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The Granary,  
Wood Farmhouse, Crowfield,  

Suffolk  
 

(LBS 279642 TM 141 584) 
 

Historic Building Record 
 

This report provides a written and photographic record at English Heritage (2006) Level 3 of 
a traditional farm building; It has been prepared to a brief written by Suffolk County 
Council’s Archaeological Service (Edward Martin, 18th May 2010, ref. 
SpecHAA_EM__WoodFm_Crowfield_3666_10.pdf) and is intended to fulfil a condition of 
planning permission for conversion (Mid Suffolk District Council 3666/09, condition 2). The 
building was inspected previously by Phillip Aitkens on 27th July, 2009 and who has kindly 
allowed his notes to be used in this report.   
 

Introduction  
 
The report is accompanied by a CD containing a photographic record in the form of digital 
images (Appendix 1), but also includes 10 printed photographs of key features to illustrate the 
text (Appendix 2). Each image is described in a separate schedule and wherever possible 
includes a scale rod with half-metre divisions in red and white. The site was inspected on 20th 
May 2010.   
 

Summary 
 
Wood Farmhouse lies on the west edge of a former common pasture called Stonham Green. 
The farm was once part of a group of three known collectively as Wood Farms. The 
farmhouse is no longer at the centre of a farm and is separated from most of the buildings of 
the farmyard which now forms part of the neighbouring, small, industrial estate. The grade II 
listed farmhouse is based on a small 2-bay open hall and dates from the 15th century, behind 
the house is a 17th century 3 bay barn which is also listed. The Granary is situated just to the 
south of the farmhouse and is orientated gable end to the road with the doors, double 
width at ground level with a single door above, facing west into the farmyard. It is a 
timber-framed structure in two bays and the carpentry indicates that the first phase frame 
was constructed around the turn of the 18th century, however the building is not shown 
on the tithe map of 1840, suggesting that it was not erected on its present site until after 
this date. The original structure was modified when it was brought to the site during the 
mid 19th century with the insertion of a ceiling to create a first floor grain store over the 
stable or cartlodge. The first phase of the building is a traditional oak frame with the 
common studs pegged to the wall plate and trenched for slender plank-like windbraces. 
The principal framing members include open truss posts at the centre of the building 
mortised for arch braces which once ran up to a tiebeam that was removed to 
accommodate the inserted floor. The floor joists are made in machine-sawn softwood 
which are supported on clamps nailed to the studding and the south wall has been 
strengthened with the addition of softwood studs placed between each of the original 
uprights. The first floor was accessed by an external wooden staircase, which rose from the 
northwest corner of the building to a landing cantilevered over the cartlodge doors. The loft 
contains three grain bins at the east end; the walls and ceiling of the grain store are lathed and 
plastered on which are pencilled inventories of the produce stored in the loft. Granaries of this 
kind were once commonplace, but most have been stripped of their fixtures and fittings and 
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the grain bins at Wood Farm are among the best 19th century examples to survive in the 
region.  
 

 

N 
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Figure 1 

Current Ordnance Survey Site Plan  
The listed granary is highlighted within a red square with the 15th century grade II-

listed Wood Farmhouse situated just to the north. The property is divided on a line from 
the east end of the pond and the former yard is now converted to light industrial use. 

The listed 17th century barn makes up part of the bock of buildings numbered’ 2 
to7’and is now divided from the farmhouse and granary. 

 

 
Figure 2 

Hodskinson’s map of Suffolk map of 1825, which shows the pattern of occupation along 
the west edge of Stonham Green the position of Wood Farm house outlined in red. 
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Figure 3  

Detail of Crowfield tithe map of 1840 (Suffolk Record Office, Ipswich, FDA 77/A/1b), showing
 the recognisable t-shaped plan of the farmhouse, with the grade II-listed 3-bay barn,

 small outbuilding and pond to the rear (west). The barn has a projecting porch on the north 
side which opens out onto ‘Barn Field’.  Field nos. 108 is described as the Stack yard and Pightle. 

The Granary is conspicuously absent.  
 

 
Figure 4  

Crowfield tithe map of 1840 (SRO(I), FDA 77/A/1b), showing the extent of the 
                                                        48 acre Wood farm  
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Figure 5. First Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1885 

This map shows a slightly extended Wood Farmhouse. The farmyard has been 
developed into a planned farm with the addition of a complex of buildings grouped 

around the existing barn. The rounded structure at the west end of the barn is probably 
an engine shed for driving machinery. The small out building to the north west of the 

pond remains and is opposed by a new building on the south side of the farmyards west 
entrance. The Granary has been added to the south of the farmhouse.  

 

 
Figure 6 Second Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1904 

This map shows the buildings in more detail. Open-sided buildings such as cart lodges 
and shelter sheds are indicated by broken lines these include the small outbuilding on 
the west edge of the site which seems to have replaced the earlier building. The ground 
level of Field 282 higher than that of the adjacent yard and the hollow which now exists 

between the field and Granary is shown as a possible pond. 
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Historic Context: Documentary & Cartographic Record 
 
Wood Farmhouse lies on the west edge of a former common pasture called Stonham Green 
which was enclosed sometime between 1783 and 1837. The Farmhouse is no longer the 
centre of an arable farm and is separated from its former farmyard and associated barns which 
are now part of a small industrial estate known as ‘Wood Farm Business Centre’ and in 
separate ownership. The farmhouse is a Grade II-listed timber-framed structure under thatch 
dating from the 15th century. The listing describes the building’s origins as a 2-bay open hall 
of unusually small proportions said to retain its smoke-blackened roof; the house was 
remodelled in the early 17th century. 
 
The farm was once part of a group of three known collectively as Wood Farms on the 1st 
edition OS map of 1885; Crowfield was characterised as an area of mainly wood pasture in 
the 17th century (Thirsk) and the name is probably a reflection of this former environment. 
The land was owned by Sir William Middleton (baronet) who owned the manor of Crowfield, 
together with numerous others, from 1836. The tenant named on the tithe apportionment of 
1846  (FDA 77/A/1a) is Thomas Double and the farm was a modest holding of 48 acres, 2 
rods and 3 perches. With the introduction of the Corn Laws in 1815, cereal production 
intensified during the first half of the 19th century and the tithe apportionment shows that the 
farm was given over to almost entirely to arable at this time. Crowfields ‘smock’ windmill, a 
converted wind pump, was brought from Yarmouth to the village in about 1840 to service this 
production. White’s Directory of 1855 lists Thomas Double in partnership with a George 
Mayhew whose (?)son William Mayhew is listed as a miller and baker in the 1875 directory. 
 
The tithe map of 1840 shows that the farm buildings comprised the farmhouse, with a large 
barn and small outbuilding to the rear. The barn is shown with a projecting porch on the north 
side which opens out onto ‘Barn Field’. The listed building description describes the barn as 
in three bays with good quality framing with stout arch-braces and open trusses, arched wind-
braced close-studding with a wind-braced butt purlin roof and dates it to the early 17th 
century. This building is now part of a separate property and not inspected. Field no. 108 is 
described in the tithe apportionment as the Stack yard and Pightle and the Granary is 
conspicuously absent from the tithe records. 
 
The First Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1885 shows that the farmhouse has been 
extended and the farmyard developed into a planned farm with the addition of a complex of 
buildings grouped around the existing 17th century barn. This includes a rounded structure at 
the west end of the barn which may be an engine shed which would have contained a steam 
engine for driving milling machinery for either grain or animal feed. The buildings within the 
yard include open-sided shelter sheds for animals and machinery an indication of the return to 
mixed farming after the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, although White’s Directory of 1855 
lists wheat, barley and beans still as the area’s principle crops. The Granary building was 
erected on its site between 1840 and 1885 imported as a complete framed-building from 
outside the farm and modified to fulfil its function as a granary and stable/ implement shed. 
 
Building Analysis  
 
Structure and Date 
The Granary at Wood Farm is a timber-framed structure in two bays which extends to 7m 
in length by 2.4m wide and rises to 2.75m at the eaves and 5.56m to the ridge. The 
building is orientated east-west, gable end to the road, facing west into the farmyard is a 
large entrance that once contained paired doors at ground level, with a single door above. 
The exterior of the building is clad with tarred weatherboard, of which three of the 
original wide boards remain on the north elevation, and is under a steep pitched pan-tiled 
roof. The frame is supported on a low brick-built wall on three sides with a ground level 
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sole plate at the base of the west gable wall. The building contains clear evidence of two 
phases of construction the latter phase including an upper floor inserted when it was 
converted to create a grain store; the original building was undivided. 
 
The carpentry of the first phase of the building is in traditional oak framing. The roof 
structure is quite complete with substantial principal rafters, tenoned and pegged collars 
and clasped purlins. Some of the common rafters are large and flat, others are set on edge 
and this may be an original arrangement. The north wall has common studding quite 
widely spaced (500mm centre –centre) and are on average about 120 x 70mm. The studs 
are pegged to the wall plate and trenched for windbraces which descend from the 
principal posts down to a convenient stud; these slender plank-like braces are of a type 
used in the 17th/early 18th century. The principal framing members include open truss 
posts at the centre of the building which have mortises for substantial arch braces that 
once ran up to a tiebeam which has been removed to accommodate the inserted floor 
positioned just below tiebeam level. Although the gable ends have been re-studded the 
size of the building appears to have been unaltered. The gable tiebeams and wallplates are 
in situ and these have pegged mortises for the original studding. The studding in the 
gables runs across the full width of the building and there is no evidence for doors or 
openings with the exception of a secondary mortise for a lintel in the south west corner 
post suggesting the location of an entrance here. The style of the carpentry indicates that 
the first phase frame was constructed in about 1700 plus or minus 50 years, but the map 
evidence suggest that it was not erected here until after 1840. The brick plinth wall which 
underpins the north and south sides of the building is of unequal heights, the bricks are 
laid broadly in Flemish bonds and the brick size vary but the common inclusion of 
frogged 2½″ bricks supports the mid 19th century date. The frame on the south side 
seems to be pegged to an original sole plate but this is very decayed. The east gable and 
the east half of the north side the sole plate has been replaced with a wall plate from a 
pre-19th century (possibly medieval) building and is dovetailed for a principle post and 
mortised for studs.  
 
The original frame was modified to its current layout with the addition of the grain loft 
floor and a large west doorway when the building was brought to site in the mid-19th 
century. The floor joists spanned the width of the building and were made in machine-
sawn elm (6″ x 3″ and c.350mm c to c) and are supported on clamps nailed to the 
studding. The south wall has been augmented with intermediate studs placed between 
each of the original uprights. These are also in sawn softwood and nailed in place, but no 
additional studs have been incorporated into the north wall. The east gable has been 
completely re-studded in softwood, the line of the studs are interrupted by diagonal braces 
which follows 19th century building practice. The base of the studwork is protected with 
wide unfinished boards secured by nails; the boards are taken from the edge of the trunk 
with their outer faces left in the round and would have prevented stabled animals from 
damaging the frame.  
 
The first floor is entered through a single door in the west gable. The door is off centre and 
was formerly accessed by an external wooden staircase, which rose from the northwest corner 
to a platform, which seems to have been cantilevered over the cartlodge doors. The 
cantilevered landing supports can be seen attached to the underside of the floor joists, the 
projecting landing supports together with handrails have been sawn off flush with the external 
face but their location can still be seen clearly. The granary door has a wooden cover for the 
original lock, a reminder of the valuable commodities it once contained and the need for 
security. The loft is floored with 6″ (15cm) wide pine boards and there are three conjoined 
grain bins at the east end. The bins are lined inside and out with pine boards nailed to a frame 
and the top rail smoothed to prevent the grain sacks from snagging. The sides are 2ft (0.6m) 

6



high and the bin volumes measure just over 1, 1½ and 2 cubic yards. The loft has been walled 
along the long sides about 0.4m in from where the rafters meet the wall plates so that the floor 
area is about 0.8m narrower than the floor below. On the ground floor ceiling, hardwood 
boards, two board’s width, are nailed to the underside of the joists near to the north and 
south walls to seal, from the underside, the void between the granary walls and eaves. The 
internal walls prevented birds and vermin from entering the granary through the open eaves as 
well as being a face against which to stack the sacks of grain. Within the area of the bins this 
has been done in lathe and plaster and outside the bins with tongue and groove boards. These 
wall lining are well finished to resist damage to stored sacks of corn. The roof between the 
rafters is also plastered and upon this are pencilled inventories of the movement of produce 
stored in the loft. Accounts of bushels of grain and (?units) of beans are described for the 
winter months of 1870 – 1872. High up under the apex is a series of pigeon holes for a loft 
and internal boxes within, these are later additions. 
 
Layout and Function 
It is difficult to be sure exactly how the original frame was used prior to its conversion in 
the mid 19th century. The trend for change can be seen as clearly on small farms like 
Wood Farm as much as on large redeveloped farms. Although it is listed as a 
granary/cartlodge, there is an interesting previous phase in which animals were housed, 
probably stabling for horses as the timbers, particularly on the north wall, have been worn 
in a characteristic way that we associate with straw bedding for animals, and there are 
archaeological traces for the fixing of a hayrack along this wall at an early stage, 
suggesting that there was a manger beneath. There was major reuse of secondhand 
timbers from demolished buildings and a remarkable tendency to adapt older buildings 
often beyond recognition, for a new purpose and this seems to be the case here with the 
wholesale import of a frame. This type of cartlodge is usually open at one or both ends 
but this was never the case here, suggesting that a different kind of implement may have 
been stored here and that there may have been a combined function of some sort. 
 
Many small farmsteads had a granary/cartlodge built within sight of the house in order 
that they could be watched over for security. The introduction of this building to the farm 
building is an illustration of an important change in agricultural practice which took place 
during the Napeolonic Wars, c.1800 –1815. During that short time a declining dairying 
industry was replaced by a much greater emphasis on grain production to feed the urban 
population of England. In practice, this meant the ploughing up of meadows, removal of 
hedges and the improvement of drainage. As far as buildings were concerned the changes 
were equally dramatic. Barns were enlarged and rebuilt, cartlodges were built for new 
farm equipment; and grain, instead of being stored in the house, was put in a secure 
special-purpose granary usually placed above the cartlodge.  
 
Historic Significance 
The historic interest of the granary at Wood Farm is the exceptionally well-preserved 
boarded grain bins on its upper storey; these remain completely intact and are among the 
finest examples of their type in the region; similar bins were recorded at the granary at 
Squirrells Farm, Great Bricett (Alston 2010). This, in conjunction with the inventories 
scribbled on the walls, provides an important record of agricultural practise at this time.  
Despite the frame being displaced from another unknown location it is likely to have been 
brought to the site specifically to construct the granary and as such represents a complete 
structure. It is a good example not only of a period granary but the resourcefulness and 
frugality of the builders, and the high value of a usable frame. The building is listed for its 
group value and it is important that the visual link with the farmhouse is maintained, 
however the recent alteration to the ground floor and the removal of evidence of how this 
space was used means that it probably would not fulfil the criteria for listing in its own 
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right.  However there are details worthy of preservation, such as the granary door with its 
ironmongery details, and the boarding surrounding it with evidence for the pigeon loft 
and the staircase. If possible, some of the large external boards should be kept and mixed 
with new boards to continue the appearance of the walls.  
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Figure 11. West gable end: 18th century framing shown at the top and with 19th 
century additions in red below 
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Figure 12. East gable: 18th century frame timbers shown in black with dotted lines 
where original timbers are missing. 19th century additions are shown in red, timbers 
shaded blue are re-used from a pre-19th century building 
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Appendix 2 (pp. 16-20): Selected Printed Photographs 

 
 

Illus. 1.   General view of site from the west showing the relationship between Wood 
farmhouse on right and the granary. 

 

 
 

Illus. 2. View from the east taken from the former farmyard. The roof of the farmhouse 
can been seen above the fence, which now divides the former farm, with the granary on 

the right and pond in the foreground (right). The cars in the are parked in front of 
former farm out-buildings, added to the 17th century barn in the 19th century. The 

barn is situated south of the fence line 
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Illus. 3.  Interior of the north elevation showing the early 18th century framing. The 

studs have been shortened and sit on replacement soleplates and a 19th century 
brick plinth. The soleplate beyond the central truss is a reused wall plate from an 

earlier building and shows traditional redundant carpentry joints.  
 
 

 

 
 

Illus. 4.  Exterior of granary from the south showing the original 18th century frame 
strengthened with intermediate (slender) studs. The horizontal clamp and the joist 

ends of the inserted floor can be seen just below the roof line.   
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Illus. 5.  Interior of the south elevation showing mix of 18th and 19th century 

framing protected along the base with a skirting of rough hewn plank, left in the half 
round. The plinth wall is shorter than that on the north side and the sole plate is 

contemporary with the earliest phase of the frame.   
 

 
Illus. 6.  Grain loft with original 19th century grain bins. The sides of the loft are 

walled with tongue and grooved boards outside the bins and lathe and plaster inside 
to prevent damage to the sacks; the ceiling is also plaster. The gable ends are sealed 

to prevent vermin entering the loft.   
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.  
Illus. 7.  Two of the inventories of beans and bushels of wheat stored in the loft 

written on the ceiling dated 1870 and 1872. 
   

 
Illus. 8.  Exterior of granary from the west. The granary loft was accessed from 

external stairs rising in front of the building from the left.  A mortise in the lintel 
over the double door suggests that this may have been widened at a later date.   
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Illus.9. Exterior of granary door showing holes for handrails either side of the door 

and the original wooden lock cover. The landing for the external stair was supported 
on cantilevered timbers attached to the underside of the joists (right) now cut off 
flush with the west face. At the top of the gable are the holes for the pigeon loft 

added when the building was no longer used to store grain along with the circular 
‘cat-flap’ at the base of the door    

 

 
Illus. 10.  Exterior of granary from the north showing mix of narrow replacement 

and the original wide cut boards.   
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