper alloy 
disc, probably a coin, which was found in the fill 0027 of a possible foundation cut in 
Trench 1 (SF1001, diameter 27mm). No details can be seen without radiography. 

6.5 Miscellaneous 

A single fragment of burnt flint was collected from deposit 0029 in Trench 1. 

6.6 Animal bone 

Three fragments of animal bone recovered from deposit 0029 (Trench 1) include a 
fragment of sheep scapula and a single bovine phalange.

6.7 Environmental samples (Val Fryer) 

6.7.1 Introduction and method statement 

A single organic deposit 0024 of possible early post medieval date was sampled for the 
evaluation of the content and preservation of the plant macrofossil assemblage.

The sample was processed by manual water flotation/washover and the flot was 
collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. As the flot was seen to contain a number of 
waterlogged/de-watered macrofossils, it was stored in water prior to sorting, but 
subsequently air-dried for ease of storage. The wet retents were scanned under a 
binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 16 and the plant macrofossils and other 
remains noted are listed in Appendix *. Nomenclature within the table follows Stace 
(1997). Both charred and de-watered macrofossils were recorded. 

The non-floating residue was collected in a 1mm mesh sieve and will be sorted when 
dry. Any artefacts/ecofacts have been retained for further specialist analysis. 

6.7.2 Results

The assemblage was largely composed of fragments of de-watered wood and root/stem 
and pellets of densely compacted organic mud. However, charcoal/charred wood 
fragments were also moderately common along with a small number of poorly 
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structure in Trench 3. The brick is made in a fine hard orange fabric with black ?f?????? errous
inclusions, and is covered i i iiiiiiiiiiiiiin n n n n n n nn n nn n n nnnnnnnn n crcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrccrcrcrccrccrcrcrcream mortar. The full dimensions of this brick wewewewewewewewewewewewewweweeweweweeweewewwewewww rerererererereereeeeerereeerereeeeeereee 
recorded, length 230mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm, ,,,,,,, ,,,, wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwiwiwwiwiwwiwiwiwiwiwwww dtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtddtdtdtdtdtdtdtddtdtdtdddddd h hhh 110mm and height 60mm. Similar bricks memememememememememememememeemeeememememmmmmmmmmm asasasasasasasasasasassssasasssasasaasasasasaasaasaa uuuuuuruuuuuuuu ed for
the Suffolk brick survvvvrvvvvrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvveyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeyeyeyeyeyeeeyy oo o o ooooooo oo oooooooooooon nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn existing buildings in Bury St Edmunds datte ee eeeeeeeeeeee ee tototototototototototototootototottotoototooooott  tttttt t t t t tttt ttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehhehhehehehehehehehehehh  late 18th 
19th century.

Two fragggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggmemememememememememmemememememememmemeememeeememememmentntntntnttntntntntntntntttnnnnnnnnnnnnn s sss s sssss s sss s s ssss ofofofofofofoofofofofofofofoffoffo  post-medieval rooftile were recovered frorororororooororoorooroorooroooooroooorrrrr m m m mm m mmmm m mm mm m mm mmmmmmm mmm mmm mm mmm TrTrTrTrTrTrTrTTTrTrTrTTTTrTTTTTTTTTTTTT eneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeenennenenennnncccccchcccc  3. One fragment 
found innnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn d d d dd d d ddddddd dd d d ddd ddddddd dd ddd dddepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepepepepepepeppepepeepeepepeepeppepeppepepppoooooosooooooooooooooooooo it 0006 has a large circular peghole (diameeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeteteteteteteteteteteteeteeetetett r r r rr rrrrrrrr rrr rrrrrrr rrr 115151151515151515151515151515115151515115115111515155515115mm). It is unusual in
appearannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnncececececececececececeecececececececcececececeececececeececceeeececececececceeecce a aaaa a aaaa a aaaaaa nd may be an example of a tile which was atttttttttttttttttt acacacacacacacaccacacacacacaccacacacacacacacacacacaccacaccaccacacacacaccacaccccccchehehehhhhehhehhehehhhhhhhehhhehhehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh d only with a single 
peghole rather than having two, which is more standard. A second rooftile was collecte
from waterlain deposit 0007. 

6.4 Metalwork 

The only small find recovered from the evaluation iss aaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa h   eavily encrusted copper alloy 
disc, probably a coin, which was found in the fill 0000000000000000000000002020202020200020202020202020202020202022220200022220 77 7 7 777 7 7 7 7777 7777777 ofofofofofofofofofofooofofofoffoffooo  a possible foundation cut in 
Trench 1 (SF1001, diameter 27mm). No detailllllllllillls s ssss ss ssss ssss s s s s s s sssssssss cacacacacacacacacacacacaacacacacacaacacaaaaaaannnnn n n n nnn n n nnnnnnnnnnnn bebbbbbb  seen without radiography. 

6.5 Miscellaneous 

A single fragment of burnt flint wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasaasasasasasasasasasassasasasasasaasasasaasaaasasaasassa  cocococococococococooccococococcooococococooococcolllllllllllllllllll eceeeeeeee ted from deposit 0029 in Trench 1. 

6.6 Animal bone 

Three fragments of animal bone recovered from deposit 0029 (Trench 1) include a 
fragment of sheep scapula and a single bovine phalange.

6.7 Environmental sampppleleleleeeeeeeeeeeleleleleeeeeeeeeees sssssssssssss (Val Fryer)

6.7.1 Introduction aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndnddddndndndndndnndnnnnnnd m m mmmmm mmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeteeee hod statement 

A single organnnniciciciciciciciccicciciccciciccccciccicicccccii  d d d d d d d d dddddddddddddddddepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeppepepepeepepeppepeppepe ososoosoosooososooosoooo it 0024 of possible early post medieval daaaaaaaaaaaaaaaateteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeetetetetettetetettttett  w w w w w w ww w www wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasasasasaaaaaasaasaasasasaasaaaasaaaa  ssampled for th
evaluationonnononononononononnonnnnonnnonnonnonnonoo o o oo oooo o ooo oooooooooooof ffffffffffffff ffffffff ththththththththththththhththththhhhhhthtthe e e e e ee ee e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeee cccccccccococccccccc ntent and preservation of the plant macccccccccccccccccccccccccrorororororororororororororrorrorroororrrrofoofoofofoofofofofofofofofofofffoffffofff ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ililililililililililllillilililililllll aaaa a a aaaa aassss emblage.

The saampmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmppmpmpmpmpmpmppmmpmpmpmppmpmpmppmmpppmpppmppppleleleeleleeeeleeleleleleleleeleelelelelelleleleleeleleleleeleeeee w www w w w w w w ww w ww w wwwas processed by manual water flotation/washhssshshshshshshshshshshsshsshshshshhshhhhhshhhhovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovvovoovovoovoovovovovvvovoovovvveereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  and the flot was
collected inininniiniiininniininni a aaaa 300 micron mesh sieve. As the flot was seen tttttttttttto oo cocc ntain a number of 
waterlogged/de-watered macrofossils, it was stored in water prior to sorting, but 
subsequently air-dried for ease of storage. The wet retents were scanned under a
binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 16 and the plant macrofossils and othe
remains noted are listed in Appendix *. Nomenclature within the table follows Stace 
(1997). Both charred and de-watered macrofossils wwwwwwwwwwwerererererererererererrerererererererrrererrerrrrerreerre eee e eeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeee rer corded. 

The non-floating residue was collected in a 1mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm  mm m mm m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeseeseseeeseeeeeeeeeeee h h sieve and will be sorted when 
dry. Any artefacts/ecofacts have been retainnininnininininnninnininninninniiinnededededededededededededddedededededededeeedeeed f f ff ff f ff fffff fffffffffffffoooorooororooooorooooroooooo  further specialist analysis. 

6.7.2 Results

The assemblage was largely compopopopopopopopooopopopooopopopopopoooopooopooooooooosesesesesesesesesesesesseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseeeseseeeesseeeddddd ddddddddddddddddd of fragments of de-watered wood and root/ste
and pellets of densely compacted organic mud However charcoal/charred wood



preserved seeds and shells of both terrestrial and freshwater obligate molluscs. The 
seeds were largely of grassland, ruderal and tree/shrub species including bugle (Ajuga
sp.), deadnettle (Lamium sp.), buttercup (Ranunculus sp.), bramble (Rubus sp.) and 
elderberry (Sambucus nigra). A single very poorly preserved charred cereal grain was 
also noted. 

6.7.3 Conclusions 

In summary, although the sample was taken from a deposit which is currently 
waterlogged, the poor condition of many of the macrofossils would appear to indicate 
that the remains have been subjected to intermittent periods of drying and re-wetting 
caused by fluctuations in the local water table. As this may have resulted in the 
destruction of many less robust macrofossils, accurate interpretation of the assemblage 
is not possible. However, it would appear most likely that during the earlier post-
medieval period, this area of Stowmarket comprised a poorly maintained area of damp 
grassland, which was possibly subject to intermittent flooding. 

6.7.4 Recommendations for further work 

Although somewhat sparse, this assemblage clearly illustrates that plant macrofossils 
are preserved within the archaeological horizon at Stowmarket. Therefore, if further 
interventions are planned, it is recommended that additional plant macrofossil samples 
of approximately 20 – 40 litres in volume are taken from all well sealed and dated 
contexts. Special attention should be given to any waterlogged organic deposits, as 
these may provide valuable data about the surrounding environment. It should be noted 
that waterlogged deposits may also preserve arthropod remains and specific specialist 
input may be required for this material. 

6.8 Discussion of the material evidence  
Only small quantities of finds were recovered from the evaluation. It is clear that 
extensive ground disturbance has affected many of the underlying deposits. In addition 
the intermittently waterlogged nature of some of the deposits has affected the condition 
of the artefacts.

No finds of medieval date were identified which could be related to activity associated 
with the old bridge crossing point. If much of the immediate area was marshland during 
this period, it is unlikely that many finds would be present anyway. A small quantity of 
early post-medieval sherds was identified in the two most northerly trenches, which may 
represent dumped material over the marshy ground.

The ceramic building material provided some information on the dating of the 
foundations of two of the probable maltings buildings in Trenches 1 and 3, but the 
approximate date of the construction of these buildings is already known through 
documentary evidence.
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sp.), deadnettle (Lamium sp.),)))))))))  buttercup (Ranunculus sp.), bramble (Rubus sp.p.p.p..p.p...p.p.p.p.pppppppp ) )) and s
elderberry (Sambucus niggggggggggggrararararararararararararaarararaaaararr ).).).).).)).).).))).)).))))))))))  A A A A A A AA AA AAAAAA single very poorly preserved charred cereal gggggggggggggggggggg gggggggrarararararararararararararararaararaaararrarainininininininnnnnininnniniininiiininn was 
also noted.

6.7.3 Conclusionononononononononoonononnononnonoonononooonoooo s ssss s s ssssssssssssss

In summamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamaamammammammmaamaryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryyyyryrryyryrryryyyyyyy, , alaalalalalalalalalalaalalalllllllththththththththththththhthththththhthhthhttt ooooouooo gh the sample was taken from a depossssssssssssssssssssssititititttitittititittitititttititittitiititt w ww w w wwwww wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhhihihihihihhhhihhhhihihihihhhhhhhhhhhh chchchchchchchchchchhhchchhchchchchhhchhhhhhhhh iiiiiiiii i is currently 
waterloggggggggggggogggogggggggggggggggggggggegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegegeggegeegeggegegegegegeegegegegegeeeg d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,dd,d,d,ddd,d,dd,d,d,d,ddd,d,d,ddddddd    tttt  the poor condition of many of the macrofosssssssssssssssssssssssssiillililililiillililililililililllillilililiilliii s s s ss s ss s sss ss ssssss ss ss sss sssssss wowowowowowowowoowowowowwowowowwowowowowowwowwwowowowoowoowowowwwwow uld appear to indicate 
that the rrrrrrrrrrrememememememememmmememememememmmemememmemememmemememememememmemememmemememmememmee aiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaiaaaaaaaaaaaaa ns have been subjected to intermittent periodsdsdsdsdssdsdssdsdsdsdsdssssdsdsddsssssdssssssssss oooooooooo ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo oooooofffffffff fffffffffffffffffffffffffff drying and re-wetting 
caused by fluctuations in the local water table. As this may have resulted in the
destruction of many less robust macrofossils, accurate interpretation of the assemblag
is not possible. However, it would appear most likely that during the earlier post-r
medieval period, this area of Stowmarket comprised a poorly maintained area of damp
grassland, which was possibly subject to intermittent flooding. 

6.7.4 Recommendations for further work 

Although somewhat sparse, this assemblagagagaggagagggagagagagagagaggagaggge e e ee e e e eeeee eeeeeeeee eee clclclclclclclclclccclclclclcclclclcllclllcc eaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaaeaaaeaeeaeeeee rly illustrates that plant macrofossils
are preserved within the archaeological ll hohohohohohohohohoohohohohohohohohohohoohhoooooohohohhh ririririrririririririririririiiiizozzozozozozozozozozozozozozozozozozozoozoozzzzzzzzz nn at Stowmarket. Therefore, if further 
interventions are planned, it is recccccccccccccccccccccccomomomoomomomomomomomomommoomomomomooooommoooommemememememememememememememememmmemememmemeendndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnndndndddndndndndnnddndnnn eede  that additional plant macrofossil samples
of approximately 20 – 40 litres innnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn v v v v vvvv v v vv v v v vv vvvvvv v vv v vvvvvvvoolololoolooloolooolololooololooooooooooooooolloo umumumumumumumumumumumuumumumumumumumuumuumumumumumu e eeeeeeee are taken from all well sealed and dated 
contexts. Special attention shoulddddddddddldldddddddddddddddddddd b b b b bbbb b bbb b bbb b b bb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e e e ee e e e e e ee e e e ee ee e e eeeeeee e e eeeeeee giggggggggggggggggggg ven to any waterlogged organic deposits, as 
these may provide valuable data abobobbbbbbbbbb ut the surrounding environment. It should be note
that waterlogged deposits may also preserve arthropod remains and specific specialist
input may be required for this material. 

6.8 Discussion of the mateeeeeeerial evidence  
Only small quantities offff fff ffffffffffffffininininnnininininininnininininninnnninnnindsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdssdsdsdsssss w www w ww w w wwwww wwwwwwwwwere recovered from the evaluation. It is cleeeeeearararararararrararrararararrararaaaaaaaar t ttttt t tt t ttt t tttttthahahahahahahahahahahahahhahaahaahaahaaaaaaahahaaaaattttttttt ttttttttttt 
extensive ground disstutututuutututuuututuutututututuuutuuutuuuuutut rbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbrbrbrbbbbbbbbbbbbbbananananananananananananananananannanaaanaaaananaannannanaa ceccc  has affected many of the underlying depeppppppppppppppososososososososososososossososoososososososososoosooosititittttitittititttttttttttts.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.ss.sss.s.ss.ss.sss.s.sssss. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIn n addition
the intermittentlyyy wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwatatatataatataatataatatatatatatatatatatataaaa erererererererereerererererrererererereereeerreereeerere lololololololollolololololololoolloloolollollll gggg ed nature of some of the deposits has afffffefefeefeefefefefefefefeefeefeefefeffeffectctctctctctctctctctctctctccctcccctctccc ededededededededededededededdededdededdededeeddeee t tttthe condition
of the artefactstssssssssssssssssss........

No findsdssssssdssssdssdssssssssds o o o ooooo o o o o o oooooooo ooooooooooooooooffff fffffffffffffffff fffffffffffff mmemmmmemememeemememmmmemememmemmmmemm dddddddiddddddidd eval date were identified which could be rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreleleleleleleleleleleleelelelelelelelleleleeleeleleeleeellatatatatatataaatatatatatatatatatatataatatataatatatataatatataataa ededededededdedededededededededdedeedddede  tttttto activity associated
with theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee o o oooo o oo oooooooo oooooooooooooooo dldldldldldlddldldldldlddldldldldldldldldlddddldldldddddddddldd b b b b b b bbb b bbbb b bb bb bbbbbbridge crossing point. If much of the immediaatetetetetetetetetetetetetteteteteteteteeettteeee a aa aaa a aaa aaa a aa a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaarererererererererrererererererererererrereerereerererrererrrerrerrererr a was marshland during
this periodddddd,dddddddddddddddddddddd iiiii iiiiiiiiiit t is unlikely that many finds would be present ananywywway. A small quantity of 
early post-medieval sherds was identified in the two most northerly trenches, which ma
represent dumped material over the marshy ground.

The ceramic building material provided some information on the dating of the 
foundations of two of the probable maltings buildinggs s sss ssss  ssssssss inininininininninininnininnininnnnininnnnin T TT TT T T T T TTTTTTTTTTrenches 1 and 3, but the 
approximate date of the construction of these buildldldldldddddlddddddddldldlddldddddldininininininininininininiiininininininninnnnnii gsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgggsgsgsggsgssggg ii iiiiiiiss s already known through 
documentary evidence.



7.  Discussion  

7.1 Trench 1 

The sequence in Trench 1 is relatively straightforward, and can be assigned to two 
general phases.  Deposit (0043), at the base of the trench, up to the top of deposits 
(0040), (0049), and (0051), is clearly an alluvial sequence related to the wetland 
margins of the River Gipping.  The top of this sequence warrants some discussion.  On 
initial examination it appeared that the top of the alluvium was cut by a number of 
features, excavation of which produced a small finds assemblage.  Further excavation 
of deposits (0029) and (0041) demonstrated this hypothesis to be untrue.  A more likely 
explanation is that over time rubbish was dumped on a probably marshy area and 
incorporated within the alluvium.  The colour changes of parts of the alluvium, which 
had the appearance of cut features, can also be explained.  Almost without exception 
the lighter coloured parts of the alluvium coincided with later intrusive features, which 
suggests that exposure of formerly anaerobic deposits to air has created the 
appearance of features where none exist.  Although recorded initially as possible cut 
features and distinct deposits, (0027), [0036], (0039), (0029), and (0041) may all be 
explained this way. 

Immediately overlying the alluvial deposits were the structural elements of a building, 
suggesting that a portion of the ground surface was removed prior to the construction of 
the building.  This was the case during archaeological monitoring of work at the maltings 
complex (SKT 039) to the south of the site, where pre-maltings ground levels had been 
truncated (Rolfe, 2007). 

The first stage of the construction was the driving of timber piles into the alluvium.  All 
but one of the timbers recorded in the trench can be demonstrated to be part of this 
structure, as they underlay brick foundations, and were at regularly spaced intervals.
The exception was timber (0008) which was retained.  Where the preservation of the 
foundations was good, such as under (0022) the full construction technique was 
evident.  The piles were driven into the alluvium and a timber plank or beam was laid 
over the pilings.  The brick foundation was then built on the plank.  This technique was 
probably designed to cope with the unstable nature of the underlying alluvial deposits 
and has been recorded by the author in similar deposits beside the River Thames in 
London.

According to modern OS maps Trench 1 was placed entirely within the footprint of the 
most recent building.  Certainly foundations (0034) and (0044) look like internal 
partitions, however (0022) looks to be part of an external wall.  This impression is 
reinforced by the associated floor surfaces that are different on either side of (0022).
Deposit (0033) is a rammed chalk floor of a type that is common on the site.  A black 
silty occupation layer (0032) was present over this floor.  At some stage the floor was 
replaced by a sandy gravel floor (0031).  This was distinct from the sandy gravel surface 
(0045) to the east of wall (0022) which was a thicker and dirtier deposit and likely to 
have been an external surface.  Wall (0022) may therefore have been the original end 
of a building that was subsequently extended.  This extension was evident on the 
photographs of the building prior to demolition. 

The wide linear feature [0107] may also have been part of this building.  The condition 
of the trenches prevented a full understanding of this feature.  It certainly cut the chalk 
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7.1 Trench 1 

The sequence in Trenennennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnchchchchchchchchchchchcchccchchccccccc  11 11 1 1 111111111111111 1 11 111111 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii isss s relatively straightforward, and can be assiisiiiiiiiigngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngnggngnngngnnnng ededededededededededdddedddddedededededddddde t ttttttttttttttttto o two
general phases.  DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepeppepepeepeeepeeppososososososososososososososoosososososoossososooo ititititititititititttitititiiiti  (0043), at the base of the trench, up to theheeheheeeeheeeeeeeeee t t t tttttttttttttttttttttopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopooopppppp ooo o o oo o oo oo o oooooooooooffffffffffff fff deposits 
(0040), (0049)9))))))))))))))), , , , , , , , ,,,,,,,,,,,, ananananananananananananananananaanananananaaaaa d d d dd d d dddd d d dddddddddddd ddd (0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(00(0(00(0((0((((((( 00000050 1), is clearly an alluvial sequence relateeeed d d dd d ddd ddddd d d dd d ddd ddddddddd tototototototototttttottototototoototototoototo ttt ttttt t ttt tt t ttttt ttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehhehhhhhehehehehhehheh  wetland 
margins ofofoffofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofoffofoffofoo  ttttt t t tttt tt ttt tttt theheheeheheheeeheheheheheheeheheheheheehehehhhhh R R R R R R RRR R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRivivivivivivivivivivivvivivivivivivivivviii eree  Gipping.  The top of this sequence waaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrananananananannnanananaanananannanannannnnanana tstststststststststststststsstststtstststtttssss ss s s s ss s ss ssss sss s sssssssoooomomoooooomooooooo e discussion.  On
initial exxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxamamamamaamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamammamammmmamammamamamamaamammmamininininninininiininininiininnnninnnnataatatatattatatatatatatatatatattatataaa ion it appeared that the top of the alluvium m m  wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawaawawawawaaawawwawwwawwwaas sss ss sss s ssss sssss sss s sssssss cccccucuccccccccccccccut by a number of 
features, , exexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexxexexexexexexexexexexeexexeexexexeeeexccaccacacaccacacacacaccaccccccacccccccccccacccccccccacc vation of which produced a small finds assemmmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmblblblblblblblblbblblblblblblblblblblblblblbblblblblblblbblblblbbblbllbblbblbllagagaaaaaaaaaaagaaaagaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa e.  Further excavation 
of deposits ((((((((((0029) and (0041) demonstrated this hypothesis to be untrue.  A more likel
explanation is that over time rubbish was dumped on a probably marshy area and 
incorporated within the alluvium.  The colour changes of parts of the alluvium, which 
had the appearance of cut features, can also be explained.  Almost without exception
the lighter coloured parts of the alluvium coincided with later intrusive features, which
suggests that exposure of formerly anaerobic deposis tststststststststststssststststttstststs to air has created the 
appearance of features where none exist.  Althouuughghghghghghhghhghghghghghghghghghhghghghhghg  r r r r r r r r rrrrr rrrrrrrrececececececececececececececececccecccccccceeece orded initially as possible cut
features and distinct deposits, (0027), [0036], ((((((((((((((((((((((((0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 3939393939393939393939393939393939339393939939393933939999993 ),),),))),),)),),),))),)),))))  ((((0029), and (0041) may all be 
explained this way. 

Immediately overlying the alluvial dddddddddddddddddddddeppepeepepepepeeeeeepepepeepeeepeepeposososososososososososososososoosososooosososooosooo ititititiitititititititititiitttttttts s s s ss s ssss sssss ssssssssss wwwwwwwwwwwewwwwwwww re the structural elements of a building, 
suggesting that a portion of the gggggggggggggggggggggggggggroroororororororororoororororoororororororororororororoooununununununununununununununununuuuuuunuuuuuuuuuunuuuuuu d ddddddddddddddddddddd ssussssssusussusussssss rface was removed prior to the construction o
the building.  This was the case ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddururururururururururururrurururururururuurrurrrurrrurrurrururrurrrrininininnnininniniininininininininininininininninininnnnnnininnnng gggggggggggggggggggggggggggg archaeological monitoring of work at the malting
complex (SKT 039) to the south offfffffffffffffffffff tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehhhehhehhhehehehehehehhehhhhhhhhhehe site, where pre-maltings ground levels had been
truncated (Rolfe, 2007). 

The first stage of the construction was the driving of timber piles into the alluvium.  All 
but one of the timbers recorded in the trench can be demonstrated to be part of this
structure, as they underlay brbrbrbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb ick foundations, and were at regularly spaced innteteteteteteeteteeeteteeeetetettttervals.
The exception was timbberererrrrrrrrrrrrrrr ( ( (( (( (((( ( ( (((((((((((( (((000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080000000000000000000 ) which was retained.  Where the preservavaaatiititititititititittitiiiitiitit onononononoonononononononononononononoooononoo  o o ooo ooooo oooooooo oooooooo of f the 
foundations was goodddddddddddddddd, ,,,,, ,,, ,, ,,,, sususususususususususususususususususussusuuuuuuuuuuchchchchchchhchchchchchchchchchchchchcchchccccccccccc  as under (0022) the full construction techniqiqiqiqiqqqqqqqqqiqiqiqiqqiqiqqqqqqqqqqqueueueueueueueueueueueueeueueueeeeeeeee www w w w w w wwwwwww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwaasaaaaaaaa  
evident.  The piles ss s s ssss sss weweweweweweweweweweweweweweweweweweweeeweweweweweewerererererererereererereerererereeeeeerreeerreeee dd d d ddd dddddd  dd ddriven into the alluvium and a timber plank ooooooooooooooooooooooor rrr r r r r r r r r r r rrrrrrrr rr bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebbebebebebebebbbebbeeeeeeamamamamaamamaaamamamamamamamaaaaamamaaamaaaa  was laid 
over the pilingsgssssssssssssss. ....  T T T T TT T TTTT T TTTTTTTTTTTTTThehehehehehehehehehehehehehheheheheheheheeeehhh  bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrick foundation was then built on the plankkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk. . ... . . .....  TTT TTT TT TT TTT TTT TTTTTThihihihihihihihihihihihhihhhihihihhhhhhhihh s sss sssss s sss s s ss ttttttetttttt chnique was
probablyy dddddddddddddddddddddddesesesesesesessssessesesesseseeseseeseee igigigigigigigiggigigigigiggiggigigigggigigiggigigneneneneneneneneneneneneneneenneeneeeeeeeed ddd d d dddddddddd dd ddddddddddd ttot  cope with the unstable nature of the uuuuuuuundnndndnndnndnnndndndndndnndnnnndndndnnnndnn ererererererererrererererrerereeerrereereereee lylylylylylylylylylyllylyylylylylyyyyyyyyyininnnnnininnininininninnnnnnninininnnnnnggggggg gggggggggggggggggg alluvial deposits 
and hassssssssssssss ssssssss bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebbeebebeeebebbeeneneneneneneneneeneeeneneneeneneennnn rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeee orded by the author in similar deposits bebebeebebebebbebebebebebebebebebebebbebbbebebeeeeeeesisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisiisisisssisisississisissssisssidededdededededededededededededededeedeedeededededdddd  ttttttttttttttttttttttthhehehhhhhhhehhhhhhhhhhhh  River Thames in 
Londonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn........

According to modern OS maps Trench 1 was placed entirely within the footprint of the 
most recent building.  Certainly foundations (0034) and (0044) look like internal 
partitions, however (0022) looks to be part of an external wall.  This impression is f
reinforced by the associated floor surfaces that are different on either side of (0022).
Deposit (0033) is a rammed chalk floor of a type that isisisisisissisisssissisississsssssssssssss   c   c omo mon on the site.  A black 
silty occupation layer (0032) was present over this ss sssss ssss ss sssss flflflflflflflfllflflflflflfflffffflflffllfff oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooor.r.r.rrrr.r.r.r.r.r.rr.r.rrrrr.r   At some stage the floor was r
replaced by a sandy gravel floor (0031).  This wawwawawawawawawawawawawawaawaaaawawaawaaaawaaaas s s sss ss s s ssss sssssss didididididididiidididdiddidididdddididddddddidddd ssssstsssststsssssssssssss inct from the sandy gravel surfac
(0045) to the east of wall (0022) which was s a a a a aaaa a a a aa aaaa aaaaaa aaa ththththththththththtthtthtththththththththhtt icicicicicicicicccicicccicicciccccccccccckekekekekekekkkkekekekkekkkkkkkekkkk r and dirtier deposit and likely to 
have been an external surface.  Wall (0000002222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) )) ))) ))))) )))) mamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamammamammmamammmmmmmm y therefore have been the original end 
of a building that was subsequentlyyyylyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy eee ee e eeeeeeeeeeeextxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxxxxxxxxxxtxxxxxxxxxx enenenenenenenenenenenennneneneneenenenennnndedededededededeeddedededededededededededddddeddedd dd.ddddddddddddddd   This extension was evident on the 
photographs of the building prior totototototottotototototototototototootoototoootoootototot  ddd d d dd d ddddd dd dd ddddddd dddddddddddddemememememememememememememmeememmemememeemeememee olooooooloooooooo ition. 

The wide linear feature [0107] may allllllllslll o have been part of this building The condition



floor, and lacked any kind of masonry lining.  It was backfilled with demolition rubble, 
and is probably best interpreted as the remnant of a grubbed out structural element. 

It appears that the building was the first and only building on this footprint, as the 
foundations are immediately overlain by modern make-up layers containing plastic and 
other modern rubbish. 

7.2 Trench 2 

In retrospect it is clear that many of the features present in Trench 2 were related to the 
original site boundary which was further southwest than the present one.  Deposit 
(0085) for example is probably the concrete surround to the water mains, while (0108) 
and (0086) are probably related to the former kerb and pavement, or other services.
Taking up much of the rest of the trench was a very large pit [0083].  A thin band of 
crushed brick in the fill gave this feature away as being very modern, and almost 
certainly cut through the crushed brick hardcore surface of the site. 

In the small portion of the trench not taken up by modern features a similar sequence to 
Trench 1 was evident.  Peaty deposit (0081) and deposits (0024) and (0084) were 
clearly water-lain, and pottery was recovered from (0024) suggesting that dumping of 
rubbish was occurring in the early Post-Medieval period, as in Trench 1.  There was no 
evidence for building activity in the small visible area of pre-modern deposits.  The 
environmental sample from deposit (0024) probably indicates why.  A collection of 
seeds and mollusc shells from the sample indicates that the area was poorly maintained 
grassland that was subject to intermittent flooding, and therefore unsuited to building at 
this date. 

7.3 Trench 3 

The stratigraphic sequence in Trench 3 was very similar to that in Trench 1, which is 
probably not surprising considering its similar placement relative to the river.  Deposits 
(0074) at the base of the trench up to deposit (0065) are clearly water-lain.  The 
environmental evidence produced by the basal peat deposit (0074) was unfortunately 
poorly preserved and not suitable for dating.  It did however suggest that it was formed 
in a “fen carr” environment dominated by the alder tree species.  Significantly, no 
evidence for human presence or activity was present in the sample, suggesting that it is 
very old.  This contrasts with the overlying deposit (0007), which produced a fragment of 
Post-Medieval roof tile. 

This alluvial sequence was cut by a shallowly sloping channel [0069] that held very 
similar alluvial fills.  The cut may be the edge of the River Gipping, that prior to the 
Navigation opening in 1793 is thought to have been much wider and shallower than at 
present.  The Post-Medieval roof-tile recovered from deposit (0007), a deposit which 
pre-dates this channel, suggests that between the 16th century and the late 18th century 
opening of the Navigation, the river was meandering and quickly silting up.  An almost 
identical fragment of Post-Medieval roof tile was recovered from the very top of this 
alluvial sequence from deposit (0006).  If the sondage in Trench 3 had been extended it 
is likely that deposits (0007), (00070), and (0065) would be revealed as fills of an earlier 
version of the river channel.  Environmental samples taken from the alluvial sequence 
proved to be poorly preserved, but they did support the environmental evidence from 
Trench 2.  In the Post-Medieval period the site was occupied by a meandering poorly 
defined river channel bounded by periodically flooded rough disturbed ground and 
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It appears that the buildingggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ww wwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasaaasasasaasaasasasasa  the first and only building on this footprint, as ss s ss s sssssssss s sss ss ththththththththththhththttthththtthththtththe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
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7.2 Trennnnnnnnchchhhhhchchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 2 22 2 2 22222222 22 22 2222222222 

In retrospspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspspsppspspspspspspspspsppsspppppspsppppppppspececeecececececececececececeececececcecceccececeeceecececeececececccect tttt ttttt ttt ttttttttttttttttt iiiiiiitiiiiiiiii  is clear that many of the features present iiiin nnnnn n n nnnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn TrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTTrTrTrTrTrTTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTTTTTrrTrTTrrTreneneneneneneneneneeeeneeeneeeneneneeeeneneneeneneeeeeeeeeench 2 were related to th
original sssssssssssssitititititititiitititttttitittititititittitttitiittitiittte e ee e eeeeee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee bobbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbobbbbbbbbbbbbb undary which was further southwest than the ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee prpprprprprprprprprprpprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprrprprprprprprprpprpprprpppprppp eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ent one.  Deposit 
(0085) for example is probably the concrete surround to the water mains, while (0108) 
and (0086) are probably related to the former kerb and pavement, or other services.
Taking up much of the rest of the trench was a very large f pit [0083].  A thin band of 
crushed brick in the fill gave this feature away as being very modern, and almost
certainly cut through the crushed brick hardcore surface of the site. 

In the small portion of the trench not taken up by y y yy momomomomomomomomomomoomomooomommmommmmomomoom dedededededededededededededededededededddederrrrrrrnrrrrrrrr  features a similar sequence t
Trench 1 was evident.  Peaty deposit (0081) anannannananannnnananannananannanannanannannannd ddddd d d ddddddd ddddddddddddddd dededededededededededededededededeedededededededdddeeeeedeppoppppppp sits (0024) and (0084) were
clearly water-lain, and pottery was recovererererereeeeeereeererererereeererered d d ddddddd d d ddd d dd ddd dddddddd frfrfrfrfrrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrffrfrfrrrrrrromomomomomomomomomomomoomomooooommomommmomomoooo  (0024) suggesting that dumping of 
rubbish was occurring in the early Post--------MeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeeeeMMeMeMeeMMMMeMMM dididididididididididididididididididddddiddiddd eeeeeveveveeveveveveeeeeeeeeee ala  period, as in Trench 1.  There was no
evidence for building activity in the eeeeee e eeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee smsmsmsmsmsmsmmmmmmmsmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllllllllllllllllllll  vvvvvvvvv vv vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvisisisisisisisiisisisisiiiii ible area of pre-modern deposits.  The 
environmental sample from depoooooooooooooooooooooooooosisisisssisisisisisisisisisisisisssissssisississsssss t t ttt ttttttttt ttt ttttt ttttttttt t (0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0((0(0((0(0(0(0(00(000(((( 02022020202020220220002000000000000 44) probably indicates why.  A collection of 
seeds and mollusc shells from thhhhhhhhhe e eee ee eee eeeeee eeeeeee sasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasassasasaasasasaaasassaampmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm le indicates that the area was poorly maintaine
grassland that was subject to intermmiiiiitititttttitttent flooding, and therefore unsuited to building a
this date. 

7.3 Trench 3 

The stratigraphic sequenceeee iiiiiii iiiiii iiiiiiin nnnnnnnnnnnnn Trench 3 was very similar to that in Trench 1, whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwwhwwhhwwwhwwwhhich is 
probably not surprising cococococococococoocoococoocooocooooccooccc nsnsnsnsnsnssnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsssnsnssididdidididididididdidididddidididiididdeeeereeeeee ing its similar placement relative to the riveveveveeveveeveveeveveveveveeeeeeeer.rr.r.r.r.r.r.rr.rr.rrrrr.rrr.rr   DeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDDeDeDeDDeDeDeDDDDDDDD posits
(0074) at the base of f ff f ththththththththththththththhthththhhtthttthttththttthttthe e ee e eeeeeeeeeeee trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrttrtrtrrtrttrtrrrrtrt eneeeeeeeeeeeee ch up to deposit (0065) are clearly water--lalalalaalalaaaaaaaalalaaalalalaaaalaalaaalaaaaininininininininininininininininininininininin.  TTT TT T T TT TTTTTT TTT TTTT TTTTTTTT  hehhhhh  
environmental eviddddddddddddddddddddddddddeneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeneeeeneneeennncecececececececececececececececececececececceeccecceceececce p pproduced by the basal peat deposit (0074))))))))))))))))) wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasasasasasaasasasassaaaaaasss u u u uuuu u u uu u uu uuuuuuuunnnfnnnnnnnnnnfortunately 
poorly preservvvvededededededededededededededededededdedeededeedeedeed a a a a aaaaa a aa a aaa aaaaaandndndndndndnndndndndndndnnndndndndndnddnnndndddd nn nnnot suitable for dating.  It did however sugggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggeseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseseeseesseseesese t t t ttt t t tt ttttttttt ththththththththththththththththttttthtthhthththththaatataaaaat it was formed
in a “fen cacaacacacacacacacacaacacacaacacacacaccaacaccccccc rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr ” ”””””””””””” ””””””” ” eneneneneneenenenenenenenenennennennennennennenvivvvivvivvvvivivivivvvivvivvvvvvv ror nment dominated by the alder tree spepepepeeeeeeepeeepeeeeeeeeeeepep ciccciiiciciciciciciciiciicicicccccccc esesesesesesseseseseseesseseseseseseeeeeee .. .  S S S SS SSS S SSS SSSS SSSSSSSSSSSS SSSigigigigigigigigigigigigigigigignnin ficantly, no 
evidencecececececececececececeecececeeecececececeececeeceee fffff f ffffffff f ffffffffffffffffffff fforoorororororoorooooorooooooooooroooooooo  hhhhhh h hhhhhhhhuuuumumu an presence or activity was present in theheheheheheheheheheheeheheheheheheheheheheeeheeeehehhhhee sss sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssamamamamamamamaaamamaamamamamaamamamamammamamamaa pppplpppppp e, suggesting that it 
very oldddddddddddddddddddddddddddd..... . ... ....  T T TTTTTT T TTTTTTT T TT TTTTTTTTTTTTT TT TTT TT TTThihihihihihhihhhihihihhihhihihihhhhhhhhhihhhhhihhhhhhhhhh s contrasts with the overlying deposit (0007),))))))  w w w www www wwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhihihihihihihihhihihihihhihihihihihihihihihihihihihihhihihihihihihhihihiiihhihicccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccch produced a fragment 
Post-Meddddddddddddieieieieiieieieieeeiieeei vavvvv l roof tile. 

This alluvial sequence was cut by a shallowly sloping channel [0069] that held very 
similar alluvial fills.  The cut may be the edge of the River Gipping, that prior to the 
Navigation opening in 1793 is thought to have been much wider and shallower than at
present.  The Post-Medieval roof-tile recovered frommmmm dd d dddd d dddd dd ddddddddd ddepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepepeepepepepeepepeeeppposit (0007), a deposit which 
pre-dates this channel, suggests that between theeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1111111 111111111 1111116666666666666666666666thththththththththhhhhhhhhhhhhh cccccc ccccccccccceene tury and the late 18th centur
opening of the Navigation, the river was meandndndndnddddnddddddddndddnddddereerererererererererereererrererrrererrrrerree ininininininininininnninnninninniinni ggggggg gggg gggggggggggg ana d quickly silting up.  An almost 
identical fragment of Post-Medieval roof tileeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ww w wwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasassasasasasasasasassasasasssasaassasssas r r r rrr r rrrr  recee overed from the very top of this 
alluvial sequence from deposit (000666).)))))))))))     IfIfIfIffIffIfIfIfIfIfffIffffffIff  ththththththththththththththththththhththhhhhe e ee eee e e ee e ee e eee e eee eeee ssssssssssossssssssss ndage in Trench 3 had been extended 
is likely that deposits (0007), (00000707070707070707070707070707070707070070070777707070000),),),),),),),),),),),)),))))),)))))))))))  a aaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddndndddndndndnddnddddddd (((((( (((( ((((00000 65) would be revealed as fills of an earlie
version of the river channel.  Envirririrrririrrirrrirrriririririrrrririrrrrirrriririrrrronononononononononononononononnononononononononooonononooooooo mememememememememememememememememmmmmmmmmmmmememmmm ntal samples taken from the alluvial sequence 
proved to be poorly preserved, butttttttttttt t ttttttt ttttttttttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheeheheheheheeheeheeheheeeehhehhheyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy did support the environmental evidence from 
Trench 2 In the Post Medieval period the site was occupied by a meandering poorly



poorly maintained grassland with nearby hedgerows.  In short, a fairly typical water 
meadow.

As in Trench 1 the alluvial deposits were immediately overlain by a structure, 
suggesting that the ground had been truncated.  The top of the alluvium was churned 
up and had bits of CBM incorporated in it, as recorded as deposits (0006) and (0064).  
This probably represents the working horizon on which the building was constructed, 
which was churned by the passage of workmen. 

The structural features in Trench 3, namely brick foundation (0077) and column base 
(0023), are probably contemporaneous, and part of a building seen on OS maps dated 
1880, 1890, and 1920.  Interestingly, the photographs of the modern building on the plot 
suggest that it was built on the old foundations that we see in the trench.   Foundation 
(0077) is probably the eastern wall of this early building, while robber trench [0055] 
marks the line of the north wall.  Column base (0023) is an important clue as to the 
original function of the building.  This is a feature typical of granaries in the south of 
England, but also is found in drying floors for malt. (Wood, E, 1997)  The column 
supports a floor on which the grain, hops, or malt is dried and is shaped to keep out 
mice and rats.  A secondary benefit would have been protection from flooding which 
was common in the area.  Like in Trench 1, the building here also had a rammed chalk 
floor (0060).  This overlay the brick foundation to the column base, but not the 
chamfered stones.  The floor level was therefore about 0.4m below the top of the 
column base.  A number of maltings were known to occupy the site at the time and this 
warehouse was probably for the storage of hops or malt. 

Feature [0067] may have been a post-hole or structural slot associated with the building 
phase.  It was undated but stratigraphically post-dates the working horizon and pre-
dates the laying of the chalk floor.  The rammed chalk floors associated with this 
building are present on either side of wall footing (0077).  No building appears on any of 
the historic maps to the east, so it may be assumed that this portion of the chalk floor 
was a yard surface.  Deposit (0056), while not particularly interesting in itself, indicates 
that at some stage during the life of the drying barn the cavity below the suspended 
floor was infilled.  This presumably occurred when the barn no longer served as a 
storage warehouse. 

There was no evidence in the trench of the railway line that would have passed across 
the trench according to the historic maps. 

7.4 Trench 4 

Trench 4 was problematic in that it flooded very quickly and was contaminated with 
hydrocarbons.  The deposit sequence appeared to match the other trenches however.
A rammed chalk floor (0090) immediately overlay organic alluvial deposits (0094).  The 
chalk floor is probably the yard surface that was also seen in Trench 3.  Two arms of a 
brick foundation (0091) were seen in the south-western corner of the trench, that don’t 
unfortunately match any of the buildings on the historic maps.  The bricks types 
appeared to be relatively modern, so probably belong to the car sales garage known to 
have existed on the site.  This would also account for the hydrocarbon contamination. 
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As in Trench 1 the alluvial dededededededededededededededeeeedededededeeeeepopopopopopopoppopopopopopopoppopopopopppp sits were immediately overlain by a structureeeee,, , , , , ,,,,,, ,,, ,,
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up and had bits of CCCCBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMBMMBMBBMBMBMMBMMMBMBMBBBMBBMB  ii iiiiiii iiii iiiiiincncncncncncncncncncnnnnnnncn orporated in it, as recorded as deposits (000000000000000000000006060606060606060606060606606060606060606660606600 )) ) )) ) ) ) )) ) ) ) )) ) ))))))) ) )))) ananananananaananananananananananananaaaaaa d d (0064). 
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which was chchchhhchhhhhhhhururururururururururururururrurururrurururururruurrnenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenneneneneeeeed d d d d d ddddddd dd dd ddddddddddddd bbbbbbybbbbybbbbbb  the passage of workmen. 
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1880, 1890, and 1920.  Interestingly, the photographs of the modern building on the pl
suggest that it was built on the old foundations that we see in the trench.   Foundation
(0077) is probably the eastern wall of this early building, while robber trench [0055] 
marks the line of the north wall.  Column base (0023) is an important clue as to the 
original function of the building.  This is a feature typical of granaries in the south of 
England, but also is found in drying floors for malt. (WW(WW(WW(W(WW(W(WWW(WWWWWWWWW(WWWWWWWoooooooooooooooo d, E, 1997)  The column 
supports a floor on which the grain, hops, or malt t t tttt t tttt tttttt ttttt isisssisisisisisissisisisissssisisssssssss d d ddd ddd d dd ddddddddddddririririririririririririrrriririrrrrieeeeeeeeeeedeeeeee  and is shaped to keep out r
mice and rats.  A secondary benefit would haveveveveeveveveeveveveveeveeveveveveeveeveveveveveevv  bbb bb b bb b b bbb bbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnnn nnn protection from flooding which 
was common in the area.  Like in Trench 1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1, tttttt t t t tttttt tt ttttttheheeheheheheheheheheheehehehehhehehehheeeheeee bb b b b b bbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbuuuuiu lding here also had a rammed chalk
floor (0060).  This overlay the brick foundndndndnddndndndndddnddndndnddndddndddddatatatatataatataatatatatatataatatatatatataaaaaa ioioioiooioioooioiooioioioiooioioioooooooooooon nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ttttottto the column base, but not the ff
chamfered stones.  The floor leveleleleleleleelelelelllleel wwww ww w wwwwwwwwwwasasassasssasasasasassassssaaasassssaasaaa tt t t t t t ttt ttttttttheheheheheheheheheheehehehehehheheeehehehehehheeehehh rerr fore about 0.4m below the top of the 
column base.  A number of maltinininininininininininninininnininininininnnnnnninnnnngsgsgsgsgsgsgsggsgsgsgsgsssgsgsgsgsgsgsggsgsgsgsgssgssgssgssgsgsg  wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwerereeeeee e known to occupy the site at the time and this
warehouse was probably for the stststststststststststststststststststststststttststststororororororororororororororororororororororooororooorororoorororoorroorroooragagaaaagaaaaaaagaagaaaaaaagaagaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa e of hops or malt. 

Feature [0067] may have been a post-hole or structural slot associated with the buildin
phase.  It was undated but stratigraphically post-dates the woy rking horizon and pre-
dates the laying of the chalk floor.  The rammed chalk floors associated with this 
building are present on either side of wall footing (0077).  No buff ilding appears on any o
the historic maps to the easssssssssssssssst,t,t,t,tttttttt,t,t,t,t,t,t,t,tttt,ttttt  s     o it may be assumed that this portion of the chaahaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalllkllllllllllll  floor 
was a yard surface.  Depepepepepeppepepppepepeppepepeppepeppepppposososososososososososososoososososossoosoooo ititititititititititititittitittttttitt ( (( ( ( ( ( ( ( (( ((((( ((((0000000000000000000 56), while not particularly interesting in ittseseeseseseeseseeseseseeseseseesesssseelflffflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflllflfflf, , ,,,,,,, ininininininininininininninininininininnnnninnnninnnii ddddddiddddddddddddddddddd cates
that at some stage durururururururrururururururuurrrururrurrrurururinininininninnininininininiininnnng g g g g g ggggg gggggggg g g g g gg g ggg gggg ththththththththththththhththththtthtthtttthtttt e life of the drying barn the cavity below theeeeeeeeheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s s s sss s sssss s ssss susususususususususussussusussssusssususssssssuussppepppppppeppppppppppppppppppp nded 
floor was infilled.  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThihihihihhhihihihhhihihihihhihhhhihhhihh s s s ss ss sss sssss s s s ss ss s ssss ss prprpprpppprprprprpppprppppppppp esumably occurred when the barn no longggggggggggggggggggggererererererrererrererererrerereeerrreer sssssssssssssss sssssserererererererererererererererereeeeeerreree vvevevvvvvvvvevevvvvvvvvvvv d as a 
storage warehohooooooooooooooooooooooooooousususususususususususususussssussusuususuuuuu e.e.e.e.e.ee.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.eeee.e.eeee  

There wawawawawawawawaawawawawawawawawaawaaawaawawaawaaawawaawaaas sssss ssssssssssssssssss sssssssssss nononononononooonoooononononononoonoono eeeeeeviv dence in the trench of the railway line thahahahahahaahahahhahaahaaaaaaaaahaahahaaaaatttttttttttt t tt t ttttt tttttt wowowowowwowowowowowowowowowowowwwwowwwwwwwowwowowwwwwww ulullulululululululuuluuuuuuuuuuu dd dddd have passed across
the trennnnnnnnnnnnchchchchchchchchchcchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchcchchhhchcchhchhhhh a a a aaa aa a a a a aa a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc ording to the historic maps. 

7.4 Trench 4 

Trench 4 was problematic in that it flooded very quickly and was contaminated with 
hydrocarbons.  The deposit sequence appeared to match the other trenches however.
A rammed chalk floor (0090) immediately overlay orgrggggrggrggrggrgrgggggrggggrggggganananananananananaananananaanananaanaaaanannnanaa icicciiciiciciciciciciccic alluvial deposits (0094).  The
chalk floor is probably the yard surface that was alalalalllllllalallala ssososososososososososososososososososososssss  s s ssss s ssssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee n in Trench 3.  Two arms of a
brick foundation (0091) were seen in the southhhhhhhhhhhhhhh--------------wewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewwewwewwweweeeewewewewestststststststttttststststststststststttttsteeereeeeereee n corner of the trench, that don’t
unfortunately match any of the buildings onnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn tt t t t ttt t tt ttttt ttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehhehhehhehehehhhee h h h hh h h hh h hhhhh hhh hhhh hhhhhhhiiiisisisisisisiiiiistoric maps.  The bricks types 
appeared to be relatively modern, sooo pp p rororororororororoorororoororoooroorrrooorrobababababababababababababababababababaababbbabbaababbablblblblblblblblblbblblblblblblbblbllbllblbblbbbblyyyyyyyyy y yyyyyyyyyyyy bbelong to the car sales garage known to
have existed on the site.  This woululululululululululuulululuuluululuuluuu d d d dd dddd d ddd dddddd ddddddddd alaalaalalalaaalalaalaalalalaalalaaaaaa sososososososososososososooooooooooooooo aaaaacacaaaaaaaaacaaaa coc unt for the hydrocarbon contamination. 



7.5 Trench 5 

Trench 5 revealed stratigraphy mostly consistent with the other trenches.  The 
difference in this trench was that a chalk surface (0098) overlay deposits that may not 
have been alluvial.  This may indicate that the ground was built up rather than reduced 
as was evident in other parts of the site.  On the 1880 map this part of the site was a 
different property designated as a malthouse.  The owners of this site may have felt the 
need for more protection from flooding and raised the ground prior to building.  The 
trench was positioned within a building on the 1880 and 1890 maps which was 
demolished at some point before the 1920 map was surveyed; evidence for which is the 
demolition rubble layer over the chalk floor (0097). 

The malthouse building was sealed by thick make-up layers laid down before a modern 
building was constructed.  Evidence for this was a brick surround to a deep pit [0103].
This may be a vehicle inspection pit for the car sales garage that occupied this part of 
the site. 

8.  Conclusions and recommendations for further work

The archaeological work at Station Road East, Stowmarket has answered a number of 
questions about the site.  Alluvial deposits were recorded across the site, and it now 
seems clear that the area was very wet in the past.  Samples taken from the peat and 
the top of the alluvial sequence should give us some idea when these deposits were 
laid down.  The finds evidence indicates that water-lain deposits were still being laid 
down during the Post-Medieval period.  A portion of what may be the pre-navigation 
river channel was seen during the work, cutting other alluvial deposits that were laid 
down in the Post-Medieval period.  It appears therefore, that the river channel shifted 
and silted up relatively quickly until formalized by the digging of the Navigation channel 
in the late 18th century.

The environmental evidence indicates that the ground beside the river was periodically 
flooded scrub grassland as late as the early Post-Medieval period.  The modest finds 
assemblage recovered from these deposits is probably a result of rubbish being 
dumped on scrub land.  From this evidence it seems likely that the boggy ground 
deterred development on the site until relatively recently.   It appears that the site was 
part of the marsh that partially or wholly surrounded Thorney Hall in the medieval 
period.

The upper portions of a typical soil horizon were seldom present, and it seems likely 
that the site was stripped of topsoil and levelled prior to the construction of warehouses 
in the late 18th Century.  The warehouses were related to the opening of the Navigation 
in 1793, and it seems that the site was what we would consider a “greenfield site’.  (A 
similarly dated maltings on the west side of the river, Cobbold’s Maltings, was also 
documented as having been built on “a close of meadow or pasture land”)   Presumably 
the excavation of a deeper channel for the Navigation, with raised towpath banks, was 
seen as a safeguard against the flooding that had so far deterred building on the site.
Unfortunately the documented floods of 1795 and 1912 show this to have been too 
optimistic.

A late 18th century date for the building seen in Trench 3 is consistent with the brick type 
recovered from the pillar base, so the warehouse was likely to have been built 
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Trench 5 revealed stratigrapppphy mostly consistent with the other trenches.  The 
difference in this trench waaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas ss s s s ss s ss s sssssssss ththththththththtthththththhtthhthhhhat a chalk surface (0098) overlay deposits thaaaaaaaaaaaaat tttt ttt t t tttt t t ttt tt mamamamamamamamamamamamamamamammamamamamamamamamaaaaay y not
have been alluvial.  Thiis s ss s sss s s ssss sssss mamamamamamamamamamamamamamaamamamamamamamammamamaaaaay yyyyy y yyyyyyy y yyy iniini dicate that the ground was built up ratherrr t tttttttttttttthahahahhahahahahahahahahahahhahahahahahaahaahahhhhhhh n n nnnnnnn nnnnnn n n n nnnnnnnnnn rererrrrerrrerrrrr duced
as was evident in ottheheheheheheheheheheheheeheheheheheheeheheeehehehheh rrrrrrrr rrrrr rrrrrr papapappppapapapapappappapapapapapapaapapapapppp trtrttr s of the site.  On the 1880 map this part oof ffff fffff f fff thththththththththththththhththththhthththhhhhhht e e ee e eeeeeee e e eeee eeeee e sisisisisisisisisisisisissisisisisisissisisss ttttetettttttt  was a 
different propertytytytyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy dd d d dd d dddddddddddd dd deseseseseseseseseseseesesesesesesessseesssigigigggigigigigigigigigigigiggigigggiggggigggnnann ted as a malthouse.  The owners of this sisisisisisisisississisisisisisssiiss teteteteteteteteteteteteteteeeeteteeteettttt  m m m mm m m m m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaayaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaayaaaa  have felt th
need for mmorrooroooooooo e eeee eee e eeeee e eee e eeeee prprprprprprprprprpprprprprprprprprprrppprppppp otototototototototototototototttotototottotototoototoooteceeeecececeeeeeeeececeeeeeeece tit on from flooding and raised the ground d d ddd dd ddddd d d dd dd d ddd prprprprprprprprrrrrrprrprrrrrprrioioioioioioioioioooioioioioioioioiooiooioiooorrrrr rrrrrrrrr totototototoototototototototototooototoootoooooototot bbbbbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbuilding.  The 
trench wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasaasaasasasassssssss p p p p p p p pp pp pp p pppp p pppppp  osososososossossssososssssososssititititititititititititttitititttititii ioioioioioioioioioioioioi ned within a building on the 1880 and 189898989898989898998989898989989898988989889898899899990 0 0 0 00000 00000 00000 000000000000000 mamamamamamamamamamamamamamaamamaamamaamaamamammm pspspspspspsppspspspspsppsppspspppppp  which was 
demolishshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshhshhshshshshshshhshshhshhhhhhhhhhshededededededededeededededededededededededededededdeddeddeeddedededdddd aaaaaa a a aaaaaaaaaaa aaaaa aaaaaaaaattttt ttttttttt some point before the 1920 map was surveyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeyeeyyeyeyyeyyeyyeyeyye ededededededededededededededeededededededededededededdedeeedededddd; ; ;; ;; ; ;;;;; ;;;; ;;;;;;;;;;;; eeeeveeeeee idence for which is th
demolitiononononoonnnonnonononnnnnonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn r rr r rr rrr rr r r r rrrrr rrrr rrrr rrrrrrrrrrububuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ble layer over the chalk floor (0097). r

The malthouse building was sealed by thick make-up layers laid down before a moder
building was constructed.  Evidence for this was a brick surround to a deep pit [0103].
This may be a vehicle inspection pit for the car sales garage that occupied this part of 
the site. 

8.  Conclusions and recommendationsssssssssssssssssssssss  ffffffffffffffffffffffffffooooooooooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr  fffffffffffffffffffffffffuurther work

The archaeological work at Station Roaaad dddd ddddd ddd ddd ddddddddddd EaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEEEEaEaaastststststststststststsststststtststssssstss , SSSSStSSSS owmarket has answered a number of
questions about the site.  Alluvial dededededededededededededeededededededededddddd popopopoopooopopopoopopopopopopopoopoppopooopopp sisissisisisisisisisisisisisississss tstststststststststststsststststsststststsstssssststst  wwwwewwwwwww re recorded across the site, and it now 
seems clear that the area was veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeryryryryryryryryyryryryryyyryryyryryryryryryyryryryrryryryyryyyrryrr www ww ww wwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwweteteteteteeteeteeeeeteeeeeeee iiiiiiiiiii iiin the past.  Samples taken from the peat and 
the top of the alluvial sequence ssssssssssssssssssshohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohoohohohohhohohohooohooohoohohooh ululululululululuulululululululuululuululuululululuulluulululuululu d ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd give us some idea when these deposits were 
laid down.  The finds evidence indiciccicicccccatttaattatatatattataataatatatatttatates that water-lain deposits were still being laid 
down during the Post-Medieval period.  A portion of what may be the pre-navigation 
river channel was seen during the work, cutting other alluvial deposits that were laid
down in the Post-Medieval period.  It appears therefore, that the river channel shifted 
and silted up relatively quickly until formalized by the digging of the Navigation channe
in the late 18th century.

The environmental evvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvididididididididididididdidididddiidiiiidiii eneneneneneneneneneneneneeneneneneneennennnnnnnnnnnncececececececececececeeccececccccccccccccc  indicates that the ground beside the river wawaawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwwawwwwwwwwwawww s sssss ss s ssss ssss pepepepepepeppepepepepepepepppeppppepepepppeeeeperir odically
flooded scrub grassssssssssssssssssssssslslslslslslslslslslslslsslllslslsslslslslslss anananananananananananaananaananaanannnannnnnannnd d dd d d d d dddd dddd dddddddddddddd asaaa  late as the early Post-Medieval period.  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheehehhehehehehehh  m mmmmm mmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmooooooodooooooooo est finds 
assemblage recececcccececececcceccecccccccececececcceccovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovvovoovvvoovo erererererererererererererereerrerererereerrrrrrrededededededededededededededededdedededeeee  from these deposits is probably a result ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofofoffofoffofofo  r r r r rr r r rrr rrr rr r rrrrrr rrububububububububububububububububububububbbbubbbbbbbbbibibibibibibibibbibibbbbbbbibbbbb sssssshsssssss  being 
dumped oooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnn nn nnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn scscsccscscscscscscscsccscscscscscscsccscssssccrururururururururururururururururruruuuuuub b bb bb b bbb b b bbbbb bbbbbb bbbb lalllalallalalland.  From this evidence it seems likely yyyyy thhththhththththhththhththththhhthhthhthhthththhtttt atatattatatatattatatattatatataaataaaa  tt t tt ttttt ttt tttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehheeheeheeeeeeh  b bb b b bbbbb bbbbb bbbbbbbbbbogoo gy ground 
deterreddddddddddddddddedddddd d dd dddd dddddd d d dddd dd ddddddddddddddddddeveveeveveveveveveveveveveevevevevveeveeveeeveeeeeee elllllelelleleleeleeeleeeeeee oooooooopooooooopo ment on the site until relatively recently.   ItItIttItItItItItIttItItttItIttttItItIttItItItItttttItIttt aaa aaa aaa a a aaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaapppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp eeeeaeeeee rs that the site was 
part of thththththththththththththththhththththhhhthhhhhthhhththhththhthtthtthhhee e eeeee eeeeeee ee e e eeeeeeeeeee eee mamammmmmamammmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm rsh that partially or wholly surrounded Thorrrrnennenenenenenennenenenenneneneneeneneeeeeeennneey y y y yyyyyy y y yyy yyyyy yyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy HaHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH ll in the medieval 
period.

The upper portions of a typical soil horizon were seldom present, and it seems likely 
that the site was stripped of topsoil and levelled prior to the construction of warehouse
in the late 18th Century.  The warehouses were related to the opening of the Navigation
in 1793, and it seems that the site was what we wouldddldddlddddddddddddddddddd cc c c c c ccccccc cccccccccconoo sider a “greenfield site’.  (A 
similarly dated maltings on the west side of the rivvvvvvvvvvvererererererererererereerererereerereererereeereerre , ,,, CoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCCoCoCoCoCCCoCoCoCoCCCoCoCCooC bbbbbbbbbbbbbbb old’sf Maltings, was also 
documented as having been built on “a close ofofofofoffofofofoffofoffofofofofoffffo  m m m m m m mm m m mmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaaaaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaaeeaeaaaeadddddodddddddddddddddddd w or pasture land”)   Presumab
the excavation of a deeper channel for the NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaavivivivvivivivvivivivivivvvivivvv gagagagagagagagagaggagagagaggaggagagggagaggaggggg ttttttitttttit on, with raised towpath banks, was
seen as a safeguard against the floodingngnggngngngngngngngngngnggnggggggg t t t tttttttt ttt tt ttttttttthahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhaatttt t tt tt tttttttttt t ttttttttt hhhahhhhhhhahhhhhhhhhhh d so far deterred building on the site.
Unfortunately the documented floodododododdododododdoddodododododododddoddddodo s s s ss sssssssssssssssssss ofofofoffofofofofofofofofofofofoofooooooooo  1717171717171717171717177177717177777717771717717771777999995959999999999  and 1912 show this to have been too 
optimistic.

A late 18th century date for the building seen in Trench 3 is consistent with the brick typ



specifically for Navigation trade.  A slightly earlier date (late 17th to 18th century) may be 
implied for the construction of the building seen in Trench 1.  This may indicate that a 
pre-existing building along Stowupland Street was incorporated in the late 18th century 
into the mercantile activity alongside the Navigation, and need not contradict the 
evidence that the site was largely undeveloped. 

The dockside buildings and their owners are clearly shown on the Davey print dated 
1838.  The evidence from the evaluation strongly indicates that the northern building 
originally belonging to J. Prentice and Co. continued in use with minor additions until 
demolished just prior to the evaluation. The middle building, belonging to Mr Cowell, 
appears to have had its upper portion rebuilt, but was essentially the same building.
The southern building, part of Mr. Cobbold’s malthouse, was demolished sometime prior 
to the 1920’s, although the print indicates that the building was similar to the remnants 
of Thomas Prentice’s malthouse to the south. 

The evaluation has provided the opportunity to collect environmental evidence for the 
riverine margins to the River Gipping.  Occupation on the site seems to have occurred 
somewhat late in the history of Stowmarket, probably because it was very wet land.
This late 18th century mercantile activity at the head of the Navigation is well attested by 
the historic documents and the evaluation has not added much to this body of 
knowledge.  In retrospect, the surviving warehouses on the site may have provided 
more information if recorded in some fashion prior to or during their demolition.
Whether this was worth doing when there are better preserved examples still standing 
to the south of the site is doubtful.

Further monitoring of development on the site is likely to provide more evidence for late 
Post-Medieval and early modern building activity, a period better investigated through 
the archival evidence.  For this reason further work is not recommended. 

9.  Archive deposition  

Paper and photographic archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds
Finds and environmental archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds.
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pre-existing building along Stowupland Street was incorporated in the late 18th century
into the mercantile activityyyyyyyyyyyyyy a aaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaalolololololololololololoololololooloolongnnnnnnnnnnnnnn side the Navigation, and need not contradicttctttttttttttttt t tt tt tt t t tttt ttt t tttttttthehehehhehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehheheheheheeee 
evidence that the site wwwwwwwwwwasasasaasasasasasasasasasasasasasasaasassasassasasasa  llll l ll lll lllllarararaaararararararaararararaaaaaraaaa ggggggegegggggg ly undeveloped. 

The dockside buiuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiildldldldldldldldldldldlldldldddlddldddldininininininininninininnninininnnnnnngsgsgsgsggsgssgsgsgsgsgssgssgssgsgsgsgsgssgsgsgsgssg  and their owners are clearly shown on the DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDavavavavavavavavavaavavaaaavaavavvaaaaa eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyeyeyeyeeyeeyeyeyyyyeyeyyyyeyey pprint dated 
1838.  Thee e vivivivivivivivivivivivivvvivivvvvivvvvvv dededededededededededededededededededdedededddededdddencncnccncncncncncncncncncncccncncncncncncncncccnnnnceeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee frf om the evaluation strongly indicates thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhatatatatattatttatatattatt ttt tt tttttttt t tt t tttt thehehehehehehehehehehehehhehehehehhhehehehehehehehh  nn n n nnnnnnnnnnn nnn nnnnnnnnooooooorooooooooooooooooo tht ern building 
originallyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy bbbb b b bb b b bbbbbbb bbbbbbbbbeleleleleleleleleleleelleleeeeleleeeeee ononononnononononnnonononnnnononnnoooooo gigigigigiggigigigigigggigigigigigiggg nng to J. Prentice and Co. continued in usseeeee e eee eeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeee wiwiwiwiwiwwwwwwwwwwiwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww thhththththththththtthhthththththhththtthttthhhh m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiininininiiiininiiiiniii or additions until 
demolishshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshhshhshshshshshshhshshhshhhhhhhhhhshededededededededeededededededededededededededededdeddeddeeddedededdddd j jj j j jj jj jj jjj jjjjjjj jjj jjj jjjjjjjuuuuuusuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu t prior to the evaluation. The middle buildininnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnininnnnnnnnnnnnnnnng,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,ggggg,g,gg,g,g,gg,g,gg,g,g,g,g,g,g,g,gggg  b b bb bb bb bb b b b bb bb b bbbb bb bbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeellol nging to Mr Cowell,
appears tototototootototoototototototototooooototootootototootototootoooototoo h h h h hh h hhhhhhhh hhh h h h hhhhhh h hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaavaaaaaaaaaaaaa e had its upper portion rebuilt, but was esseeentntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnttntntttntntntntntnttnttntntntnttttttn iaiaiaiaiaaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaaiaaaaiaiaaaiaaaaiaiiallllllllllll y the same building.
The southern building, part of Mr. Cobbold’s malthouse, was demolished sometime pri
to the 1920’s, although the print indicates that the building was similar to the remnants
of Thomas Prentice’s malthouse to the south.

The evaluation has provided the opportunity to collect environmental evidence for the
riverine margins to the River Gipping.  Occupation oon n n nn n n nn n nn nn n nnnnnn tthttttttttttttt e site seems to have occurred 
somewhat late in the history of Stowmarket, probbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbababababababababababababababababbbababbaaabbbba lylylylylylyylylylylyylyyylylyllylllyyyy b b b bb bb bb bbbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeceeeee ause it was very wet land.
This late 18th century mercantile activity at the ee e e e e e hehhhhehehehehehehehehehehehehehhehehhehehhhehhhhehhheeh adadadadadadadadadadadadadadaddaadddaddadadaddadaddadaddddada  ofooo  the Navigation is well attested b
the historic documents and the evaluation hahahahahahahahahahahahahaaaahahahahaaahaaaah ssss s sss sss s s nononononononononononononnononnnnononooononnonononnon ttttttttt ttt added much to this body of 
knowledge.  In retrospect, the survivingngngggggggggggggg wawawawawawawawawawawawaawwawawawawawawaawwawawaawawwwawww rereererereerererereerererererereeereeerereeeeeehohohohohohohohohohohhhhohhhhhhhhh uuses on the site may have provided 
more information if recorded in sooooooooooooooooooomemememmememememememememeemmememememmmmmeemmmm  ffffffff ff ffffff ffffffasasasaasasasasasasasasasasasaasasasaassasassa hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhioioioioioioioioioiooioioooooi n prior to or during their demolition.
Whether this was worth doing whehehheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheeheeheheeeheeheheheeheen nnnnn n n n n nnnnnn n nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn n ththththththththththththththththththttthtttthtt erereeeree e are better preserved examples still standing 
to the south of the site is doubtfulululullululllllllll.........

Further monitoring of development on the site is likely to provide more evidence for lat
Post-Medieval and early modern building activity, a period better investigated through 
the archival evidence.  For this reason further work is not recommended.

9.  Archive depositiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  

Paper and photogggggggrararararararaaaraararararararaarararararaarrraraaphphphphphphphphphphpphphphphphphhhphpphphhphhhhphhhhicicicicicicicicicccicciciciccicicccicicccic archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds
Finds and enviviiiiiiirorororororororororororororororororoororrororroonmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmmnmnmnnnnnmmmn enenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenennneneneneeeee tattt l archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds.

10.  Liissssssssssssssssssssssssstttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooffffffffffffffffffff ccccccccccccccoooooooontributors and acknowledgemennnnnnntttttttttttttttttttttttttttsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  

The evaluation was carried out by a number of archaeological staff, (Andy Beverton, 
Steve Manthorpe, Simon Pickard, John Simms, Duncan Stirk) all from Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Service, Field Team.

The project was managed by Joanna Caruth and carrrrrrrrrrrieieieieeieieeieeeieieieieeeeeeieieeeieeeeeeeeeed dd dddd out by Duncan Stirk.
The post-excavation was managed by Richenda GoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoGooGoGoGoGooooGooGooGooGooGGoGGoofffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ininininininiininininininininninininnnininnnnnininnin..... ..  The production of site plans 
and sections was carried out by Duncan Stirk,, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnndndnnnndnndnnndndndndnnnnnd t t t t tt tt tt ttttttt ttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehhehehehhehehehehehhhhehhhhheeh  specialist finds report by 
Richenda Goffin.  Other specialist identificatataatiooioioiooooioioiooioiooiooioooioooooioioooon nnnnnnnnnnn nnnnnnnn ananananananananananananananaanannnaaaaannanaaaannaa ddddddddd dddddddd advice was provided by Val Fryer.
The report was checked by Joanna Cara ututututtttututtttuutttuttttttth.h.hh.h.h.h.h.hh.h.h.hhhhhh.hhhhhhh.hhh  



11.  Bibliography  

Brown, D., 2007,. Archaeological archives A guide to best practice in creation, 

compilation, transfer and curation, IFA 

Drury, P. J., 1993, ‘The ceramic building materials’ in Margeson, S., Norwich

Households Medieval and Post-medieval finds from Norwich Survey 

excavations 1971-78, EAA Report No 58 

Rolfe, J., 2007. Land East of Station Road, Stowmarket. Archaeological Desk Based 

Assessment. SCCAS Report No. 2007/074 

Stace, C., 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. Second edition. Cambridge University 

Press

Wood, E., 1997. Historical Britain.  The Harvill Press: London 

Disclaimer
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the Field 
Projects Team alone. Ultimately the need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning 
Authority and its Archaeological Advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk County 
Council’s archaeological contracting services cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to 
the clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 

23

Brown, D., 2007,. Archaeologogogogogogogogogogogoggogogogogoggogogoggogogogoggical archives A guide to best practice in creationnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn, , ,, , , , ,,, , ,,, 

compmpmpmpmpmpmpmppmppmppmpmppmppmppmpmpiliililililililiiliiliililllllllllatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataataaaaatataataaatatioioiooioioioiooioiooiooioioioioioooiooooioooiionnn,nnnnnnnnn  transfer and curation, IFA 

Drury, P. J., 199939393939333393333333933333333333, ,,,,,, ,,, ,,, ‘T‘T‘TT‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘TT‘TTTTTTTTTTThehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehheheeheheheeheheheeh  ceramic building materials’ in Margeson, S.S.S.S.S.S.S.S.S..S.S.S.S.S.S.SS.SSSSSSSS ,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,, NoNoNoNoNNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNNNoNooNooNoNoNN rrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrrwrrwrrwrwrwrrrrwwrwrwrrrwiich

Households Medieval and Post-medievavavaavaavavavavavavavavaaaaavaavavaaavavavaavvv ll llll l lll llll l l lll fififififififififififififfififiififififififiiiiiindndndndndndndndndndndndndnddddndddndndndndnddndddn s s s s s ss s s ssss s s s sss sss frfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrffrfff omoo  Norwich Surve

excavations 1971-78, EAA Report No 58585858585858585858585858585858585585855858585858585858585588585858558555  

Rolfe, J., 2007. Land East of Station Road, Stowmarket. Archaeological Desk Based

Assessment. SCCAS Report No. 2007/074

Stace, C., 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. Second edition. Cambridge Univers

Press

Wood, E., 1997. Historical Britain.  The Harvill PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPrererererererereererereerererereererererrerreeeeeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss :: :::::: LLLoLL ndon 

Disclaimer
Any opinions expressed in this report abbbbbbbbbbbbouououououoououuouuouuuouuouououuououuuuuuuuouuuouooououuout ttt t ttt t t t t tt t t ttt tttt ttt ttt ttttttt ththththththttthththththththththtttttthtttthttthththttt e need for further archaeological work are those of the Fie
Projects Team alone. Ultimately the need for further work will be determined by the Local Planni
Authority and its Archaeological Advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk Coun
Council’s archaeological contracting services cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused 
the clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 



12.  Plates  

Plate 1. Trench 1 building prior to demolition; once owned by J. Prentice and Co? 

Plate 2. Trench 3 building rebuilt on original foundations, prior to demolition; once 
owned by M. Cowell? 
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Plate 1. Trench 1 building priororororororororrrrrrrooroorroororrororrrrr t ttttt ttttt ttt t ttttttttt t ttttttttttto o o o o o o ooo ooo o o oo o ooooo oo o oo ooooooooooooo ddddddddedddddddddddd molition; once owned by J. Prentice and Co? 

Pl t 2 T h 3 b ildi b ilt i i l f d ti i t d liti



Plate 3. Trench 1 looking north-east 

Plate 4. Timbers (0009) & (0010) recovered from Trench 1 
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Plate 3. Trench 1 looking north-east 

Plate 4. Timbers (000000000090909090909090909090909090909090909090909099090099900909099009009999)))))) )))))))))))))))))) & (0010) recovered from Trench 1 



Plate 5. Column base (0023) Trench 3 

Plate 6. Trench 3 looking north-east 
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Plate 5. Column base (0023) Trench 3 

Plate 6 Trench 3 looking north-east



Appendix I. Brief & Specification 

Brief and Specification for Archaeological Evaluation 

LAND EAST OF STATION ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 

The commissioning body should be aware that it may have Health & Safety 
responsibilities.

1. The nature of the development and archaeological requirements 

1.1 An outline planning application was been approved by Mid Suffolk District Council 
(0810/06/OUT) for residential development at Station Road East, Stowmarket (TM 
0506 5889). Full planning consent has now also been granted (3929/07) with a PPG 
16, paragraph 30 condition. This condition requires an acceptable programme of 
archaeological work to be undertaken. An archaeological Desk Based Assessment 
has already been completed (Rolfe 20071), and further mitigation in terms of field 
evaluation and palaeoenvironmental assessment is required to meet this condition. 

1.2 The proposed application area measures c. 0.29 ha. in extent and has not been the 
subject of previous archaeological investigation. The site is located on the eastern 
side of, and over-looking, the River Gipping. It is situated within the flood plain on the 
divide between river alluvium over peat (to the west) and calcareous clay (to the 
east), at c. 29m OD. 

1.3 The site lies within close proximity of known archaeological activity recorded in the 
County Sites and Monuments Record, in the valley of the River Gipping and close to 
a crossing point of the river. There is high potential for medieval, and earlier, 
archaeological deposits to be disturbed by this development. There is also high 
potential for preserved palaeo-environmental remains, such as peat deposits, within 
the application area. The proposed works would cause significant ground disturbance 
that has potential to damage any archaeological deposit that exists. 

1.4 Aspects of the proposed works would cause significant ground disturbance that has 
potential to damage any archaeological deposit that exists.  

1.5 In order to inform the archaeological mitigation strategy, and as part of a staged 
scheme of archaeological evaluation work, a linear trenched evaluation is required of 
the area, before any groundwork takes place. This will need to take into account the 
potential wet nature and provide a preservation assessment of any deposits 
encountered. A further brief for palaeoenvironmental assessment will be provided 

1.6 The results of this evaluation will enable the archaeological resource, both in quality 
and extent, to be accurately quantified, informing both development methodologies 
and mitigation measures. Decisions on the need for, and scope of, any further work 
should there be any archaeological finds of significance will be based upon the 
results of the evaluation and will be the subject of an additional brief. 

1.7 All arrangements for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, access to 
the site, the definition of the precise area of landholding and area for proposed 
development are to be defined and negotiated with the commissioning body. 

1 Rolfe, J., 2007, Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of Land East of Station Road, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Report No. 2007/074 

Brief and d SpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSppSpSppSSSS ececececeecececececeececececececececcccification for Archaeological Evaluation 

LAND EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEASASASASASASASASASASASASASAASAASAASASASSASSAASASAAAAA T TT T T T T T TT TTTTTTTTTTTT OFOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOFOOOOO  STATION ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOOLKKLKLKLKKLKLKLKLKKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKKKLKLKKKKKK 

The commmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmisisisisisisisisisisisisiisisisisisiisssisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisiisissiisisiss ooooooooononoonoooooooooooo ing body should be aware that it may have e eee HeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHHeHeHHeHeHHeHeHeHHeHHeHHHH alallalalalalalalalalalalalallalalalalalallalallllllaaa ththththththththththththhhththtthththhththt & & Safety 
responsibilities.

1. Theheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaataaataaaaaaaaaaa ure of the development and archaeological reququuuuququuiriririiriiriiririiiiiiiiiii ements 

1.1 An outline planning application was been approved by Mid Suffolk District Council 
(0810/06/OUT) for residential development at Station Road East, Stowmarket (TM 
0506 5889). Full planning consent has now also been granted (3929/07) with a PPG 
16, paragraph 30 condition. This condition requires an acceptable programme of 
archaeological work to be undertaken. An archaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeoeoeoeoeeoeoeoeeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeeeoeeeeeeoee logical Desk Based Assessment 
has already been completed (Rolfe 20071), aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndnddndndndnnndndndndndndndnnndnddnddd ffff ff f ff f f f ffffffffuruuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ther mitigation in terms of field
evaluation and palaeoenvironmental assessmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmmsmmsmsmsmsssmsssmmssmmeneneeneeenenenenenenenenenenenenenennnnnnnnnennt t t tttttt tt t t t tttttttttttttttttt iiisisisisiisiiisisisis required to meet this condition.

1.2 The proposed application area meaaasususususususususuususuususuuususuuuususuurerererrererererererererrererrrrrrrrrr s ssss ssss s s s ssssssssss ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc. . 0.0 29 ha. in extent and has not been the 
subject of previous archaeologoggggogogogggggoggoggggogggggicci alalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaaalaaaaaalaa  ii i i i i iii i ii iiiiinvnvnvnvnnvnvnvnvnnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvvvvvvvveeseseseseseseesseseseseeseseesesesessseeee ttittt gation. The site is located on the eastern 
side of, and over-looking, theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee RRRR R R RRR RRRRRR RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRivivivivivivivivivivvvivvvvivvivvvvvvvverereerererererrrrerrrereeeeeeee  G G GGG G GGGGG G GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGiipiipiipiiii ping. It is situated within the flood plain on the 
divide between river alluviuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuum m m mmmm mm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ovovovovovovvovovovovovovovovovovvovovoovooooooovoovovovoo eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  peat (to the west) and calcareous clay (to the 
east), at c. 29m OD. 

1.3 The site lies within close proximity of known archaeological activity recorded in the 
County Sites and Monuments Record, in the valley of the River Gipping and close to 
a crossing point of the river. There is high potential for medieval, and earlier,
archaeological deposits to be disturbed by this development. There is also high 
potential for preserved ddd     pappppp laeo-environmental remains, such as peat depossitttittttttttttttttts,sssssssssssssssssss  within 
the application areaeaa.  . ..... ThThThThThThThThThThThThThTThThThThThThThThTTTT e e e eee e e eee e eeeeeee prpp oposed works would cause significant grounnd d dididdididididididiiidididididididddiddididdid stststststststststttstststsstststtstststtststtss ururrururrurururururururuurururururrrurruururururuuu babbb nce 
that has potentiallal t t tttttttt ttttttttttoo oo oooooooooooooooo dadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadadaaddddddd mmmmammmmmmmmmmmmm ge any archaeological deposit that exists. 

1.4 Aspects ooof ff ff f f f f f fffffff thththththththhhththththhhthhhhhe eee ee ee e eee eeeee prprprprprprprprprppprprpppprppprprpprpppppp ooopoooo osed works would cause significant ground d didiiddidididdididididdidddddddddd ststststststststsststststsstsststurururururururururururururururururuuuurrrrrurbababababababbabbabbabbabbbbbbbb nce that has 
potentiaiaaaaaaaaaaaal l l l ll l lllll lll ll l totototototototototototottottotototototooo d d dd d d d d d d d dddddddddddddddddamamaaamaaamamamaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa age any archaeological deposit that exists.  

1.5 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIn n nn nnn nn nnn n n n n n n nn n nnnnnnnnnn orororoorororororororooororororororoooororooorooooooo dededeededededededededededdedededeedder rrrrrrrr to inform the archaeological mitigation stratetteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeteeteetteetteteteteeeetegygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygygyyggygygyygyygygygyy,,, , ,,  ,, ,, aaaaaanaaaaaaaaaaaaaa d d as part of a staged
scscscscscscscsccscsscscscscscscsccscccccccccchehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehheheheeheheheheeehehhehehh mmmmmmmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm  of archaeological evaluation work, a linear trencncncncncncncnncnncnncnnccncnccccnccccccccheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehhheheheeddddd ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd evaluation is required of 
the araaaaaarrrarea, before any groundwork takes place. This will nneee dddd dddd to take into account the 
potential wet nature and provide a preservation assessment of any deposits 
encountered. A further brief for palaeoenvironmental assessment will be provided 

1.6 The results of this evaluation will enable the archaeological resource, both in quality 
and extent, to be accurately quantified, informinggg bbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbboth development methodologies 
and mitigation measures. Decisions on the neeedededdedededddeddeddeddeddddddddde  f f f ff ff ffffff fff ff ffffforororororororororororororororrrrororrroooooo , ,, ,,, ,,,, ,,, ,,, ,, and scope of, any further work 
should there be any archaeological findss oooooooooooooooooooooooooof f f f f ffff f fffffff sssisisisisisisisisssssissssssssisigngnggngngngngngngngngngngngnggngngnggggggggggggg ififfii icance will be based upon the 
results of the evaluation and will be the suuusuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuubjbjbjbjbjbjbjbjjbjbjbjbjbjbjbjbjbjbjbbjbbbjbbjbjjecececececececececececececececcecccccccccccct t t tt ttt t ttt t t tttt ttttt ofofofooofofofofofofoofooo  an additional brief. 

1.7 All arrangements for the field evavavaavaavavavavavavvavavaavavaaavvaaluuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuatatatatatatataatataatatattatatattataatataaaataatataa ioioioioioioioioioooiooooooiooiooonn n nn n nn n n nnnnnnn nnnnnnnnnnn ofofooofofofofofofofoooofoofoooooo  the site, the timing of the work, access to 
the site, the definition of theeeeee eeee eeee ee eeeee eee prprprprprprpprprpprpppppprpprppppppppppppppppp eeeeeececceeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee isisisisisisisissisissisisisisisssssisssssseeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeee area of landholding and area for proposed
development are to be defineeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed d dddd d d d d d dd d ddddd d dd dddddddddddddddddd anananananananananananananananananananannannananananannandd d dd d ddddddddddddd ddddddddd nen gotiated with the commissioning body. 

1 Rolfe J 2007 Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of Land East of Station Road Stowmarket
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1.8 Detailed standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are to be found in 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England, East Anglian Archaeology 
Occasional Papers 14, 2003. 

1.9 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the total 
execution of the project. A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) based upon this 
brief and the accompanying outline specification of minimum requirements, is an 
essential requirement. This must be submitted by the developers, or their agent, to 
the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council 
(Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 01284 352443) for approval. 
The work must not commence until this office has approved both the archaeological 
contractor as suitable to undertake the work, and the WSI as satisfactory. The WSI 
will provide the basis for measurable standards and will be used to satisfy the 
requirements of the planning condition. 

1.10 Before any archaeological site work can commence it is the responsibility of the 
developer to provide the archaeological contractor with either the contaminated land 
report for the site or a written statement that there is no contamination. The developer 
should be aware that investigative sampling to test for contamination is likely to have 
an impact on any archaeological deposit which exists; proposals for sampling should 
be discussed with the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of SCC 
(SCCAS/CT) before execution. 

1.11 The responsibility for identifying any constraints on field-work, e.g. Scheduled 
Monument status, Listed Building status, public utilities or other services, tree 
preservation orders,  SSSIs, wildlife sites &c., ecological considerations rests with the 
commissioning body and its archaeological contractor. The existence and content of 
the archaeological brief does not over-ride such constraints or imply that the target 
area is freely available. 

1.12 Any changes to the specifications that the project archaeologist may wish to make 
after approval by this office should be communicated directly to SCCAS/CT and the 
client for approval. 

2. Brief for the Archaeological Evaluation 

2.1  Establish whether any archaeological or palaeoenvironmental deposit exists in the 
area, with particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit 
preservation in situ [at the discretion of the developer]. 

2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within 
the application area, together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of 
preservation.

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking 
colluvial/alluvial deposits. 

2.4 Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

2.5 Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 
dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables and orders of cost. 

1.8 Detailed standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are to be fofoof und in 
Standards for Field ArArrArArArArArArArrArArrArrArArArrrchchchchchchchchchchchchccchchchcccchchchchccccc aea ology in the East of England, East Anglian Arccccccccccccccccccrcccchahahahahahahahahahahahahaahahahahhahahahahaahhahaeoeeeeee logy 
Occasional Paperrs ss ss s sss sss sss sss 14141414144141414141414141414141411141114141444414111 , , ,, , ,, , ,,,, ,,, ,,,,, 2020202020202020202020202020200202020200200220202222 00300 . 

1.9 In accordaancncncccccccccccccccccncce eee eee e eeee ee eeeeeeeeeee wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwwwwiwwiiwiwiwwwwiw ththththththththththththhththththhththhthtthththth the standards and guidance produced by ththhhe e eeee eee e e e eeeeee eee e InInInInInInInnInInnInnInInIIInIInnststststststststststststststssstststssststttstss itittiitititititititititittti ute of Field
Archaeolollllllogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoogoggogooogooo isisisisisisisisisisisissisissiisisiisststsststststsststststststststststsstsststsst  t ttttttttttt tttttttthihhhhhhhhhhhh s brief should not be considered sufficiennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnt t t tt tt t t t tttttt tt tt ttt tototototootototototototootoototototoooo e e ee e e e e e eee e ee ee eee e ee nan ble the total 
exececececcececccececcececececcccccceeceeceeee utututututututuutuuuutuuutuuuuu ioioioioioioioioioioioioioioiooioioioooiooon nnnnnnnn n nn n nnnnn ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofffofoofoffofooofofoofoo tttt tttttheh  project. A Written Scheme of Investigggatatatatatatatatatatatatatatttataatataaaa ioooioioiiiioioioioiioioiooioiioioioiooioooon nn nn nnnnnnnn (W(W(W(W(W(W(W(W(W(W(W(W(WW(WWW(W(WW(W(W(WWW(WWWWWW(( SSISISISISISISISSSISISISISSSSISSISISSSISSSSS ) ) based upon this 
brrbrbrbrrbrbrbrrbrbrrbrbrbrbrrbb eieieieieeeeieeeeieeieeeieeieieeieeieeeeeeeief f f f f f f f f f f fff fff fffffffffffffffffffffff ananananananaaaaanananaananaannnnannnd dddddddddddddddddddddd the accompanying outline specification of mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmininininininininnininninnnnnininnninnnininnininnnninnnnnnnnnnnimimimimimimimimimimimimimimimiiimimimmimmmiimmmimmumumumummmummmumumumumumumummumumumumumumuuu  requirements, is an 
esesesesesesesesesessesesesssesesessssesssssesesssessessesssssseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeeseseeeeeeseeseesesseeeeeentntntntntntntntntntnttntnntntntntntntntntntntnttntntntnntntnnnntntnttiiiiiaiaiiaiiaiiiaiiiiii l requirement. This must be submitted by theee dd ddddddd d ddddddddddddddddddd dddddeveveveeveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveevevevevvevvevevevvevevevveleleleleleeleleleleleleleleleleleleeeeeeeeeleleeleeele opooo ers, or their agent, to 
the eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee CoCoCoCoCoCoCCCoCoCoCCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCCCoCCCCoCoCCoCoCCCCoCCoC nservation Team of the Archaeological Service eeeeeee ofofofofofofofofofoofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofofoooofofoofofoooof Suffolk County Council
(Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 01284 352443) for approval. 
The work must not commence until this office has approved both the archaeological 
contractor as suitable to undertake the work, and the WSI as satisfactory. The WSI 
will provide the basis for measurable standards and will be used to satisfy the
requirements of the planning condition.

1.10 Before any archaeological site work can comommmmmmmmmmmmmmmemememememememmememememmemememememmemememmememmmm ncncncncncncncncncncncncncncncncnncccnccccnn e it is the responsibility of the 
developer to provide the archaeological contnttntntttnntttttttttnn rararararararaarararararararaaarararraararactctctctctctctctctctctctctctctcttctcttctcttcttctctcccc ororororororororororoorroroooroor with either the contaminated land 
report for the site or a written statement ttthahahahahahahahahahaaahaaahahahahahahahahaahahaahaatt ttttttttttttt t thththththththththththththhthththththththhhththththhthhereereererereeeereeeeereee e e is no contamination. The developer 
should be aware that investigative samamammmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmmplplplplplpplplplplplplpppppplppppp inininininininininininininininininninnnnninng g g ggg g g g g gggggg ggg ggggggggggg tttttttotottttto test for contamination is likely to have 
an impact on any archaeological deedededeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeedededed popopopopopopopopopopopopopoopoppopopopop sissisisisissisissisisisisisisisiiiiisssis t ttttttt tt ttttttttttttttttt whwwwww ich exists; proposals for sampling should
be discussed with the Consssssnsssssnssssssnssnssssssssssssserereeerererereeerererereeereererererrerrrrrvavavvavavavaavavavavavavavavaavavvaaaaatitititititititititititittttttttt onononononononnonononononononononnnononoooonooo T TTTTeam of the Archaeological Service of SCC
(SCCAS/CT) before executioioooiooioiooioooiooioioioiooioooooioiooiioooon.n.n.n.n.n.n.nn.n.n.nn.n.nn.n.n.nnnnnnnnnnn  

1.11 The responsibility for identifyfyfffyiiiiniiiiniiiiiiiiiiining any constraints on field-work, e.g. Scheduled 
Monument status, Listed Building status, public utilities or other services, tree
preservation orders,  SSSIs, wildlife sites &c., ecological considerations rests with the
commissioning body and its archaeological contractor. The existence and content of 
the archaeological brief does not over-ride such constraints or imply that the target 
area is freely available.

1.12 Any changes to thththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe eeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeee spspspsppspsppspspspspspspspppspppppspsssspps eeeeececeeeeeeeee ifications that the project archaeologist may y wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwwwwwwww shshshshshshshshshhshshshshshshshshs  ttttt tt t ttt tttttttttttooooooo oooooo make 
after approvalal bb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbby y yyyyy y yyy y yyyy yyyyyy yyyyy ththhthhthththththhthhththththththtt isisiisiiisisisisisisisisissisisisssisisiiiisisiisisi  ooffice should be communicated directly to SCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCASASASASASASAASASASASASASASASASASASAASAASASASAASS/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/C/CC/C/C/CC//C/C/CCC/CCCCTTTTTT TT and the 
client for aapppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp rrorororororororororororororoooorrrovavavavavavavavavavavavavaavaavaaaavaavavavavaaavaallllll.l.lll.lllllllll.lll  

2. BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBririririririririririririririririiririrrirrririiirirrirrr efefefefefefefefefefeeefefeefefefefeeeefefefeefefeefeeeeeee  ff fff f f ffff ffffffff fforrrrororororrororororoooooooooo t ttttttthe Archaeological Evaluation 

2.1  Eststtstststtststststttstttsttstttststttsttabababababababababababababbbabababababababababababababbbabababaababaaaaabbbllllillllll sh whether any archaeological or palaeoenvironnnmememememememememememememememememememememmmmemmmemeememmemmmememenntn al deposit exists in the r
area, with particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit
preservation in situ [at the discretion of the developer]. u

2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within 
the application area, together with its likely extennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnt,ttttttttttt  localised depth and quality of 
preservation.

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land usssssesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesessseesee ,, ,,, ananaananananananananananannanannnannanaaaaaaa ddddd dddddddd the possible presence of masking 
colluvial/alluvial deposits.

2.4 Establish the potential for the susususususususususususususuususususussssss rvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrvvvrvrvrvvvrvvvvvvrvivvivivvvivvivvvivvivvivivvi alalalalalalalalalalaalaalaaaalaaall o ooooooo o o oooooooooooooooooffffff ffffffff ene vironmental evidence.

2.5 Provide sufficient informationnnnnnnnnnnnnn ttt ttt ttttt ttttttttttttttttttooo o ooooo ooooooo o o o oooooooooooooooo cccccococococococcccoccccccccccccooccccc nstruct an archaeological conservation strategy, 
dealing with preservation, the rececccccoooroo ding of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
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2.6 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 
Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all stages will 
follow a process of assessment and justification before proceeding to the next phase 
of the project. Field evaluation is to be followed by the preparation of a full archive, 
and an assessment of potential.  Any further excavation required as mitigation is to 
be followed by the preparation of a full archive and an assessment of potential, 
analysis and final report preparation may follow. Each stage will be the subject of a 
further brief and updated project design; this document covers only the evaluation 
stage.

2.7 The developer or his archaeologist will give SCCAS/CT (address as above) five 
working days notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in order that 
the work of the archaeological contractor may be monitored. 

2.8 If the approved evaluation design is not carried through in its entirety (particularly in 
the instance of trenching being incomplete) the evaluation report may be rejected. 
Alternatively the presence of an archaeological deposit may be presumed, and 
untested areas included on this basis when defining the final mitigation strategy. 

2.9 An outline specification, which defines certain minimum criteria, is set out below. 

3. Specification: Trenched Evaluation  

3.1  Trial trenches are to be excavated to cover 5% by area, which is approximately 142 
m2. These shall be positioned to sample all parts of the site. Linear trenches are 
thought to be the most appropriate sampling method. Trenches are to be a minimum 
of 1.80m wide unless special circumstances can be demonstrated; this will result in a 
minimum of 80 m of trenching at 1.80m in width. 

3.2 If excavation is mechanised a toothless ‘ditching bucket’ at least 1.20m wide must be 
used. A scale plan showing the proposed locations of the trial trenches should be 
included in the WSI and the detailed trench design must be approved by SCCAS/CT 
before field work begins. 

3.4  The topsoil may be mechanically removed using an appropriate machine with a back-
acting arm and fitted with a toothless bucket, down to the interface layer between 
topsoil and subsoil or other visible archaeological surface.  All machine excavation is 
to be under the direct control and supervision of an archaeologist. The topsoil should 
be examined for archaeological material. 

3.5 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then 
be cleaned off by hand.  There is a presumption that excavation of all archaeological 
deposits will be done by hand unless it can be shown there will not be a loss of 
evidence by using a machine. The decision as to the proper method of excavation will 
be made by the senior project archaeologist with regard to the nature of the deposit. 

3.6 In all evaluation excavation there is a presumption of the need to cause the minimum 
disturbance to the site consistent with adequate evaluation; that significant 
archaeological features, e.g. solid or bonded structural remains, building slots or post-
holes, should be preserved intact even if fills are sampled. For guidance: 

� For linear features, 1.00m wide slots (min.) should be excavated across their 
width;

2.6 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 
Heritage's Managemeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeentntntntntntntntntntntntnnntntntnnnntnttntnnnt o f Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all sssstatatataatataatatataatatatatatatataatataaataatt gegegegegegeggegegegegegegegegggegegegggegegeg s s will 
follow a process oof f f fffff ff fff fff ffff asasasasasasasasaaasasasaasaasasasasaaasasasaasaaa seseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeees ssssssssssssssssssssssssss ment and justification before proceeding to thhe e e ee eeeeeeeeeeeee e ee nenenenenenenenenenenenenneneneeeeneeenneeeeeextxtxxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxttxxtxxxxx  pppphase 
of the project. FiFiFiFiFFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFFFiiiFFFF eleeeeeeleleeeleeeeeeeeeeeeee d d dddddd dddddddddd eveveeveveveveveveeveveveveveveveveveveeevveveeee aluation is to be followed by the preparation ofofofoffofofofofofofofofoffofofoofofffoffoo aaaa a a aaaa aaaaaa aaaaaa f fffffffff fffff fffffffffulululululululululululuuuulullululuuluuuuu lllllllllll ll archive, 
and an asssesesesesesesesesesssssssssssseesssmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmmmsmssmsmeneneneneneneneneeneneneneneneneneeneneneeenenenee t tttttttttttttttt of potential.  Any further excavation requirededddd a aaaaaa a aaaa aaaaaaaaaasssssssss s s ssss mimmimmmmimimmimimmimimimimimimmimmmmmmmmmm ttttitittttttttt gation is to 
be follooweeweweweweweeweweweweweweeeweewewewewewweweedddd d d d d d d d ddd dddddddddd bybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybyybybybybybbybybyyb t ttttttttt tttttttttthe preparation of a full archive and an asseseseseseseseseseseseseseesesesesesesessesesesesessesesesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssmemememememememememememememememememmmememmmemmemm nttn  of potential, 
analalalllalllalaalalalaaaalaaaaaaaaa ysysysysysysysysyysysysyyysysyyyyysyysyyysisisssissssisisisisisissisisisssisissss a aa a a aaa aa aaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndnddndnnddnddndnd ff ff ffini al report preparation may follow. Each sssssssssssssstatatatatatatatataatatatatatataaaataatatttt gegegegegegegegegegegeegegegegeggeggeggeggegggg  w w w w w w wwww w w w www ww wwwililililililillillilililiiiill l l lll lll l ll bebbbbbbbebbbbbbbbbb  the subject of a 
fuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtttrtttrrtrtrrtthehehhehehehehehehehehehehehehheheheheheehehehehehehhehehehehehehehhehhhehhheh r r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr brbrbrbrbrbrbrrrbrbrbrbrbrrbrrbrrrbb iiiieieiiieeiiiiiiii f and updated project design; this documeneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneenenenennnene ttttttttt tt tt tt ttt t ttttt ccococococcococococococococccocccccccococococcococccoccoccooveveveveveevevevevevvevevvevevevevvvevevevev rrrrrrrrsrrrsrrsr  only the evaluation 
stststtststststststtststststtstststtstststststtstststtstttttagagagaagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagaaaagaaggagaggagggaggagaggggaagge.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.eee.e.e.e.eeee.e.eeee..e.eeee..eeeeeeeeee

2.7 The developer or his archaeologist will give SCCAS/CT (address as above) five 
working days notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in order that 
the work of the archaeological contractor may be monitored. 

2.8 If the approved evaluation design is not carried through in its entirety (particularly in 
the instance of trenching being incomplete) the e eveveveveveeeeeeeeeveeeeeeee aluation report may be rejected. 
Alternatively the presence of an archaeoloogigiigggggggg cacacacacacacaacacacaacacacacaccaacacacacacacccaaaall l ll l l llll l l lll deddddddddddddddddddddddddd posit may be presumed, and 
untested areas included on this basis when dedededededededededeededeededededeeeedeed fifififififfififfifififiifiififffiiiiininininininininininiiiinininiininiiininininn ngngngngngngngngngngnnggngnnngnn  tthe final mitigation strategy. 

2.9 An outline specification, which defines s s ssss s s sssss s ssssssss cececececececececececeeceececeececccececeeertrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrttr aiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiiaaaiaiaaiaiaiaiaaaaaiaaaaaaaa nnnn n nnnnnnn minimum criteria, is set out below.

3. Specification: Trenched EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEvavavavavavavavavavavavavavavavavvavavavavavavaavavavvavaaavv lululululuululluulululuululullulululululululuulluulllluuuuatatatatatatatatatatatatattatataatataaataaatatatataa ioioion  

3.1  Trial trenches are to be excavavaaatetetttttttttttttttttttttted to cover 5% by area, which is approximately 142 
m2. These shall be positioned to sample all parts of the site. Linear trenches are 
thought to be the most appropriate sampling method. Trenches are to be a minimum 
of 1.80m wide unless special circumstances can be demonstrated; this will result in a
minimum of 80 m of trenching at 1.80m in width. 

3.2 If excavation is mechahahahahaaahaaaahaaahaaahaaaaahaaninininnninininininninnininininnninnnn sesesssssss d a toothless ‘ditching bucket’ at least 1.20m widddddddddddddddddddddde e eeee e eee e e e e e eeeeeeee eee mmumummmmmmmmmmummmummmmmm st be 
used. A scale planannannananannananananannnanaaannn ssssss ssss ssssssssshohohoohohohohohohohohohoohohohohoohohooohohooowwiwwwwwwwiwww ng the proposed locations of the trial trencheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees s ssss ssssssssssss shshshshshshshshshshshshhshhhhshhshhshshshshshsshooooooououooooo ld be 
included in thhe eee    WSWSWSWSWSWSWSWSWSWSWWWSWSWWSWSWSWWSWWWSWWWWWWWSI IIIIIIIIIIIIII anaaaaanaaananaaaaaaaaaa d the detailed trench design must be approveveeeeeeeeeeeed ddd d dd d dddddddddddddd bybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybyyyybbybybybyyyy SSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSCCCCAS/CT 
before fieldddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww wwwworooroorororororororooooororork k k k k k kkkk kkk k kk kkk kk kkkkkkkkkkk bebebbebebbebebebebebebbebebebebbbbbebebbbbbb gins. 

3.4  Theheheheeeheeeeheheeheheeeheeeheehehehehehh  ttttt ttt t ttt t t ttttttopopopopopopopopopopopopopoppopppopopopppopopopppsososososososososososososossosososososooooooililililililililililiilililililillililllililil mmmm mmmmm mmmmay be mechanically removed using an apppprprprprrprrprprprrprrrprrrrrprpppppppp opopoopopopopoppopopopopopoopooppoppopoopopriririiiiriiirir atatatatatatataatatatatatatatataataaaaa e e e e ee e e eee e e eeeeeeee mmmmmmmammamammmmmmmmm chine with a back-
acacacacacacacacacacacaacacaccacacccacacccccccaccctitititititititititiiititititititititttttitiitiitttitiitinngngngngngngngngngngnnnngngngngngnnngnnngnngnnngnngnnn   aaaa aaaaa  aaaarrrrrrrmrrmrmr  and fitted with a toothless bucket, down tototototototototototototototototoooototoootooooto t t ttt t t tt t t ttttt tt tttt t tttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheheehhehehehhehehhhehhhhhhh  ii   nnnntntnnnnnnnnn erface layer between 
totototototototototooootototootototototoototototoootottooopspspspspspspspspspspspspsspspspspspspspspspspspspsspsspspsspspsspssspp oioioooioioioioioooioioioioioiooioooiooioooiooooooioiiiio lll ll llll ll l l llll and subsoil or other visible archaeological surffacacacacacacacacacacacacaaacaacacacaacaccacacace.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.ee.eee.e.e.eee.e.ee.e.ee.e.e.eee.ee.eeee.eeee.  AAAAAAlAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA l machine excavation is
to bbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee unu der the direct control and supervision of an archahahahahahahahahaaahaaaaahahaaaaaaaaaaaaeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeoeoeeoeeeeeoeeoeeeologist. The topsoil should 
be examined for archaeological material. 

3.5 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then 
be cleaned off by hand.  There is a presumption that excavation of all archaeological 
deposits will be done by hand unless it can be sssssssssssssssssssssssshohhhhhhhhhhhhh wn there will not be a loss of 
evidence by using a machine. The decision as to o ththththththththththththththththhthththhththtttththhtht e eeee e eeee eeeeeee  prppppppppppppppppppppppppppp oper method of excavation will 
be made by the senior project archaeologisst t wiwiwiwiwiwwwwwwwwiwww ththththththththtthththhththththhhthhhhthhhh r r rrrr r r rrr rrrrrregegegeeegegegegegegegegegeegegeeegeegegeegeegegegeee araaaa d to the nature of the deposit. 

3.6 In all evaluation excavation there is a prprprprrprprprpprrprprprprrprrprrpppp esesesesesesesesseseseseseseseeseseesseesumumumumummumumumumumumummmummumumummmumuumummmu pppptpptpp ion of the need to cause the minimum 
disturbance to the site consisteteteeeentntntntntntttntntnntntntntntntntntntnttntntn  w w w wwwww w w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititititititittittitititittittitititiii hhhhhhhhhhhh hhhhhh adequate evaluation; that significant
archaeological features, e.g. sosososooososososoosoososososooosoooosooos lilliilililililililililililliiiiid d d dddd d ddddd ddd dd dddddd ororororororororororororoorrororor b b bbbbb b bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbboonooooononononononoonononoooooooooo ded d structural remains, building slots or post-
holes, should be preserved intntntntntntntntntntntnntntntntntntntttntnttntntntnntacacacacacacacacacacacacaacacaccaccccacacacacacaccaccacaccct tt tt ttttt t t tttttttttttt eveveveveveveveveveveveevveveveeevevvee eneee  if fills are sampled. For guidance: 

� For linear features, 1.0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000mm m m m mmm mm m mm m m mm m m mmmmm mmmmmm mmmmmmmm wwiwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww de slots (min.) should be excavated across their 
width;
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� For discrete features, such as pits, 50% of their fills should be sampled (in 
some instances 100% may be requested). 

3.7 There must be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth and 
nature of any archaeological deposit. The depth and nature of colluvial or other 
masking deposits must be established across the site. 

3.8 Palaeoenvironmental deposits are expected to be present on this site. Archaeological 
and palaeoenvironmental contexts should therefore be sampled for in the most 
appropriate manner. Best practice should allow for sampling of interpretable and 
datable archaeological deposits and provision should be made for this. The contractor 
shall show what provision has been made for environmental assessment of the site 
and must provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts, biological 
remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and samples 
of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other 
pedological/sedimentological analyses. Advice on the appropriateness of the 
proposed strategies will be sought from J. Heathcote, English Heritage Regional 
Adviser for Archaeological Science (East of England).  A guide to sampling 
archaeological deposits (Murphy, P.L. and Wiltshire, P.E.J., 1994, A guide to 
sampling archaeological deposits for environmental analysis) is available for viewing 
from SCCAS. 

3.9 Any natural subsoil surface revealed should be hand cleaned and examined for 
archaeological deposits and artefacts.  Sample excavation of any archaeological 
features revealed may be necessary in order to gauge their date and character. 

3.10 Metal detector searches must take place at all stages of the excavation by an 
experienced metal detector user. 

3.11 All finds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 
SCCAS/CT during the course of the evaluation). 

3.12 Human remains must be left in situ except in those cases where damage or 
desecration are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown 
to be a requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site.  However, the excavator 
should be aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 
1857.

3.13 Plans of any archaeological features on the site are to be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 
depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded.  Sections should be drawn at 
1:10 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded.  All levels should 
relate to Ordnance Datum. Any variations from this must be agreed with SCCAS/CT. 

3.14 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome 
photographs and colour transparencies and/or high resolution digital images. 

3.15 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavation to 
allow sequential backfilling of excavations. 

3.16 Trenches should not be backfilled without the approval of SCCAS/CT. 

4. General Management 

some instances 100% may be requested). 

3.7 There must be suufffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffficicicicciciciciciciccicccicicicccicicicccccccieieieeieieieeieeeieeieieieeieieieieentntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnnnnnnn e eeeeeeeee excavation to give clear evidence for the perioooood,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,dd,d,d,d,dddd,dd,d  d dd ddd ddd ddddd d ddddddepepepepepepeepepepepepepepepeppeepeepeeeppeeeeee ttthththttttt  and 
nature of any arararararararararararararararaaraaraarrraarraa chchchchchchchchchchcchchchchchchchhhchhaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeeaeaeeaeaeaa oloo ogical deposit. The depth and nature of cocoocoooooooooooooooooollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllluvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvuvvuvuvuuuuvuuuuvuu iaiaaaaaiaiaaiaaaaiaaiaaiaaaaaaaaaaallllllllll l or other 
masking deeepopopopopopopopopopooopopopopopooppopopooopp sisisiisisisisisisisisissisisisis tststststststststtststststststsststsstssstssss mmmmm m m mm mm mmmmm m mmmmmust be established across the site.

3.8 Palalalalaalaaalalaaalalaalaaaalaalalaaaaaeoeoeoeooeoeeoeoeeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeoeeeeoeneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeeene ivivivivivvivvivviviviviviivivivivivvivvviviirorororororororororororrororoororororoooor nmental deposits are expected to be presennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttt tttt ttttt ononoonononnonoooonoonooonoononooo tttttt tttttttttttttt thihihihihihihihihhhihihhihihihhihhhhiss s sss s s s s s s sss ssssssss ssssssssissssisssss tet . Archaeological 
ananananannnanananananananananannnannd d d ddd d d d d d dd d dd dd d d d dddd dddddddd papapapapapapapaapapapapapappapaaaaapapaapppaap laaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeeoeeeeeeeeee environmental contexts should therefore bebebebebebebebeebebebebebebebebebebebebebeeebeebebbbeeebeeb  s ss s sss ss s s sss sss sssssssamamamamamammamammamamamamaaamaamammaaamaaa pplp ed for in the most 
apapapapapapapapapappapapappapapapppapppppapapppappappappppppprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprrprprprprprprprprpprrrrrprprropopopopopopopopopopopooppopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopooopopopppopopppprrrirrr ate manner. Best practice should allow for ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamammmamamamamammmammmamamammmmmammplpplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplppplpppplppplppplplppppppp iiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiii g of interpretable and 
daataatataatatatatatatatatatatattataataataaatatatataaatatttttttablblblblblblblblbbbblblblblbblblbblblblblbblbblblblblbbblblblbbbbblbbblb eeeee eeeeeeeee archaeological deposits and provision should be mamamamamamamammamamamamaamamamamamamamaaaamamamaamamaamamamaamaaaaamamadddddddedddddddddddddddddddddddd  for this. The contractor 
shall show what provision has been made for environmental assessment of the site 
and must provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts, biological 
remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and samples 
of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other 
pedological/sedimentological analyses. Advice on the appropriateness of the
proposed strategies will be sought from J. Heaaeaaaaaaaaaaathththththtththtththtththttttttttt cote, English Heritage Regional
Adviser for Archaeological Science (East ooooooooofff ff fff fffffff ff f EnEnEnEnEEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnEnnnnEEEnnglggggggggggggg and).  A guide to sampling 
archaeological deposits (Murphy, P.L. annnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnd d dd dd d dd dddd ddd WiWiWiWiWiWiWiWiWiWiWiWWiWWiWWiWiWiWWWWWWWWWWWWW ltltltltltltltltltttlttlttl sshshire, P.E.J., 1994, A guide to 
sampling archaeological deposits for envvnvvvvvnvvvvvvvvvvvvvviririrrririrririririririririririririrrrrirrriri ononoononononononoonnonononononononoononoononnnnnmememememememmememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ntntal analysis) is available for viewing 
from SCCAS. 

3.9 Any natural subsoil surface eeeee ee eee eeeee eeeeeeeeee rerererereererererererereeeererreererreerererreevevevveveveeveveveveveevvevevevvvvvvevvvv alalalalalalalaaaaalaalaalaaaaallledededededededededededededededededdeddddededdeeee  should be hand cleaned and examined for 
archaeological deposits annnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnd d d dddd d ddd d dddd d d ddd dd d dddddddd ararararararararararararararararaaraaraaaaaaaaaraaaraaraarrara tetetetetetetetteteteteteteteteettetetteteteeteeeeeefafafacts.  Sample excavation of any archaeological 
features revealed may be nececececccceccccccccccccccccceseseseseseseseseesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesseeseeseseeeeesesesesesee sasasasasasasasasasasasasasasassasasasssassssassassssassssassssssssss ry in order to gauge their date and character. 

3.10 Metal detector searches must take place at all stages of the excavation by an 
experienced metal detector user. 

3.11 All finds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 
SCCAS/CT during the cocccccc urse of the evaluation).

3.12 Human remains mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmusususususususususususususususussssst t tt ttttt t tt t t tttttttt bbbbbbbebebbbbb  left in situ except in those cases whereeeeeereeeeeeeereee d dd d d d d ddd dddd ddd dd dddamamamamamamamamamammamamamamamamaaaaammmmmamaaagagaa e or u
desecration ararre e ee e eee eee eee e ee e e ee tototototottotototototototototototottotottttotoo b b bb bbbb b b b bbbbb bbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeee exe pected, or in the event that analysis of thee r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrememememememememememememmemememmmmemmmememmemmaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaaaiaiaaaaaaaaaiaa nnnnnnnnsnsnsnsnnnnnnnnnn  is shown 
to be a reeququququququququququququququququuququqqqq iririiririririririririririrrrrrii ememememememememememmemmmmememmmmmmemmmmmmmmemmeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee t of satisfactory evaluation of the site.  Howwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwevevevevevevevevevvvvevevevevveveveevverererererererereerererererererrerereeer,, , , , , ,,,,,,,,,, thtttththtththththtttththttt e excavator 
should bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe ee eee eeee e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee awawawawawawawwawawawawawawwwwawwwawawwwwwwwwaararararararaaararaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa e e of, and comply with, the provisions of Secctitiiiiiiononononononoonononononononononoonononooooooooonoooo  2 2 2 2 2 2 22 2 222 2222222222222225 5 5 5 55 5555555 55 55555 5 555 5555555555 oofofof the Burial Act
18888888888888888885757575757577577575757575757575775575757575757755557.....

3.13 PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPlalalalalalaalalalalalalallalalalalalalalalalalallalaaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnsnsnsnsnssnsnsnsnnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsss  o       f any archaeological features on the site are e tototototototototototototototoootototototototoooootootto bb b bb bb b bb bb bb bbbbbbb b b bbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 
deepepepepepepepepeepepepeppepepepeeeepeppeeepepepepeeepeeppennnnndnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ing on the complexity of the data to be recorded. SSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeee tions should be drawn at 
1:10 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded.  All levels should 
relate to Ordnance Datum. Any variations from this must be agreed with SCCAS/CT. 

3.14 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome
photographs and colour transparencies and/or high h rererrrrerrreerrrerrrrr solution digital images. 

3.15 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological depositt ttttttttto o oooooooooooooooooo bebebebebbebebebebebebebebebbebebbbebebbbebebee kkkk k k k k k kkk kkkkkk kkkkk kkeepeeeeeeeeee t separate during excavation to 
allow sequential backfilling of excavations....  

3.16 Trenches should not be backfilled wwwwwwittitititttttititittittttitittii hohohohohohohoohohohohohohohohohohohoohohhohhooh ututututututututututututututututtutttuttutuuttut tttttttttttt ttttttttthhhehhhhhhehhhhh  approval of SCCAS/CT.

4. General Management 
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4.1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work 
commences, including monitoring by SCCAS/CT.  The archaeological contractor will 
give not less than five days written notice of the commencement of the work so that 
arrangements for monitoring the project can be made. 

4.2 The composition of the archaeology contractor staff must be detailed and agreed by 
this office, including any subcontractors/specialists. For the site director and other 
staff likely to have a major responsibility for the post-excavation processing of this 
evaluation there must also be a statement of their responsibilities or a CV for post-
excavation work on other archaeological sites and publication record. Ceramic 
specialists, in particular, must have relevant experience from this region, including 
knowledge of local ceramic sequences.

4.3 It is the archaeological contractor’s responsibility to ensure that adequate resources 
are available to fulfil the Brief. 

4.4 A detailed risk assessment must be provided for this particular site. 

4.5 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place.  The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor. 

4.6  The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for archaeological field 
evaluation (revised 2001) should be used for additional guidance in the execution of 
the project and in drawing up the report. 

5. Report Requirements 

5.1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principles of 
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (particularly 
Appendix 3.1 and Appendix 4.1). 

5.2 The report should reflect the aims of the WSI. 

5.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished 
from its archaeological interpretation. 

5.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope may be given.  No 
further site work should be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 
assessed and the need for further work is established. 

5.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must 
include non-technical summaries.  

5.6 The Report must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological 
evidence, including an assessment of palaeoenvironmental remains recovered from 
palaeosols and cut features. Its conclusions must include a clear statement of the 
archaeological potential of the site, and the significance of that potential in the context 
of the Regional Research Framework (East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 
3 & 8, 1997 and 2000). 

5.7 The results of the surveys should be related to the relevant known archaeological 
information held in the County Historic Environment Record (HER). 

commences, including monitoring by SCCAS/CT.  The archaeological contracaccctor will 
give not less than five ee ee e eeee e e e ee e dadaddaddadadadddddddddddadddaddadddd ysyyyy  written notice of the commencement of the worororororororrrorrrrorrrrorrorororro k k k kkkkk k k k kkkk kk kkkkkkkkkkk sssossssosss  that
arrangements for mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmononononononononooonononoonoononononooonononoonooo itititititititititititiititittttittttiitoroororororororororoorororororororooooo iiiiiiiniiiiiii g the project can be made. 

4.2 The compossossitititititititittttittittitititiitittioioioioioioioioiooioioioiioiooioiooii nnn nn n n nnnn  nn nnnn ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofffofofofofofoo  tthe archaeology contractor staff must be deetataaaaillilllililililililillllllilililedededeededededeedededededdeddedededdededdeee  aaaaaa aaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaannndndndnndndndnnddndndnddnnnn  agreed by 
this officccccce,ee,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,eee,e,eee,eeee,eee  i i i i ii i i ii ii i i iiincncnncncncncncncncncncnccnccncnccncncncncclulululululululululululullulululuuluululudiddddddddddddddddddddd ng any subcontractors/specialists. For the ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssititititittittittttitttitititititititititiittee e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee dididididididididdidddiddidididididididddddd rererrererrrererereeerrrrrererrrrr ctor and other 
stafafffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ffffff lillilllll kekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkekekkeekekkk lylylylylylylylylylylyllyllylyylyyylyyyyyyy t t tt t t tt t ttttt tttttttttt t toooooooooo oooooooooooooo o hah ve a major responsibility for the post-eeexcxcxcxcxcxccxccxcxcxcxcxcxcxcxcxccxcxcxcxxcxxx avavavavavavavavavavavvavavavvavvavavaaavavvvataatataatatatatatatatatataataaataatattaaaaaa iooioioioiioioioioioioioioioiooioooooooon nnnnnn nnnnnnnn nnnnnn prp ocessing of this 
evevevevevevevevevvvevvvvvvevvevevevalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalallalaaalalaaallalalaaluauauauauauauauauauuauauauuuauuauauauuauuuauuuuuuuu titittttttttttttittttttt ononononononononononononononnonnononnonooo  there must also be a statement of their resssssssssssssssssssssspopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopooopoopooopopppoooopoop nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnsnsnsnsnsnsnnnsnnnnnsnsnnnsnsnsnnsnnnsnnnnnsnsibibibibibibibiiibibibbbbbbbbbbbbbbilillllllillllilillllllllititttitititiittititititttittttitities or a CV for post-
exexexexexexexexexexxexexexxxexexexxxxexxxxxexexxxexxexxexxxxxxcacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacaaacacaaacaaacaacaacaccaaaaaavavavavavavavavavavavavavavvaavavavavavavavavavavaavavavvavvvvavavaaaatttittttttt on work on other archaeological sites and dddddddddd pupupupupupupupupuppupupupupupupupupupupupupupupuupupuupuupupuuuupp blbblblbblbblblblblblblblblblblblblblbblblbbblbbbblbbblbbbbb iiiiciiiiiiiiiiiiiiciii ation record. Ceramic
sppececececececececececececcecccceececccecceeceececceececeeececeececiaiaaiaiaiaiaiaaaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaaiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaaaiaiaaalilil sts, in particular, must have relevant experiencce eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee frfrfrfrffrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrffrffrfrfffrfrfrf oooooooomooooooooooooo  this region, including 
knowledge of local ceramic sequences.

4.3 It is the archaeological contractor’s responsibility to ensure that adequate resources 
are available to fulfil the Brief. 

4.4 A detailed risk assessment must be provided for thhthhhhhhhhhhhisisisisisiiisiisissiiiii  particular site.

4.5 No initial survey to detect public utility oor rr rrrrr otototototototototototoototototototootttootootttttheheheheheheheheheeeheheheheeheheheeeeh rrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr services has taken place.  The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaaaaeoeoeoeoeoeoeooeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeooeoeoooooeoeololollolololololololololoooloololololoooololooogigigigigigigigigigggigiggigggggiigiggigg caccacacacacacccacacccccac l l contractor. 

4.6  The Institute of Field Archaeologisssssssstststststsstststststssststsststsststsststtst ’’ ’’ ’’’ ’’’’’’’’’’ StStStStStStStStStStStStStStStStSStSStSStttttttanananananananananananaaaanaaaananaaaanaaaaaa dard and Guidance for archaeological field 
evaluation (revised 2001) shhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhououoouououououooouououoououoouououoououououoouoouuuuuldldldldldddlddddddddldddddd bbbbb b bbbbbbbbb bbbb b bbb ee e ee e e e eee eeeee ee eeeeee uusususuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ed for additional guidance in the execution of 
the project and in drawing uuuuuuuuuuuup p p pp p p p p p p p p p pp ppp p p pp p pppp pppppp ththththththththththhththththhthththhthhhhhhthhhhthhththhhhe e ee ee e ee eeeeeeeeeeeeee eeee rrrerererererererreeereerrerreerr port.

5. Report Requirements 

5.1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principles of 
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (particularly 
Appendix 3.1 and Appenee dix 4.1). 

5.2 The report should rererererereeererererererererererrreereeereflflflflflflfflflflfflfffffffflf ececececececcecececececececececcecceccceeceecce tttt tttttttttttt tttthththtthe aims of the WSI. 

5.3 The objecttivvvivvvvvvvvvvvvvivveeeeee e e e eeee ee e ee eeeeee acacacacacacacacacacacacaccaccaccccaccacacacccccacccocococococococococococccococcoccccccccc unt of the archaeological evidence must be ccccccccccccccccccccleleeleleleeleleleleellleeelleelleeeearararararararararararararaaaraararararrrlylylyylylylylylylylylyylylylylylyyllylyyy d dddddddddddddisi tinguished 
from its aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrrcrcrcrrrrrchahahahahahahahahahahahahahhahahaahahhaaaaaaaaaeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee lllllollllll gical interpretation. 

5.4 AnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnnAnAnAnnnnAnnAnnAnnAnnn o oo o o o o oo o o o oooo ooooooooooooooooooopipipippipipipipipippippipipiippppp nininiiiinininiinnininnnnnnnnn ooooooonoonooo  as to the necessity for further evaluation annnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnd d d dd d d d dd d d dddddd ddddddddd d ititititititititititititittittitititttititttitittitititititttsssss sss ssss sss ss ssssssssssss scscscsccscscscscscsssssscscsscssss opo e may be given.  No 
fufufufufufufufufuufufufufufufufufufuufuuufuufufufufufufuurtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrrtrttthhehehehehehehehehehehehhehehehehehehehehhehehehheheheheheheheheehehehhehehheer rrrr rrr r rrrrr rrrrrrr site work should be embarked upon until the eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee prprprprprprprprprprprprprrprprrprprprprprprrrprrpprrprrprprrrrpp imimimimimimimmimimimimimimimmimimimiimimimimimimimimimimimmimimiimmmmmimmmaaraaaaaaaa y fieldwork results are
assssseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseseseeseseseseseeeeeeseeeesesseessssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ed and the need for further work is established. 

5.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must
include non-technical summaries. 

5.6 The Report must include a discussion and an n nnnnnnn asasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasaaassssesesesesssesssssssessssesesssesesssss ssment of the archaeological 
evidence, including an assessment of palaeaeeeeoeoeeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeooo nvnvnvnvnvnvnnnvnvnvnvnnvnnnnnnnvnvnnvnvvvviriririririririririririririrrirrrirriririririi onoooooooonoonooonoooooo mental remains recovered from 
palaeosols and cut features. Its conclusioooooooooooooooonsnsnsnsnsnsnsnssnsnsnsnnsnsnsnsnsnnns m m mm m m m m m m mm m mmmmmmmmmmmmusuuuuuusuuuuuuuuuuu t t include a clear statement of the 
archaeological potential of the site, and dd d d d  d d d  ddddd ththththththththhththththhththhthhhhhthttht eeeeee e eeeeeee eeeeee sissisisisisisisisisisiisissisisissssisss ggggggngggggngggg ificance of that potential in the context 
of the Regional Research Framewowoorkrkrkrkrkrkkkrkkrkrkrkrkkkrkkrkrkkkkrkkrr ( ( ( ( (( ( ( ( ( (( ( ( (( ( ( ((((EaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEEaEaEaEaaaEaaaaEaaaaEaaststssstsssttstststststssssssss  Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 
3 & 8, 1997 and 2000). 

5.7 The results of the surveys sssshohohohoohohohohohohohhohohohohohohohohohooohohohohoooohoohohhooooooooulululululululululullululululululululululuululluuluuuuluuuuldd dd ddddddddd d ddddddddddddddddddddddddd be related to the relevant known archaeological 
information held in the County HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHiiiisisisiiiisiisiisiisi ttttottttttttt ric Environment Record (HER).
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5.8 A copy of the Specification should be included as an appendix to the report.  

5.9 The project manager must consult the County HER Officer (Dr Colin Pendleton) to 
obtain an HER number for the work. This number will be unique for each project or 
site and must be clearly marked on any documentation relating to the work. 

5.10 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of 
Conservators Guidelines.

5.11 The project manager should consult the SCC Archive Guidelines 2008 and also the 
County HER Officer regarding the requirements for the deposition of the archive 
(conservation, ordering, organisation, labelling, marking and storage) of excavated 
material and the archive. 

5.12 The WSI should state proposals for the deposition of the digital archive relating to this 
project with the Archaeology Data Service (ADS), and allowance should be made for 
costs incurred to ensure the proper deposition 
(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/policy.html).

5.13 Every effort must be made to get the agreement of the landowner/developer to the 
deposition of the finds with the County HER or a museum in Suffolk which satisfies 
Museum and Galleries Commission requirements, as an indissoluble part of the full 
site archive.  If this is not achievable for all or parts of the finds archive then provision 
must be made for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as 
appropriate.  If the County HER is the repository for finds there will be a charge made 
for storage, and it is presumed that this will also be true for storage of the archive in a 
museum.

5.14 The site archive is to be deposited with the County HER within three months of the 
completion of fieldwork.  It will then become publicly accessible. 

5.15 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or 
excavation) a summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the 
annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for 
Archaeology, must be prepared. It should be included in the project report, or 
submitted to SCCAS/CT, by the end of the calendar year in which the evaluation work 
takes place, whichever is the sooner. 

5.16 County HER sheets must be completed, as per the County HER manual, for all sites 
where archaeological finds and/or features are located. 

5.17 Where appropriate, a digital vector trench plan should be included with the report, 
which must be compatible with MapInfo GIS software, for integration in the County 
HER.  AutoCAD files should be also exported and saved into a format that can be can 
be imported into MapInfo (for example, as a Drawing Interchange File or .dxf) or 
already transferred to .TAB files. 

5.18 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ must be initiated and key fields completed 
on Details, Location and Creators forms. 

5.19 All parts of the OASIS online form must be completed for submission to the County 
HER. This should include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy 
should also be included with the archive). 

5.9 The project manager mumumumumummmummumumumummumumumumumumummmmmmmm sts  consult the County HER Officer (Dr Colin Pendndndddddddddddnddddddddddddleleleleleleleleleleeleleelelelelleleleeleelleeetottototooon) to 
obtain an HER nuumbmbmbmbmbbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmmmbmmbmbmbmbmbbmbmbmmmm erererererererererererererererrrrerererrrrrere  ff f ff ff f ff fffffff fffffoooooooorooooo  the work. This number will be unique for eaaaaaaaaachchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchhccccchhhh p p pp pp p p p p pppppppppppppppppprorrorororrororororororororoorrorrorrroororojejejejjejejjejjjjeect or 
site and must beebeebeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee c c ccc cc c c cc c ccccccccccleleeeeeleeleeeeeeeeeeeararararararaarararararararrarararrararaaraarrrra lyllllylylylylylllylll  marked on any documentation relating to thee wwwwwwwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwworororororororororooororororororororoooooooo k.k.k.k.k.k.k.kk.kk.k.kkkk.k.k.k   

5.10 Finds mmussusususususususususussssussusususususuususstt t t tt t t tt tt t t t tttttt bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebbebebbebebeebebebee aaa a a a aaa aaa aaaaaa a  apppppppppppp ropriately conserved and stored in accordancncncncnccncncncccncncncncncccncncncnccncncccnccce e e ee e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee wwiwiwiwiwwiwiwiwiwiwiwwiwwiwiiwiwiwiwiwwwwithththththththththththththththththhttttt  UKU  Institute of 
Coonsnsnsnssnsnssnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnsssnsnnnnnnnsssn erererrrrrrererrerrererrrrrrrrerervavavavavavvavavavavavavavaavavavavvatototototototototototototototototoooootototot rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrrsrrsrssrsrrsrr  GGuidelines.

5.11 TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThehehehehehehehehehehehehehheehehehehehehehehehehehehhhehehhehehehhhhheheheehhe p p p p p p p p p p p  p p pp p p ppp p p p pp pppp ppp pp ppprororororrorororororoororrorororororrorrrrororoject manager should consult the SCC Archive e GuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGuGGuGuGuGuGuGGuididididddididididididididididididddididididddiddddididddddddeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ines 2008 and also the 
Coooooooooooooooooounununununununununununununnunununununununununununununuuununununnununununnntytytytytytytytytytyttytyyytytytytytyttyttytytttttttytytytytyttyttyytt  HER Officer regarding the requirements for thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ddddddddddeddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd position of the archive 
(conservation, ordering, organisation, labelling, marking and storage) of excavated
material and the archive.

5.12 The WSI should state proposals for the deposition of the digital archive relating to this 
project with the Archaeology Data Service (ADS), and allowance should be made for 
costs incurred to ensure tttttthe proper deposition
(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/policy.html).

5.13 Every effort must be made to get the agagagagagagggggggaggggaggaggagggrererererererererererererereererrererrreereeeeeememememememememememememememeemeememmmemememmmmee eneeeeeeeeneeeee t t of the landowner/developer to the 
deposition of the finds with the Counntytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytyytyttttyttyyy H HH HHHH HHHH H H HHHH HHHHHHHHERERERERREREREREREREREREREREREREREREREREREREERREREEERREER or a museum in Suffolk which satisfies
Museum and Galleries Commissiooioooooooooooooon nn n n nnnn n n n nnn nnnnnnnnnnnn rerererererererererererererrererereeququququququququququququqququqqququqqqquqquququqqqqqqq iiiiriiiiiii ements, as an indissoluble part of the full 
site archive.  If this is not achihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihhihhhhihihhhhhh eveveeveveveveveveveveveveeevveevevvvevevevvabababbababababababababababbbabaaababbabbaabaaa leleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleeeeeeee fffffffff f fff f ff fffffff ffffoooooooooroooooooooooooo  all or parts of the finds archive then provision
must be made for additionananananananananananananananananaaaaananaaanananananaaaan ll ll l l ll l lll ll lll l ll rrererererererererererreererererrerrrerereerrerererereereecococococococcococccocococoocoocoocococ drding (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as
appropriate.  If the County HHHHHERERERERERERERERERERRRERREREREREREERERERERERREERERRRRRRRRERERRERERRRERR isisisisisisisisisisisisisisssisissssisissiissssssssssissisisisssssssi   tthe repository for finds there will be a charge made 
for storage, and it is presumed dddd ththththtththththhththththththththththththtthththhhhhththat this will also be true for storage of the archive in a 
museum.

5.14 The site archive is to be deposited with the County HER within three months of the 
completion of fieldwork.  It will then become publicly accessible. 

5.15 Where positive concccccccccccluululuulululululuuuululuuuluuuulul ssisissssisisisssssssissss onoooooooo s are drawn from a project (whether it be evvvalalalalalalalalaalalaalaaaalalalalalalaalaaa uauauuauauauauauauauaauauaauauuuuuuauuauuaatittttttttttttitt on or 
excavation) a summmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaraararararararararaarararrrarrarrarraa y y yyyyyy yy y y yyy yyyyyyyy yy rereport, in the established format, suitable for innclclcllclclclclclclclclclcclcclclcclcccc ususususususususususususususuussssioioioioioioioioioioioioooioiooiooioioionnnnnnn nnnnnn in the 
annual ‘Archaeaeeeeeeeeeeeolololollololololololololoolloolollolollolooloologogogogogogogogogogogogoogogoggogooogyyyy y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy inininiininiiniiii  Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the SSufuffufufufufufufuffufuffufuffuffufufuffufuffofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofffoffffofofofooofofolklklklklklklklklklkklklklkkklkkkklklk IIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIInnnnnnsnnn titute for 
Archaeologgggggggggggggggggggggyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy, , , , , , , ,,, , mumumumumumummumumumumumumumuummumuummmuumumummustststsstsststststststsstsssssss  be prepared. It should be included in theheheheheheeheheheheheeheheheehhehee pp p pp p p p p ppp p p pppppppprororoorororororororoorooooororooroororrr jjejejejejejejejejejejjejejejejeejejej ctct report, or 
submitteteeeeeeeeeeeeeed dd d d d d d d dddd ddddddddddddd tototototototototototototototttoootto S S S SS S SS S SSS S SSSSSSSSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC AS/CT, by the end of the calendar year in whwhhhhhhhhhhhhhicicicicicicciciciciciciciciciiciciccciciccciccicci h hhhhhhhhhhh hhhhhhhhhh ththththththththhhhthththththhththththththhthhtthtthththhheeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee evaluation work 
takekkekekekekekeekeekeekekeekekekeekekekeeekkkkk s ssssssssssssssssssssss plplplplppppplplpplplplplplplpplplppplppppp acacacacacacacacacacacacaacacacacacaccacccccce,e,e,e,ee,ee,ee,ee,e,e,eeee,ee,e,eeee  wwhichever is the sooner. 

5.16 CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCououououououououououuouououuouououuouuuuououuuououuuouuuuuuunntntntntntntntntntntnntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnnntttttttyyyyyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy HER sheets must be completed, as per the Couououououououououououououououoouuouououountntntntnttntntntntntntnttnntntntnntntnttntntntntntnnnttnntnttnntnttty y y y y y y y y y yyy yy y y y y yyyyyyy y y y yyy yyy yyyy HHHEHHHHHHHHHHHHH R manual, for all sites 
whhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhererererererererererererererererererereerererereerrreeree eeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeee archaeological finds and/or features are located.

5.17 Where appropriate, a digital vector trench plan should be included with the report, 
which must be compatible with MapInfo GIS software, for integration in the County
HER.  AutoCAD files should be also exported and saved into a format that can be can
be imported into MapInfo (for example, as a Drawawawawwawawawawawwawawwwwwwwwaawwawwing Interchange File or .dxf) or 
already transferred to .TAB files. 

5.18 At the start of work (immediately before eee e eeee fiffifififififififfififififififiifififffffif eeleleeleleleleleeleleeleleleleeeeeldwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwdwddwdwdwwwdwdwddd orork commences) an OASIS online 
record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasisisisississisisiss s/s/s/s/s/ss///s/s//s//// mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmusususususususususuuususuuuusuuuuuu t t be initiated and key fields completed //////
on Details, Location and Creators fofooformrmrmmrmrmmmmrmrmrmrmmmrmrmrmrmmrmmrmmrms.s.s.s.s.s.s.ss.s.ss.ss.s.sss.  

5.19 All parts of the OASIS onlineeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ff ff fff f ff ff f ffff fffff ffffforoorororororoororooororororooororororororooroororooro mmm mm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm mummm st be completed for submission to the County 
HER. This should include an upuppupupupupupupupupupuppupppuupppupuppupupupuppuppupupppupppuu lolollololololololololololololololololololololoololoololololooooooooadaaaaaaaaaadaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ed .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy 
should also be included with the a aaaaaarchive). 
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is not carried out in full within that time this dddddddddddddddddddddocococococococoococococococococooccococoococooco umumumumumumumumummumumumumumummumuumummmuuuuuuu ent will lapse; the authority should 
be notified and a revised brief and specificiccciccccccccccccccccccccatatatatatatatatatatatattattataataatatattaa ioioioioioioioioiioiooooooooooooon nn n n n nn nn nnnnnnnnnnnnn nn nn nnnn mmammmm y be issued. 

If the work defined by this brief foooofoooooooooooooormrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrrmrmrmrmrmmrmmrmmrmmmmmrmrmrmrmrmrmmr ssssssssssss sssssssssssssssssssssss a part of a programme of archaeological work 
required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the 
Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, who 
have the responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority. 



Appendix 2  Context list 
Context Type Description 
0001 Finds Unstratified finds from machining of Trench 1
0002 Finds Unstratified finds from machining of Trench 2
0003 Finds Unstratified finds from machining of Trench 3
0004 Finds Unstratified finds from machining of Trench 4
0005 Finds Unstratified finds from machining of Trench 5
0006 Deposit Mixed orange brown and light grey clayey sand with CBM mortar and charcoal inclusions. >3.74m x >2.0m x 0.08m thick. Trampled surface

of underlying deposit (0061)
0007 Deposit Mixed orangy brown gravelly sand & mid grey silt sand. Water-lain deposit. >1.8m x >2.0m x 0.10 to 0.14m thick
0008 Timber Driven timber. Halved round-wood roughly pointed. Retained.
0009 Timber Driven timber. Boxed heart wood, roughly done. Pointed at end. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0010 Timber Driven timber. Whole wood, some bark preserved. Pointed at end. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0011 Timber Driven timber. Boxed halved wood. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0012 Timber Driven timber. Boxed halved wood. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0013 Timber Plank. Probably remnant of pad under possible column base. Not lifted
0014 Timber Plank. Probable remnant of pad under possible column base. Not lifted.
0015 Timber Driven timber. Plank-like. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0016 Timber Plank. Possible remnant of ground beam, or portion of (0015). Not lifted.
0017 Timber Driven Timber. Plank-like. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0018 Timber Driven timber. Boxed halved wood. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0019 Timber Driven timber. Plank-like. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings structure.
0020 Timber Driven timber. Quartered wood. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltings foundation (0022).
0021 Timber Driven timber. Boxed half wood. Not lifted. Probable pile for maltingsfoundation (0022).
0022 Masonr

y
Brick foundation forming eastern gable end of probable maltings building. 0.55m wide x >2.0m long x 0.40m deep. Supported on a ground 
beam (0052) and timber piles (0020)(0021).

0023 Masonr
y

Brick and mortar base for Ashlar stone pillar base. 2 blocks forming a truncated pyramid, with wooden post position visible on top. This was 
probably to support a raised floor for the drying of hops. Base measures 0.5m x 0.46m & >2 courses deep.

0024 Deposit Dark grey to black organic sandy silt shell, CBM and bone inclusions.
0025 Deposit Dark pink crushed brick. Modern hardcore across most of the site. 0.26m deep Tr1, 0.32m deep Tr2, 0.2- 0.35m deep Tr3, 0.08m deep Tr 4.
0026 Fill Mid grey sandy silt. Fill of grubbing out trench [0053], for the removal of foundation (0077). 0.78m wide by over 2.0m long by 1.02m thick.
0027 Fill Mottled orangy brown & grey firm sandy clay with some gravel. Fill of possible foundation cut [0028] or oxidized portion of deposit (0040). 

>1.84m long by ? By 0.24m thick.
0028 Cut Shallow concave sides and concave base of hypothetical cut containing (0027). This may be a cut for foundation (0034) or simply an 

interface between oxidized/ non-oxidized parts of (0040).
0029 Deposit Light brown gravelly sandy clay. Slightly different material mixed into the top of deposit (0040). C. 3.3m long by >0.68m by c. 0.30m thick.
0030 Deposit Mixed dark brownish grey silty sand & clay with CBM & plastic inclusions. Modern make-up layer. Trench wide 0.48m thick.

s and concave base of hypothetical cccccututututututututututututtutututtutuuuuuuu  c c ccc ccccccccccccccccccconononononononononononononononononononononnooooo tattttttt ining (0027). This may be a c
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Context list
Context Type Description 
0031 Deposit Mid orangy brown sandy gravel. Probable floor surface replacing chalk floor (0033). C. 18.1m long by over 2m wide by 0.05-0.22m thick. 
0032 Deposit Very dark brown to black compact silt. >4.15m by >2.0m 0.03m thick. Occupation layer over chalk floor (0033). 
0033 Deposit Off white crushed chalk floor. C. 18.1m long by over 2.0m by 0.08-0.12m thick. Floor in maltings building. 
0034 Masonry Shallow brick structure. Possible partition wall in maltings building. > 0.96m long x ? By 0.20m thick. 
0035 Timber Driven timber pile. Probable pile for masonry (0034). Not lifted. 
0036 Timber Driven timber pile. Probable pile for masonry (0034). Not lifted. 
0037 Timber Ground beam timber beneath masonry partition wall remnant (0044). Not lifted, and seen only in section. 
0038 Timber Round wood beneath masonry partition wall remnant (0044). Not lifted and seen only in section. 
0039 Deposit Mixed orangy brown and grey firm clay with gravel and sand inclusions. Possible portion of partiton foundation or oxidized portion of 

underlying deposit (0040). 1.18m long by ? By 0.17m thick. 
0040 Deposit Blue grey sandy clay mottled with black patches. Stone inclusions. Mixed alluvial natural with possible dumped material mixed in. Over 

5.0m long by over 2.0m wide by 0.58-0.72m thick 
0041 Deposit Light brown sandy clay. Lense of lighter material over deposit (0040) or oxidized portion of that underlying deposit. 2.4m long by over 0.9m 

wide by 0.46m thick. 
0042 Deposit Mid grey clay with pebble inclusions. Trench wide by 0.10-0.14m thick. Alluvial deposit. 
0043 Deposit Reddish brown peat. Trench wide by over 0.32m thick. 
0044 Masonry Brick remnant of possible partition wall. 0.34m wide by 0.08m thick. 
0045 Deposit Grey to mid brown sandy gravel with CBM inclusions. Over 1.3m wide by 0.16m thick. Yard surface. 
0046 Masonry Brick surface. 0.28m wide by 0.08m thick. Possible threshold to maltings building. 
0047 Fill Mid brown grey sandy clay & gravel with chalk inclusions. 0.24m wide by 0.18m thick. Fill of possible post-hole [0048] 
0048 Cut Steep concave sides, concave base. 0.24m wide by 0.18m deep. Cut of possible post-hole, only seen in section. 
0049 Deposit Mid brown and orangy grey sandy clay with stone inclusions. Over 1.88m by over 2.0m by 0.30m thick. Mixed alluvial natural with possible 

dumped material mixed in. 
0050 Deposit Mid grey to brownish grey sandy clay. Over 2.0m long by over 2.0m wide by 0.12m thick. Alluvial deposit. 
0051 Deposit Mid brown and grey sandy clay with stone inclusions. Over 1.3m long by over 2.0m wide by 0.56m thick. Mixed alluvial natural with possible 

dumped material mixed in. 
0052 Timber Plank. Foundation beam for brick foundation (0022). 0.30m wide by over 2.0m long by 0.11m thick. Part of foundation for maltings building 

east wall. 
0053 Cut Near vertical sides and stepped base. 0.78m wide by over 1.95m long by 1.02m deep. Robber trench formed when foundation (0077) was 

grubbed out. 
0054 Fill Mixed brown grey sandy clay. Stone, Brick and chalk inclusions. Over 1.95m long by over 0.26m by over 0.55m thick. Backfill of grubbed 

out foundation [0055]. 
0055 Cut Steep convex sides, unseen base. Over 1.95m long by over 0.26m wide by over 0.55m deep. Robber trench formed when a Maltings

building foundation was grubbed out. 
0056 Deposit Mixed mid grey brown silt sand. Over 1.9m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.30m thick. Make-up layer. 

nseen base. Over 1.95m long bbbbbbbbbbby y yyy y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ovovvovovovovovovovovovovovovovvovovovvvvovoooo ererererererererererererrererrereeeeee  0 0 0 0 0 00 000 0000 00 000000000000000.226m wide by over 0.55m deep. Ro
s grubbed out. 

andy claayyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy wiwiwiwwiwiwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww th stone inclusions. Over 1.3m long by y ovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovvovovovovovovovvvvovovovovovvovvoooo ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  2.0m wide by 0.56

dy gravel............l  PPPPPP PPP PPPPPPP  rorororororororororororororoooroororororoooorrr bababababababababaababaaabababaabababababaabaaabb blblblbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb e floor surface replacing chalk flooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooor rrrrrrrrrrrr (0(0(0(0(00(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0(0000((((( 03030303030303030303033303030303030303330303300000 3)3)3)3)33)333333333333333333333333333 . C. 18.1m lon
ack c mmmmmmmmommmmmmmmmmpapapapapapapapapapapapapapapaaaapapapapaapapaapaapaapaaapaapapapapap ctcttctctctctctctctctctctcttctctcttctctccccccccccc ss s ssss ssssssss ssss  ililillilililililililliiii t. >4.15m by >2.0m 0.03m thick. OOccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc upupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupuppupupupupuppupuuuuuuuuuuu atatatatatatatatatatatttatatatatatatatatataaaa ioioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii n layer over cha
k floor. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC.. .. . . .. . ..... 1818181818181818181818181818181811111111111111111111111111 .1m long by over 2.0m by 0.08-0.12m mmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmm ththththhthththththththththththththththththhththhthhhththhthththhhhhttttttttt icciccicicicicicicicicicicicicicicicicicciccciccicciciiiii k. Floor in maltings 

e. Possible partition wall in maltings building. > 0.96m long x ? By 0.20m th
bable pile for masonry (0034). Not lifted.
bable pile for masonry (0034). Not lifted.

beneath masonry partition wall remnant (0044). Not lifted, and seen only in
masonry partition wall remnant (0044). Not lifttftttttttttttttedeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  and seen only in section. 
nd grey firm clay with gravel and sand incllllllusususususususususssususussussususussususuuuu ioioioioioioioiooioioooooioioioioioooii nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnnnnnnn . Possible portion of partit
40). 1.18m long by ? By 0.17m thick. 

mottled with black patches. Stone incncncncncncncncncncncncncnccncccccccccclulululululululululuulululuuluuuulll sisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisssss ononononooooooooooooooooooooooo s. Mixed alluvial natural with po
m wide by 0.58-0.72m thick 
y. Lense of lighter material vvvvovvvvvvvvvovvvvvvvvvvvvovvvverererererererererererererererererererererererererererererereeee  d d d d d dddd ddddddddddddddddddepepepepeeeeeeeeeeeeee osit (0040) or oxidized portion of that u

ble inclusions. Trench wide by 0.10-0.14m thick. Alluvial deposit. 
Trench wide by over 0.32m thick. 
ble partition wall. 0.34m wide by 0.08m thick. 

ndy gravel with CBM inclusions. Over 1.3m wide by 0.16m thick. Yard surfa
wide by 0.08m thick. Poosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ibibiiiiii le threshold to maltings building. 

clay & gravel with chchchhhhhchhhhhhhhhhhhhhc alalalalalalalalalalalalalalaalallalalaaaaaaaa k k kk k k k k k k kkkkkkkkk inininininininininininniniii clc usions. 0.24m wide by 0.18m thiccck.k.k.k.k..k.k.k.k.k.k.kkkkkk  F F F FFFF F FFF FFFFF FFF FFFF FF FFFFilililililililililillilililillililiii lllllll llllllllllllllllll ofofoooooooooo  pos
concave base. 000000000000000...........24242424242424242424242424242442444242424242222 m m m m m m m m m m m m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm wiwwwwwwwww ded  by 0.18m deep. Cut of possible e e e e e e e e e eeeeee popopoopopopopopopopopoopopopooopopopopopopoopopopoooppppp ststststststtststststststststtststststtstststtsts -h-hh-hh-hhhhhhhhhhh-h-- ole, only
grey sandy clclclclclclclclclclclclclllcllclccccc ayayyayayayayayayayayayayayayyyyayayayayayayayaaaaaa ww w w w ww www w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititititititititititititittiiiiii h hh stone inclusions. Over 1.88m byy ooooooooooooooooooooooooooveveveveveveveveveveveveveeveveveveveeveeveveevvvvvvvvvv r r r r r r r r r rr r r rrr rrrrrrrrrr 222.2.2.2.222.2.2.2.222.2222222222222 0m000000000000  by 0.30m

d in.
grey saaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndndnddndndndddddnddndndnnnnnn y y y y y y y y y yy y y y y y y y y y y y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyy clccccccccccccccccc aya . Over 2.0m long by over 2.0m widededededededededededeeedededededededeedededededededeeedeedeeedeeddd bbb b b b bbb bbbb bbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbby y y y y y y y y y y y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy 0.00 12m thick. Alluvia

d in.
am for brick foundation (0022). 0.30m wide by over 2.0m long by 0.11m thi

d stepped base. 0.78m wide by over 1.95m long g g ggggggggggggggggggggggggggg by 1.02m deep. Robber tr

dy clay. Stone, Brick and chalk inclusionsnsssssssssnsssnsssssss. . .. ........... OvvOvOvvvOvOvOvOvvOvOvOvOvOvOvOvOvOvvvvvOvvvOvvvO ereeeeeeeeeeee  1.95m long by over 0.26mr

silt sand. Over 1.9m long by ooooooooooooooooooooooooooveveveveveveveveveeveveeveveveveveveveveeveveveveveveveveveveveveevevevevvvvv r r r r r r r r r r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 1.95m wide by 0.30m thick. Make-up lay





Context list
Context Type Description 
0057 Fill Mixed mid grey sandy silt an ceramic drain. Over 1.4m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.62m thick. Fill of service trench for drain [0058]. 
0058 Cut Steep straight sides and sloping flat base. Over 1.4m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.62m deep. Cut for drain beside wall (0077). 
0059 Deposit Dark brown to black sandy silt. Over 4.8m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.05m . Occupation layer on chalk floor (0060). 
0060 Deposit Off white crushed chalk. Over 5.3m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.20m thick. Crushed chalk floor. 
0061 Deposit Mottled orange brown and mid brown clay. Over 1.86m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.28m thick. Alluvial deposit with possible make-up

component. 
0062 Deposit Dark reddish brown gritty sand. Over 1.2m long by 0.08m thick. Possible surface. 
0063 Deposit Light to mid grey sandy silt and clay. Over 1.2m long by 0.08m thick. Made ground deposit? 
0064 Deposit Mixed orangy brown clay and grey silty sand. Over 1.1m long by 0.09m thick. Mixed alluvial deposit, possible working horizon. 
0065 Deposit Mid to dark grey sandy clay. Over 1.5m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.26m thick. Probable alluvial deposit. 
0066 Fill Mid brown silt sand. 0.48m wide by 0.40m thick. Fill of possible post-hole seen only in section. 
0067 Cut Steep convex sides and concave base. 0.48m wide by 0.40m deep. Cut of possible post-hole seen only in section. 
0068 Fill/deposit Mottled orange brown and light grey clay. 1.12m long by 0.26m thick. Fill of possible feature [0069] seen in section or oxidized portion of 

(0065) exposed to air when foundation and drain went in. 
0069 Cut? Moderate straight sides and sloping base. Over 4.1m long by 0.50m deep. Cut of possible river channel. 
0070 Deposit Dark grey to black organic silty sand. Over 1.55m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.12m thick. Organic alluvial deposit. 
0071 Deposit Light brown sand. Over 1.34m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.14m thick. Alluvial sand deposit. 
0072 Deposit Mixed orangy brown clay and mid grey sandy silt. 1.06m long by 0.07m thick. Alluvial deposit. 
0073 Deposit Laminated Dark brown to black with mottles of reddish brown peat with wooden inclusions. Over 4.6m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.14m

to over 0.26m thick. 
0074 Deposit Mixed mid grey sandy silt and ceramic drain. Over 1.4m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.62m thick. Fill of service trench for drain [0058]. 
0075 Fill Steep striaght sides and sloping flat base. Over 1.4m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.62m deep. Cut for drain beside wall (0077). 
0076 Cut Vertical straight sides and unseen base. 1.3m wide by over 1.95m long by over 0.8m deep. Construction cut for foundation (0077).
0077 Masonry Brick and mortar. 0.94m wide by over 1.95m long by over 0.36m thick. Foundation for maltings building wall. 
0078 Fill Mixed mid brown sand with chalk and CBM. 1.2m wide by 1.28m long. Packing fill around pillar base (0023)
0079 Cut Unexcavated rectangular cut for pillar base (0023) 1.2m wide by 1.28m long.
0080 Deposit Mixed dark grey gravelly sand silt. Trench-wide deposit of unknown depth. Possible make-up deposit.
0081 Deposit Dark brown sandy peat. 0.36m thick.
0082 Fill Mixed dark grey organic silt sand and grey sandy gravel. C. 3.7m long by 2.6m wide by over 1.4m deep.
0083 Cut Rectangular in plan. Vertical sides and unseen base. C. 3.7m long by 2.6m wide by over 1.4m deep. Cut of large modern pit.
0084 Deposit Mid grey gritty sand with pebble and CBM inclusions. Alluvial deposit.
0085 Masonry Concrete surround for water line. Over 4.4m long by 0.56m wide.
0086 Deposit Mid brown gravelly mortar. Over 3.1m long by 1.1m wide. Surround for possible service or bedding for kerb.
0087 Deposit Mixed dark grey sand silt Trench-wide by 0.24m thick. Make up layer.
0088 Deposit Light brown sandy gravel. 0.08m thick Yard surface.
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halk. Over 5.3m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.20m thick. Crushed chalk flo
wn and mid brown clay. Over 1.86m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.28m thic

gritty sand. Over 1.2m long by 0.08m thick. Possible surface. 
ndy silt and clay. Over 1.2m long by 0.08m thiiih ckccccccccccccccccccccccc . Made ground deposit? 
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wn and light grey clay. 1.12m m m mm m m m m  m mmm lolololololololololololololololololoooooloolololooooloooolongngngngngngnggngngngngngngggngngngngngngngngngngnnnnn bbb bbbb bb bbbbbbbb     y 0.26m thick. Fill of possible feature [0
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des and sloping base. Over 4.1m long by 0.50m deep. Cut of possible rive
rganic silty sand. Over 1.55m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.12m thick. Org
ver 1.34m long by over 1.95m wide by 0.14m thick. Alluvial sand deposit. 
 clay and mid grey sandy silt. 1.06m long by 0.07m thick. Alluvial deposit.
wn to black with mottlesessssssssssssssss o ooo ooooooo o oooooooooooooooof f fff reddish brown peat with wooden inclussssssssssssssssssssioioioioioioioioiooiooioioiooiooooiooioooooiii nsnnnnnnnnnnnnn . Ov
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nd with chchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchhchhchhhchchchchchchchchchhhhchc alaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa k and CBM. 1.2m wide by 1.28m long. PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPaPPPPPP cking fill around pilla
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ravel. 0.08m thick Yard surfaceececececeeeececeececeeceeceeceeeeeeceeeeeeecee................





Context list
Context Type Description 
0089 Deposit Mixed dark grey sandy silt. Trench-wide by 0.28m thick. Make up layer.
0090 Deposit Off white crushed chalk floor. Trench wide by 0.15m thick.
0091 Masonry Brick foundations. Maltings building. C. 3.6m long by over 0.5m wide. Foundation and return at right angles.
0092 Fill Dark grey brown organics and sand silt with CBM inclusions. C. 5.5m long by over 1m wide. Fill of modern pit [0093]
0093 Cut Steep sides and unseen base. C. 5.5m long by over 1m wide. Cut of modern pit.
0094 Deposit Mixed dark grey and dark brown organics and sandy silt. Trench wide and over 0.54m thick.
0095 Deposit Mixed orange brown sand and dark grey sand silt with brick rubble inclusions. Trench wide by 0.42m thick. Make-up layer.
0096 Deposit Lt brown mottled with lt grey clay. Trench wide by 0.50m thick. Make up layer.
0097 Deposit Dark grey sandy silt and brick and tile rubble. Trench wide by 0.2m thick. Demolition layer.
0098 Deposit Off white chalk surface. Trench wide by 0.1m thick. Chalk surface, probably exterior.
0099 Deposit Mid brown sandy clay and gravelly sand with CBM inclusions. Trench wide by 0.34m thick. Possible make up layer.
0100 Deposit Orange brown sandy clay. Trench wide by 0.05m thick. Possible natural alluvial deposit.
0101 Deposit Dark grey clay. Trench wide alluvial natural deposit.
0102 Masonry Brick surround for modern feature possibly an inspection pit. C. 4m by over 3.5m by 1.7m deep.
0103 Cut Unseen cut for grubbing out of inspection pit masonry (0102). C. 4m by over 3.5m by 1.7m deep.
0104 Fill Brick rubble and dark grey sandy silt. Demolition rubble fill of possible inspection pit [0103]. 3.5m by over 3.1m by 1.7m deep.
0105 Cut Vertical straight sides and flat base. 0.60m wide by over 1.9m by 0.52m deep. Construction cut for foundation (0022).
0106 Fill Brick rubble and dark grey silty sand. 5.24m wide by over 2.0m wide by c. 0.50m thick.
0107 Cut Moderate to steep straight sides and flat base. 5.24m wide by over 2m long by c. 0.5m deep. Large modern feature.
0108 Fill Orangy brown sandy gravel. Fill of possible service trench.
0109 Fill Orangy brown gravelly sand and clay. >1.78m by over 2.0m by 0.12m to 0.24m thick. Alluvial deposit.
0110 Fill Dark brown organic silt. Over 1.5m by over 2.0m by 0-0.10m thick. Peaty deposit.

dy silt. Trrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrenenennenneneneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee chchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchchhhhhhchhchcccc w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-wwww-w-www-ww-ww-wwwwidididididididididdididiiiii e by 0.28m thick. Make up layer.
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ganics and sand silt with CBM inclusions. C. 5.5m long by over 1m wide. F
seen base. C. 5.5m long by over 1m wide. Cut of modern pit.
d dark brown organics and sandy silt. Trench wide and over 0.54m thick.
n sand and dark grey sand silt with brick rubble inclusions. Trench wide by 
h lt grey clay. Trench wide by 0.50m thick. MaMaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaakekkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk  up layer.
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odern feature possibly an in pspspsppspsppspppsppspsppspsppppppppppsppspsppsppppsppss ececececcecececececececececececececececcecececececececececececececececececcceeeee tit on pit. C. 4m by over 3.5m by 1.7m dee
bing out of inspection pit masonry (0102). C. 4m by over 3.5m by 1.7m dee
k grey sandy silt. Demolition rubble fill of possible inspection pit [0103]. 3.5
s and flat base. 0.60m wide by over 1.9m by 0.52m deep. Construction cu
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Context Period Fabric Form No Weight Height Length Width Mortar Notes Date
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Non-technical summary 

This report describes the assessment of sediment samples recovered during an 
archaeological excavation at Station Rd, Stowmarket. The samples were taken from 
deposits which had formed due to waterlogging adjacent to the River Gipping. The 
samples were assessed for the presence of sub-fossil pollen, plant remains and beetles 
but the preservation and concentration of these was found to be poor. The material 
that was preserved sheds little light on the nature of past environments at the site and 
no further work is thus recommended. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Birmingham Archaeo-Environmental 
(BA-E) was subcontracted by Suffolk 
County Council Archaeological 
Service to undertake recording and 
palaeoenvironmental assessment of 
deposits identified during an 
archaeological evaluation of land at 
Station Road, Stowmarket. Samples 
were recovered from the Trenches and 
cores were also extracted using a 
windowless sampler. This report 
describes the results the assessments of 
sub-samples collected from the site. 

2. METHODS 

2.1 Stratigraphic recording, sampling 
and core recovery 
Five trenches had been excavated 
across the site. Trench 3 contained the 
most promising organic deposits 
although the stratigraphy suggested a 
significant amount of disturbance to 
the natural deposits with a modern 
brick filled cut apparent. The 
undisturbed sequence of deposits was 
recorded as follows:  

� 0-0.50m: Made ground 
� 0.50-0.90m: Grey orange 

mottled clay silt (alluvium) 
� 0.90-1.20m: Orange/yellow 

coarse gravel rich sand 
� 1.20-1.50m: Brown highly 

humified peaty silt 
� 1.50m: Gravels 

Two bulk samples (Sample 1: 1.20-
1.35 and Sample 2: 1.35-1.50m) were 

taken from the basal unit of brown 
highly humified peaty silt. A single 
bulk sample of the alluvium (Sample 
3: 0.50-0.90m) was also collected. In 
addition, a core was taken from 
adjacent to Trench 3 using the 
windowless sampler. The stratigraphy 
of the core was similar to that recorded 
from the Trench section.  

Palaeoenvironmental assessment of deposits from the River Gipping 
floodplain, Stowmarket Relief Road, Suffolk

2.1 Pollen Assessment 
A total of seven subsamples from the 
alluvium and silty peat in the core 
were assessed for pollen. Pollen 
preparation followed standard 
techniques including potassium 
hydroxide (KOH) digestion, 
hydrofluoric acid (HF) treatment and 
acetylation (Moore et al., 1991). For 
assessment, at least 125 total land 
pollen grains (TLP) excluding aquatics 
and spores were counted for each 
sample. However, pollen 
concentrations were very low in most 
of the samples and full counts were not 
possible in these cases. 

2.2 Plant Macrofossil Assessment 
The three samples were processed and 
assessed for waterlogged plant 
macrofossils.  The samples were 
processed using standard methods for 
waterlogged remains as described by 
Kenward et al. (1980). Plant remains 
were extracted by means of a 
‘washover’ to concentrate the lighter, 
organic fraction. The components of 
the fraction were recorded whilst wet. 
The washover and the residue were 
stored wet. 

The processed samples were sorted, 
and material identified, under a low 
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brickkk k kkkk kkkk kkkkk kkkk kkkkkkkk fiffiffififififififififififififfifififiifffffifiifififiifiifiilllllllllllll ed cut apparent. The 
undisturururururururururururrururrrbbbbbebbbebbbbebbbbebebbbbbb d sequence of deposits was 
recorded as follows:  

� 0-0.50m: Made ground 
� 0.50-0.90m: Grey orange 

mottled clay silt (alluvium) 
� 0.90-1.20m: Orange/yellow 

coarse gravel rich sand 
� 1.20-1.50m: Brown highly 

humified peaty silt 
� 1.50m: Gravels 
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3: 0.50-0.90m)))))))))))))))))) wwwwas also collected. In
addition, a core was taken from
adjacent to Trench 3 using the 
windowless sampler. The stratigraphy 
of the core was similar to that recorded 
from theeeee Trench section.  
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were assessed for pollen. Pollen 
preparation followed standard 
techniques including potassium 
hydroxide (KOH) digestion, 
hydrofluoric acid (HF) treatment and 
acetylation (Moore et al., 1991). For 
assessment, at least 125 total land 
pollen grains (TLP) excluding aquatics 
and spores were counted for each 
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macrofossils.  The samples were 
processed using standard methods for 
waterlogged remains as described by
Kenward et al. (1980). Plant remains 
were extxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx racted by means of a 
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ThThThThThThThThTThThThThThhhhhe washover and the residue were
stored wet.

The processed samples were sorted, 
and material identified, under a low 
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power binocular microscope at 
magnifications of x10 and x40.  

Macrofossil identification was aided 
by the use of a modern comparative 
collection and by using various seed 
identification manuals (Anderberg, 
1994; Beijerinck, 1947 and Berggren, 
1969 & 1981 and Cappers et al., 
2006).  The nomenclature and habitat 
information for this report follows 
Stace (1997). 

2.3 Beetle Assessment 
The three samples described above 
were also assessed for Coleoptera 
(beetle) remains. The insect remains 
were sorted from the paraffin flot as 
described above and the sclerites 
identified under a low power binocular 
microscope at x10 magnification. The 
system for “scanning” faunas as 
outlined by Kenward et al. (1985) was 
followed in this assessment. The 
taxonomy follows Lucht (1987).  This 
assessment was carried out to answer 
four main questions: 

1. Are any insect remains of 
interpretative value preserved? 

2. Do any of the insects present 
suggest the nature of the 
environment in the area around 
the palaeochannel at the time of 
deposit formation? 

3. What were the flow regimes 
and water conditions within the 
palaeochannel? 

4. Do any of the insects indicate 
the nature of human activity at 
and around the site? 

3. RESULTS  

3.1 Pollen Results 
Pollen concentration and preservation 
was very poor for all seven samples. 
Only one sample (1.05m) yielded 
sufficient pollen for an assessment 
level count. This sample was 
dominated by Alnus glutinosa (alder), 
with a few other tree species including 
Quercus (oak), Corylus (hazel) and 
Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine) recorded.  

3.2 Plant Macrofossil Results 

All three sub-samples contained 
organic remains including twigs, wood 
and other detritus but only Sample 3 
contained any identifiable material.  
These remains included: Rubus
fructicosus agg. (bramble), Sambus 
nigra (elder), Rumex sp. (dock), 
Prunus domestica (wild plum) and 
Carex sp.(sedges).

3.3 Beetle Results 

The insect taxa recovered from the 
flots are listed in Table 1.   The 
taxonomy used for the Coleoptera 
(beetles) follows that of Lucht (1987).
Unfortunately the insect remains from 
these samples were eroded and the 
faunas recovered contain very few 
individuals. As such they have little to 
contribute to the interpretation of 
either these features or the site in 
general.

4. DISCUSSION 

The plant macrofossil sub-sample from 
the alluvial deposit (Sample 3) reflects 
a disturbed ground or hedgerow 
environment.  However, as the plant 
remains were present in such low 
quantities and because there was a 
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faunas recovvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvverererererererererrerererererererererererrrrrrerrededededededededeedededededededededededededeeeeeededdedd contain very few 
individuals. As such they have little to
contribute to the interpretation of 
either these features or the site in 
general.

44444444...........  DDDDDDDDDDDDDIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCCCCUSSION 

ThThThThTThhThThhThThThTT e plant macrofossil sub-sample from 
the alluvial deposit (Sample 3) reflects 
a disturbed ground or hedgerow 
environment.  However, as the plant 
remains were present in such low
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fairly narrow range of species present, 
little useful further comment may be 
made. The absence of beetles further 
inhibits interpretation of the deposits in 
Trench 3. The single pollen sample 
which produced any data indicates that 
the peat unit was probably 
accumulating within an alder 
dominated fen carr environment. There 
is no evidence in this sample for any 
human presence or activity.  

The relatively shallow depth of 
deposits and low palaeoenvironmental 
potential at this site can be contrasted 
with recent work on deposits also 
associated with the River Gipping 
floodplain some 200m to the south-
east of the Station Rd. At this location, 
a sequence of peats some 4.5m deep 
were recovered (Hill 2008). Pollen 
preservation was also poor in these 
sediments but plant macrofossil and 
beetles were well preserved.

This illustrates both the significant 
variation in sediment depth that can be 
anticipated on floodplain contexts and 
also demonstrates that sites must 
always be assessed on their own 
merits; the quality of preservation of 
environmental remains at one location 
may not necessarily be a reliable 
indication of preservation conditions at 
an adjacent site. The poor preservation 
at Station Road may result from 
conditions at the time of sediment 
deposition, post-depositional factors or 
a combination of the two.  

5. CONCLUSIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is clear that the general sequence of 
deposits in Trench 3 represents a 
‘typical’ floodplain accumulation with 
peat deposition within a fen carr 
environment followed by channel 
migration and the burial of this unit 

beneath alluvium. Subsequent human 
activity on the site seems to have 
truncated and disturbed these 
sediments. This assessment has 
indicated that the deposits at Station 
Road can be regarded as of low 
palaeoenvironmental potential and no 
further work is recommended at this 
time.  

6. ARCHIVE 

The borehole samples, subsamples and 
all electronic and paper records 
pertaining to the work at this site are 
held at B A-E. These samples will be 
retained until further notice. 
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Sample No. Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 3 

COLEOPTERA 
Hydrophilidae 
Megasternum boletophagum (Marsh.) - - 1

Staphylinidae 
Olophorum spp. - 1 -

Cryptophagidae 
Atomaria spp. - 1 -

Cuculionidae 
Sitona spp. 1
Thyrogenes spp 1 - -

Table 1: Results of the beetle assessment 

Sample No. Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 3 

COLEOPTEEEEEEEEEEERARARARARARARARARARAARARAARRRRR  
Hydrophiiiiiiiiililiililililililililililililillliiidadaddadadaddadadddaae eeeeeeeeeeee
Megastsststtsstststtsssttttss erereerererereereeeererree nununununununununuuuuuuum m m mmmm mmmmmmmmm bbobbbb letophagum (Marsh.) - - 1

StStStSttStStStStStStStSSStSSSSttapapapapapapapapppppappphyhhyhyhyhyhyhyhyhyhyhhyhhyhyyh linidae
OlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOOOOOOlopopopopopopopopopophorum spp. - 11111111111 -

Cryptophagidae 
Atomaria spp. - 1 -

Cuculionidae 
Sitona spp. 1
Thyrogenes spp 1 - -

Table 1: Results of the beetle assssssssssssseseeeeeeeeeee sment 


