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An archaeological monitoring was carried out on land at Priory Park, Nacton (TM 1891 

4068); NAC 105.

Monitored topsoil stripping and excavation of features was carried out at the above site 

between 11th February and 25th June 2009 during development of the site.  The 

development involves the construction of holiday lodges and associated roads and 

services.

A number of features of archaeological interest were recorded during the work.  These 

included a scattering of pits, many of which were un-dated, as well as some dating to 

the Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age.  A line of post-holes also of Late Neolithic to 

Early Bronze Age date was revealed.  Boundary ditches, some undated, and one dating 

to the Early Iron Age were also recorded.  An assemblage of finds mainly consisting of 

prehistoric pottery and flint was collected during the archaeological work. 
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Figure 13.  Prehistoric pottery, shown at 1:2

P1
P2

P3 P4

P5 P6

Catalogue of Illustrated sherds  
P1 Later Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age Beaker, fabric G1, pit/posthole 0121 (0120) 
P2 Later Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age Beaker, fabric Q3, pit/posthole 0121 (0120) 
P3 Later Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age Beaker, fabric G5, pit 0148 (0147) 
P4 Later Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age Beaker, fabric G6, pit 0148 (0147) 
P5 Later Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age Beaker, fabric F4, pit 0148 (0149) 
P6 Earlier Iron Age long-necked bowl fabric F6, ditch 0125 (0130 
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0 2.50 5cm

Scale 1:1

0 2.50 5cm

Scale 1:1

Figure 15.  Thumbnail scrapers from pit 0148

Figure 14.  Barbed and tanged arrowhead from post-hole 0121
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1. ��! /��,"2

1.1 Planning permission to install holiday caravans and lodges on this site has 
been granted conditional upon an acceptable programme of archaeological 
work being carried out (application C/04/2345). A further revised application is 
pending. Assessment of the available archaeological evidence indicates that 
the area affected by development can be adequately recorded by 
archaeological monitoring of development as it occurs, coupled with provision 
for an archaeological record of any archaeology that is observed. 

1.2 There are two development areas at Priory Park, area A (holiday lodges) 
centred at TM 1940 4019 and Area B (holiday caravans) centred at TM 1891 
4068. Priory Park lies on the north side of the Orwell estuary. Area A lies on 
the east side of a small stream draining into the Orwell and the area rises to 
15m OD to the north-east. Although no archaeology is recorded in the 
immediate vicinity the location has a high potential for early activity – 
comparable to areas of finds alongside the Orwell at IPS 008, 181, NAC 003, 
016. The ground in this area is described as heavier/siltier than Area B, 
perhaps due to colluvial or alluvial accumulation in the minor valley. Until 
recently it has been used as a caravan site. Area B is on the high ground 
overlooking the Orwell at 35m OD. Various findspots on and adjacent to this 
area suggest later Iron Age and Roman activity in the immediate vicinity (NAC 
026, 031, 027). The location, on a south-facing spur (extending into Bridge 
Wood to the south-west), is comparable to other later prehistoric sites in this 
part of the county.  This area has been under arable cultivation and is on a 
sandy soil. 

 Between the two areas lies the site of the medieval Alnesbourne Priory (NAC 
001). There is also a possibility that an early settlement and church at 
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Hallowtree were in this area. Area A may well have been on the route from 
these late saxon and medieval sites for access to the estuary shoreline. 

 There is thus considerable potential for earlier activity at both of the 
development areas, with the potential for better preservation under hillwash in 
Area A. 

1.3 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of 
Field Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the 
total execution of the project. A Project Design or Written Scheme of 
Investigation (PD/WSI) based upon this brief and the accompanying outline 
specification of minimum requirements, is an essential requirement. This must 
be submitted by the developers, or their agent, to the Conservation Team of 
the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (Shire Hall, Bury St 
Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 01284 352443) for approval. The work 
must not commence until this office has approved both the archaeological 
contractor as suitable to undertake the work, and the PD/WSI as satisfactory. 
The PD/WSI will provide the basis for measurable standards and will be used 
to establish whether the requirements of the planning condition will be 
adequately met.

1.4 Detailed standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are to be 
found in “Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England” Occasional 
Papers 14, East Anglian Archaeology, 2003. 

1.5 Before any archaeological site work can commence it is the responsibility of 
the developer to provide the archaeological contractor with either the 
contaminated land report for the site or a written statement that there is no 
contamination. . The developer should be aware that investigative sampling to 
test for contamination is likely to have an impact on any archaeological deposit 
which exists; proposals for sampling should be discussed with this office 
before execution. 

2. ����-�-�����!3���.�/�!�.���"�����"/

2.1 To provide a record of archaeological deposits which are damaged or 
removed by any development, including services and landscaping, permitted 
by the current planning consent. 

2.2 The main academic objective will centre upon the potential of this 
development to produce evidence for earlier occupation of the sites during the 
prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods. 

2.3 The significant archaeologically damaging activities in this proposal are likely 
to be the provision of services by trenches to the lodges/caravans in each 
area. Soil stripping for access roads is to be to a depth no greater than 9 
inches (220mm) and is thus unlikely to impact on archaeological features 
below ploughsoil. Preparation work in Area A will involve removal of the 
existing service road which might involve a slightly greater level of 
disturbance.
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In the case of trenches the excavation and the upcast soil, are to be observed 
by an archaeologist whilst they are�excavated (initially in stages as agreed by 
the building contractor). Adequate time is to be allowed for the recording of 
archaeological deposits and of soil sections during and following excavation 
(see 4.3). 

3. ����"/�(�"�+�-�����"�����"/

3.1 To carry out the monitoring work the developer will appoint an archaeologist 
(the archaeological contractor) who must be approved by the Conservation 
Team of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service (SCCAS) - see 1.3 
above.

3.2 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of SCCAS 
five working days notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in 
order that the work of the archaeological contractor may be monitored. The 
method and form of development will also be monitored to ensure that it 
conforms to previously agreed locations and techniques upon which this brief 
is based. 

3.3 Allowance must be made to cover archaeological costs incurred in monitoring 
the development works by the contract archaeologist.  The size of the 
contingency should be estimated by the approved archaeological contractor, 
based upon the outline works in paragraphs 2.3 and 4.3 of the Brief and 
Specification and the building contractor’s programme of works and time-table. 

3.4 If unexpected remains are encountered the Conservation Team of SCCAS 
must be informed immediately. Amendments to this specification may be 
made to ensure adequate provision for archaeological recording. 

4. �4�!�-�!����"

4.1 The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to both the County 
Council Conservation Team archaeologist and the contracted ‘observing 
archaeologist’ to allow archaeological observation of building and engineering 
operations which disturb the ground. 

4.2 Opportunity must be given to the ‘observing archaeologist’ to hand excavate 
any discrete archaeological features which appear during earth moving 
operations, retrieve finds and make measured records as necessary. 

4.3 For Area B (phase 1 of the planned development) the developer has agreed 
that the excavation of the first service trenches (probably sewerage) will be 
done in two stages, initially to the base of ploughsoil/top of subsoil, so that 
features can be recorded (including excavation as appropriate) before 
destruction and pipe-laying. In areas where archaeological features are 
identified a similar process will apply to all service trenches. In Area A (phase 
2 of development) the existing road removal will be monitored for impact on 
subsoil deposits; subsequently a similar programme of monitoring at subsoil 
level in service trenches will apply. 
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4.4 All archaeological features exposed must be planned at a minimum scale of 
1:50 on a plan showing the proposed layout of the development. 

4.5 All contexts must be numbered and finds recorded by context. The excavation 
methodology, data recording methods and conventions used must be 
consistent with, and approved by, the County Historic Environment Record. 

4.6 Archaeological contexts should, where possible, be sampled for 
palaeoenvironmental remains. Best practice should allow for sampling of 
interpretable and datable archaeological deposits and provision should be 
made for this.  Advice on the appropriateness of the proposed strategies will 
be sought from J Heathcote, English Heritage Regional Adviser for 
Archaeological Science (East of England).  A guide to sampling archaeological 
deposits (Murphy, P L and Wiltshire, P E J, 1994, A guide to sampling 
archaeological deposits for environmental analysis) is available for viewing 
from SCCAS. 

4.7 Developers should be aware of the possibility of human burials being found. If 
this eventuality occurs they must comply with the provisions of Section 25 of 
the Burial Act 1857; and the .archaeologist should be informed by ‘Guidance 
for best practice for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian 
burial grounds in England’ (English Heritage & the Church of England 2005) 
which includes sensible baseline standards which are likely to apply whatever 
the location, age or denomination of a burial. 

5. ��4������H,���(�"�+

5.1 An archive of all records and finds is to be prepared consistent with the 
principles of Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2), particularly 
Appendix 3.This must be deposited with the County Historic Environment 
Record within 3 months of the completion of work.  It will then become publicly 
accessible.

5.2 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK
Institute of Conservators Guidelines.  The finds, as an indissoluble part of the 
site archive, should be deposited with the County HER if the landowner can be 
persuaded to agree to this.  If this is not possible for all or any part of the finds 
archive, then provision must be made for additional recording (e.g. 
photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate. 

5.3 A report on the fieldwork and archive, consistent with the principles of MAP2,
particularly Appendix 4, must be provided.  The report must summarise the 
methodology employed, the stratigraphic sequence, and give a period by 
period description of the contexts recorded, and an inventory of finds.  The 
objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished 
from its interpretation. The Report must include a discussion and an 
assessment of the archaeological evidence, including palaeoenvironmental 
remains recovered from palaeosols and cut features.  Its conclusions must 
include a clear statement of the archaeological value of the results, and their 
significance in the context of the Regional Research Framework (East Anglian 
Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and 2000). 
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5.4 A summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the 
annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk 
Institute of Archaeology, must be prepared and included in the project report. 

5.5 County Historic Environment Record sheets must be completed, as per the 
county manual, for all sites where archaeological finds and/or features are 
located.

5.6 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS 
online record  http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/   must be initiated and key 
fields completed on Details, Location and Creators forms. 

5.7  All parts of the OASIS online form must be completed for submission to the 
SMR. This should include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a 
paper copy should also be included with the archive). 

Specification by: Judith Plouviez

Date:17th October 2008 Reference: Priory Park Spec Mon (JP) Oct 2008.doc
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0105 1 1
0107 1 7
0109 1 1
0116 2 18 B flint 8 -271g 
0118 2 29
0120 19 112 146 1030 1 8 LNEBA
0122 8 40 2 48 LNEBA
0124 5 7 3 28 EIA
0126 22 70 EIA
0129 7 71 EIA
0130 1 24 EIA
0133 1 1
0135 1 1
0137 Fired clay 1-28G 
0143 1 7 12 141 LNEBA
0145 2 4 3 26 1 32 Fired clay 1-2g LNEBA
0147 76 496 Charcoal 2-3g LNEBA
0149 38 172 49 183 Fired clay 1-11g LNEBA
0150 1 7
0154 1 20
0158 1 3
0160 9 198
0161 2 13
0163 5 36
0165 3 38 8 79 15 252 Pmed
0166 1 12 2 53
0167 5 16 7 99 2 31 Med, LNEBA 
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0120 F4 D 3 7 Beaker Fingertip impressed. V abraded LNEBA

F4 B 1 26 Beaker Fingertip impressed pairs LNEBA
F4 B 2 29 Beaker Fingertip impressed LNEBA
G1 R 1 2 Beaker Simple, fingernail impressed filled bands LNEBA
G1 R 2 28 Beaker Simple rim, Single fingertip impressed all 

over. V abraded 
LNEBA

G2 D 1 1 Beaker Comb impressed lattice dec LNEBA
Q3 D 7 13 Beaker Fingertip impressed.V abraded LNEBA
Q3 D 1 4 Beaker Sea shell impressed ? Filled bands LNEBA
Q3 D 1 2 Beaker Incised LNEBA

0122 G5 b 8 40 Beaker Fingertip impressed LNEBA

0124 F6 U 5 7 Abraded  EIA

0126 F6 U 22 70 bowl Angular shouldered bowl Smoothed surf. 
Abraded 

EIA

0129 F6 U 7 71 Smoothed surf. EIA

0130 F6 R 1 24 bowl \Long-necked bowl. Simple flat rim. 
Smoothed surf. Abraded 

EIA

0143 F4 D 1 7 Beaker Impressed filled bands. Abraded LNEBA

0145 G1 D 1 3 Beaker Fingernail impressed filled bands LNEBA
Q3 D 1 1 Beaker Fingertip impressed pairs LNEBA

0147 F4 U 1 2 Beaker Burnt. Abraded LNEBA
F4 B 1 62 Beaker Simple base (120mm 90%) some burnt LNEBA
F4 D 24 181 Beaker   LNEBA
F4 D 2 5 Beaker Comb impressed filled lozenges LNEBA
G5 R 2 29 Beaker Simple rim, Single fingertip impressed all 

over
LNEBA

G5 D 5 16 Beaker Fingertip impressed pairs LNEBA
G5 D 7 34 Beaker Fingernail impressed single LNEBA
G5 D 20 68 Beaker Single fingertip impressed all over LNEBA
G5 R 4 21 Beaker Simple rim, Single fingertip impressed all 

over. V abraded 
LNEBA

G5 B 2 11 Beaker Simple base LNEBA
G6 R 2 42 Beaker Simple rim, fingertip impressed horiz cable LNEBA
G6 B 1 5 Beaker Angle does not survive LNEBA
G6 D 3 6 Beaker Fingertip impressed. V abraded  LNEBA
G7 R 1 5 Beaker Simple rim burnt, fingertip impressed 

paired 
LNEBA

Q5 U 1 9 Iron Age 

0149 F4 D 1 2 Beaker Comb impressed filled panels LNEBA
F4 B 1 14 Beaker Impressed circlesfilled panels LNEBA
F4 D 8 35 Beaker Single fingertip impressed all over LNEBA
G6 D 1 2 Beaker Single fingertip impressed all over LNEBA
G6 D 16 56 Beaker Single fingertip impressed all over LNEBA
G6 D 2 14 Beaker Paired fingertip impressed all over, burnt LNEBA
G6 D 2 31 Beaker Paired fingertip impressed all over LNEBA
G7 D 5 7 Beaker Single fingertip impressed LNEBA
G7 B 1 10 Beaker Angle does not survive LNEBA
Q1 R 1 1 Beaker Rounded rim LNEBA

0165 LPME b/s 3 38 18-20th C 
0167 F4 B 1 7 Beaker   LNEBA

G5 B 1 3 Beaker   LNEBA
MCW b/s 3 6 Abraded bodysherds Med
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0105 blade-like flake 1 1 Small thin, slight edge damage 
0107 flake 1 1 1 1 Small thick cortical, irreg vent face - almost all cort incl 

prox/plat. Some edge damage 
0109 bladelet 1 1 Tiny, one tip missing 
0116 flake 1 Tiny 

retouched flake 1 1 1 Irreg hard hammer struck (hh) w slight quite crude 
retouch 1 edge. Sl edge damage 

0118 shatter 2 1 1 1 pointed frag and one chunky poss burnt - both may 
be natural. 1 burnt 

0120 multi platform flake core 1 1 Irreg w pat cort and minimal use 
multi platform flake core 1 1 1 V irreg qu small, prob farctured due to flawed flint? 
single platform flake core 1 1 1 V small w battered pat cort one side and struck from 

one side 
core fragment 1 1 Quite small cortical frag 
tested piece 2 1 1 1 small cortical frag struck on one side, 1 thinner frag 

w pat cort - fls from one side 
struck fragment 3 1 1 Small irreg frags struck - may be frags from cores 
shatter 11 Various
shatter 12 11 3 irreg and jagged, various patina and cort 
flake 59 47 40 15 Irreg hh, 2 primary, mostly quite squat & some thick, 

some slightly jagged, quite sharp,a few pat 
cort/surfaces, some pieces are of similar raw material? 
2 burnt 

flake 28 24 12 7 irreg, quite sharp,several w similar lumpy cream cort 
and some pre pat areas, several medium tert fls qu 
nice,  3 hinge fractured. good smallooth flint, slighlty 
mottled dark grey 

blade-like flake 1 1 1 Cortical, qu small, quite sharp 
blade-like flake 2 2 IIreg, jagged, sharp quite small 
bladelet 1 Tiny, prox part w abraded platform. Some edge 

damage 
spall 6
spall 6
scraper 3 2 3 1 thick w irreg thick cort and slight ret scr like dist 

edge, 1 - small squat ovate hh, cortical  w neat ret dist 
part, 1- broken , has neatly ret v slightly convex edge 

denticulate 1 1 1 Quite thick cortical fl w coarse ret at dist/left edge to 
form 3 or 4 small protruding points 

end scraper 1 1 1 Small irreg fl, tho long ovate in shape, qu thick, w pre 
pat dorsal faces and neat ret around one end 

barbed and tanged 
arrowhead 

1 1 Green Low type (Green 1984), bifacially ret, one barb 
missing but other barb longer than tang and slightly 
curves in, also a v slight curve in to tip giving a v gentle 
S profile to surviving edge, tang rounded end, v slightly 
patinated (SF 1001) 

arrowhead 1 Medial fragment of prob arrowhead or other point, ret 
at both sides, dist tip and base both missing, type 
uncertain, slightly burnt(SF 1001) 

retouched flake 1 1 Small frag w nealty ret edge - part of tool - ?scr 
retouched fragment 1 1 Irreg therm frag, triang in shape, w cort along long 

thickest side, one other edge has irreg ret 
utilised flake 2 2 1 1 1 - blade-like, 1 pat white and poss shatter, both have 

v slight poss ut, the latter poss as piercer type, both 
could be accidental damage 

0122 shatter 1 1 V irreg jagged, sharp w some pre pat white 
flake 1 1 Squat hard hammer struck (hh), sharp 

0124 flake 3 3 3 Irreg, 2 have thick cort - 2 pre pat areas cor. Slight 
edge damage. 

0133 flake 1 1 Small frag. Quite sharp 
0135 spall 1
0143 shatter 6 6 2 Irreg jagged,quite sharp.  2 pat w white pat former 

surfaces, 1 or 2 w sim thick cort as fls from same ctxt 

&&
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flake 3 3 3 Irreg hard hammer struck (hh), 2 have thick cortex w 

white inner rind. Quite sharp 
spall 2
retouched flake 1 1 1 Qu thin fl, neat qu slight ret left convex edge 

0145 shatter 1 Thick chip like w one pre pat face 
flake 1 1 1 Thick hard hammer struck (hh) irreg w irreg cort, some 

abraded 
thumbnail scraper 1 1 1 Small irreg type - prox side irreg and pat/abr cort, ret of 

dist part 
0149 shatter 1 Small jagged, sharp 

flake 29 26 13 6 Almost all small - v small, 1 primary.quite sharp, 
various cort incls irreg white/cream, some thick 
cream/dark, hh. 1 hinge fracture,1 burnt 

blade-like flake 2 1 1 Small qu thick nd jagged and sharp - not really blades 
spall 4
thumbnail scraper 5 5 4 All v small hh, 1 subcirc w neat ret of all but prox edge, 

1 - slightly irreg ret around dist/left sides, 1 - irreg 
shape w cort plat but w neat ret of dist part, 1 ovate w 
ret dist and 1 has side retouch 

end/side scraper 1 1 Hard hammer struck (hh), qu small, qu coarse/crude 
ret right edge & dist 

side scraper 1 Qu small,  ret left edge of broader flake w other side 
missing

notched flake 1 1 qu small w pointed dist end and small prob notch in left 
side

retouched flake 3 2 1 1 All small, 1 has dist missing, 1 w thickish cort, 1  v 
small qu thin broad fl w slight ret of convex broad dist 
edge 

retouched flake 1 1 Vv small triang frag w neatly, semi abrupt ret edge - 
from broken tool 

0150 struck fragment 1 1 1 Heavily abraded and patinated white, irreg frag, 
???struck

0158 flake 1 1 1 V small pointed triang fl, qu thick hh 
0160 shatter 5 4 4 Very irreg - 1 shattered thick frag w white pat cort, 1 

prob nat 0 but MAY have been struck, others sharpish 
frags…?

flake 2 2 2 Small irreg 
spall 2

0161 flake 2 1 1 1 small hh, 1 v small burnt fl frag 
0163 flake 5 3 4 5 Very irreg - some poss not struck, some heavy patina 

and 1 cherty patched flake 
0165 flake 3 3 2 Irreg, 1 pat cort 

notched flake 3 2 3 Irreg, one honey coloured, all have small notches 
which appear to be ret?? all in sides, 1in shorter side 
of irreg broad fl 

retouched flake 1 1 1 Thick hh w irreg edges and v slight ret in places 
utilised flake 1 1 Blade-like w slight utilised edeg 

0166 side scraper 1 1 1 Longish rough triang shaped fl w one long, slighly 
concave, side qu crudely retouched 

0167 multi platform flake core 1 1 1 Quite neat chunky flake core 
flake 6 5 3 3 Small irreg hard hammer struck 

Key: Comp. = complete pieces, Cort =corticated pieces,  Pat = patinated pieces. 
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