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1. Summary
The present Carlton Hall is an 18th to 19th century structure believed to be on the site of the
medieval hall and possible Late Saxon manor. Archaeological features and finds belonging to the
high medieval period (12th to 14th century) were recorded within footing trenches for an
extension to the south-west of the Hall. Medieval ditches on a similar alignment to the present
Hall could represent the expansion or shift of a ditched enclosure for an earlier phase of the
settlement.

A flint and mortar wall discovered 20m to the south-east, within the excavation for a pond,
contained brick pieces of probable recent origin. This wall is likely to be part of a landscape
feature of 19th or early 20th century date.

A single Early Saxon pottery sherd indicates activity of this period to the south of the Hall, a
similar aged feature was located on St Peter’s Road to the south-east. Late Saxon settlement
evidence has been discovered to the east of the Hall (CAC 030) and now medieval deposits have
been located to it’s immediate west, indicating that the present structure is likely to be over the
medieval and Saxon manorial centre.

2. Introduction
The planning permission granted for the extension to Carlton Hall was conditional upon
archaeological monitoring visits made during the excavation of the footing trenches (see
Appendix 1: Brief and Specification for Archaeological Monitoring of Development).

Carlton Hall is recorded in the Sites and Monuments Record as CAC 004 and is a structure of
predominately late post-medieval and modern build (Georgian and Victorian) and is indicated in
its present location on the Hodgkinson map of Suffolk of 1783. A manor at Carlton Colville is
recorded in the Domesday Book, whose centre could be at the same location as the present
building. If this was the case, a Late Saxon manorial complex on this spot is possible. Evidence
for Late Saxon occupation is known from excavations 90m to the east (CAC 030) and the
medieval church is 120m to the south, so the Hall is likely to be within the early core of the
village. An Early Saxon pit was recorded close to St Peter’s Road to the south-east (CAC 030)
and a cluster of features to the north-west of the site (CAC 032) were undated (see Figure 1).



Figure 1: Location of the monitoring area and nearby locations of Saxon and medieval interest

Four visits were made between 18th September and the 18th November 2003. During the initial
visit 60% of the site was stripped of topsoil, which revealed no archaeological finds or features.
Visits on the 26th and the 30th September were made to observe open footing trenches to the
north and east of the site. The trenches in the south-west corner were not seen, but this was an
area of considerable disturbance due to the removal of a large tree stump and other modern
interventions. The last visit was made after the site owner, Mr Baxter, had alerted the
Archaeological Service to the discovery of a flint wall.  This wall was revealed in the side of an
excavation for a new pond to the south of the Hall.

3. Results
All archaeological deposits, finds and features were assigned individual numbers (0001 to 0051).
Context numbers for ditches and pits are written within square brackets (e.g. ditch [0008]) as are
numbers for the wall [0050] and for the cistern [0018]. Numbers for layers, fills and finds are
written without brackets (e.g. 0002 is a topsoil layer, 0009 is the fill of [0008], 0051 are the finds
associated with wall [0050]). Each context or related group of contexts will be discussed in
numerical order.

Contexts 0001 to 0027 are associated with the extension to the west of Carlton Hall, contexts
0040 to 0051 are associated with the flint and mortar wall revealed c.20m to the south-east of the
Hall (see figure 2).

Finds 0001
This number was reserved for unstratified finds, eg finds from the spoil without a context. No
finds were collected under 0001.



Topsoil 0002
A deposit of up to 400mm thickness and containing a considerable amount of demolition rubble
in places.

Subsoil 0003
A deposit of 200mm thickness consisting of mid brown silty clay. Features [0004], [0006],
[0012] and [0014] were observed cutting this layer.

Figure 2: Plan showing features of archaeological interest

Ditch [0004] and fill 0005
A north-north-west to south-south-east running ditch of up to 2m width and depth of 600mm
under the topsoil 0002. The fill consisted of mid grey brown sandy clay with moderate charcoal
flecks and chalk crumbs and contained medieval pottery sherds. This feature is likely to be the
continuation of 0014 on the same alignment. Ditch [0004] cut the fill of, and is thus later than,
the underlying pit [0006].

Pit [0006] and fill 0007
A highly truncated pit cut by the ditch [0004] with a diameter of at least 600mm and extending
to below the level of the footing trench (e.g. c.1m depth). The fill was mid to dark grey sandy
clay with frequent charcoal flecks. No finds were recovered from this feature.

Ditch [0008] and fill 0009
Another north-north-west to south-south-east running ditch parallel to [0004], with a width of
c.1m and a depth of 400mm. The fill was dark grey-brown sandy clay with frequent charcoal



flecks and moderate oyster shell fragments. No pottery or other dating evidence was recovered
from this feature.

Pit [0010] and fill 0011
Revealed in section in the north-west corner of the site, this was a large pit with a diameter of at
least 2.5m and a depth of 900mm. Fill 0011 was mid brown sandy clay with moderate to
frequent charcoal flecks. A piece of lava quernstone was recovered from this feature and is of
probable medieval date.

Feature [0012] and fill 0013
A possible ditch or pit, this feature was 1.4m wide and over 600mm deep before disappearing
beneath the base of the trench. The fill consisted of mixed dark grey and mid brown sandy clay
with localised concentrations of abundant charcoal and chalk fragments. Two sherds of medieval
pottery were recovered from fill 0013.

Ditch [0014] and fill 0015
This ditch is probably the continuation of ditch [0004] – see description above.

Ditch [0016] and fill 0017
A north-east to south-west running ditch with a width of c.1m and depth of 600mm. The fill was
dark brown loamy sandy clay and was of probable modern origin.

Cistern [0018] and fill 0019
A brick-corbelled and lined rainwater cistern, backfilled with rubble. Of probable 19th century
date.

Pit [0020] and fill 0021
Partly revealed within the footing trench, a pit of at least 1.3m diameter and a depth of 600+mm
(e.g. deeper than the footing trench). The fill was mid to dark brown sandy clay with abundant
mortar crumbs. No finds were recovered from this feature.

Feature [0022] and fill 0023
Pit or possible ditch with a width of 1.7m and a depth of 600+mm. The fill was mid brown sandy
clay with moderate charcoal and mortar flecks. No finds were recovered from this feature.

Feature [0024] and fill 0025
A shallow possible ditch with a width of c.1m and a depth of 300mm. The fill was mid brown
clay sand, with moderate chalk and charcoal flecks and contained a pot sherd of medieval date.

Feature [0026] and fill 0027
A pit or other feature with a width of c.1.2m and depth of c.800mm. The fill was mid brown clay
sand with moderate charcoal, chalk and mortar flecks. No finds were recovered from this feature.

A large area of modern disturbance, appearing to run north-east to south-west with the new
central footing trench (see figure 2), could have been the grubbed out footings for an earlier
phase or extension to the hall.



The following contexts were recorded from the side of an excavation for a new pond c.20m to
the south-east of Carlton Hall.

Topsoil 0040 and 0041
The stepped side of the new pond revealed a very deep topsoil with 300mm above the step
(0040) and 200mm below (0041). This depth of dark humic loam is probably the consequence of
landscaping or the filling in of an earlier hollow.

Wall cut [0042] and fills 0043 and 0044
A probable footing trench, cut obliquely by the side of the pond excavation, for wall [0050]. This
trench had two distinct fills with the lower, 0044, being mid to dark sandy clay with occasional
to moderate small lumps of orange clay. The upper fill, 0043, was friable mid orange brown
sandy clay with abundant small stones, brick and tile crumbs and burnt clay pieces (see Figure
3).

Figure 3: Drawn section of wall [0050] and surrounding deposits

Layer 0045
Pale to mid brown sandy clay. This layer could represent a deep subsoil layer or could be the top
of the natural clay deposits.

Wall [0050] and associated finds 0051 (see figures 3 and 4).
A flint and mortar wall with occasional brick fragments. This wall stood to a height of c.450mm
and a length of just over 1m was revealed in the side of the new pond. No obvious courses of
stone could be detected, although large stones placed at the west end indicate this might have
been an actual terminal for the wall. Most of the stone was covered in mortar and it is likely that
this is an exposed section of wall footing, the stone and mortar being cast within the trench
[0042]. A piece of associated brick from the wall is of probable modern date (0051). A piece of
pottery recovered from the vicinity of the wall was of possible Early Saxon date.



Figure 4: Photograph of wall [0050] looking north-west

4. The Finds
Sue Anderson, October 2003, Revised December 2003.

Introduction
Finds were collected from four contexts, as shown in the table below.

OP Pottery CBM Mortar Lava quern Shell Spotdate
No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g

0005 4 44 1 11 13th-14th c.
0011 1 315 Med?
0013 2 7 12th-14th c.
0025 1 4 12th-14th c.
0051 1 1 1 46 1 14 Modern
Total 8 56 1 46 1 14 1 315 1 11

Pottery
Four sherds from a single vessel in a fine sandy fabric were recovered from 0005. These were
probably medieval coarseware, but could be a late medieval fabric.  Two sherds of a vessel with
bright orange oxidised surfaces, again in a relatively fine fabric, were collected from 0013 and
again were probably medieval.  One other medieval coarseware body sherd was found in 0025.
One small sherd of black sandy pottery was found in 0051 and could be Early Saxon.



Building materials
One fragment of fine sandy brick of modern date and a fragment of post-medieval lime mortar
were collected from 0051.

Miscellaneous
One piece of a quernstone in Rhenish lava was found in 0011.  It was a full-thickness fragment
and measured 41mm thick.  The upper surface was pecked and the grinding surface was worn
smooth.  It is likely to be medieval.

One fragment of oyster shell was collected from 0005.

Discussion
This finds assemblage is largely of high medieval date, but is too small to provide any insight
into the use of the land at this period.  A single sherd of possible Early Saxon pottery may be
evidence of activity at this period.

5. Conclusions
The discovery of medieval features in the vicinity of Carlton Hall shows that this was the likely
location of an early settlement and that the present Hall could be located over the medieval and
possibly the Saxon manorial centre referred to in the Domesday Book. The pottery assemblage
indicates a high medieval date of the 12th to 14th century. The small number of finds recovered,
and their utilitarian and humble nature, gives no indication of the status of the Hall during the
medieval period (the presence of quernstone might indicate high status as milling was, in theory,
a controlled activity in the medieval period – John Newman pers. com.). Nor is there any
evidence for structural remains belonging to this period, although the central area of modern
disturbance running north-east to south-west within the new footing trench might be the grubbed
out footings of an earlier structure (see figure 2).

The parallel north-west to south-east running ditches, [0004 / 0014] and [0008], could represent
paired droveway ditches or the remains of a ditched enclosure. If features [0022] and [0024]
were also ditches on the same alignment, then these ditches could be indicating the westward or
eastward shift (or the expansion and contraction) of the enclosure for the earlier Hall. Pit [0010]
is to the west of the ditches, so it seems likely that at some point the enclosure for the Hall was
further west still, possibly under the present fence-line. It is interesting to note that the ditches
are on the same alignment as the present Hall.

The brick-lined cistern was probably built for the collection of rainwater and its location
designed to gather water run-off from the present Hall structure. Ditch [0016] is probably a
recent garden feature or previous service trench.

The area to the south-east of the Hall revealed a flint and mortar wall footing [0050]. This wall
also contained a small quantity of brick fragments, one of which was collected for analysis.
Despite hopes that this might be conclusive evidence for an earlier stone-built phase of the Hall
the brick fragment was shown to be of a modern fabric (see ‘The Finds’ above). It seems likely
therefore that the wall is the base of a garden feature of 19th or early 20th century date, the thick
accumulation of topsoil above it possibly indicating its function as terracing or retaining raised
beds.

The site owner, Mr Baxter, had also noted a flint and mortar wall and another area of large
mortared flints within a recently dug service trench for a BT cable. The wall appeared to be on a
slightly different alignment from the present Hall and from [0050]. These structural remains



could belong to earlier phases of the Hall, but are just as likely to be landscaping or garden
features.

The single sherd of Early Saxon pottery recovered from adjacent to wall [0050] points to
possible activity of this period in the area. A feature of a similar date was recovered from the St
Peter’s Road frontage to the south-east.

The Carlton Hall area has now shown evidence for Early Saxon to the south, Late Saxon to the
east and high medieval to the west. This indicates that this location is within the heart of the
early core of Carlton Colville and that the present Hall is likely to be over the medieval and Late
Saxon manorial centre.








