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Summary  

An archaeological evaluation was carried out in the grounds of the Fire Station, Gregory 

Street, Sudbury on the 29th January 2010. The work was carried out in advance of the 

construction of a smoke training building. A trench was excavated and a series of layers 

and pits were encountered. All were post-medieval or modern in date. Excavation 

stopped at a depth 1.2m because the sides of the trench were unconsolidated. The 

natural geological horizon was not encountered within the trench. Artefacts were 

collected from most layers and the pits. No environmental samples were taken. 

Summaryy   
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stopped at a depth 1.2m because the sides of the trench were unconsolidated. The f

natural geological horizon was not encountered within the trench. Artefacts were 

collected from most layers and the pits. No environmental samples were taken. 





1. Introduction  

An archaeological evaluation was carried out in the grounds of the Fire Station, Sudbury 

on the 29th January 2010, in advance of the construction of a Smoke Training Building. 

The work was carried out in accordance with a brief and specification issued by Keith 

Wade (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, Conservation Team). This 

document is included as Appendix 1. The evaluation was undertaken for Farrans 

(Construction) Limited on behalf of the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service.

2. Geology and topography  

The site lies at TL 870413 within the town of Sudbury (Fig. 1). The development area 

was rectangular and measured 96.33m2. It was located within the grounds of Sudbury 

Fire Station on the west side of Gregory Street. The area was used as a tarmac 

surfaced car park and fire training area. It was generally flat at approximately 32.17m 

OD. The geological horizon was not encountered within the development area.

3. Archaeological and historical background 

The development area lies within the core of the medieval town of Sudbury and as such 

has a high potential for encountering archaeological remains of this date. To the north of 

the development area was the site of the medieval St Gregory’s College (SUY 004) 

associated with the 14th century St Gregory’s Church (SUY 032), replacing earlier 

medieval and Anglo-Saxon churches on the same site. Iron Age, Romano-British and 

Anglo-Saxon pottery was recovered during excavations to the west of the Fire Station 

(SUY 029), however, this had been recovered from 18th or 19th century quarry pits 

which had removed the majority of the archaeological features. A few pits were 

recorded in unquarried parts of the site. Features and finds from the Bronze Age, late 

Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods have been recorded in numerous 

interventions in the vicinity (SUY 014, SUY 028 and SUY 047). A summary of a search 

of the Historic Environment Record (HER) within the vicinity of the development area is 

contained in Table 1 below, and their locations are recorded on Figure 2. In the late 

19th century the development area contained buildings of unknown function (Fig. 3).
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the development area was the site of the medieval St Gregory’s College (SUY 004) 
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Reference Type Form  Date Description 
SUY 004 Documentary 

ref.
Building Medieval St Gregory’s College, 14th to 16th century. 

Site reused as  the Workhouse then the 
Walnut Tree Hospital 

SUY 005 Documentary 
ref.

Priory Medieval Site of medieval Dominican Friary, 
destroyed in the 16th century 

SUY 011 Findspot Pottery Medieval Pottery found during construction work to 
the rear of Lloyd’s bank 

SUY 014 Excavation Features Iron Age; Anglo-Saxon; 
medieval  

Iron Age gully and hollow associated with 
pottery. Late Anglo-Saxon and medieval 
pottery retrieved 

SUY 015 Excavation Pottery  Medieval 11th to 12th century pottery found in 1977 
excavation 

SUY 016 Excavation Pottery Medieval 12th century pottery found in 1977 
excavation 

SUY 017 Excavation  Features Undated Pit and ditch date unknown 
SUY 018 Monitoring Pottery Medieval Pottery recovered from foundation trench 
SUY 019 Excavation Pits etc. Post-medieval Two pits (17th and 19th century) 
SUY 020 Excavation  Pottery ?prehistoric One sherd recovered from buried soil on 

Walnut Tree Hospital site 
SUY 024 Unknown Defensive 

feature
Undated Possible location of town defences 

SUY 025 Monitoring  Layers Medieval; post-medieval Non-diagnostic layers recorded 
SUY 026 Reference Building Medieval Location of Chapel of Holy Sepulchre found 

in 1826 during building work 
SUY 027 Monitoring Pits Medieval 12 to 13th century pottery recovered and 

pits noted 
SUY 028 Excavation Settlement Bronze Age; Iron Age to 

Romano-British; Anglo-
Saxon; medieval  

Bronze Age pits with grooved ware and 
beaker ware pottery 
Iron Age to early Romano-British enclosure 
and pits  
Late Anglo-Saxon pits with Thetford ware 
and St Neots ware pottery 
Medieval pits and property boundary on 
same alignment as late Iron Age ditch 

SUY 029 Excavation Pits etc. Iron Age; Romano-
British; Anglo-Saxon; 
post-medieval 

Multi-period artefacts recovered from 
backfill of 19th century quarry pits. Small 
area of Anglo-Saxon features survived 

SUY 030 Findspot Pottery Medieval Thetford ware and medieval pottery 
recovered by builders 

SUY 032 Building Church Medieval Church of St Gregory. 14th century building 
on site of earlier Anglo-Saxon and medieval 
church

SUY 034 Excavation Flint Undated Three worked flints found in excavation 
SUY 040 Documentary 

ref.
Town  Medieval Area of the medieval town. Urban from late 

Anglo-Saxon period. Located between mill 
stream and defensive ditch below current 
main road 

SUY 043 Documentary 
ref.

Building Post-medieval Watermill on site of medieval mill, now a 
hotel

SUY 044 Monitoring Pits Medieval Five medieval pot sherds recovered during 
construction 

SUY 046 Excavation  Pit Anglo-Saxon Late Anglo-Saxon pit in area disturbed by 
18th and 19th century quarrying 

SUY 047 Monitoring Pits Iron Age; medieval Two Iron Age pits and a series of late 
medieval pits seen in foundation trenches 

SUY 049 Findspot Coins Romano-British Seven late 3rd to 4th century coins found in 
a back garden 

SUY 051 Reference Building Post-medieval 16th century Moot hall, demolished 1844 
SUY 052 Monitoring Pits Undated Two undated pits recorded on a truncated 

site
SUY 058 Evaluation Ditch Anglo-Saxon 13m by 3.4m deep defensive ditch. 

Medieval pottery in upper fill 
SUY 062 Monitoring Feature Undated Pit recorded in Market Hill 
SUY 063 Monitoring Features Undated Features possibly associated with town 

defensive ditch 
SUY 064 Monitoring Well Medieval; post-medieval Late medieval or post-medieval well 

constructed in built up ground 

3

Reference TyTyTyTyTyTyTyTyTyTTTyTyTTTypeppppppppppppppp  Form Date Description
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SUY 016 Excavation Pottery Medieval 12th century pottery found in 1977 
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Undated Possible location of town defences 
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SUY 065 Reference Sleletons Undated Skeletons discovered when digging out a 
cellar in 1800 

Table 1. HER references in the vicinity of the development area  
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Figure 2. HER references in the vicinity of the development area 

4.  Methodology 

A programme of evaluation was carried out in accordance with a brief and specification 

provided by Keith Wade (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, Conservation 

Team). This required the excavation of an 8m evaluation trench along the main axis of 

the building. The trench was set out by tape and located using differential GPS (Leica 
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1200). The trench measured 13.68m2 covering 14.2 % of the 96.33m2 development

area (Fig. 3).

The trench was excavated using a 7 tonne 360 degree excavator fitted with a 1.8m wide 

toothless ditching bucket, under constant archaeological supervision. This followed the 

breaking up of the tarmac surface over the trench using the breaker fitted to the 

excavator. The recording was carried out in accordance with SCCAS guidelines, all 

records were created using SCCAS proformas and high resolution (7 megapixel) digital 

images were taken of all features and trenches. All finds were retained for inspection, 

and no environmental samples were taken.  
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Figure 3. Location of trench (black) within development area (red) 

5

1200). The treeeeeeeeeeeeencncncncncncncncncncncnncnnncnnnnnccn h hhhhh measured 13.68m2 covering 14.2 % of the 96.33m2 development

area (Fig.g.g.g.g.g.g.gg.gg.gggg. 3 3 33333333 33 3333))))).)))))))

ThThThThTThThTThThThThThTTTTT e e e e e ee trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrrtrt eneneeneneneneneneneneneee ch was excavated using a 7 tonne 360 degree excavator fitted wiwiwiwiwiwiiwiwwww thththththththththththhht aaaaa aaaaaaaaa 11111111.8.8.8.888.88.8.88.888888mmmmm mmmmmmmmm wide 

totototototototototototototooooooooototototottoooooooooo hless ditching bucket, under constant archaeological supervision. . . .. . ThThThThThThThThThThThThTTTTTTThThT isiisisisisisiiiiiisi  fffffffffffffffolololololololololololololoololoooo lololollololololooowed the 

breaking up of the tarmac surface over the trench using the breaker ffifififfififiittttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttededededededededededededeeeeeeee  to the 

excavator. The recording was carried out in accordance with SCCAS guidelines, all 

records were created using SCCAS proformas and high resolution (7 megapixel) digital 

images were taken of all features and trenches. All finds were retained for inspection,

and no environmental samples were taken.  

0 15 m30m

N

�Crown Copyright.  All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2010

Figure 3. Location of trench (black) within development area (red) 

5



5. Results  

5.1 Introduction  
The trench was oriented east to west and measured 7.2m in length and 1.8m in width 

and was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.30m. The natural geological horizon was 

not encountered within the trench, and excavation stopped due to the instability of the 

unconsolidated deposits. A sequence of layers and cut features was recorded. These 

are described below in stratigraphic sequence.  

5.2 Trench 1 
Layer 0006 was the earliest deposit encountered (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was recorded in 

the western half of the trench only. It was friable mid greyish brown sandy silt with some 

clay content with rare gravel and rare chalk fleck inclusions, measuring 0.12m+ in 

depth. It was either an accumulated layer or the fill of a very large cut feature. It 

contained significantly less domestic debris than the overlying layers with two 16th to 

18th century pottery sherds and four ceramic building material fragments recovered. A 

steel girder frame (Fig. 4) measuring 1.7m+ in length by 1.5m in width and 0.10m in 

height was recorded lying on this layer. It was not set within a cut, but had been 

compressed into the layer.

Layer 0009 was recorded in the south-west corner of the trench above layer 0006 (Fig. 

4, Section 1). It was very dark grey loose silty sand with abundant gravel, abundant ash, 

abundant clinker and abundant small glass fragments included within it. It measured 

0.32m at its deepest and lensed out to the east. A single sherd  of 19th century pottery 

was recovered from the base of the deposit. It was sealed by layer 0005. 

Layer 0005 was recorded across the length of the trench and sealed layer 0009 and the 

steel frame (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was 0.70m at its deepest and was friable mid grey 

brown clay silt with some sand. It contained frequent small chalk fragments, frequent 

small rounded flint pebbles and moderate ceramic building material flecks. A sherd of 

16th to 18th century pottery and a tile fragment were recovered from the deposit. It was 

either an accumulated layer or a fill of a large cut feature. It was below layer 0004 and 

cut by pit 0014.
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Layer 0004 extended from the east side of the trench for 6m before petering out (Fig. 4, 

Section 1). It was friable mid to dark brownish grey clay silt approximately 0.20m in 

depth. It contained moderate quantities of ceramic building material fragments, 

moderate glass fragments, moderate small rounded flint pebbles and moderate chalk 

flecks. It had a fairly high humic content and was similar to underlying layer 0004 but 

darker in hue. It was either an accumulated layer or the fill of a large cut feature, a 

stocking was observed in the deposit. The layer was cut by pit 0008.

Pit 0008 was located in the eastern half of the trench (Fig. 4, Section 1). It extended 

across the width of the trench and was 3.1m in length and greater than 0.68m in depth. 

It had near vertical sides but the base was not seen within the trench. The pit was cut 

down to the level of the steel girder frame but was slightly offset from it. The fill of the pit 

0007 was very dark brownish grey loose clay silt containing frequent amounts of rubble, 

iron debris, ceramic building material fragments and moderate amounts of whole glass 

bottles (wine and milk). The pottery recovered from the pit dated to the 19th century or 

later. This fill was sealed by layer 0010.

Deposit 0015 was recorded in the base of the trench within the steel girder frame (Fig. 

4). It was very similar to fill 0007 and is likely to have been the same deposit in the base 

of the pit above the frame.

Layer 0010 sealed pit 0008, and was recorded as extending for 4.5m from the east end 

of the trench before petering out to the west (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was a firmly 

compacted layer of very dark brownish grey silty clay containing frequent small sub-

rounded flint fragments, abundant ceramic building material fragments and flecks, 

frequent small glass fragments, a milk bottle and a plastic button measuring 0.06m at its 

deepest. This layer was cut by pit 0012 and may have been cut by pit 0014 but the 

relationship between these two had been removed by the later pit.

Pit 0014 was located at the west end of the trench (Fig. 4). It was probably sub-

rectangular in plan, oriented north to south with a near vertical side to the west, and the 

east side was entirely truncated by the recut pit 0012. It measured 1.6m+ in length, 

0.5m+ in width and 0.3m+ in depth. The single fill of the pit 0013 was friable dark 

greyish brown clay silt containing moderate quantities of small rounded flint pebbles. 

7

Layer 0004 extxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtx eneneneneneneneneneneneeneeeeeeeeenee ded from the east side of the trench for 6m before petering out (Fig. 4, ,

Section 1)1)1)1)1)1)1)1)11)1)1)11)1)........ . ItItItItItItIttItItIttttt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwaasasasasasasasasasasasasaaaaa  friable mid to dark brownish grey clay silt approximately 0.20m in 

deptptptptptptptptpttttptpptp h.h.h.h.h.h.h.hh.h.h.h.h..h II IIIIIIIIttttt ttttt cocococococococococococccocccooontntntntntntntntnnnnn ained moderate quantities of ceramic building material fragments,,,,,,,,,,,  

momomomomomomomomomommmmm dededededededeedeededededederarararararararararararararatettttttttttttt  glass fragments, moderate small rounded flint pebbles and mododododododododdoddoodooo ererererererererereeee atatatatatatatatataataaattttte e e e e ee e eeeeeeeee chchchchchchchchchchcchchchccchc aaala k 

fllfllflflflflflflflfflflllllflececeeececececececececececececee ks. It had a fairly high humic content and was similar to underlyingngngngngngngggnggggggg l l l lll l lllllllllayayayayayayayayayaayyaayyyyyyyyerrererererrerrrrerrr 0 0 0 0 0 00000000000000000000000000000000 4 but 

darker in hue. It was either an accumulated layer or the fill of a large cuucucucucucucucucucucucucucuccucut tt t t t t ttttttttttttt fefefffffefefffeature, a 

stocking was observed in the deposit. The layer was cut by pit 0008.

Pit 0008 was located in the eastern half of the trench (Fig. 4, Section 1). It extended 

across the width of the trench and was 3.1m in length and greater than 0.68m in depth. 

It had near vertical sides but the base was not seen within the trench. The pit was cut

down to the level of the steel girder frame but was slightly offset from it. The fill of the pit 

0007 was very dark brownish grey loose clay silt containing frequent amounts of rubble, 

iron debris, ceramic building material fragments and d mommmmmmmmmmmm derate amounts of whole glass 

bottles (wine and milk). The pottery recovered frfrrrrrrrrrrromomomommomomomomommmmmommmomomm tt tttttttttttheheheheheheheeheheheheheheheheheheeeheh pppp ppppppppppppit dated to the 19th century or 

later. This fill was sealed by layer 0010.

Deposit 0015 was recorded in theeeheeheheheheeeeeheeee b b b b b b b bbb bbbbbasasaasaaasaaaaaa e e e e e eeeeeee e e ofofofofofofofofoofofofooo  tttttttthhhhehh  trench within the steel girder frame (Fig. 

4). It was very similar to fill 000000000000000070707070707070707070707070707000  aa a aaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndnddndndndndnddndndnn ii iiiis likely to have been the same deposit in the base 

of the pit above the frame.

Layer 0010 sealed pit 0008, and was recorded as extending for 4.5m from the east end 

of the trench before petering out to the west (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was a firmly

compacted layer of very dark brownish grey silty clay containing frequent small sub-

rounded flint fragments, abundant ceramic building material fragments and flecks, 

frequent small glass fragments, a milk bottle and a plastic button measuring 0.06m at its

deepest. This lalalaalalalalalalalalaalllll yer was cut by pit 0012 and may have been cut by pit 0014 but the 

relationshipipipippipipippipipippppippp b bbbbb b bb bbbbbbbbbbbeteteteteteteteeteeeeeteee weweweweweweweweewweweweweewewewewwewewewww en these two had been removed by the later pit.

PiPiPiPiPiPiPiPiPiPiPPiiPPPPP t t t t ttt tt tttt 0000000000000000000000000000000000 1414141414141414141414144414144 www wwwwwwwwwas located at the west end of the trench (Fig. 4). It was probably y y y y y yy susususususususususususuususss b-b-b-b-bb-b-b-bbbbbbbb

reeereeeeeeeeeeeeectctctctctcctcttctcctctccc ananananananaananananangular in plan, oriented north to south with a near vertical side toooooo ttt t t tttt tttt tttttttheheheheheheheheheheeeheheh  w w w w wweseseseseseseseseseseseseseesst,tt,tt,t,tt,tt,ttt  and the 

east side was entirely truncated by the recut pit 0012. It measured d 1.1.11.1.1.1.1.1.111 6m6m6m6m6m66m6m6m6m6m66m6m66m+ ++ + + ++ + + +++++++ ininininininininnin length, 

0.5m+ in width and 0.3m+ in depth. The single fill of the pit 0013 was sssssss ffrfffff iable dark 

greyish brown clay silt containing moderate quantities of small rounded flint pebbles. 

7



The pit was probably cut through layer 0010 like its replacement pit 0012, however, the 

level of truncation was such that it was only seen to cut into layer 0005.

Pit 0012 cut layer 0010 and truncated pit 0014 (Plate 1, Fig. 4). It was sub-rectangular 

in plan, oriented north to south and measured 1.75m+ in length, 1m in width and 0.8m+ 

in depth. To the south the pit terminated 0.05m from the trench baulk and thus was not 

recorded in Section 1. The pit had near vertical sides but the base was not seen. The 

single fill 0011 was loose dark browny grey clay silt mottled with yellow clay. It 

contained frequent small angular flint fragments, moderate quantities of large coal 

lumps and frequent charcoal flecks. Large pieces of ironwork and steel fragments were 

noted in the fill. Four sherds of 19th century or later pottery were retrieved from the fill. A 

large slightly corroded spanner was noted in the fill but not collected. The pit was sealed 

by layer 0003.

Layer 0003 was recorded across the full extent of the trench and measured 0.20m in 

depth (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was compacted mid orangey yellow clay becoming yellowy 

brown in colour towards the west. It contained moderate ceramic building material 

fragments and moderate amounts of glass fragments, and a piece of clay pipe was 

recovered from the layer. It sealed pit 0012 and was in turn sealed by layer 0002.

Layer 0002 was recorded extending across the full extent of the trench and measured 

0.1m in depth (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was loose very dark grey silty clay containing 

frequent brick rubble and moderate flint cobbles. This layer was sealed by layer 0001. 

Layer 0001 was stratigraphically latest in the sequence within the trench (Fig. 4, Section 

1). It comprised a layer of bright orange gravel substrate 0.12m in depth below a tarmac 

surface 0.06m in depth. This was the Fire Station yard/carpark surface that formed the 

present ground level.

8

The pit was prprprprprprprprprprprpprpp obobobobobobobobobobboboboboboooooooooo aba ly cut through layer 0010 like its replacement pit 0012, however, the

level of ttttttttttrururururururuurrurururruruuncncncncncncncncnnnnnnnn atatattatatatattatatatata ioioioioioioioioioioioioioooioioon nnnnnnnnnn was such that it was only seen to cut into layer 0005.

PiPiPiPiPiPiPPiPiPiPPiPP tttttt tttt 00000000000000000000000000000 12121212121212121212122122212 cut layer 0010 and truncated pit 0014 (Plate 1, Fig. 4). It was suub-b-b-b-b-b-b-b-b-b--b-b-bbb rererererererererererereectctctctctctctctcttctcttcctttanananananananananananananaanannngggggugggggggggggggg lar 

ininininininininninininnnnnnnn ppp ppppppppppplan, oriented north to south and measured 1.75m+ in length, 1m iin n n n n n nnnnnnnnn wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiiwiwiwiwiwwww dtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdttttth h h h h h hhhhhhh aaaaaaaanaaaaaaaa d 0.8m+ 

in depth. To the south the pit terminated 0.05m from the trench baullllkkkkkkk kkk anaanananananananananananananananannnndddd dddddddd thus was not 

recorded in Section 1. The pit had near vertical sides but the base was not seen. The 

single fill 0011 was loose dark browny grey clay silt mottled with yellow clay. It 

contained frequent small angular flint fragments, moderate quantities of large coal 

lumps and frequent charcoal flecks. Large pieces of ironwork and steel fragments were 

noted in the fill. Four sherds of 19th century or later pottery were retrieved from the fill. A 

large slightly corroded spanner was noted in the fill but not collected. The pit was sealed 

by layer 0003.

Layer 0003 was recorded across the full extent ofofofofoffofofofofofofoffof tt t tt ttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheheeeeee tt t t t tt tttttttttttttrererererererererereeeeeerererr nch and measured 0.20m in 

depth (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was compacteddddddddd m m m m m mmmm mmmmmiddddddddd ooooooooooooooooorarararararararararrararararaangn ey yellow clay becoming yellowy

brown in colour towards the west. It ccconononononononononononnonntatatatatatatatatatatatatattat ininininininininininnnnedededededededdedededededdededede m mmmmmoderate ceramic building material 

fragments and moderate amountntntntntttntttttttttts ss s s ss s s sssssss s ofofofofofofofoffoofofofofo  g g ggggggggggglaalaalaalaalalaaaaaaasssssssssssssssssssssssss  fffffffragments, and a piece of clay pipe was 

recovered from the layer. It seaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaee leleleeleleleleleleeled dd d d dd d d d dddd pipipipipipipipppipipppppp ttt tttttt 0012 and was in turn sealed by layer 0002.

Layer 0002 was recorded extending across the full extent of the trench and measured 

0.1m in depth (Fig. 4, Section 1). It was loose very dark grey silty clay containing

frequent brick rubble and moderate flint cobbles. This layer was sealed by layer 0001.

Layer 0001 was stratigraphically latest in the sequence within the trench (Fig. 4, Section

1). It comprised a layer of bright orange gravel substrate 0.12m in depth below a tarmac 

surface 0.06m ininininininiiiiin depth. This was the Fire Station yard/carpark surface that formed the

present grrrrrrouououououououououuouououuouuoououndndndndndndndndndndndndndddd l ll  l llllllllllllllevevevevevevevevevevevevvvvvvveevee el.

8



00
01

00
02

00
03

00
04

00
05

00
07

00
10

00
04

00
06

00
05

00
09

S.
1

00
08

W
E

Tr
en

ch
 1

Ir
on

 G
ird

er
 F

ra
m

e

S.
1

9

Fi
gu

re
 4

.  
Tr

en
ch

 p
la

n 
an

d 
se

ct
io

n

00
14

00
12

00
08

00
06

00
06

00
15

00
05

Pl
an

 a
nd

 S
ec

tio
n 

Sc
al

e 
1:

50

0
2.

50
m

1.
00

m

N

31
.7

4m
O

D

00
01

00
02

00
03

00
07

00
10

00
04

00
06

00
05555555555

00
09

S.
1

00
08

W

Tr
en

ch
 1

Ir
on

 G
ird

er
 F

ra
m

e

S.
1

S.
1

S.
1

S.
1

S.
11.1S.
1

S
1

S.
1

S.
1

S
11

Fi
gu

re
 4

.  
Tr

en
ch

 p
la

n 
an

d 
se

ct
io

n

00
14

00
12

00
08

00
06

00
06

00
15

00
05

22222.
5

222222
0m



Plate 1. Pit 0012 truncating pit 0014, looking south, scale 1m 
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Plate 1. Pit 0012 truncating pit 0014, looking south, scale 1m 
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6. Finds and environmental evidence  

6.1 Introduction  

Finds were collected from six contexts, as shown in the table below. 

Context Pottery CBM Clay pipe  Shell  Miscellaneous Spotdate 
No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g

0003 1 8 19th C 
0005 1 18 1 27 16th-18th 

C
0006 2 22 4 111 16th-18th 

C
0007 18 375 1 3 1 2 1 frag leather, 1 

glass @ 2g 
19th C+ 

0009 1 6 19th C 
0011 4 38 19th C + 
Total 26 459 5 138 2 11 1 2

Table 2. Finds quantities 

6.2 Pottery 
A total of 26 fragments of pottery weighing 459kg was recovered from the evaluation. 

The majority of the assemblage is post-medieval in date, but a single fragment dating to 

the late medieval and early post-medieval period was identified. The pottery has been 

fully recorded (Appendix 3). 

The earliest fragment of pottery is a sherd of unglazed late medieval and transitional 

ware (15th-16th C). It is from the base of the vessel and has the remains of a small 

broken perforation in the base, suggesting that it is likely to be the remains of a 

horticultural vessel or possibly even a sprinkling pot. Similar more complete horticultural 

redwares have been recently recovered from the excavations at the Cattle Market in 

Bury St Edmunds (Goffin 2009). 

The rest of the ceramic assemblage dates to the post-medieval period. A fragment of 

Iron glazed Blackware was found in layer 0005 and a sherd of Glazed red earthenware 

in layer 0006 both date to the 16th-18th century. The largest quantity of ceramics was 

recovered from pitfill 0007. The group was made up of small quantities of English 

stonewares, a late post-medieval earthenware flowerpot base, ironstone china 

fragments, refined white earthenware and some highly fired porcelaineous sherds, all of 

which date to the 19th century or later. In addition there was a small quantity of earlier 

pottery from this context, three sherds of different creamware vessels dating to c1740-

1880 and a sherd of Black Basalt stoneware (1770-1900). 
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A sherd of refined white earthenware was present in the ashy deposit 0009 at the south-

west end of the trench dating to the 19th century. English stoneware and late post-

medieval earthenwares also dating to the 19th century or later were found in pitfill 0011.  

6.3 Ceramic building material 
Five fragments of ceramic building material were recovered from two contexts (138g). A 

single fragment of post-medieval roofing tile was found in layer 0005, which is likely to 

have been reused in some capacity, as it has mortar over broken edges. Four 

fragments from layer 0006 include two rooftile fragments made in post-medieval fabrics 

but also two small slivers of ceramic building material which are made in finer fabrics 

with red clay pellet inclusions which date to the late medieval or early post-medieval 

period.

6.4 Clay tobacco pipe  
Two fragments of clay tobacco pipe were collected (11g). A highly decorated bowl 

fragment was found in levelling layer 0003 dating to the 19th century. The briar-shaped 

bowl has a fluted spur with two initials, an E and a C or G? It is rusticated on the lower 

half and has a repeating design of Masonic symbols on the upper part of the bowl 

(Kieron Heard, pers. Comm.). Further research would be needed to find some parallels 

on the details of the decoration and also where the pipe was produced. A fragment of 

pipe stem was present in 0007. 

6.5 Miscellaneous 
A small fragment from the base of a blue glass vessel in pitfill 0007 dates to the late 

post-medieval period. In addition a circular piece of leather from the same feature, with 

crimped edging and two slits cut from the outer edge, of unknown function is likely also 

to date to the 19th century or later.

6.6 Shell 
A single fragment of mussel shell was collected from pitfill 0007. 

6.7 Finds discussion 
The earliest finds recovered from the evaluation date to the late medieval/early post-

medieval periods, but they are residual elements in a finds group which is 

predominantly later post-medieval in date, which comes from one of a series of 
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accumulation layers, or deposits within a very large feature. There is no artefactual 

evidence predating the 15th-16th century in the evaluation assemblage. The sherd from 

a redware horticultural vessel, although extremely fragmentary, is of interest, as these 

are rare finds before the later part of the post-medieval period. 

7.  Discussion 

All the features and layers encountered within the trench were of post-medieval or 

modern date. Lower layers 0006, 0009, 0005 and 0004 were either part of a sequence 

of layers that accumulated during the use of the area in the late post-medieval period or 

the fills of a large cut feature of unknown dimensions and form. The iron girder frame 

was tipped in or laid down after layer 0006 was deposited but before layer 0005 was 

accumulated. They have been interpreted as layers because they were generally 

horizontal. Although layers 0006 and 0005 contained 16th to 18th century pottery, layer 

0009 between them contained a much later sherd of 19th century origin suggesting that 

the earlier material was residual and had been redeposited at the earliest in the 19th 

century.

Pit 0008 cut through the upper layer in the sequence 0004. Its original function is 

uncertain but it was backfilled with mid 20th century domestic debris associated with 

19th to 20th century pottery.

Layer 0010 accumulated above the backfilled pit and extended beyond its limits. It also 

contained significant quantities of similarly dated domestic debris.

Pit 0012 was constructed after the deposition of this layer (0010). It is likely that its 

precursor pit 0014 originally cut through this layer but the relationship between the two 

does not survive. It contained 19th or 20th century debris.  

This pit was sealed by a sequence of three layers; layer 0003 was a very compacted 

clay layer that had the appearance of a levelling layer presumably deposited to seal and 

level the uneven ground below. This was sealed by a rubble layer 0002 that appeared 

to derive from demolition debris. It was in turn sealed by the yard/carpark surface 0001 

associated with the Fire Station.
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8.  Conclusions and recommendations for further work 

The earliest pottery recovered from the excavated sequence was 16th to 18th century in 

date, however, these sherds are likely to be redeposited within 19th or 20th century 

contexts.  The finds assemblage and the section suggests either that there was a late 

post-medieval build-up of layers of great depth within this area or that there was a very 

large and very deep late post-medieval cut feature in this location. This was in turn cut 

into by three modern pits that were backfilled with domestic refuse. These were then 

sealed by levelling layers and modern yard/carpark surfacing.

The presence of extensive 19th century quarry pits to the west of the site (SUY 029) 

might have extended into this area and the evaluated area may have coincided with a 

large quarry pit. If any pre post-medieval features were present in this area they would 

be either at a depth of greater than 1.3m below modern ground level or would have 

been entirely removed by the later activity.

The foundations for the proposed new smoke training building are designed to be no 

more than 1m in depth and as such no medieval or earlier features or deposits are likely 

to be disturbed by this development. Therefore no further work is recommended. 

9.  Archive deposition 

Paper and photographic archive: SCCAS Ipswich MSworks3:\Rod\Project 

Management\Costings\2009_10\Sudbury\Fire Station Smoke House 

Finds and environmental archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds. Store Location: Parish box 

H/81/3

10.  List of contributors and acknowledgements 

The evaluation was carried out by Liz and Mo Muldowney from Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Service, Field Team. 

The project was directed by Liz Muldowney, and managed by Rod Gardner. 
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The post-excavation was managed by Richenda Goffin. Finds processing was carried 

out by Jonathon van Jennians, digitizing was carried out by Gemma Adams, illustrations 

were produced by Crane Begg, and the specialist finds report by Richenda Goffin. The 

report was checked by Richenda Goffin. 
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Disclaimer
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the Field 
Projects Team alone. Ultimately the need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning 
Authority and its Archaeological Advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk County 
Council’s archaeological contracting services cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to 
the clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 
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Appendix 1.  Brief and specification 

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E  -  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T E A M  

Brief and Specification for an Archaeological Evaluation 

SUDBURY FIRE STATION, GREGORY STREET, SUDBURY 

The commissioning body should be aware that it may have Health & Safety and other 
responsibilities, see paragraphs 1.8 & 1.9. 

This is the brief for the first part of a programme of archaeological work. There is likely to 
be a requirement for additional work, this will be the subject of another brief. 

1. Background

1.1 Planning consent has been granted for the construction of a new Smoke Training 
Building at Sudbury Fire Station, Gregory Street, Sudbury (B/06/01909)

1.2 The planning consent contains a condition requiring the implementation of a programme 
of archaeological work before development begins (Planning Policy Guidance 16, 
paragraph 30 condition). In order to establish the full archaeological implications of the 
proposed development, an archaeological evaluation is required of the site.  The
evaluation is the first part of the programme of archaeological work and decisions 
on the need for, and scope of, any further work will be based upon the results of 
the evaluation and will be the subject of additional briefs.

1.3 The development area lies within the Area of Archaeological Importance defined for 
Sudbury in the Babergh Local Plan and there is a high probability that the development 
will damage or destroy archaeological deposits. 

1.4 Excavations in 1990 to the west of the site, prior to the construction of Catchpole Court, 
revealed a large post medieval quarry which had removed all the archaeological 
deposits except in the south-west corner where Anglo-Saxon occupation features 
survived.

 Excavations to the south at Stour House and Hardwick House have revealed a complex 
of Iron Age and medieval occupation.

1.5 All arrangements for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, access to the 
site, the definition of the precise area of landholding and area for proposed development 
are to be defined and negotiated with the commissioning body. 

1.6 Detailed standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are to be found in 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England, East Anglian Archaeology 
Occasional Papers 14, 2003. 
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Appendix 111111111111111111........   Brief and specification 

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
A RA RA RA RA RA RA RA RA RA RA RRA RAA RAAA C HCCCCCCCCCCC A E O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E  -  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T E A M  

Brief and Specification for an Archaeological Evaluation 

SUDBURY FIRE STATION, GREGORY STREET, SUDBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBURURURURURURURURUURURURURRRRRUUUU Y YY YYY Y Y Y Y YYYYYYYY

The commissioning body should be aware that it may have Health & Safety and other 
responsibilities, see paragraphs 1.8 & 1.9.

This is the brief for the first part of a programme of archaeological work. There is likely to 
be a requirement for additional work, this will be the subject of another brief. 

1. Background

1.1 Planning consent has been granted for the construction of a new Smoke Training 
Building at Sudbury Fire Station, Gregory Street, SuSuSuSuSSuSSSuSSuSSSSSSSS dbury (B/06/01909)

1.2 The planning consent contains a condition rerereeererererereeeerer quququququuququuquququququuuiriiiii ininininininnnninnnnnnnnnng g g gggg g g gg g gg ggg tttthttttttttttt e implementation of a programme 
of archaeological work before developmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmmpmppmp eneneneneeneeeneeeennt t tt ttt t bebebebebebebbebebebebeeeeebbb gins (Planning Policy Guidance 16, 
paragraph 30 condition). In order to eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeststststststststssststststs abababaabaababaaaabaaaaaaaaa lilllililillilillllllllill shshshshshshshshshshshh t tttttthe full archaeological implications of the 
proposed development, an archahahahahahahahahahahaaaaaeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoe lolololloloololollllllogigigigigigigigigigigigiggggggicacacacacacacacacacacacacacacaaacaaallllll llllll evaluation is required of the site.  The
evaluation is the first part of f ff f ffffff ff thththhthththththththtththhe eeeeeeee prprrprprprprprprprprprprprprp ogogogogogogogogogogooggogggogoggo rarrrr mme of archaeological work and decisions 
on the need for, and scopepepepepepepepepepepeepepepeppeepppe o o o o o oo o oooooof,f,f,f,f,fffff,ff,f,, aaaaaaaaaaaaaanynynynynynynynynynynynynyynnn  further work will be based upon the results of 
the evaluation and will bebebebebebebebebebebebebeeee tt ttttttttttttttheheheheheheheeeeheeeeeeeee s ss s s s s s sssssssss ssuuububuuuuuuuuu ject of additional briefs.

1.3 The development area lies ssssssssssssss within the Area of Archaeological Importance defined for 
Sudbury in the Babergh Local Plan and there is a high probability that the development 
will damage or destroy archaeological deposits. 

1.4 Excavations in 1990 to the west of the site, prior to the construction of Catchpole Court, 
revealed a large post medieval quarry which had removed all the archaeological 
deposits except in the south-west corner where Anglo-Saxon occupation features 
survived.

 Excavations to the south at Stour House and Hardwick House have revealed a complex 
of Iron Age and medieval occupation.

1.5 All arrangngngngngngngngngngngngnnngnnngeeemeeeeeeeeeee ents for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, access to theee 
site, , ththththththththththththhthhththhthhhe eeeeeeeeeeee deededededededeededeeeeeeeeefifififififififififfiiiiiiiifinition of the precise area of landholding and area for proposed developmmmmmmeneneneneneneneeeneneneeeent ttttttttttttt
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1.....6 66 6 6 6 6 666666 DeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDDeeDeDeDeDeDeDD tatatatatatatatat iled standards, information and advice to supplement this brief are toooooooootoo b b b b b b bb bbb bbbbbeee eeeeeeeeeeeeee foooofoofooooooooooununununununununununuunununuunnu d in 
StStSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS andards for Field Archaeology in the East of England, East Anggggggggglililillllll ananananannanaannnanaaa  A A A AA A AA A AAArcrcrcrcrcrcrcccccrcccr hahahahahahahahahahahahahahhaaeeology 
Occasional Papers 14, 2003. 
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1.7 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the total execution 
of the project. A Project Design or Written Scheme of Investigation (PD/WSI) based 
upon this brief and the accompanying outline specification of minimum requirements, is 
an essential requirement. This must be submitted by the developers, or their agent, to 
the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (Shire 
Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 01284 352443) for approval. The work 
must not commence until this office has approved both the archaeological contractor as 
suitable to undertake the work, and the PD/WSI as satisfactory. The PD/WSI will provide
the basis for measurable standards and will be used to establish whether the 
requirements of the planning condition will be adequately met. 

1.8 Before any archaeological site work can commence it is the responsibility of the 
developer to provide the archaeological contractor with either the contaminated land 
report for the site or a written statement that there is no contamination. The developer 
should be aware that investigative sampling to test for contamination is likely to have an 
impact on any archaeological deposit which exists; proposals for sampling should be 
discussed with this office before execution. 

1.9 The responsibility for identifying any restraints on field-work (e.g. Scheduled Monument 
status, Listed Building status, public utilities or other services, tree preservation orders, 
SSSIs, wildlife sites &c.) rests with the commissioning body and its archaeological 
contractor. The existence and content of the archaeological brief does not over-ride such 
restraints or imply that the target area is freely available. 

2. Brief for the Archaeological Evaluation

2.1 Establish whether any archaeological deposit exists in the area, with particular regard to 
any which are of sufficient importance to merit preservation in situ [at the discretion of 
the developer]. 

2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within the 
application area, together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of 
preservation.

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses and natural soil processes. Define the 
potential for existing damage to archaeological deposits. Define the potential for 
colluvial/alluvial deposits, their impact and potential to mask any archaeological deposit. 
Define the potential for artificial soil deposits and their impact on any archaeological 
deposit.

2.4 Establish the potential for waterlogged organic deposits in the proposal area. Define the 
location and level of such deposits and their vulnerability to damage by development where this 
is defined. 

2.5 Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 
dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables and orders of cost. 

2.6 Evaluation is to proceed sequentially:  the desk-based evaluation will precede the field 
evaluation. If field-walking is proposed it will precede trenching. The results of the desk-
based work and any field-walking are to be used to inform the trenching design. This 
sequence will only be varied if benefit to the evaluation can be demonstrated. 

2.7 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 
Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all stages will follow a 
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1.8 Before any archaeological site work can commence it is the responsibility of the 
developer to provide the archaeological contractor with either the contaminated land 
report for the site or a written statement that there is no contamination. The developer 
should be aware that investigative sampling to test for contamination is likely to have an 
impact on any archaeological deposit which exists; proposals for sampling should be 
discussed with this office before execution. 
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2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within the 
application area, together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of 
preservation.

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses and natural soil processes. Define the 
potential for existing damage to archaeological deposits. Define the potential for 
colluvial/alluvial deposits, their impact and potential to mask any archaeological deposit. 
Define the potential for artificial soil deposits and their impact on any archaeological 
deposit.

2.4 Establish the potential for waterlogged organic deposits in the proposal area. Define the 
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2.7 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 
Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all stages will follow a 
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process of assessment and justification before proceeding to the next phase of the 
project. Field evaluation is to be followed by the preparation of a full archive, and an 
assessment of potential.  Any further excavation required as mitigation is to be followed 
by the preparation of a full archive, and an assessment of potential, analysis and final 
report preparation may follow. Each stage will be the subject of a further brief and 
updated project design, this document covers only the evaluation stage. 

2.8 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of the 
Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (address as above) five working days 
notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in order that the work of the 
archaeological contractor may be monitored. 

2.9 If the approved evaluation design is not carried through in its entirety (particularly in the 
instance of trenching being incomplete) the evaluation report may be rejected. 
Alternatively the presence of an archaeological deposit may be presumed, and untested 
areas included on this basis when defining the final mitigation strategy. 

2.10 An outline specification, which defines certain minimum criteria, is set out below. 

3. Specification A:  Desk-Based Assessment

3.1 Consult the County Historic Environment Record (HER), both the computerised record 
and any backup files. 

3.2 Examine all the readily available cartographic sources (e.g. those available in the County 
Record Office).  Record any evidence for historic or archaeological sites (e.g. buildings, 
settlements, field names) and history of previous land uses. Where permitted by the 
Record Office make either digital photographs, photocopies or traced copies of the 
document for inclusion in the report. 

3.3 Assess the potential for documentary research that would contribute to the 
archaeological investigation of the site. 

4 Specification B:  Field Evaluation

4.1 Trial trenches are to be excavated to cover a minimum 5% by area of the building 
footprint and shall be positioned to sample all parts of the site. A single linear trench is 
thought to be the most appropriate sampling method.  Trenches are to be a minimum of 
1.8m wide unless special circumstances can be demonstrated.  If excavation is 
mechanised a toothless ‘ditching bucket’ must be used.   The trench design must be 
approved by the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service before field work 
begins.

4.2 The topsoil may be mechanically removed using an appropriate machine fitted with 
toothless bucket and other equipment.   All machine excavation is to be under the direct 
control and supervision of an archaeologist.  The topsoil should be examined for 
archaeological material.
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areas included on this basis when defining the final mitigation strategy. 

2.10 An outline specification, which defines certain minimum criteria, is set out below. 

3. Specification A:  Desk-Based Assessment

3.1 Consult the County Historic Environment Recorddddddddd ( ( ( ( (((    (  HER), both the computerised record 
and any backup files.

3.2 Examine all the readily available cartograaaaaaaaaaphphphphphphphphphphphp icicicicicicccicici  sssssssssssssssouououououououououououououoouuurcrcrcces (e.g. those available in the County 
Record Office).  Record any evidenceeeeeeeeeeeee f f f ff f ffffffffforororororororororororoooororoororr h hh h h h h hhhhhhhhhhhhhissssssssssssssstototototototototottt rrrrir c or archaeological sites (e.g. buildings, 
settlements, field names) and hiiiiiistststtststststststststssss ororororororororrororororoo y yyyyyyyyyyyyyy offofofofofofofoffofofofofofoooo  p p p p pppp pp pppppp pprrrrrerrrrr vious land uses. Where permitted by the 
Record Office make either diiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiigigigigigigigigigigigigg taaaatatatatataaaal llllllllll phphhphphphphphphphphphphppp otototototototototototootoooootooogooo raphs, photocopies or traced copies of the 
document for inclusion in theeee e e eeee ee eeeeeee rererererererererereereerepopopopopopopopopopportrtrtrtrtrtrtrtttrtrtrtr ..... ....

3.3 Assess the potential ffffffffffffffororororororororororrororroo  d dd ddddd d ddddocoooooo umentary research that would contribute to the 
archaeological investigationnnnnnnnnnnnnnn of the site.

4 Specification B:  Field Evaluation

4.1 Trial trenches are to be excavated to cover a minimum 5% by area of the building 
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1.8m wide unless special circumstances can be demonstrated.  If excavation is 
mechanised a toothless ‘ditching bucket’ must be used.   The trench design must be 
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4.3 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then be 
cleaned off by hand.  There is a presumption that excavation of all archaeological 
deposits will be done by hand unless it can be shown there will not be a loss of evidence 
by using a machine.   The decision as to the proper method of further excavation will be 
made by the senior project archaeologist with regard to the nature of the deposit. 

4.4 In all evaluation excavation there is a presumption of the need to cause the minimum 
disturbance to the site consistent with adequate evaluation; that significant 
archaeological features, e.g. solid or bonded structural remains, building slots or post-
holes, should be preserved intact even if fills are sampled. 

4.5 There must be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth and 
nature of any archaeological deposit.  The depth and nature of colluvial or other masking 
deposits must be established across the site. 

4.6 The contractor shall provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts, 
biological remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and 
samples of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other 
pedological/sedimentological analyses.  Advice on the appropriateness of the proposed 
strategies will be sought from J Heathcote, English Heritage Regional Adviser for 
Archaeological Science (East of England).  A guide to sampling archaeological deposits 
(Murphy and Wiltshire 1994) is available. 

4.7 Any natural subsoil surface revealed should be hand cleaned and examined for 
archaeological deposits and artefacts.  Sample excavation of any archaeological 
features revealed may be necessary in order to gauge their date and character. 

4.8 Metal detector searches must take place at all stages of the excavation by an 
experienced metal detector user. 

4.9 All finds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 
with the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service during the course of the 
evaluation).

4.10 Human remains must be left in situ except in those cases where damage or desecration 
are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown to be a 
requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site.  However, the excavator should be 
aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857.  

“Guidance for best practice for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian 
burial grounds in England” English Heritage and the Church of England 2005 provides 
advice and defines a level of practice which should be followed whatever the likely belief 
of the buried individuals. 

4.11 Plans of any archaeological features on the site are to be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 
depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded.  Sections should be drawn at 1:10 or 
1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded.  Any variations from this must be 
agreed with the Conservation Team. 

4.12 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome 
photographs and colour transparencies. 
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nature of any archaeological deposit.  The depth and nature of colluvial or other masking 
deposits must be established across the site. 

4.6 The contractor shall provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts, 
biological remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and 
samples of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other 
pedological/sedimentological analyses.  Advice on the appropriateness of the proposed 
strategies will be sought from J Heathcote, English Heritage Regional Adviser for 
Archaeological Science (East of England).  A guidededededdedddddeddddd  to sampling archaeological deposits 
(Murphy and Wiltshire 1994) is available.

4.7 Any natural subsoil surface revealed ssssssssssshohohohohohohoohohohoh ululullululululululllld ddd dd d dd ddddddd bbebbbbbbbbbbbbb  hand cleaned and examined for 
archaeological deposits and artefactctctctctctctctctctctcttttc s.s.s.s.ssss.s.ss.sss.s.  SaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSSS mmmmpmm le excavation of any archaeological 
features revealed may be necessaaaaaaaaaaaryryyryryryryryryryryryryryy i ii i iiiiiiinnnnnn nnnnnnnn orrororororrorororororororooooo dedededededededdededededededdeeeederrr rr to gauge their date and character. 

4.8 Metal detector searches mumumumumummumumumummumumummummmmm ststststststststststststst t t ttttttttakakakakakakakakakaakakakakakkkeeeee eeeeeeeee place at all stages of the excavation by an 
experienced metal detectctctctctcttctctctctcc orororororororrorororoorrr u u uuu u uu u uu uuuuseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer.r.r.r.r.rrr.r.r.r.r.rrrrr   

4.9 All finds will be collected dd anaaaaaaaaaaaaa d processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 
with the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service during the course of the 
evaluation).

4.10 Human remains must be left in situ except in those cases where damage or desecration u
are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown to be a 
requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site.  However, the excavator should be 
aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857.  

“Guidance for best practice for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian 
burial grounds in England” English Heritage and the Church of England 2005 provides 5
advice and defines a level of practice which should be followed whatever the likely belief 
of the bbburururururuuururururuuururruuuuuu ieieieieieieiieiiei d individuals. 

4.11 PPPPPPPPPPPlalalalaalalalaaaaaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnnnnnn  oooooooooooof f f f f f f ff f ffff anananananananaananaaaaaa y archaeological features on the site are to be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 
dependndndndndndndnddndndndndndnnnnnnn iniininininini g g g gg g   g onononononononononononononoonnonon ttttttttttttttttthe complexity of the data to be recorded.  Sections should be drawn at 11111111111:1:1:1:1:1:111:1:11::1:1:::::: 0 000000 orororororrrorororor   
1:2020202020202020200202002020 aa a aaaaaaaaagaagaagagagagaagagagaaaaainininininnininininnnnn dddddddddddepending on the complexity to be recorded.  Any variations from this mususususususussusussususst t t t tt ttttt ttt tt bebebebebebebebbebbebebee 
agagagagagagagagagagagagrrererererreededededededededededededddededee www wwwwwwwwwwwwith the Conservation Team. 

4.4.4.4.44.44.44.4.4.4.4444444 11111121111111  A photographic record of the work is to be made, consistingggggggggg o o oo ooooo ooooooo of f f f f f f f f fff f fff bobobobobobobobobobbbobobob thththththththththththtthttttttt  m onochrome 
photographs and colour transparencies. 
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4.13 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavation to 
allow sequential backfilling of excavations. 

5. General Management

5.1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work 
commences, including monitoring by the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological 
Service.

5.2 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any 
subcontractors). 

5.3 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment and 
management strategy for this particular site. 

5.4 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place.  The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor. 

5.5 The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-
based Assessments and for Field Evaluations should be used for additional guidance in 
the execution of the project and in drawing up the report. 

6. Report Requirements

6.1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principles of 
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (particularly Appendix 
3.1 and Appendix 4.1). 

6.2 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and 
approved by, the County Historic Environment Record. 

6.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished from 
its archaeological interpretation. 

6.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope may be given.  No 
further site work should be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 
assessed and the need for further work is established 

6.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must include 
non-technical summaries.

6.6 The Report must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological 
evidence. Its conclusions must include a clear statement of the archaeological potential 
of the site, and the significance of that potential in the context of the Regional Research 
Framework (East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and 2000). 

6.7 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of 
Conservators Guidelines.  The finds, as an indissoluble part of the site archive, should 
be deposited with the County HER if the landowner can be persuaded to agree to this.  If 
this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then provision must be made 
for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate. 

6.8 The site archive is to be deposited with the County HER within three months of the 
completion of fieldwork.  It will then become publicly accessible. 
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4.13 Toppppppppppsososososososososooososoossos ilililililililiililililllll, sususususususuususususususuusususususs bsbsbsbsbsbsbsbsbsbsbbsbssbsssbsbsb oil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavationonnnnnnnnnnon tttt tt tt t ttttto o o o o o ooooooo
alalallolololololololoolololooow wwwwwwwwwwwwwwww seseseeseeeeseeeeeeseeequququququququuququuququququuqqq ential backfilling of excavations. 

5.555 GeGeGeGeGeGeeGeGeGeGeeGeGeGGeGeGeGeeennnnnennnnnnnnn ral Management

5...1 11 1 111 11111111 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the e ee ee eeeeee fififififififfiffiffifffff rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrr tttttt tttttt ststststststststttsts agagagagagagagagagaaagagagaaaa e of work 
commences, including monitoring by the Conservation Team oooooooooooooof f f f ff f fff fff SCSCSCSCSSCSCSCSCSCSCSCSSSCCSS C CC CCC C CCCC CCCCCCCC ArArArArArArArAArArArAAAA chaeological 
Service.

5.2 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any 
subcontractors). 

5.3 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment and 
management strategy for this particular site.

5.4 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place.  The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor.

5.5 The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-
based Assessments and for Field Evaluationsr  should be used for additional guidance in 
the execution of the project and in drawing up the r rrrrrrrrrrrrepeeeee ort. 

6. Report Requirements

6.1 An archive of all records and finds mumumumumumumumumumumumumumum ststststststststststststsssstsststt bbbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e e ee e eeeee eeee prppppppp epared consistent with the principles of 
English Heritage's Management ooooooooooof f ff ff f fff f ffffff ArArArArArArArArArArArArrArArrAA chchchchchchhchchchchchchchhhhaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeeaeaeeeooooloooooooooloo ogical Projects, 1991 (particularly Appendix 
3.1 and Appendix 4.1). 

6.2 The data recording meteteteteteteteteteetette hohohohohohohoohohohohohoohoooodsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsddsddsdsdsdssss aa a aaaa aaaa aaaaaaaandndndndndndnndnndnddnnnn  conventions used must be consistent with, and 
approved by, the County HiHiHiHiHiHiHHiHiHiHiHiHiH stststststststststtstsststsstororororororororrororororoo iiiiciiiiiiiii  Environment Record. 

6.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished from 
its archaeological interpretation. 

6.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope may be given.  No 
further site work should be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 
assessed and the need for further work is established 

6.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must include
non-technical summaries.

6.6 The Reeeeeeeeeeepopoppopopopopoppopopopopopoppopport must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological 
evidenenenenenenenenenenenneneeenneencececececececececececececc . IttItItItItItItIItts ssssssssssssssssss conclusions must include a clear statement of the archaeological potentttttttttttiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaiaaaiaaiaiiial lllllll
ofofofofofofoffofofoofo  t tt tt t t tttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehehh  ssssssssssssitititititttttititttttitite,e,e,e,e,e,e,ee,ee,eeeee  and the significance of that potential in the context of the Regional Ressssssssssssseaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaearrrrcrrrrrrrrrrr h h h h h h hhhhhh
FrFrFrFrFFrFrFrFFF amamammamammammammmammmmmeeeewewewewewewewewewewewewewewwwwe ork (East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and 200000000000000000000000000000000).).).).).)...)).).).))  

6.6.666.6.6.6.666.666.66.6 7 7777777777 FiFiFiFiFFFFFFFFFFFFF nds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance wittth h hh UKUKUKUKUKUKUKUKKUKUKUKUK IInsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsssnsn tititititititiitititititiititittttutttttttt te of 
Conservators Guidelines.  The finds, as an indissoluble part of the ssssssssssssssssitititittitititititttitte e ee e e e eee ararararararaaaaa chchchchchchcchchchchcchchchchhivivivivivivivivivivivvve,eeeeeeeee  should 
be deposited with the County HER if the landowner can be persuadadadadadadaddddadadadedededededededededededededeeedd ttt t t ttttttto o o oooooo agagagagagagagagagagaggaggaggagggree to this.  If 
this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then prprprprprprprprpprprprprrprrovovovovoovovoovooooo isissisisisisissisisissisii ioioioioioioioioioooiooooioon nnnnnnnn must be made 
for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as aaaaaaaaaaapppppppppppppppppppppppppppp ropriate.

6.8 The site archive is to be deposited with the County HER within three months of the 
completion of fieldwork.  It will then become publicly accessible. 
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6. 9 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or 
excavation) a summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the 
annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for 
Archaeology, must be prepared. It should be included in the project report, or submitted 
to the Conservation Team, by the end of the calendar year in which the evaluation work 
takes place, whichever is the sooner. 

6.10 County HER sheets must be completed, as per the county HER manual, for all sites 
where archaeological finds and/or features are located. 

6.11 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online record 
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/   must be initiated and key fields completed on 
Details, Location and Creators forms. 

6.12 All parts of the OASIS online form must be completed for submission to the HER. This 
should include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy should also be 
included with the archive). 

Specification by:     Keith Wade 

Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
Environment and Transport Department 
Shire Hall 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk IP33 2AR     Tel:  01284 352440 

Date: 1 September 2009    Reference:  /Sudbury Fire Station 

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date.  If work 
is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the authority should 
be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued. 

If the work defined by this brief forms a part of a programme of archaeological work 
required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the 
Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, who 
have the responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority. 
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6. 9 Where p p pp p ppppppppppppppppposososososososososososoososooo itive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or rr rrrrr rrr 
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http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/   must be initiated and key fields completed on /
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6.12 All parts of the OASIS online form must be completed for submission to the HER. This 
should include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy should also be 
included with the archive).

Specification by:     Keith Wade 
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Environment and Transport Department 
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