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Summary 
This report presents the evidence from an archaeological evaluation and 

excavation on land to the south of Sparrowhawk Road, Holton, Suffolk. It 

provides a quantification and assessment of the site archive and considers the 

potential of the archive to answer specific research questions. The 

significance of the data is assessed and recommendations for dissemination 

of the results of the fieldwork are made.  It is recommended that some further 

structural analysis in the form of documentary research is needed.  Analysis is 

required on the prehistoric pottery and animal bone, and conservation of some 

of the metal finds is needed.  Also, a sample of charcoal from a votive deposit 

should be submitted for radiocarbon dating.  This post-excavation assessment 

should be made available through the OASIS archaeological database as a 

‘grey literature’ report.   

 

The site is located in an area of glacial till deposited during the Anglian 

Glaciation, represented here by a deposit chalky and flint filled boulder clay. 

The natural geology sloped away to the southeast from a high point of 

33.955m above Ordnance Datum (AOD) to 32.16m AOD in excavation area 

A, and 33.457m AOD to 29.804m AOD in excavation area B.  

 

A single horizon of worked soil containing cultural material overlay the natural 

geology, and was capped by the modern agricultural plough-soil.  The 

archaeological cut features that make up the bulk of the human activity on the 

site were sealed by the worked soil horizon, and were excavated from the top 

of the natural geology. 

 

The earliest activity on the site for which we have evidence was in the Iron 

Age.  The majority of this appears to be dated to the Middle Iron Age, however 

a series of widely spaced parallel ditches and two pits may date to the early 

Iron Age.  A complete pot, probably a votive deposit placed at the base of a 

large pit, is the earliest datable find, possibly from the Late Bronze Age, 

however finds from the upper fills of the feature indicate an Iron Age date of 

deposition.   
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In the Middle Iron Age a number of field boundary ditches or enclosures were 

dug.  The main feature of this phase was a large entrance to an enclosure that 

included possible gate elements.  Also dating to this phase were two or three 

round-houses, the best preserved of which was of typical Middle Iron Age 

form.  The chronology of the round-houses with respect to the enclosure is 

unclear.  The houses may pre-date the enclosure as free standing domestic 

dwellings and associated huts; or they may be contemporaneous, in which 

case they may form part of a ‘gatehouse’ structure. 

 

In the early Roman period in the 1st to Early 2nd Century AD, some of the 

enclosure ditches were re-dug, and new elements were added.  A distinct 

area for rubbish disposal within pits came into use along the eastern edge of 

the site.  The disposal of rubbish continued in this area in the Later Roman 

period through the second and third centuries AD, and a track-way and 

associated ditch were created across the site. 

 

The final phase of activity dates to the late post-medieval period, in the 17th to 

19th century, with field boundary ditches dug across parts of the site.  One of 

these contained the remains of a demolished late medieval building, however 

this building was not present in the excavation areas.  The ditches were 

elements of the 19th century Upper Holton Farm, and are depicted on historic 

maps.  The site was in agricultural usage and there is evidence for attempts to 

improve the land by the addition of land drains at this time. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site location 

An archaeological trial trench evaluation and subsequent excavation took 

place on land to the South of Sparrowhawk Road, Holton. The site is on the 

northern edge of the town of Halesworth at Ordnance Survey National Grid 

Reference TM 397 789 and encompasses an area of approximately  5.293 

hectares, of which 1028m2  and 2446m2 was excavated over two areas.  The 

site was bounded to the north by Sparrowhawk Road and to the east largely 

by the buildings and associated paddocks for Upper Holton Farm.  To the 

southwest and west was a ditched field boundary that separated the site from 

agricultural fields (Fig. 1). 
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Figure 1.  Site location, showing development area (red) 
and excavation areas (purple).
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1.2 The scope of the project 

This report was commissioned by Daniel Connal Partnership and produced by 

the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Field Team.  It has been 

prepared in accordance with the relevant Written Scheme of Investigation

which was verbally approved by Dr. Jess Tipper.  It is consistent 

with the principles of Management of Archaeological Projects 2 (MAP2), 

notably Appendices 4 and 5 (English Heritage, 1991). The principal aims of 

the project are as follows: 

 

• Summarise the results of the archaeological fieldwork 

 

• Quantify the site archive and review the post-excavation work that has 

been undertaken to date 

 

• Assess the potential of the site archive to answer research aims 

defined in the relevant Brief and Specification and additional research 

aims defined in this report 

 

• Assess the significance of the data in relation to the relevant Regional 

Research Framework (Brown & Glazebrook, 1997; & Glazebrook, 

2000)  

 

• Make recommendations for further analysis and dissemination of the 

results of the fieldwork 

1.3 Circumstances and dates of fieldwork 

The fieldwork was carried out by SCCAS, Field Team in response to an 

archaeological condition relating to planning permission for a comercial 

development (Application number: DC/08/1249/FUL). Specifically, the 

proposed development includes the construction of 4 industrial units, 

associated car parking, and landscaping.  Prior to the archaeological fieldwork 

the site formed part of Upper Holton Farm and was occupied by open pasture. 
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Trial trenching was carried out from the 7th to 19th September 2009 in 

accordance with a Brief & Specification issued by the SCCAS, Conservation 

Team.  Fortythree trenches were excavated using a 360˚ mechanical 

excavator fitted with a 1.5m wide flat-bladed ditching bucket.  These varied 

between 15.5m and 30m in length and covered 0.205 hectares, or a 3.64% 

sample of the site.  The revealed archaeological features included a number 

of prehistoric, Roman and post-medieval features, including boundary ditches, 

pits and post-holes, a sample of which was excavated by hand.  The results of 

this evaluation were documented in SCCAS Report 2009/260 (Stirk, 2009).  

 

The positive results of the evaluation resulted in a requirement for further 

mitigation work, for which a Written Scheme of Investigation was produced, 

which was agreed by Dr. Jess Tipper of the SCCASConservation Team.

The excavation was undertaken by SCCAS Field Team between the dates

4th January and 10th February 2010 in adverse weather conditions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 1. General working shot 

Area A. Facing SW  
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Two areas of the site encompassing 1028 sq. metres and 2446 sq. metres 

were excavated down to the natural subsoil by a 360  mechanical excavator 

using a 1.5m wide ditching bucket.  A number of archaeological features such 

as ditches, pits and post-holes were revealed, that were cutting the geological 

natural.  A minimum of 10% of the length of linear features and at least 50% of 

discrete features was excavated by hand.  All observed deposits were 

allocated unique context numbers and recorded on pro forma recording 

sheets following guidelines set out by SCC Archaeological Service (SCCAS, 

2002).  All archaeological deposits were also drawn in plan at 1:20 scale and 

in section at 1:10 or 1:20 scale.  A full photographic record was made, 

including digital photographs and black and white prints.  Many deposits were 

sampled for environmental analysis. A SCCAS surveyor used a GPS system 

to map the area of excavation, and to relate the drawn plans and sections to 

the National Grid.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 2. General working shot 

Area B. Facing SW  
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2 Topographic, archaeological and historical 
background 
2.1 Topography 

The site is located in an area of glacial till deposited during the Anglian 

Glaciation, represented here by a chalky and flint-filled boulder clay deposit. 

The natural geology sloped away to the southeast from a high point of 

33.955m above ordnance datum (AOD) to 32.16m AOD in excavation area A, 

and 33.457m AOD to 29.804m AOD in excavation area B.  

 

Layers of subsoil and topsoil with a combined thickness of up to 0.44m to 

0.48m overlay the natural geology. The site is on unevenly sloping ground 

with a high point to the north of the excavation areas at 35.50m AOD and a 

low to the south at 26.53m AOD.   

 

2.2 Archaeology 

The site is located to the north of the town of Halesworth and northwest of the 

village of Holton.  Little archaeological work has been undertaken nearby.  

There are two entries in the Historic Environment Record (HER) in the vicinity 

of the site.  The Roman route between Ilketshall St. John and Spexhall is 

thought to run about 310m to the west of the development site (HER No. ISL 

007).  Also, Halesworth Airfield (HLN 007) was located immediately to the 

northeast and east of the development site.   

 

Two sites in the wider vicinity are of note, as they revealed settlements of Iron 

Age and Roman date, similar to those found during the evaluation phase.  The 

first of these was located approximately 1.5km to the north of the development 

site at TM 3980 8065.  There drainage works revealed evidence for Iron Age 

and Romano British settlement as well as a variety of finds commonly known 

as the Westfield Terret Hoard.  This included a Roman coin and pottery (HER 

No. WHL 006) and a hoard of Iron Age enamelled horse trappings (HER No.  

WHL 007).  
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The second site was further away, approximately 2.5km to the SW on the 

edge of Halesworth, (HER No. HWT 019) but was investigated 

archaeologically.  There, a multi-period site including a possible Iron Age 

burnt mound and a Roman field system and burial was recorded by Suffolk 

County Council Archaeology Service in 1999 and 2000 (Meredith, 2000).  The 

site was thought to lie adjacent to a prestigious Roman building, (listed as 

HER No. HWT 003 and 004).  These demonstrate that the Iron Age and 

Romano-British remains on the development site do not exist in isolation, and 

that they are part of a relatively intensively occupied landscape. 

 

2.3 History 

Examination of historic maps reveals little about the development site.  The 

Hodskinson map of 1783 locates the development site well outside the built 

up areas of Halesworth and Holton.  Later Ordnance Survey maps dating to 

the1880’s, 1890’s, and 1920’s depict the site as fields, presumably attached to 

the adjoining Upper Holton Farm.  The only feature depicted on the plans, that 

is no longer evident on the ground, is a field boundary comprising a tree-lined 

ditch and adjacent track, that runs from the site entrance to the southern edge 

of the site.   

 

The northern enclosure of the site is shown to be part of the airfield site.  The 

airfield was constructed in 1942 and began operations in July 1943.  The 

airfield was occupied by a variety of American squadrons before it was taken 

over by the Royal Navy in 1945, when it became HMS Sparrowhawk, and the 

modern road bounding the site to the north retains this name.  An aerial 

photograph dated 1945 shows airfield buildings and related surfaces in the 

northern enclosure, part of which survives as a concrete raft at the site 

entrance.   
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3 Original research aims 

The original research aims of the project, as defined in the Brief and 

Specification for Archaeological Evaluation (Tipper, 2008), were as follows: 

 

OR1: Establish whether any archaeological deposit exists in the area, with 

particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit 

preservation in situ. 

 

OR2: Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological 

deposit within the application area, together with its likely extent, localised 

depth and quality of preservation. 

 

OR3: Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence 

of masking colluvial/alluvial deposits. 

 

OR4: Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

 

The excavation phase of the project was undertaken with the same research 

aims, and additionally aimed to answer some questions posed by the results 

of the evaluation.  These were: 

 

Could the evaluation phase evidence of an Iron Age and Roman settlement in 

the vicinity be confirmed in an open area excavation that was focussed on the 

evaluation trenches with the highest feature density?  

 

If a settlement is on or near the site can its function be determined; specifically 

whether it had an agricultural or other function. 

 

Are there other phases of activity within the excavation areas that were not 

seen in the more limited evaluation phase? 

 

Is there continuity of land-use between the periods of activity identified during 

the evaluation phase; specifically the Iron-Age and Roman periods? 

11



4 Site sequence: results of the fieldwork 
4.1 Introduction 
The following is a summary of the results of the evaluation and subsequent 

excavation phases of fieldwork.  The individual contexts have been assigned 

to groups of related contexts (numbered G1001 to G1041) which are 

described in detail in Appendix 2.  The groups have been determined through 

a combination of stratigraphic analysis, with a specific emphasis on form and 

alignment, combined with analysis of the datable finds.  All significant groups 

are shown on Fig. 4 and 5.  Individual groups of features were then assigned 

to five broad chronological phases and shown on Fig. 8. 

 

4.2 Natural stratum and topography 
The natural geology (G1001) was a mixed deposit of light grey and orange 

brown clay with chalk and flint, and sandy clay.  The natural geology sloped 

away to the southeast from a high point of 33.955m above Ordnance Datum 

(AOD) to 32.16m AOD in excavation area A, and 33.457m AOD to 29.804m 

AOD in excavation area B.  

 

Overlying the natural geology across much of the site was a light orangy and 

yellowy brown subsoil deposit that was at most 0.16m thick. Over this was a 

dark grey brown clay loam topsoil and turf deposit (G1041).  
 

Not seen in the excavation areas, but present in the lower lying parts of the 

field, was a light orangy brown sandy clay hillwash deposit. 
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4.3 Phase 1 (Late Bronze Age to Middle Iron Age) 

(See Appendix 2 for detailed group descriptions) 

The earliest phase of activity on the site appears to be represented by three 

parallel ditches and two pits.  Two of the ditches were located in Excavation 

Area A, and shared a SW-NE alignment (G1003) (Fig. 4).  Part of a third ditch 

that was parallel with the (G1003) ditch was present in Excavation Area B 

(G1015) (Fig. 5 & Pl. 6).   

 

A small assemblage of flint-tempered prehistoric pot, struck flint and possible 

iron slag was recovered from the ditches along with a fragment of probably 

intrusive tile.  The pottery dates broadly from the Late Bronze Age to the 

Middle Iron Age, while the iron slag suggests that the ditches were infilled 

during the latter part of that date range. 

 

A single pit (G1013) was in line with the westernmost (G1003) ditch in 

Excavation Area A (Fig. 4 & Pl. 3).  The pit fills contained charcoal, which 

perhaps indicates that the pit was for domestic refuse disposal including 

hearth sweepings.  Flint-tempered pottery similar to that from the Phase 1 

ditches was recovered from the middle fills and a possible later Iron Age 

pottery sherd came from the top of the feature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 3. G1013 Pit facing SE 

(0.5m & 1m scales) 
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A large pit (G1014) was located near to the easternmost of the (G1003) 

ditches, in Excavation Area A (Fig. 4 & Pl. 4).  A probable placed votive 

deposit of a nearly complete flint-tempered jar is likely to date to the Late 

Bronze Age or Early Iron Age.  The upper fills of the pit produced flint-

tempered pottery, flint and fired clay, as well as sand-tempered pottery, which 

indicate a Middle Iron Age date of deposition.  This assemblage may indicate 

a long period of infilling of the pit, which is consistent with the size and depth 

of the feature.  Alternatively the pit may have been filled in the Middle Iron Age 

or later, and included the placing of a votive pot that was already ancient by 

this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Plate 4. G1014 Pit 
facing SW (2m scale) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 5. Complete pot in 

G1014 Pit facing SW
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4.4 Phase 2 (Middle to Late Iron Age) 

One of the Phase 1 ditches in Excavation Area A was cut by the corner of an 

enclosure ditch (G1002a) (Fig. 4).  The scale of these ditches is what Martin 

(1999) calls a field boundary ditch which is distinct from a larger ‘enclosure’ 

ditch that typically surrounds an enclosed settlement.  For simplicity’s sake the 

series of ditches will be referred to as an enclosure, with the proviso that it 

probably refers to a simple field boundary rather than a settlement enclosure.  

A further element of this ditch was probably seen in Evaluation Trench 20, to 

the north.  A small assemblage of flint-tempered prehistoric pottery was 

recovered from this ditch, which was similar to the pottery from the Phase 1 

features.  This enclosure ditch has therefore been assigned to Phase 2 on 

stratigraphic grounds rather than based on changes in the finds.   

 

Other elements of this enclosure were seen in Excavation Area B (Fig. 5), 

although the majority of the eastern and southern sides of the enclosure were 

truncated by Phase 3 ditches.  The three recorded sides of the (G1002a) 

enclosure surround an area measuring approximately 73m by over 55m. The 

eastern side of the enclosure extended further south than the western side, 

suggesting a second enclosure extending over 27m to the SW, but for 

simplicity’s sake this will be considered as the same enclosure.  The eastern 

side of the enclosure was dominated by a large entrance between two ditch 

terminals that were 18.9m apart (Pl. 6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 7. Phase 1 G1015 Ditch terminal 

cut by G1017 post-hole facing SW 
(1m scale) 

 

Plate 6. G1002a Ditch terminal 
facing SW (1m scale) 
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Potentially part of this entrance were two postholes; one each on either side of 

the entrance.  The post-holes (G1017) and (G1033), are similarly placed with 

respect to the (G1002a) ditch terminals and appear to be part of the entrance 

structure, possibly holding gates (Fig. 5 & Pl. 7). 

 

Also possibly part of a gate structure, based on their positioning relative to the 

ditch terminals and post-holes, were two pits (G1018) and (G1019) (Fig. 5 & 

Pl. 8).  These however, were relatively shallow and there is no indication that 

they held posts.  In fact, pit (G1019) contained enough fired and heat-affected 

clay that it seems likely that it was some form of hearth or oven, and an 

alternative interpretation is possible (see below).  An assemblage containing 

both flint and sand-tempered prehistoric pot was recovered from these 

features.  This indicates that they probably date from the Middle to later Iron 

Age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 8. G1019 Possible hearth 

facing SE (1m Scale)  

 

Two ring-ditches representing structures, (G1011) and (G1012) were also 

potentially part of the entrance, although the chronology is not clear (Fig. 5 & 

Pl. 9).  The (G1018) pit was cut by part of an intermittent ring-ditch gully 

(G1011) that curved up to the NW (Fig. 6).  This ring-ditch was in two parts, 

with a possible entrance to the structure to the south.  Also probably part of 

this structure were two intercutting features that were along the projected 

circumference of the ring-ditch to the NW.  The ring-ditch would have had a 

projected diameter of approximately 12m.  These features produced a 
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moderately sized assemblage of sand and flint-tempered pot, fired clay and 

struck flint, probably dating to the Middle to Later Iron Age. 

 

Mirroring structure (G1011) to the south, but lacking an entrance, was 

structure (G1012) that was composed of two ring-ditch gully segments (Fig. 6 

& Pl. 9).  An apparent entrance in the break between the segments is thought 

to be the result of plough truncation.  The projected diameter of the ring-ditch 

is slightly larger than (G1011) at 14m.  A small assemblage including both 

sand and flint-tempered pottery probably dates this structure to the Middle to 

Late Iron Age.  Both of these ring-ditches probably held wattle and daub 

structures, remnants of which were recovered as fired clay from the fills, as a 

clear structural slot was seen in the sections (Pl. 10).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 9. G1012 Round-house 

ring-ditch facing SW  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 10. G1012 Ring-ditch gully 

showing darker structural slot 
facing W (0.5m scale) 

Plate 11. G1012 Ring-ditch gully 
facing NE (0.5m scale) 
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Both structures were truncated by ploughing, and are therefore incomplete.  

Despite this it is notable that neither structure extended beyond the adjacent 

(G1002a) enclosure ditches, where a full circumference should extend.  This 

suggests that the structures may be contemporaneous with the adjacent 

ditches, and furthermore that the ditches may have held structural elements 

also.  This was not noticed during excavation of the ditches, but examination 

of the section through the southern (G1002a) ditch terminal reveals a 

secondary fill that may be the remnants of a structural slot (Pl. 6).   

 

This interpretation would suggest that the original gated entrance was 

improved by the addition of a simple gatehouse structure.  The resulting gap 

at the entrance was 4.8m, compared to 12m between the two possible gate-

posts.  What is notable though is the symmetry of both phases on either side 

of the central line of the enclosure entrance.  The placement of the gatehouse 

structures suggests that the interior of the enclosure lay to the west, while the 

outside of the enclosure is to the east.  The topography supports this 

interpretation, as the enclosure lies on the higher ground. 

 

A short segment of possible ring-ditch (G1020) located to the SE of the gate 

was assigned to Phase 2 based on its similarity to the other ring-ditches (Fig. 

5).  This feature was severely plough truncated and no finds were recovered, 

so it is of uncertain date.  It does however suggest that structures existed 

outside the (G1002a) enclosure. 

 

Two pits (G1016) and (G1021) located near the southern part of the gate also 

contained quantities of sand-tempered pottery, which dates them to the 

Middle or Late Iron Age (Fig. 6 & Pl. 12).  These are almost certainly rubbish 

pits judging by the quantity of pottery, animal bone and fired clay recovered 

from their fills.   This perhaps suggests that rubbish disposal was limited to the 

area outside the enclosure and gatehouse.  Not enough of the interior of the 

enclosure to the west was seen to confirm this however. 
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 Plate 12. G1021 Pit facing 
NE (0.5m & 1m Scales)  

Alternatively, it is possible that the ring-ditches constitute a different phase 

from the enclosure entrance and gate, and this alternative interpretation 

warrants some discussion.  Unfortunately, the finds from the respective 

features are similar and cannot contribute to distinguishing between phases or 

clarifying the chronology.  The matching axis of symmetry for both enclosure 

entrance and ring-ditches strongly suggests continuity between the two 

hypothetical phases.  In this alternate scenario therefore, the ring-ditch 

structures must pre-date the enclosure entrance, because the enclosure was 

re-cut on the same line in the early Roman period, and it seems unlikely that 

two enclosure phases could be separated by a phase of structures.  

 

In this scenario it seems likely that the (G1019) fired clay-filled pit may be a 

hearth within the southern ring-ditch structure.  Edward Martin (1999) 

describes the features typical in middle to later Iron Age round-houses in 

Suffolk.  Many of these features are present in the southern of the two 

possible round-houses.  For example, the ring-ditch probably represents the 

external wall, elements of which may be present in its fill as fired clay, and 

there are no internal post-holes.  According to Martin, round-houses in the 

early Iron Age were post-built before changing to annular or pennanular ring 

structures in the Middle Iron Age before reverting to post-built structures at the 

end of the Iron Age.  This supports a Middle to later Iron Age dating of this 

phase.  Also, the ring-ditch is partial, another common feature of Suffolk 
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roundhouses.  And finally, there is no porch structure, and pit (G1021) (Pl. 12) 
containing a large quantity of fine ware pottery of possible ritual significance, 

was found by the possible eastern entrance; both features of Suffolk round-

houses of this period (Martin, 1999).  Until and unless the pottery can be more 

precisely dated interpretation of these structures is problematic.  On balance it 

is probably more likely that the ring-ditches represent round-house dwellings 

that pre-date the gate, because the round-houses fit the known type whereas 

a gate-house has no known parallels.  What is clear however is that the space 

between the round-houses became an entrance to an enclosure, and so the 

phases are close together in time. 
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4.5 Phase 3 (Roman 1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 

Parts of the Phase 2 enclosure (G1002a) were re-excavated in Phase 3.  The 

northern part of the eastern enclosure ditch and the southern enclosure ditch 

were re-cut (G1002b) (Fig. 4 & 5).  A possible northern side to the enclosure 

was seen in Evaluation Trench 19 that would have enclosed an area 66m long 

(Fig. 8), while a post-hole in Trench 21 may be part of a gate to the western 

side of the enclosure (Fig. 8).  This post-hole was undated so is equally likely 

to be part of Phase 2.  This phase of the enclosure did not produce many 

finds, only two Roman pottery sherds and some intrusive post-medieval CBM.  

The ditches are thought to date to the early Roman period because there 

appears to be continuity with the Iron Age ditches.  Notably however, the 

Phase 2 gatehouse and southern part of the enclosure does not seem to be 

maintained in the early Roman period. 

 
To the east of the Phase 2 entrance, in Excavation Area B, was a SW-NE 

aligned ditch (G1004) (Fig. 5 & Pl. 13).  This was completely sealed by a later 

trackway, and was not seen in slots to the SW or NE, so was of limited extent.  

This ditch produced an assemblage of Roman finds, and has been assigned 

to this phase largely on stratigraphic grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Plate 13. G1004 Ditch overlain by 
G1005 trackway and G1008 ditch.  

Facing SW (2 x 2m Scales) 
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The remainder of the features attributed to this phase of activity were located 

in clusters to the SE of the (G1004) ditch.  One cluster was located along the 

planned SE excavation edge.  The excavation area was extended to reveal 

these features fully.  One of the earliest features in the cluster, both 

stratigraphically and based on the date of the finds was a large pit (G1026) 
(Fig. 5).  It produced a good assemblage of pottery and a copper alloy hair pin 

dating to the 1st or early 2nd Century AD, and was probably for domestic 

rubbish disposal.  Nearby were similar pits (G1022) and (G1035), both of 

which produced finds assemblages dating to the 1st and early 2nd century 

including a copper alloy hinged brooch, and these too were probably for 

rubbish disposal (Fig. 5). 

 

The (G1026) pit was cut by a much smaller pit (G1027) that contained most of 

a large pot (SF 1000) (Fig. 5 & Pl. 14).  The rim of the pot was missing, 

something that is probably attributable to plough damage.  The base of the pot 

was also missing, which is harder to explain.  This may be a ritual placed 

deposit, but a more practical interpretation seems likely, with the pot possibly 

used as some form of soak-away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 14. G1027 Pit with in-situ pot, 

facing NW (1m Scale) 
 

 

Beside this cluster of pits, to the SE was a ditch boundary (G1031) (Fig. 5).  

This ditch was SW-NE aligned and had a terminal at its SW end.  This ditch 

was notable in that it did not match any of the other linear alignments on the 
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site.  At the end of the (G1031) ditch was a post-hole (G1032) that was 

probably contemporaneous and may represent the position of a gate (Fig. 5).  

The pottery recovered from the ditch was not closely dated except for a single 

sherd which may be early Roman.  The post-hole produced only a struck flint. 

 

To the north of these features was a second cluster of features.  A large 

shallow pit (G1036) contained a single sherd of 1st century AD Roman pot 

(Fig. 5).  No other finds were recovered from the pit fill, so it is unlikely to be a 

rubbish pit.  No alternative interpretation is evident however.  Two similar pits 

(G1024) lay to the east of the (G1036) pit (Fig. 5).  The northern-most of the 

pits produced a small assemblage of 1st century AD pottery and other finds 

and was probably for rubbish disposal, while the other produced only a couple 

of struck flints.  The relationship between the pits was unclear, and it is 

possible that the southern pit dates to an earlier (prehistoric) phase than the 

other pits in the cluster.  Beside the (G1036) pit were two intercutting pits 

(G1029) (Fig. 5).  Three sherds of Roman pottery came from the fill of one of 

the pits.  They have been assigned to this phase largely by their association 

with the (G1036) pit.   

 

Slightly further afield to the SW and NW were three smaller pit features.  A 

small pit to the SW (G1034) produced no finds and was grouped with the 

other Early Roman features by physical association only (Fig. 5).  To the west 

of this was a similar small pit (G1025) (Fig. 5 & Pl. 15).  This feature produced 

a large assemblage of pottery and other finds that can be dated to the 1st or 

early 2nd century AD.  This pit was clearly for the disposal of domestic 

rubbish.   

 

A small pit or possible post-hole (G1030) was located to the NW of the main 

pit cluster (Fig. 5).  This feature produced only two sherds of non-specific 

Roman period pottery, and was assigned to this phase by association with the 

other pits.  Lastly, beside the (G1024) pits was a single post-hole (G1028) 
(Fig. 5).  No finds were recovered from the feature and it was assigned to this 

phase by physical association only.  No other post-holes were recorded in the 

vicinity so this does not seem to be part of a building.  The post-hole was 
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however near the edge of the excavation area, so it is possible that more 

post-holes, and the rest of a building, may lie to the east, outside the 

excavation area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 15. G1025 Pit facing W 

(0.5m Scale)  

4.6 Phase 4 (Roman 2nd to 3rd Century AD) 

Two pits in the central part of Excavation Area B were the earliest 

stratigraphic features assigned to this phase.  A large cess and rubbish pit 

(G1009) (Fig. 7 & Pl. 16) produced a large assemblage of pottery and other 

finds dating to the 2nd century AD onwards.  This pit was probably being 

infilled in the 2nd century, with the latest pottery types being limited to the 

upper-most fill.  This was cut by a shallower cess and rubbish pit to the west 

(G1010) (Fig. 7).  A much smaller assemblage of finds from this pit indicates 

that it was being infilled during the Late 2nd century or later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 16. G1009 Pit facing NE 
(1m & 2m Scales) 
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Amongst the Phase 3 pit cluster to the SE was a slightly later pit (G1023) (Fig. 

5).  The fills of this pit produced a finds assemblage that suggests that it was 

being infilled with rubbish from the 2nd entury onwards. 

 

The central part of Excavation Area B was dominated by a series of linear 

features that traversed the whole excavation area from NE to SW, a distance 

of 49m.  The earliest of these features was a NE-SW aligned ditch (G1006) 
(Fig. 5 & 7 & Pl. 17).  This fills of this ditch produced an assemblage of finds 

dating from the 2nd century AD onwards.  The ditch cuts the (G1010) pit, 

which means that it cannot be dated earlier than the Late 2nd century.  A 3rd 

century date for the silting up of the ditch therefore seems likely.  Once ditch 

(G1006) had silted up it was replaced by a similar ditch (G1008) (Fig. 5 & 7 & 

Pl. 17) that was similarly NE-SW aligned.  This ditch produced finds dating 

from the 1st to 3rd century AD, however the stratigraphic sequence indicates 

that it must date to the 3rd century or later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 17. G1006 & G1008 

Track-side ditches (1m Scale) 
 

 

Beside the (G1008) ditch to the NW, and parallel with it, was a shallow and 

wide linear feature that has been interpreted as a trackway (G1005) (Fig. 5 & 

7. Pl. 13, 18, & 19).  The feature is definitely not part of the underlying 

(G1004) ditch, as it extends well beyond that feature; varying between 2.15m 

and 3.68m in width.  It is notable that the base of the feature extends through 

the clay natural into the more solid flint and chalk-filled geology.  This may be 
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an effect of the movement of livestock and human traffic along the route, 

creating a ‘hollow-way’.  Alternatively, the route may have been excavated to 

reach the more solid geology and thus produce a more passable track 

surface.  This would seem to be a sensible measure in such clay-rich soil.  A 

large assemblage of finds including pottery types dating from the 2nd to 4th 

century AD was recovered from the feature.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plate 18. G1005 Trackway facing 

SW (1m Scale)  

 

The trackway was probably in use at the same time as the adjacent ditches 

(G1006) and (G1008) which were silting up in the 3rd century.  Finds were 

probably still accumulating in this hollow-way or trackway during the Late 3rd 

or 4th century as evidenced by a single pottery sherd of this date, however it 

is not clear whether the track was still in use at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 19. G1005 Trackway facing 
SW (2 x 2m Scales) 
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The final features assigned to this phase were done so purely because of their 

association with the track-side ditches (G1006) and (G1008) along the NE 

edge of Excavation Area B.  They were two post-holes (G1007) (Fig. 5) that 

cut the top of the (G1006) ditch and were similarly SW-NE aligned.  No 

datable finds were recovered from either post-hole. 

 

4.7 Phase 5 (Post-medieval 17th to 19th Century AD) 
The next phase of activity on the site was represented by two ditches.  One of 

these ditches (G1039) was within the northern part of Excavation Area B and 

was generally NW-SE aligned (Fig. 5).  The western end of the ditch curved 

around to the north and was cutting the northern extent of the Phase 4 track-

side ditches.  This ditch appeared to match up with slight earthworks in the 

adjacent wood to the north of Excavation Area B.  The ditch produced an 

assemblage of finds that probably dates its infilling to the 17th century.  It did 

also contain a number of late medieval floor bricks that suggest the demolition 

of a medieval building near to the site.  Nothing of medieval date was seen in 

the two excavation areas, and the most likely site for a medieval building is in 

the unevaluated wooded area to the NE; perhaps beneath the modern phase 

of Upper Holton Farm. 

 

A similar ditch (G1040) was seen in two of the evaluation trenches (Trenches 

11 and 12) (Fig. 8).  This was the remains of a SW-NE aligned ditch that is 

depicted on 19th Century Ordnance Survey maps.  The ditch appears to be 

along the route of a road or track leading to the rear entrance of Upper Holton 

Farm from the SW.  The ditch shares an alignment with a number of Phase 1 

prehistoric ditches, something that must be entirely coincidental. 

 

Also part of this phase of activity was a SW-NE aligned probable land drain 

(G1038) that was located in the eastern portion of Excavation Area B (Fig. 5).  

This was too narrow to be a ditch, and is likely to be the base of a land drain 

where the ceramic pipe was removed at some stage.  No drain was seen 

during excavation of the topsoil, but some post-medieval CBM recovered from 
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the fill may be part of the drain.  Fragments of the drain as well as a copper 

alloy button that dates from the 17th century or later were recovered from the 

feature.  This feature suggests that the land was in agricultural use by the late 

post-medieval period, something that was clearly the case by the late 19th 

century on the evidence of the maps of that period. 

 

A number of features dating to the 20th century and related to the nearby 

airfield were recorded during the evaluation phase.  This phase was 

discussed fully in the evaluation report (Stirk, 2009), and will not be further 

examined here, as nothing further was revealed by the excavation.  
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5 Quantification and assessment 
5.1 Post-excavation review 
The following post-excavation tasks have been completed: 

 

Task 01: Completion and checking of primary (paper) archive 

Task 02: Microsoft Access database of stratigraphic archive 

Task 03: Microsoft Access database of finds archive 

Task 03: Catalogue and archiving of photographic images 

Task 04: Contexts allocated to Groups 

Task 05: Group description/discussion text 

Task 06: GPS survey data converted to MapInfo tables 

Task 07: Plans digitised and integrated with GPS survey data 

Task 08: Processing, dating and assessment of finds 

Task 09: Processing and assessment of environmental samples 

5.2 Quantification of the stratigraphic archive (Evaluation archive in 
brackets) 

Type Number Format 
Context register sheets 6 + (7) A4 paper 
Context recording sheets 164 + (25) A4 paper 
Trench record sheets (43) A4 paper 
Environmental sample register sheets 2  A4 paper 
Environmental sample recording sheets 2+ (5) A4 paper 
Small find register sheets 1 A4 paper 
Drawing register sheets 4 + (1) A4 paper 
Drawing sheets 17 + (4) 297mm x 420mm film 
Photograph register sheets 10 + (4) A4 paper 
Digital images 208 + (69) 3008 x 2000 pixel .jpg  
Black & White print images. 102 Negatives 
Evaluation Report (2009/260) 1 A4 ring-bound 

Table 1.  Quantification of the stratigraphic archive 

 
5.3 Quantification and assessment: finds and environmental archive 
Stephen Benfield 
5.3.1 Introduction  
The total quantities of each of the finds types recovered from the site are set 

out in Table 2.  This includes the finds from the evaluation as well as the finds 

recovered during the excavation. These finds types are listed by context in 

Appendix 3. All of the finds from both the evaluation and the excavation are 
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reported here together by finds type. The significant archaeological finds date 

to the prehistoric period of the Late Bronze Age-Iron Age and the Roman 

period. Small quantities of finds of post-medieval date were also recovered.  

 
Find type No. Wt/g 
Pottery 1156 8233 
Ceramic building material (CBM) 46 5930 
Fired clay 335 1804 
Worked flint 27 164 
Burnt (heated) flint 12 287 
Burnt (heated) other stone types 16 747 
Animal bone 250 1176 
Burnt animal bone 14 10 
Clay pipe 1 7 
Iron (Fe) (not nails) 2 32 
Iron (Fe) nails 2 3 
Slag 1 46 
Charcoal 6 5 
Coal 6 7 

Table 2. Bulk finds quantities 
 

5.3.2 Pottery 
Introduction 

Pottery dated to the prehistoric (Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age & Iron Age), 

Roman and post-medieval periods was recovered. In total this amounts to 

some 1156 sherds with a combined weight of 8233g. The majority of the 

pottery is of Roman date, with significant quantities of prehistoric pottery and a 

few sherds of post-medieval date. All of this pottery is detailed by fabric for 

each context in Appendix 4. 

 

The pottery was quantified by number of sherds and weight; and for the 

Roman pottery also by EVE (estimated vessel equivalence). The prehistoric 

pottery was divided between broad fabric categories, based on the main 

visible inclusions (temper) in the fabric (flint & sand). The Roman and post-

Roman pottery was classified using the Suffolk (SCCAS) fabric types. Where 

possible the Roman pottery form types refer to the Suffolk Pakenham 

(abbreviated in the text as P) type series (unpublished). For samian ware the 

forms refer to the commonly used samian vessel form types following Webster 

(1996). Reference was also made to the Camulodunum (Cam) type series 

(Hawkes & Hull 1947 & Hull 1963) and to Evans (1991) for possible 

Horningsea Roman pottery industry form types. 
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Pottery by Period 
Prehistoric pottery 

The pottery that can be dated to the prehistoric period consists of flint-

tempered sherds and sand-tempered sherds. None of this pottery is 

decorated. The sand-tempered sherds account for some 63% of the total by 

number while the flint-tempered sherds account for about 60% by weight 

(Table 3). 

 
temper type code No. %No. Wt g % Wt g 
Hand made flint-tempered HMF 113 36.9 848 59.1 
Hand made sand-tempered HMS 193 63.1 587 40.9 
total  306 100 1435 100 

Table 3. Quantity and proportions of prehistoric fabric types recorded 

 

The earliest of the prehistoric pottery is represented by flint-tempered sherds 

(Fabric HMF). Flint-temper is incorporated into pottery from the Neolithic to 

the Iron Age so that close dating of undiagnostic body sherds based on fabric 

is difficult. However, there are a number of traits among the flint-tempered 

pottery which indicate that some at least dates to the period of the Late 

Bronze Age-Early Iron Age. However, as flint-temper remains in use through 

the Iron Age - although of diminishing importance - and sand-tempered 

pottery of Middle-Late Iron Age date was also recovered, overall a more 

general dating of Late Bronze Age-Iron Age is probably to be preferred. 

 

The contexts from which the flint-tempered pottery was recovered are mostly 

separate from that of the sand-tempered pottery suggesting a different and 

earlier date for the flint-tempered assemblage (see below). No decoration was 

recorded on any of the flint-tempered sherds, while a base sherd from context 

0473 is heavily gritted on the underside, which is a common trait of Late 

Bronze Age pottery.  A flint-tempered part pot, a jar with an off-set, upright 

rim, was recovered from the pit 0453 (0455) and this may represent a placed 

votive deposit. About 60% of the rim of the pot is present and there is a 

complete profile made up of from two large joining sherds. 
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The sand-tempered pottery (Fabric HMS) can be dated to the period of the 

Middle-Late Iron Age. Among the sherds from the pit, 0147 (0149) are an 

abraded, thick everted rim from one vessel and a slightly flared rim with a flat 

top from another. There is also a sherd from a well-formed base with a small 

footring. Some of the body sherds are quite thick (up to 11 mm) but at least 

one is from a much thinner walled vessel and is burnished. 

 

The quantities of the two broad fabric types (HMF & HMS) are shown by 

context in Table 4. 

 
context Fabric HMF Fabric HMS 

 No Wt/g No Wt/g 
0149   114 369 
0171 1 13   
0172 1 2   
0206 6 13   
0317   16 46 
0324   5 2 
0326   6 4 
0327   2 5 
0329 1 3   
0334 1 3 1 4 
0340   1 1 
0342   2 9 
0345   43 134 
0388 1 9 1 4 
0454 2 4   
0455 37 619   
0469 1 7   
0470   1 2 
0473 62 175 1 7 

Table 4. Quantity of prehistoric fabric types by context 

 

While there is some overlap in the occurrence of these two broad fabric 

groups it is noticeable that in general they are exclusive to different contexts 

(Table 4). This suggests that mostly they are of different date rather than part 

of one mixed assemblage including both flint- and sand-tempered pots. The 

largest quantities of flint-tempered prehistoric pottery (Fabric HMF) were 

recovered from the pit 0453, although this consists of sherds from a single 

pot, and from the context 0473. Otherwise, flint-tempered pottery is 

represented by only a few sherds in a number of contexts. The largest 

quantities of sand-tempered prehistoric pottery (Fabric HMS) were recovered 

from the pit 0147 (0149) and the gully 0344 (0345). 
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Roman pottery 
In total 846 sherds of Roman pottery, weighing a total of 6750g and with a 

total Eve of 9.2 were recovered (Table 5). The large quantities (by sherd 

count) with just over 100 sherds came from pit fills 0302 & 0350; and over 50 

sherds came from ditch fill 0355. Seventy sherds were recovered from pit fill 

0386 which were all part of one pot. 

 

The condition of the pottery overall is fair. However many sherds showed 

some abrasion of surfaces. This was particularly noticeable on some of the 

samian and on one samian sherd (0216) none of the original surface coating 

remained. This severe type of abrasion to the surfaces suggests that at least 

some is a product of corrosive soil conditions, although some samian pieces 

were in good condition (0302). Also, a mix of non-abraded sherds with sherds 

noted as abraded in some contexts more probably reflects residual material or 

different depositional histories. 

 
Fabric name Fabric No % No. Wt/g % Wt Eve % Eve 
Imported finewares        
Central Gaulish black-slipped 
wares 

CGBL 1 0.1 2 
0   

South Gaulish samian SASG 2 0.2 5 0.1   
Central Gaulish samian (Lezoux) SACG 10 1.2 75 1.1 0.26 2.8 
East Gaulish samian SAEG 11 1.3 234 3.5 1.29 14.0 

Total   24 2.8 316 4.7 1.55 16.8 
Imported coarsewares        
Amphora AA 2 0.2 92 1.4   
Local and regional finewares        
Colchester colour-coated wares COLC 2 0.2 2 0 0.07 0.8 
Grey fine wares GRF 1 0.1 1 0   

Total   3 0.3 3 0 0.07 0.8 
Local and regional coarsewares        
Black-surfaced wares BSW 239 28.3 1324 19.6 3.17 34.5 
Miscellaneous buff wares BUF 99 11.7 245 3.6   
Colchester buff ware mortaria COLBM 1 0.1 269 4.0 0.14 1.5 
Grey micaceous wares (black-
surfaced) 

GMB 18 2.1 251 
3.7 0.06 0.7 

Grey micaceous wares (grey-
surfaced) 

GMG 69 8.2 593 
8.8 1.15 12.5 

Miscellaneous sandy grey wares GX 361 42.7 3128 46.3 2.95 32.0 
?Horningsea grey wares HOG 19 2.2 208 3.1 0.11 1.2 
?Horningsea grey wares (black-
surfaced variant) 

HOGB 3 0.4 206 3.1   

Storage jar fabrics STOR 7 0.8 114 1.7   
Total   816 96.5 6338 93.9 7.58 82.4 

Late specialist wares        
Nene Valley colour-coated wares NVC 1 0.1 1 0   

All Roman pottery Total   846 99.9 6750 100 9.2 100 
Table 5. Roman fabric quantities 
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Imported fine wares are represented by samian and by a sherd of Central 

Gaulish Black slipped ware. 

 

There are two sherds of 1st century South Gaulish samian (SASG). One of 

these (0302) is of some significance as it is from a decorated bowl of form Dr 

29. This form appears to be relatively rare among finds assemblages from 

small rural sites in the early Roman period, although they do appear at larger 

settlements. Nine bowls of this form were recognised among the substantial 

samian assemblage from the large Romano-British settlement at Hacheston, 

Suffolk (Tester 2004, table 23). The sherd is from the lower decorative 

scheme, just above the footring. Although the form itself is current until c AD 

85 (Webster 1996, 74) the trailing plant design indicates a Claudio-Neronian 

date for this particular bowl.  

 

As appears to be usual among rural assemblages in Britain, the larger 

quantities of samian come from production centres in Central (SACG) and 

East Gaul (SAEG). Recorded Central Gaulish vessel forms consist of Dr 

18/31 or 31 plate/bowl or bowl (0350), Dr 33 cup (0215), Dr 38 flanged bowl 

(0215, 0350) and Walters 79 dish (0432). These can be generally dated to the 

2nd century, although the Dr 38 and Walters 79 forms are of mid-late 2nd 

century date. Identifiable East Gaulish forms comprise Dr 27 cup (0352), Dr 

31 bowl (0355), Dr 33 (0355) and Dr 38 (0355). The Dr 27 cup can be dated 

to the mid 2nd century while the other forms remain in production until the end 

of the industry in the mid 3rd century. The East Gaulish Dr 33 (0355) is a part 

pot, with probably about 75% or more of the vessel represented as two large 

joining sherds; although part of the rim and vessel wall (probably a single 

large sherd) is missing (total Eve 0.86%). There is no potter’s stamp. This pot 

may represent a placed deposit. However, the fact that one large piece is 

missing and that other broken pot sherds, including samian (some of which is 

quite abraded), come from the same context might also indicate either that it 

was a placed pot that had been disturbed from another context and discarded, 

or was simply discarded because it was broken. 
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The sherd of Central-Gaulish Black slipped ware (CGBL), which is abraded, is 

from a barbotine decorated beaker, (0339). The fabric of Central Gaulish 

Black slipped ware is micaceous and commonly pink to red in colour, although 

the fabric of this particular sherd is a beige colour (Richardson 1986, 116). 

The vessel from which this sherd came would have been current in the period 

c AD 150 until the early 3rd century (Tyers 1996, 138). 

 

Other imported pottery consists of two sherds of Dressel 20 oil amphora 

(0147). 

 

A small quantity of pottery can be identified as regional imports from 

Colchester. There are two sherds of the relatively common colour-coated 

products (COLC) of the 2nd-3rd century (0350, 0352), one of which (0352) is 

from a cornice rim beaker of form P3.6.2/4 (Cam 391) which is current until 

the late 2nd or early 3rd century (Symonds & Wade 1999, 485) Also, there is 

a spout from a mortaria, possibly of form Cam 195A (0315) which is gritted 

across the rim and is probably of Neronian-Flavian date.  

 

The majority of the pottery consists of local or regional coarse wares, of which 

Black Surface Wares (BSW) and Sandy Grey Wares (GX) make up by far the 

majority of the total (Table 5). Identified numbered form types are shouldered 

jars P4.1 (dated 1st-early 2nd century) in Fabric BSW (0352) & Fabric GX 

(0350); P4.13b jar/beaker with simple everted rim (dated 1st-early 2nd 

century); Fabric GX (0430); carinated shoulder cordoned bowls P5.1 (dated 

1st-early 2nd century) in Fabric BSW (0302); P5.4 (Cam 299) wide mouthed 

bowl with girth groove, dated mid 2nd-4th century (Symonds & Wade 481) in 

Fabric BSW (0339); P5.9 wide mouthed bowl with inturned rim in Fabric GMG 

(0339, 0350); P6.17.1 flanged rim bowl (dated mid 3rd-4th century, Going 

1987, B6.1/1) in Fabric GX (0350); P6.18 bead-rim dish (dated mid 2nd-3rd 

century) in Fabric BSW (0350); P6.19 (dated 2nd-4th century) in Fabric BSW 

(0350); P6.21 dish/bowl with inturned rim (dated 1st-early 2nd century) in 

Fabric BSW (0302) & Fabric GMG (0303). 
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Most of the body of a large pottery jar in coarse grey ware (Fabric GX) was 

recovered from 0386 (70 sherds weighing 1166g). The pot body had been 

placed in an upright position in a small pit or cut and was still in position when 

excavated, although soil pressure had cracked the body shell so that it 

separated into sherds. No sherds from the rim or base are present and given 

that the pot had been placed in an upright position, the base must either have 

broken away or been removed and the pot body shell set this way 

deliberately. 

 

Individual Roman pottery vessels set into the ground are occasionally 

encountered, although the interpretation of the purpose or use of such a 

setting, if discussed in reports, often depends on the context. Leaving aside 

clearly votive pots, there are a number of vessels which because of size or 

location appear to have been set for a practical purpose. These pots are often 

larger vessels such as storage jars or round bodied (Dressel 20) amphorae 

(Symonds & Cunningham 1984, fiche fig 206). Whole pots set into the floors 

of pottery workshops are presumed to have contained water for use in the 

potting process (Swan 1984, 46); however, other settings of vessels are more 

enigmatic in purpose. A whole vessel (with a bowl forming a lid) was found set 

into the floor of a room of the villa at Northchurch, Hertfordshire. This has a 

number of holes made through the base for drainage and was variously 

conjectured by the excavator as being for storage, a receptacle for libations, 

or even a pissoir (Neal, D 1974-76, 46 & fig XXVII no.158). 

 

Of examples of pots which appear to have been set into the ground for a 

practical (non votive) purpose it seems almost invariable that they retain their 

base, even if in some cases this is punctured to allow drainage. Rather 

unusually, the pot here had been placed into the pit as a body shell with no 

base and, as such, is not easily paralleled. The purpose was clearly to keep a 

small area within the ground open and accessible. The most obvious 

explanation would be either to allow liquid to drain away or possibly to allow 

the pit to fill with natural ground water as a water source. 
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Of interest are a small number of sherds (twenty-two in total) which, based on 

their surface appearance and fabric, might be Horningsea ware, Fabric HOG 

(19 sherds) & Fabric HOGB (3 sherds). These were recovered from contexts 

0350, 0352, 0355, & 0375. Only one possible form type was identified, a rim 

(0375) which approximates to Evans Types 10-11 - storage jars with beaded 

rim. However, this particular identification is not conclusively a Horningsea 

product and Holton probably lies outside of the main distribution of the pottery. 

Horningsea Ware was produced just to the north of Cambridge and its wider 

distribution, away from the area local to the kilns, can be dated generally to 

the period of the mid 2nd-mid 4th century (Evans 1991, 38). The full 

distribution pattern of this pottery is not known, but the distinctive cordoned 

rimmed jars produced by this industry are mainly found in the Fenland area, 

although are known to extend into North Essex and west as far as 

Godmanchester (Evans 1991, 37). 

 

Late Roman specialist wares are represented by only a single sherd of Nene 

Valley Colour-Coated ware (0355) which probably dates to the late 3rd -4th 

century, but could date from a little earlier. 

 

In terms of dating the majority of the closely datable pottery is early and mid 

Roman. Of note is a small group of pottery (153 sherds weighing 857g) from 

the pit 0304 (0302, 0303) which can be dated to the 1st-early 2nd century. 

The earliest closely dated pot is a decorated samian bowl of a form which is 

not current after c AD 85 and which is probably of Claudio-Neronian date. 

There are only a few sherds which are in Late Roman fabric types or are from 

types which can be dated to the late Roman period of the mid-late 3rd to 4th 

century (0350, 0355).  

 

The predominance of utilitarian local coarse wares together with a few 

regional and imported items of fine ware or specialist products appears typical 

of assemblages from Roman rural sites in Suffolk. The finewares comprise 

predominantly Central and East Gaulish samian with smaller quantities of 

colour-coated wares from Central Gaul and regionally from Colchester in the 

2nd-3rd centuries and the Nene valley in the late 3rd-4th century. The only 
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other import is from a Dressel 20 Spanish oil amphora (current from the 1st-

early 3rd century) which is the most common amphora type recovered from 

sites in Britain. However, although the proportion of South Gaulish samian is 

typically small in relation to later Central and East Gaulish imports, an early 

dated decorated South Gaulish samian bowl and a Colchester mortaria of 1st 

century date indicate both a desire and the ability to acquire Roman products 

among the community on the site at an early date. 

 
Post-Roman pottery 
Identifications by Richenda Goffin 
 

Only a small quantity (4 sherds) of post-medieval (modern) pottery was 

recovered. These sherds all came from one context, the fill of the depression 

or large pit 0167 (0166). All are fresh and unabraded. Three of the sherds 

(weighing 41g) are from the same large open vessel of Later Slipped Red 

Ware (Fabric LSRW) which can be dated to the 18th-19th century. The other, 

a sherd of yellow ware (Fabric YELW) (weighing 7g) can be dated to the late 

18th-19th century. 

 

5.3.3 Ceramic Building Material (CBM) and Fired Clay 
Identifications by Stephen Benfield with Richenda Goffin 
Introduction 
In total 46 pieces of ceramic building material (CBM), together weighing 

5930g, were recovered from 10 contexts (Appendix 6). The majority of this 

material can be dated to the late medieval/early post-medieval period or is 

post-medieval or modern. A small quantity (14 pieces) is, or probably is of 

Roman date.  

 

Pieces identified as Roman, or possibly Roman were recovered from five 

contexts (Appendix 6). All are abraded undiagnostic pieces and could only be 

identified as Roman brick or tile (rbt). The largest single quantity came from 

unstratified context 0213 (5 pieces, weighing 272g), however, these are all 

broken fragments from one larger tile piece. The five fragments form part of a 

brick or tile which has a curved edge and possibly also part of a flat edge is 

present, so that the pieces appear to from part of a semi-circular tile. The 
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curved edge is uneven and the brick or tile clearly was not originally 

manufactured to this shape. The shape may be a product of breakage and 

very heavy abrasion, but appears more likely to have been cut or chipped to 

this shape for re-use. Apart from four very small pieces, recovered from 

depression fill 0166, the remainder of the Roman brick or tile consists of single 

fragments. The obvious implication from this is that there were probably no tile 

roofed or brick buildings close to the site. Also, there appears to be very little 

use of salvaged tile for other structures, such as building footings, post-

packing or ovens, which may indicate that in general little Roman tile was 

available, or the site is situated away from the main area of Roman 

settlement. 

 

While the remainder of the CBM is in general of more limited archaeological 

significance, there are a number of interesting pieces. These take the form of 

a small assemblage of what are probably floor bricks of late medieval or early 

post-medieval date. These bricks are clearly flat and unfrogged and were 

recovered from topsoil (0100) and the ditch 0307 (0306). They appear here in 

three fabrics types: a pale reddish cream fabric with a fine sand fabric which 

includes clay pellets; a cream coloured fine sand fabric; a red medium sandy 

fabric. None survives whole, so that only two dimensions are known, the 

thickness being about 35mm and the width between about 115-120 mm. The 

ditch 0307 (0306) produced by far the largest single group of CBM recovered 

from the site. In addition to the floor bricks this also contained a number of 

wall brick pieces and some pieces of peg-tiles. The wall brick pieces are, or 

probably are from unfrogged red bricks and this building material suggests 

demolition from a building, possibly originating in the late medieval or early 

post-medieval period close to the site. 
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Fired clay 
A total of 355 pieces of fired clay, with a combined weight of 1,804g, was 

recovered from twenty contexts. These have been divided between a small 

number of different fabric types based on the main visible inclusions. The 

number of fired clay pieces by fabric type is set out in Table 6 below and a full 

quantification by context is set out in Appendix 5. 

Fabric Code No. Wt. g. 
fine sand fs 21 145 
fine sand with white chalk fragments fsc 12 130 
fine sandy with pale clay pellets or bands fscp 12 83 
fine sandy with flint fsfl 6 50 
Medium sand ms 239 593 
Medium sand with white chalk fragments msc 15 332 
Medium sand with pale clay pellets or bands mscp 30 284 
Medium sand with pale clay pellets or bands & ferrous inclusions mscpf 20 187 

Totals  355 1804 
Table 6. Fired clay quantities by fabric 

 

Commonly fired clay from archaeological sites is associated with the structure 

of ovens or hearths and objects associated with them which are exposed to 

heat, deliberately fired objects such as loomweights, or accidentally fired 

structural daub. 

 

The fired clay consists mostly of nondescript abraded pieces in the form of 

rounded or irregular lumps, smaller rounded or irregular fragments and pieces 

which have flat surfaces. There do not appear to be any clear diagnostic 

pieces among the assemblage which would allow any types of fired clay 

objects or detailed nature of any structural use to be positively identified. Parts 

of individual perforations (holes) of varied size were recorded in a few pieces 

from 0137 and these might possibly indicate loomweight fragments, but this is 

not clear. Also, a piece from pit fill 0350 was noted which had an impression in 

its surface which might possibly represent the imprint of a comb or toothed 

object where the individual teeth had a broad spacing, but again this is not 

clear. 

 

Because of the nature and condition of the fired clay, of itself it cannot be 

closely dated and so relies on the date of the context from which it was 

recovered. The largest quantities of fired clay were recovered from 0137 (140 

50



pieces weighing 864g), with significant, but lesser quantities from 0125, 0302, 

0324, 0350, 0361, 0388 & 0448. The remaining twelve contexts from which 

fired clay was recovered contained less than ten pieces and most contained 

less than five. Contexts 0137, 0324 & 0388 contained prehistoric pottery, 

broadly dated as Middle-Late Iron Age; contexts 0302, 0350 & 0361 contained 

Roman pottery. 

 
5.3.4 Worked flint 
Sarah Bates 
The assemblage 
Twenty-seven struck, or possibly struck, fragments of flint are present. The 

flint is mostly dark grey to black in colour with one or two pieces having a 

gingery brown colour or tinge. Cortex is white or off-white. One or two pieces 

have thickish chalky cortex, the rest is thinner and is often slightly abraded or 

glossy. A variety of raw material including patinated or weathered flint has 

been utilised. The flint is summarised in Table 7 and listed by context in Table 

8. A full catalogue is provided in Appendix 7. 

51



 
Type Number 
struck fragment 1 
flake 20 
blade-like flake 2 
retouched fragment 2 
utilised flake 2 
Total 27 

Table 7. All flint by type 
 

Context Type No. 
0100 flake 1 
0171 flake 1 
0190 flake 1 
0319 flake 1 
0326 flake 1 
0327 flake 1 
0329 flake 1 
0332 flake 1 
 utilised flake 1 
0336 flake 2 
 retouched fragment 1 
 struck fragment 1 
0339 flake 1 
 retouched fragment 1 
0345 flake 1 
0352 blade-like flake 1 
0378 flake 1 
0389 flake 2 
0392 flake 1 
0409 flake 1 
0417 blade-like flake 1 
 flake 2 
 utilised flake 1 
0473 flake (burnt) 1 

Table 8. All flint by context 
 

The assemblage consists largely of small squat or irregular flakes. Several 

pieces have cortex on their platforms showing that the flakes were struck from 

unprepared cores. The flakes are mostly quite sharp and five shows signs of 

having been burnt or heat-affected. Two small blade-like flakes were also 

found; one has a hinge fracture at its distal end. Two small flakes from context 

0389 refit together. One small chunky piece might be from a struck fragment. 

 

Four pieces may have been slightly retouched or utilised although all of them 

are irregular and some of the edge modification might be due to accidental 

damage. Two probable thermal fragments (ditch fill 0336 & pit fill 0339) have 

possible retouch of their edges and two flakes may have utilised edges 

(trackway fill 0332 & pit fill 0417). 
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Flint by context 
A small number of flints came from features which are dated to the prehistoric 

period by pottery from their fills. Two small sharp flakes, one with a cortical 

platform and patinated cortex, were found with middle to late Iron Age pottery 

in posthole 0328; a small irregular flake, quite sharp, was found with pottery of 

the same date in gully 0344 and a sharp irregular flake fragment was found, 

with a single sherd of Late Bronze Age/earlier Iron Age pottery, in ditch 0330. 

 

Two small sharp refitting flakes were found in pit 0390. No pottery or other 

finds came from the feature but it seems very likely that the pieces represent 

prehistoric flint-working contemporary with the feature. 

 

A few flints were found residually alongside Roman pottery in the fills of 

features. Four flakes, one a small blade-like piece, two slightly burnt irregular 

or squat pieces and a possibly utilised flake came from pit 0415; a small flake 

fragment with cortical platform was found in ditch 0321 and single flakes were 

found in pit 0353 and ditch 0379. 

 

Flint was found in very small amounts in the fills of other, undated, features. 

A small squat flake with a cortical platform was found in posthole 0191; a very 

small flake was found with some small pieces of fired clay in pit 0393 and a 

very small, quite sharp, flake came from undated posthole 0408. 

 

Two flakes, a possible struck fragment and a thermal fragment which may 

have been used as a scraper-type tool were found in undated ditch 0337 and 

two flakes, one of them battered but possibly utilised, were found in ditch 

0333. All these pieces have some edge damage. The context and condition of 

the flint suggests that it was probably residual material. An irregular small 

thick hard hammer struck flint also came from undated ditch 0174. 

 

A flake and a probable thermal fragment with slight retouch of part of its edge 

came from context 0339 (Same as 0350). Both pieces are quite sharp. 

 

An irregular flake was from unstratified context 0100. 
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Discussion 
The irregular, hard hammer struck, nature of the flint, the absence of evidence 

for core preparation and the presence of struck or possibly utilised thermal 

fragments are all consistent with flint knapping during the later Bronze Age or 

Iron Age. The assemblage also meets other criteria, such as the expedient 

use of flint and restricted range of implements considered by others as 

characteristic of flint-working of this period (Robins 1996, 269, Humphrey 

2007, 145). The present assemblage, with its relatively small size and, 

particularly, the small numbers of flints from individual features does not 

enable full interpretation. The nature of the flint does, however, suggest that 

knapping occurred at the site during this later prehistoric period. Most of the 

flint found in the prehistoric features was sharp suggesting that it might be 

contemporary with the (mainly) mid to late Iron Age pottery found alongside it, 

and the recovery of the refitting pieces also shows that flint working is likely to 

have been contemporary with at least some of the excavated features. It is 

noted that the presence of at least some late Bronze Age/early Iron Age 

pottery at the site probably represents an earlier phase of prehistoric activity 

and that flint might date to that period. The presence of one or two burnt 

pieces of flint in probable prehistoric features also suggests that other 

contemporary activity occurred at the site. 

 

Some of the flint was clearly residual in the (Roman) contexts in which it was 

found and burnt pieces included here might have become burnt at a later 

date. 

 

5.3.5 Heat affected flint and other heated stones 
A small quantity of burnt (heated) flints and other heated stones was 

recovered. In total there are 12 pieces of burnt flint weighing 287g and 10 

pieces of heated other stones, weighing 768g. Where identifiable these other 

stones are, or appear to be sandstone/quartzite and two are clearly parts of 

rounded cobbles.  

 

Of these pieces the majority are associated with contexts containing 

prehistoric (Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age & Iron Age) pottery. Of the burnt 
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flint, eight pieces weighing 191g came from these contexts with pottery of this 

date, and the remainder was six pieces weighing 675g. Stone which has been 

fractured by heating and cooling is commonly recovered from prehistoric 

contexts where heated stones were clearly commonly utilised in activities 

such as heating water or cooking. 

 

It can be noted that the flint flake from context 0473 appears to have been 

affected by heat. 

 

5.3.6 Animal bone 
In total 250 pieces of animal bone weighing 1176g were recovered from thirty 

contexts. This has not been examined in detail or any attempt at identification 

of species made. Small quantities of burnt animal bone - 14 pieces weighing 

10g - were also recorded from five contexts (0215, 0303, 0317, 0326, & 

0350).  

 

Overall, the bone appears to be in a fair to good condition. It can be noted that 

the number of contexts fro the excavation from which animal bone has been 

recovered contrasts with the small quantity recovered during the evaluation 

which initially had suggested that ancient animal bone probably did not 

survive well on the site.  

 

Most of the contexts from which animal bone was recovered contain pottery of 

Roman date and so much of the animal bone clearly dates from the Roman 

period. However, the largest single quantity of animal bone came from pit fill 

0317 which contains pottery dated as Middle-Late Iron Age and quantities of 

animal bone were also recovered from four other contexts which contain 

prehistoric pottery (pit fills 0149 & 0171, ring-ditch fills 0334 & 0340). 

 

5.3.7 Other finds 
There is a small number of other finds. These generally are either finds 

represented by a small number of pieces or are single finds. Many of these 

finds are of limited, or no archaeological significance. The non-archaeological, 

55



natural, finds collected have not been recorded among the bulk finds in 

Appendix 3, but are noted here. 

 

There is a single piece from a clay pipe from 0306. The fragment preserves 

part of the foot which is large indicating an early date and the pipe can 

probably be dated to the 17th-early 18th century (Crummy 1988 Types 2-8). 

There are no maker’s marks on the foot. 

 

Charcoal pieces were recovered from fills of pit 0453 (0454 & 0455). A single 

piece (0455), weighing 2g, is from the same context as a near complete 

(placed deposit) pottery vessel (above). The other two pieces from fill 0454 

are small fragments together weighing 1g. Other pieces were recovered from 

a context containing Roman pottery (0302) and from ditch fill 0159. Two small 

fragments of charcoal also came from the possible pit 0214 (0215). 

 

A few iron objects were recovered. There is most of an iron handle (0350), 

possibly from a cupboard or drawer, which is probably of modern date. 

Fragments of iron nails came from contexts 0171, 0306, 0350 & 0361. 

 

In addition to the iron objects and nails, eight small pieces of material which, 

by their surface colouration clearly have a significant iron content were 

recovered. Seven of these (contexts 0134 0302, 0324, 0350, 0469 & 0391), 

are non-magnetic and are clearly natural pieces. These have been discarded. 

One, from context 0329, (46g) is magnetic and might represent a small piece 

of iron slag. 

 

Small pieces of coal were present in three contexts 0306, 0358 & 0417. Also, 

two small rod pieces of flint, each about 20 mm long, which almost certainly 

represent fossils were recovered from context 0350 (1g) & 0362 (1g). 

 

56



5.3.8 Small finds 
Identifications by Stephen Benfield, with Andrew Brown and Judith Plouviez. 
 
Three metal small finds were recovered from the site. Two of these, a brooch 

(SF1003) and a hair pin (SF1002), are of early Roman date; the other is a 

post-medieval button (SF1001). These finds are individually described below 

by small find number. All of the small finds were examined by Andrew Brown 

(SCCAS) and this report is based on his identifications. Judith Plouviez 

(SCCAS) also examined the Roman small finds and her comments are 

incorporated in the descriptions. 

 

SF1001 (0401). Copper-alloy two piece button. Front plate broken; decorated 

with relief pattern; back plate complete but with eye loop missing. Dated to the 

late 17th/early 18th -19th century.  

 

SF1002 (0383). Complete copper-alloy hair pin. Cool (1990) Group 6 - Button 

and cordoned head type, dated 1st-2nd century. There are two grooves on the 

shaft below the head. The form has a distribution centred on the east of 

England and is much less common in western areas.  

 

SF 1003 (0362). Copper-alloy Colchester derivative hinged brooch with 

enclosed hinge. Complete apart from the pin. The brooch is similar to Hattatt 

(1989) fig 158 no. 362 (dated c 43-120 AD) and to Hatcheston (Blagg et al, 

2004) fig 65, no. 133. Judith Plouviez comments that this brooch type is 

relatively common in East Suffolk.  

57



5.3.9 The plant macrofossils and other remains (Val Fryer) 
Introduction 

The excavations recorded a limited number of features of probable Late 

Bronze Age to Roman date, some of which were sampled for the retrieval of 

plant macrofossil assemblages. In total thirteen samples, from the fill of pits, 

ditches and a posthole, were selected and submitted for assessment, four 

were from the evaluation (Ev1-3 & 5) and the remainder from the excavation 

(Ex 1-9).  There was no flot from evaluation (Ev) Sample 4. 

 

The samples were bulk floated by SCCAS and the flots were collected in a 

300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned under a binocular 

microscope at magnifications up to x 16 and the plant macrofossils and other 

remains noted are listed in Appendix 8. Nomenclature within the appendix 

follows Stace (1997). All plant remains were charred. Modern contaminants, 

including fibrous roots, seeds and arthropod remains, were a major 

component of all thirteen assemblages. 

 

Results 
With the exception of charcoal/charred wood fragments, plant macrofossils 

were exceedingly scarce, occurring (mostly as single specimens) within only 

seven of the assemblages studied. Preservation was generally quite poor, 

with the majority of the grains and seeds being severely puffed and distorted, 

probably as a result of combustion at very high temperatures. 

 

Barley (Hordeum sp.) and wheat (Triticum sp.) grains were recorded along 

with a small number of other cereals, which were too poorly preserved for 

close identification. A single spelt wheat (T. spelta) glume base was noted 

within the assemblage from sample Ex5 (pit 0353). Seeds of goosegrass 

(Galium aparine) and dock (Rumex sp.), both common grassland/weed 

species, were recorded from samples Ex2 (pit 0353), Ex4 (ditch 0360) and 

Ex7 (pit 0415). A single fragment of hazel (Corylus avellana) nutshell was also 

present within the assemblage from Sample Ex7. Charcoal/charred wood 

fragments, some of which were quite large, were present throughout. Other 
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remains were scarce, but did include black porous and tarry residues (both of 

which were probably derived from the combustion of organic remains at very 

high temperatures) and bone fragments, some of which were burnt/calcined. 

The assemblage from Sample Ex5 contained a number of shells of terrestrial 

and marsh snails as well as a moderate density of ostracods ‘shells’ and de-

watered rush (Juncus sp.) fruits and elderberry (Sambucus nigra) seeds (not 

tabulated). However, at the time of writing, it was unclear whether this material 

was contemporary within the feature from which the sample was taken, or a 

later, intrusive infilling. 

 

Conclusions 
In summary, with the exception of the charcoal/charred wood fragments, plant 

macrofossils are scarce and very poorly preserved, providing very little data 

about the intended function of the features or the habitat surrounding the site. 

It is, perhaps, most likely that the assemblages are derived from either 

scattered or wind-blown refuse, much of which was accidentally incorporated 

within the feature fills, or possibly small, discrete deposits of hearth or midden 

waste. 

 

5.3.10 Discussion and significance of the finds 

The area has previously seen little archaeological work or recording so that 

the closely dated archaeological finds recovered have immediate importance. 

They reveal part of the archaeological potential of the area and allow it to be 

placed within a wider archaeological record, increasing the understanding of 

both. 

 

The finds assemblage shows occupation on the site from the later prehistoric 

period, probably beginning in the Late Bronze Age. 

 

The earliest closely dated pottery is Late Bronze Age-Early Iron Age.  A flint-

tempered part pot recovered from the base of a pit may represent a 

deliberately placed object reflecting part of the social ritual within the 

community.  Sand-tempered pottery of Mid-Late Iron Age date was also 

recovered. This came almost exclusively from different contexts to the flint-
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tempered pottery, suggesting that here the two fabric types represent different 

phases of occupation over the period of the Late Bronze Age-Middle Iron Age 

rather than parts of a single assemblage of Early-Middle Iron Age date. 

 

While less closely dated, the worked flint assemblage is also consistent with 

flint knapping during the later Bronze Age or Iron Age. Most of the flint 

appears relatively fresh and sharp which indicates it might be contemporary 

with the (mainly) mid to late Iron Age pottery with which it was found. 

 

The Roman finds show that this period of settlement began in the later 1st 

century AD, possibly from the Claudio-Neronian period. The presence of 

decorated samian of that date and a probable 1st century mortarium indicates 

access to, and presumably a requirement for, items representing aspects of 

Roman culture this early date. Other Roman finds include a 1st-early 2nd 

century brooch and a 1st-2nd century bronze hair-pin. Closely dated pottery 

shows activity continuing through the mid Roman period of the 2nd-3rd 

centuries, but there is much less which can be dated to the Late Roman 

period of the late 3rd-4th century. Very little Roman brick or tile was recovered 

indicating that no buildings, certainly in this area of the settlement, had tile 

roofs or walls or were particularly well appointed with tessellated floors or 

hypocausts. Salvaged brick and tile pieces were commonly made use of on 

Roman sites suggesting little brick or tile was generally available on or close 

to the site. 

 

A small assemblage of late medieval and post-medieval building materials 

(bricks and peg-tiles), mostly associated with context 0306, is probably 

demolition material from a building located close to the site. This assemblage 

includes a number of what are probably floor bricks of late medieval or early 

post-medieval date. However, there is only a very small amount of post-

Roman pottery from the site which is of 18th-19th century date.  Assuming the 

probable floor bricks are not any later in date than the early post-medieval 

period, it seems probable that they were reused from another earlier building 

elsewhere, or that the building was a outlying structure away from the main 

habitation, or both.  
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5.3.11 Requirements for further work 
For the majority of the finds types the assessment reports presented here are 

sufficient in themselves and the material does not warrant any further 

analysis. However, further work is required on the prehistoric pottery 

assemblage, the small finds and the animal bone. It is also possible that some 

of the finds may be chosen for inclusion in a display about the site.  

 

Prehistoric pottery 
The prehistoric pottery requires further cataloguing and discussion. More 

detailed quantification based on specific fabrics should be undertaken, in 

order to provide an opportunity for a closer understanding of the dating.  

The assemblage should be considered in relation to the wider background of 

prehistoric pottery in Suffolk and Norfolk. A total of two and a half days should 

be allowed for this with time for delivery, handling and collection. 

 

The part pot 0455 will require illustration which will mean that at least the 

profile will have to be assembled.  The vessel has also been recommended 

for display purposes (see below). Half a day should be allowed for illustration 

and a day for reconstruction of the pot. Together with organisation and 

handling overall two days should be allowed. 

 

A fragment of charcoal (2g) recovered from the same context as the broken 

part pot 0453 (0455), will be considered for radiocarbon dating. This may 

provide useful dating information for the associated vessel.  

 

Roman pottery 
No further work is required on the Roman pottery assemblage itself, apart 

from further investigation of the grey ware pot (0386) which was set into the 

ground. This pottery is of interest as these types of large vessels which 

appear to have been placed for a purpose, usually, if not invariably, retain 

their base. The vessel should be examined in order to see if there are any 

signs that the base was deliberately removed. In addition the grey ware pot  

requires illustration, and should be considered for inclusion in the display. 
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Looking at the pot and commenting will take half a day. Reconstruction of the 

sherds will take a day. Drawing will take 3 hours. 

 

Animal bone 
The animal bone assemblage requires cataloguing and a short report. It would 

seem that one and a half days should probably be allowed for this work, with 

time for delivery and collection. 

 

Small finds 
Two of the Roman small finds (SF1002 & 1003) require conservation and 

illustration and photography. These can be used in any future display if it is 

considered unsuitable for the long-term display of the actual objects.  

It is estimated that overall this should probably be costed at one and a half 

days for conservation, allowing some time for delivery and collection and 

handling of the objects, and a half day for illustration.  

 

Finds recommended for future display  
Several items are suitable for display.  The two Roman small finds, a copper-

alloy brooch (1003) and a pin (SF1002), are both sufficiently complete that 

once conserved they would make good display items. However there are 

conservation issues relating to these two objects if they were on long-term 

display, and it may be better to produce high quality photographic images and 

illustrations of these artefacts.     

 

The prehistoric part pot (0455) and the near complete Roman cup (0355) 

would be suitable additions to any display. The prehistoric pot however would 

need reconstruction, and the Roman pot would also require some remedial 

work before it could be displayed.  

 

The remains of the deliberately positioned grey ware pot (0386) could also be 

considered for reconstruction, as the manner of its deposition is of interest, as 

it is clearly a pot altered for reuse in the Roman period.  
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6 Potential of the data 
6.1 Realisation of the original research aims 

OR1: Establish whether any archaeological deposit exists in the area, with 

particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit 

preservation in-situ. 

 

Realisation: Archaeological deposits and features are present across the site. 

After consultation with SCCAS, Conservation Team, none of the 

deposits/features were deemed of sufficient importance to merit preservation 

in situ.  Also, the shallow nature of the sealing deposits made the preservation 

in-situ of the archaeological deposits impractical. 

 

OR2: Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological 

deposit within the application area, together with its likely extent, localised 

depth and quality of preservation. 

 

Realisation:  The fieldwork has revealed a number of phases of activity on the 

site ranging from the early Iron Age period to the post-medieval period.  The 

Iron Age remains consist of field boundaries, round-house buildings and 

rubbish pits, all part of a modest farmstead.  The features had all been 

truncated by ploughing to a certain extent, but were otherwise well preserved.  

Structural features such as post-holes and slots varied from 0.11m to 0.34m 

deep, pits from 0.1m to 1.28m deep, and ditches from 0.13m to 0.9m in depth. 

 

OR3: Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence 

of masking colluvial/alluvial deposits. 

 

Realisation:  All archaeological features were recognized at the level at which 

they cut the geological natural, and demonstrated truncation by ploughing of 

probable modern date.  A possible hill-wash colluvium deposit was noted in 

evaluation trenches in the lower lying parts of the site, but this deposit was not 

present in either excavation area. 
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OR4: Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

 

Realisation: Plant macrofossil assemblages were small and poorly preserved. 

 
6.2 Realisation of the additional research aims 

Could the evaluation phase evidence of an Iron Age and Roman settlement in 

the vicinity be confirmed in an open area excavation that was focussed on the 

evaluation trenches with the highest feature density?  

 

Realization: Settlement in the Iron Age and Roman periods on the site was 

confirmed by the excavation.  It is not clear whether the focus of settlement 

was revealed for the Iron Age activity, and only a peripheral part of the Roman 

settlement was revealed, with the focus lying elsewhere.  For both phases the 

settlement is clearly more widespread than the excavation areas. 

 

If a settlement is on or near the site can its function be determined; specifically 

whether it had an agricultural or other function. 

 

Realisation:  The settlement in both the Iron Age and Roman periods appears 

to be a typical farmstead.  Two pots seemingly placed in pits, one Late Bronze 

Age or Iron Age, and the other Roman, are suggestive of ritual activity, but 

this does not undermine the interpretation of a largely agrarian site. 

 

Are there other phases of activity within the excavation areas that were not 

seen in the more limited evaluation phase? 

 

Realisation:  No additional phases of activity were revealed in the excavation, 

with one exception.  An assemblage of late medieval or early post-medieval 

brick and tile was recovered from a ditch, suggesting that a building of that 

date was located nearby. 
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Is there continuity of land-use between the periods of activity identified during 

the evaluation phase; specifically the Iron-Age and Roman periods? 

 

Realisation:  Clear evidence of field boundary continuity between the later 

phase of the Iron Age settlement and the early Roman settlement was 

evident.  Other phases demonstrated no such continuity. 

 

6.3 General discussion of potential 

The earliest datable features on the development site probably date to the 

Early Iron Age, and foremost amongst them was a nearly complete pot placed 

in the base of a large pit.  This probable votive deposit may be a Late Bronze 

Age pottery type, which was incorporated in an Iron Age pit.  

 

The struck flint assemblage is notable in the lack of finds from earlier 

prehistoric periods.  On many sites this is ‘background scatter’ indicating 

generalized activity in an area, but at the Sparrowhawk Road site this was 

absent.  The flint assemblage is consistent with the Early to Late Iron Age 

dates of activity on the site, and indicates that flint-knapping was taking place 

on-site.  This is evidence that the boulder clay lands were unexploited until the 

Early Iron Age in this region. 

 

The earliest phase of activity on the site, probably dating to the Early to Middle 

Iron Age is represented by parallel ditches and two pits.  The ditches formed 

no clear pattern of field boundaries or enclosures so their function is unclear.  

Likewise the two pits assigned to the phase have no clear function, although 

rubbish disposal is the most likely candidate.  This is complicated by the 

presence of a nearly complete pot, probably a ‘placed’ votive deposit in the 

base of a large pit.  Combinations of practical and ritual activity are however 

common on prehistoric sites. 

 

The main phase of Iron Age activity present on the site probably dates from 

the Middle to Later Iron Age, and consists of various ditched field boundaries 

or enclosures, one of which had a probably gated entrance.  Also in this 
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phase, but with an uncertain chronological relationship to the gated entrance 

were two or three ring ditches and associated pits.  An interpretation of these 

features as round-house dwellings is largely dependant on their relationship to 

the enclosures.  If the ring ditches pre-date the enclosures they are quite likely 

to be a typical domestic dwelling, accompanied by one or two smaller huts.  If 

on the other hand the ring ditches are contemporaneous with the enclosure, 

they may have been part of a simple gatehouse.  The former interpretation 

appears more likely until the identical axis of symmetry between the round-

houses and the enclosure gate is considered.  If the ring ditches are 

components of a gatehouse, no parallels are known in the region.  The only 

way of resolving this is further analysis of the finds from the respective 

features.  This is hampered at present by the state of knowledge about Iron 

Age pottery, and until a regional chronology is established this may prove 

impossible.  Bryant, (Glazebrook, 1997) points out the limitations of using 

pottery as a dating tool for this period.  It is hoped that the assemblage of Iron 

Age pottery from the Sparrowhawk Road site may contribute to any future 

studies attempting to establish this regional chronology. 

 

The Roman phases of activity on the site are important in that they point to a 

settlement in the near vicinity, however the excavation areas were clearly a 

peripheral part of that site.  The settlement seems to date from the 1st century 

AD, probably directly following on from a Late Iron Age settlement, and 

probably goes out of use in the later 3rd Century AD.  The most likely location 

for Roman houses is to the north; the Roman trackway leads in that direction 

and the higher and more level ground is there.  Further understanding of that 

phase of the settlement will be dependent upon any future development of 

that part of the site.  The excavations did however reveal an area of pitting for 

rubbish disposal, and it is possible that the majority of the material 

assemblage for the wider settlement was recovered during this work.  If so, 

the Roman finds assemblage may be an important basis for comparison for 

similar rural sites in the region.  The prehistoric and Roman period animal 

bone assemblage is modest, and has not yet been fully assessed.  This 

should be done to further understand the types of animals possibly being both 

produced and consumed in the settlement. 
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A late medieval or early post-medieval house is likely to have been 

demolished in the vicinity of the site, although no features of that date were 

present in the excavation areas, or even the wider evaluation trenches.  The 

most likely location for the building is to the north.  The building may in fact 

have been a predecessor to Upper Holton Farm.  Once again, further 

understanding of that phase of site development must await any future 

development of that part of the site. 

 

6.4 Further work required to realise potential 

In the light of these comments it is proposed that there is the potential to 

advance the structural interpretation; particularly to clarify the interpretation of 

the Phase 2 roundhouses and ‘gatehouse’. This would take the form of a 

documentary search for parallels in the UK and Europe.  Further work on 

parts of the finds archive is also recommended.  Some of this is work that has 

not been achieved prior to the production of this document, but would be 

typically included in an archive report. This includes: 

 

• The two Roman objects (SF1002 & 1003) should be conserved and 

illustrated.  

• A specialist report on the faunal (animal bone) remains which includes 

an identification catalogue and a short discussion, as appropriate, of 

the results in relation to the contexts and the site is required.  

• The near complete, but broken, pot from 0455 should be illustrated, 

requiring at least partial assembly.  A similar Roman greyware pot from 

0386 should also be illustrated and will likewise require partial 

assembly. 

 

Additionally, there is the potential to answer some of the research questions 

by further analysis of elements of the finds archive. This is: 

 

• Further work is desirable for the prehistoric pottery. A more detailed 

quantification based on specific fabric types should be undertaken. The 

fabrics, together with the few diagnostic pieces, would allow the 
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assemblage to be seen in relation to the wider background of 

prehistoric pottery in Suffolk and Norfolk and could allow more specific 

comment and dating to be made.  This might in future contribute to a 

regional pottery chronology.  

 

• Charcoal from within the complete pot should be submitted for 

Radiocarbon dating, as the importance of this deposit warrants 

supplementary dating evidence in addition to its typological association.   

 

7 Significance of the data 

The work at Sparrowhawk Road, Holton is the first substantial project to be 

undertaken in the vicinity.  As such it presents the first view of part of a 

prehistoric and Roman period settlement in the area.  Furthermore the site 

was unknown prior to the archaeological evaluation.  The archaeological 

results therefore have considerable local significance. 

 

The significance of the archaeological remains recorded at the Sparrowhawk 

Road site is somewhat limited in that the focus of settlement appears to lie 

outside the excavated areas. The activity within the excavated areas appears 

to have been peripheral to the main settlement, which may be to the 

northeast.  A possible exception to this generalisation is the Middle Iron Age 

phase, where elements of two or possibly three round-houses and associated 

pits were recorded.  It is not clear whether this was the main dwelling of a 

small farmstead or part of much more widespread settlement activity in the 

Iron Age.  J. D. Hill, in (Davies & Williamson, 1999, p190) discusses the lack 

of enclosed sites in East Anglia, and describes how excavation rarely finds the 

edge of sites, perhaps because they shifted over time.  These settlements 

resemble hamlets or villages, and are often associated with long-lasting land 

divisions, which are quite often trackways.  This perfectly describes the 

Sparrowhawk Road site.  On the basis of probability for the region therefore, 

the roundhouse phase of activity is probably part of a wandering small 

settlement rather than a larger agglomerated settlement. 
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In relation to regional research agendas (as defined in Brown & Glazebrook, 

2000) the site has regional significance.  Stewart Bryant (2000, p14) notes 

that relatively little is known about the clay uplands of Suffolk in the Iron Age, 

of which the Sparrowhawk Road site is a good example.  The Regional 

Research Agenda (Glazebrook, 1997) considers this a viable research theme 

and has this to say: 

The origin, nature and development of settlement on claylands 
throughout the region is not well understood.  Recent work such as that 
at Stansted and surveys around Haverhill and in the Waveney valley 
have suggested that settlement of these areas is more complex and of 
earlier origin than has often been assumed. Field survey using a variety 
of techniques should be undertaken to address these issues.   

 

Settlement in the Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age transition in the region 

was primarily focussed along the lighter soils of the river valleys with a much 

lower level of exploitation of the widespread boulder clay regions.   Indeed, 

the Sparrowhawk Road site seems to fit the regional pattern where the clay 

uplands were first being settled in the Late Bronze Age/ Early Iron Age 

transitional period.  The complete pottery vessel of Late Bronze Age type 

found within an Iron Age pit is likely to be the earliest feature on the site, and 

further analysis of this vessel or radiocarbon dating of charcoal from its fill 

may be warranted to determine more precisely when this area was first 

settled.  

 

Edward Martin suggests that proximity to a water source was the limiting 

factor for the sites located on the boulder clay uplands, with most sites within 

1.6 km of a watercourse (Martin, 1999).  This is true of the Sparrowhawk 

Road site, with watercourses in the Blythe river valley to the south.  

 

Bryant (Brown & Glazebrook, 2000) makes the point that in the East Anglian 

region there are a large number of Late c150BC or later Iron Age sites 

compared to earlier Iron Age sites, and that this reflects a population increase 

and/or discontinuity of settlement.  This may be seen in the alignments of the 

early prehistoric phase at Sparrowhawk Road, which show no continuity with 

the later phase.   Bryant goes on to note that there is however a high degree 

of continuity between the late Iron Age and the early Roman period in the 
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region.  This too is evident at the Sparrowhawk Road site, with clear continuity 

of field boundaries between the Iron Age and early Roman periods. 

 

The site is notable for its field boundaries and enclosures, which are almost 

certainly part of a widespread system of co-axial fields.  The Suffolk boulder 

clay plateau contains widespread areas of these field systems that are not 

derived from the planned post-medieval enclosure acts.  For example a large 

area of cropmarks around Yaxley, approximately 30km to the west of the site, 

has been identified as Iron Age on the basis of its relationship with the Roman 

Pye Road.  These field systems are typified by parallel and slightly sinuous 

boundaries and lanes that pay little heed to landscape features, but are 

usually laid out at right angles to the main rivers (Martin, 1999).  This is 

certainly the case at Sparrowhawk Road, where the main prehistoric 

boundaries are all SW-NE aligned, which is perpendicular to the River Blythe 

to the SW.  The Roman boundaries continued this alignment and it seems 

likely that one of the co-axial ‘lanes’ became the Roman phase trackway. 

Stewart Bryant (Brown & Glazebrook, 2000, p15) has this to say: 

Recent research has revealed that there are significant areas of the 
region which contain landscapes of surviving co-axial field boundaries. 
The dating of these landscapes is not clear, but it is possible that they 
may be Iron Age. 
 
Even if only a small proportion of the field boundaries can be 
demonstrated to date from the Iron Age, they will provide an important 
resource which is likely to be of high archaeological potential. 

 
The significance of the Sparrowhawk Road site therefore is greater for what it 

contributes to our understanding of these field systems on the Suffolk boulder 

clay plateau.  

 

Additionally, the pottery assemblage may add to our understanding of regional 

prehistoric pottery chronologies which is currently poor.  Eventually, this may 

contribute to the establishment of a regional prehistoric pottery sequence. 
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8 Recommendation for Analysis and Publication 
8.1 Recommendations for further analysis 

It is recommended that further analysis of the Iron Age structures be 

undertaken.  Questions remain about whether the round-house phase was 

contemporaneous with the gate phase or earlier.  It is hoped that further work 

on the prehistoric pottery with clarify this research question.  If 

contemporaneous, the structures may be interpreted as a gatehouse which is 

an unusual and significant structure, and seemingly without parallels for the 

region.  A documentary search for parallels further afield within the UK and 

even mainland Europe is therefore justified.  It is not considered that similar 

analysis of the other phases of activity will be warranted. 

 

Further analysis of parts of the finds archive, specifically the animal bone 

assemblage, the small finds, and the prehistoric pottery assemblage is 

recommended, as this may answer some of the remaining research 

questions.  Even so, some of these research questions will not be fully 

answered, and these must await any further archaeological investigations 

related to development in the vicinity. 

 

8.2 Recommendations for publication and dissemination 

This post-excavation assessment will be disseminated initially as a ‘grey 

literature’ report via OASIS (Online Access to the Index of archaeological 

investigations).  Additionally, it is felt that aspects of the site, particularly the 

Iron Age structural evidence, is significant enough to warrant an article to be 

submitted for publication.  This would allow the dissemination of the findings 

to the wider archaeological community in order to advance our understanding 

of Iron Age settlement.  The article will also provide a venue for dissemination 

of the results of the further analysis that has been recommended.  A suitable 

periodical for the article is the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of 

Archaeology and History.  A task list for the recommended further work is 

appended (Appendix 9). 
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8.3 Display 

It has been suggested that some of the objects recovered during the 

archaeological work would be suitable for some form of public display in the 

new facility.  These could supplement a display board showing a site plan, 

explanatory text and photographs.  Another possibility is some form of 

reconstruction drawing of the settlement.  Several items are suitable for 

display objects: a copper-alloy brooch and pin, a near complete prehistoric pot 

and a near complete Roman cup, as well as larger fragments of pottery would 

add recognisable (in terms of general form) larger items which would make a 

greater visual display and draw people to it.  However there are conservation 

issues relating to the long term display of the copper alloy objects. 

 

In addition to the cost of acquiring a suitable display case and panel, other 

costs relating to the design of the display, and writing and production of 

captions accompanying the photographs and artefacts will be incurred.  The 

costs will be dependent upon which out of a range of display options are 

chosen.  Possible options for the display are broken down with approximate 

costs in Appendix 10.  

 

If they are to be included as display objects the prehistoric and Roman pots 

will require additional restoration beyond what is needed for analytical and 

illustration purposes (The prehistoric pot needs to be assembled from the 

sherds, while the Roman pot has a single large detached sherd which needs 

to be attached).  The commissioning of a suitable illustrator to provide a 

reconstruction drawing for a display panel and subsequent liaising is included 

a possible option and costed in Appendix 10.  Once graphics for the display 

have been completed and the conserved artefacts are ready, time needs to be 

included for the transport and installation of the display by SCC staff.  
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Appendix 1. Context list
Context Type Identifier Description

0100 Finds Finds Number Unstratified finds from machining of all trenches.

0101 Deposit Topsoil Trench 1 Topsoil.

0102 Deposit Subsoil Trench 1 Subsoil.

0103 Deposit Topsoil Trench 2 Topsoil.

0104 Deposit Subsoil Trench 2 Subsoil.

0105 Deposit Natural Trench 2 Natural.

0106 Deposit Natural Trench 1 Natural.

0107 Deposit Topsoil Trench 3 Topsoil.

0108 Deposit Subsoil Trench 3 Subsoil

0109 Deposit Natural Trench 3 Natural

0110 Deposit Topsoil Trench 4 Topsoil.

0111 Deposit Subsoil Trench 4 Subsoil.

0112 Deposit Natural Trench 4 Natural.

0113 Deposit Topsoil Trench 5 Topsoil.

0114 Deposit Subsoil Trench 5 Subsoil.

0115 Deposit Natural Trench 5 Natural.

0116 Deposit Topsoil Trench 6 Topsoil

0117 Deposit Subsoil Trench 6 Subsoil.

0118 Deposit Natural Trench 6 Natural

0119 Deposit Topsoil Trench 7 Topsoil.

0120 Deposit Subsoil Trench 7 Subsoil.

0121 Deposit Natural Trench 7 Natural.

0122 Deposit Hillwash Trench 7 Hillwash.

0123 Deposit Topsoil Trench 8 Topsoil.

0124 Deposit Subsoil Trench 8 Subsoil.

0125 Deposit Natural Trench 8 Natural.

0126 Deposit Hillwash Trench 8 Hillwash.

0127 Deposit Topsoil Trench 9 Topsoil.

0128 Deposit Subsoil Trench 9 Subsoil.

0129 Deposit Natural Trench 9 Natural.

0130 Deposit Topsoil Trench 10 Topsoil.

0131 Deposit Subsoil Trench 10 Subsoil.

0132 Deposit Natural Trench 10 Natural.

0133 Cut Ditch Trench 4 Cut of ditch.  NE-SW aligned.  Shallow concave sides, gradual B.O.S. at 
base, flat base.  3.35m wide x >1.55m x 0.35m deep.

0134 Fill Ditch Secondary fill of ditch [0133].  Mid to pale grey flecked with dark orange clay sand.

0135 Fill Ditch Primary fill of ditch [0133].  Pale grey flecked with dark orange clay sand.
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Context Type Identifier Description

0136 Fill Ditch Primary fill of ditch [0133].  Pale grey flecked with dark orange clay sand.

0137 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0133].  Mid to pale yellow brown sandy clay.

0138 Deposit Topsoil Trench 12 Topsoil.

0139 Deposit Subsoil Trench 12 Subsoil.

0140 Deposit Natural Trench 12 Natural.

0141 Deposit Topsoil Trench 13 Topsoil.

0142 Deposit Subsoil Trench 13 Subsoil.

0143 Deposit Natural Trench 13 Natural.

0144 Deposit Topsoil Trench 14 Topsoil.

0145 Deposit Subsoil Trench 14 Subsoil

0146 Deposit Natural Trench 14 Natural.

0147 Cut Pit Trench 4. Cut of pit.  Semi-circular in plan.  Steep concave sides & concave base.  
0.98m x >0.4m x 0.44m deep.

0148 Fill Pit Top fill of pit [0147].  Mid to pale yellow sandy clay.

0149 Fill Pit Fill of pit [0147].  Mid grey brown silty sand clay.

0150 Fill Pit Secondary fill of pit [0147].  Mid orange brown sandy clay with grey brown flecks.

0151 Fill Pit Primary fill of pit [0147].  Mid grey brown silty sand clay.

0152 Deposit Topsoil Trench 15 Topsoil.

0153 Deposit Subsoil Trench 15 Subsoil.

0154 Deposit Natural Trench 15 Natural.

0155 Deposit Topsoil Trench 11 Topsoil.

0156 Deposit Subsoil Trench 11 Subsoil.

0157 Deposit Natural Trench 11 Natural.

0158 Cut Ditch Trench 19.  Cut of ditch.  NW-SE aligned. Moderate straight sides and concave 
base. 1.12m wide x >1.6m x 0.38m deep.

0159 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0158].  Mottled mid grey & yellowish brown silty clay.

0160 Deposit Topsoil Trench 19 Topsoil.

0161 Deposit Subsoil Trench 19 Subsoil.

0162 Deposit Natural Trench 19 Natural.

0163 Deposit Topsoil Trench 22 Topsoil.

0164 Deposit Subsoil Trench 22 Subsoil.

0165 Deposit Natural Trench 22 Natural.

0166 Fill Depression/large pit Fill of depression/big pit [0167].  Mid brown silty clay.

0167 Cut Depression/large pit Trench 22. Cut of depression or large pit.  Moderate concave sides & unseen 
base. 5.55m x >1.6m x >1.05m deep.

0168 Cut Post-hole Trench 21.  Cut of post-hole.  Nr. Vertical sides & concave base.  0.27m diameter 
x 0.18m deep.

0169 Fill Post-hole Mottled mid grey & orangy brown sandy silty clay.

0170 Fill Ditch? Top fill of ditch? Terminal [0174].  Light orange brown sandy clay.

0171 Fill Ditch? Fill of ditch terminal? [0174].  Dark grey mottled with light orange brown sandy clay.

0172 Fill Ditch? Fill of ditch terminal? [0174].  Orange brown clay silt.
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Context Type Identifier Description

0173 Fill Ditch? Primary fill of ditch terminal? [0174].  Light grey sand silt.

0174 Cut Ditch? Trench 17.  Cut of ditch terminal?  Steep to vertical sides & flat base. NW-SE 
aligned. >1.45m x 0.83m wide x 0.4m deep.

0175 Deposit Topsoil Trench 17 Topsoil.

0176 Deposit Subsoil Trench 17 Subsoil.

0177 Deposit Natural Trench 17 Natural.

0178 Deposit Topsoil Trench 18 Topsoil.

0179 Deposit Subsoil Trench 18 Subsoil.

0180 Deposit Natural Trench 18 Natural.

0181 Deposit Topsoil Trench 20 Topsoil.

0182 Deposit Subsoil Trench 20 Subsoil.

0183 Deposit Natural Trench 20 Natural.

0184 Deposit Topsoil Trench 21 Topsoil.

0185 Deposit Subsoil Trench 21 Subsoil.

0186 Deposit Natural Trench 21 Natural.

0187 Deposit Topsoil Trench 23 Topsoil.

0188 Deposit Subsoil Trench 23 Subsoil.

0189 Deposit Natural Trench 23 Natural.

0190 Fill Post-hole Fill of post-hole [0191].  Dark brown clay mottled with dark grey.

0191 Cut Post-hole Trench 22. Cut of post-hole.  Moderate concave sides & sloping base.  0.37m x 
0.32m x 0.1m deep.

0192 Cut Ditch Trench 11.  Cut of ditch.  NE-SW aligned.  Moderate to steep convex sides & flat 
base.  >1.7m x 2.28 x 0.64m deep.

0193 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0192].  Mid to dark greenish grey brown silty clay.

0194 Deposit Topsoil Trench 24 Topsoil.

0195 Deposit Subsoil Trench 24 Subsoil.

0196 Deposit Natural Trench 24 Natural.

0197 Deposit Topsoil Trench 26 Topsoil.

0198 Deposit Subsoil Trench 26 Subsoil.

0199 Deposit Natural Trench 26 Natural.

0200 Cut Ditch Trench 12.  Cut of ditch.  NE-SW aligned.  Unexcavated.>1.7m x >1.2m wide.

0201 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0200].  Mid to dark greenish grey brown silty clay.  Unexcavated.

0202 Deposit Topsoil Trench 27 Topsoil.

0203 Deposit Subsoil Trench 27 Subsoil.

0204 Deposit Natural Trench 27 Natural.

0205 Cut Ditch Trench 18.  Cut of Ditch.  SW-NE aligned.  Moderate concave sides & concave 
base.  .3.8m x 0.9m wide x 0.21m deep.

0206 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0205].  Mid to dark greyish brown silty clay.

0207 Fill Ditch Fill of ditch [0208].  Mid orange brown silty clay sand.

0208 Cut Ditch Trench 25.  Cut of ditch.  SW-NE aligned.  Moderate convex sides & concave 
base.  1.15m wide x .1.65m x 0.43m deep.
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0209 Deposit Topsoil Trench 25 Topsoil.

0210 Deposit Subsoil Trench 25 Subsoil.

0211 Deposit Hillwash Trench 25 Hillwash.

0212 Deposit Natural Trench 25 Natural.

0213 Finds Unstratified finds Trench 39

0214 Cut Pit? Trench 40.  Cut of Pit?  Circular in plan.  Gentle to moderate straight sides & 
concave base.  3.9m x >1.4m x 0.5m deep.

0215 Fill Pit? Fill of pit [0214].  Mid to dark grey silty clay.

0216 Fill Pit? Fill of pit [0214].  Mid grey silty clay.

0217 Fill Pit? Fill of pit [0214] possible in-situ burning.  Mid reddish brown mottled with greyish 
brown silty clay.

0218 Cut Ditch? Trench 40.  Cut of possible ditch.  SW-NE aligned.  Shallow concave sides and 
concave base.  2.15m wide x >1.6m x 0.24m deep.

0219 Fill Ditch? Fill of possible ditch [0218].  Mid to dark grey & brown silty clay.

0220 Finds Finds from uncertain deposit between ditch [0218] & pit [0214].

0221 Deposit Topsoil Trench 40 Topsoil.

0222 Deposit Subsoil Trench 40 Subsoil.

0223 Deposit Natural Trench 40 Natural.

0224 Deposit Hillwash Trench 15 Hillwash.

0225 Deposit Topsoil Trench 16 Topsoil.

0226 Deposit Subsoil Trench 16 Subsoil.

0227 Deposit Natural Trench 16 Natural.

0228 Deposit Hillwash Trench 26 Hillwash.

0229 Deposit Hillwash Trench 27 Hillwash.

0230 Deposit Buried soil Trench 27 Buried soil deposit.

0231 Deposit Topsoil Trench 28 Topsoil.

0232 Deposit Subsoil Trench 28 Subsoil.

0233 Deposit Hillwash Trench 28 Hillwash.

0234 Deposit Natural Trench 28 Natural.

0235 Deposit Topsoil Trench 29 Topsoil.

0236 Deposit Subsoil Trench 29 Subsoil.

0237 Deposit Hillwash Trench 29 Hillwash.

0238 Deposit Alluvium? Trench 29 Alluvial deposit?

0239 Deposit Natural Trench 29 Natural.

0240 Deposit Topsoil Trench 30 Topsoil.

0241 Deposit Subsoil Trench 30 Subsoil.

0242 Deposit Hillwash Trench 30 Hillwash.

0243 Deposit Alluvium? Trench 30 Alluvial deposit?

0244 Deposit Natural Trench 30 Natural.

0245 Deposit Topsoil Trench 31 Topsoil.
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0246 Deposit Subsoil Trench 31 Subsoil.

0247 Deposit Natural Trench 31 Natural.

0248 Deposit Topsoil Trench 32 Topsoil.

0249 Deposit Subsoil Trench 32 Subsoil.

0250 Deposit Natural Trench 32 Natural.

0251 Deposit Topsoil Trench 33 Topsoil.

0252 Deposit Subsoil Trench 33 Subsoil.

0253 Deposit Natural Trench 33 Natural.

0254 Deposit Topsoil Trench 34 Topsoil.

0255 Deposit Subsoil Trench 34 Subsoil.

0256 Deposit Hillwash? Trench 34 Hillwash?

0257 Deposit Natural Trench 34 Natural.

0258 Deposit Topsoil Trench 35 Topsoil.

0259 Deposit Subsoil Trench 35 Subsoil.

0260 Deposit Natural Trench 35 Natural.

0261 Deposit Topsoil Trench 36 Topsoil.

0262 Deposit Subsoil Trench 36 Subsoil.

0263 Deposit Hillwash? Trench 36 Hillwash?

0264 Deposit Natural Trench 36 Natural.

0265 Deposit Topsoil Trench 37 Topsoil.

0266 Deposit Redeposited natural Trench 37 Redeposited Natural.

0267 Deposit Hardcore Trench 37 Rubble hardcore.

0268 Deposit Topsoil Trench 38 Topsoil.

0269 Deposit Redeposited natural Trench 38 Redeposited natural.

0270 Deposit Hardcore Trench 38 Hardcore rubble.

0271 Deposit Natural Trench 38 Natural.

0272 Deposit Topsoil Trench 39 Topsoil.

0273 Deposit Subsoil Trench 39 Subsoil.

0274 Deposit Natural Trench 39 Natural.

0275 Deposit Topsoil Trench 40 Topsoil.

0276 Deposit Subsoil Trench 40 Subsoil.

0277 Deposit Natural Trench 40 Natural.

0278 Deposit Topsoil Trench 41 Topsoil.

0279 Deposit Subsoil Trench 41 Subsoil.

0280 Deposit Natural Trench 41 Natural.

0281 Deposit Topsoil Trench 42 Topsoil.

0282 Deposit Subsoil Trench 42 Subsoil.

0283 Deposit Natural Trench 42 Natural.
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0284 Deposit Topsoil Trench 43 Topsoil.

0285 Deposit Subsoil Trench 43 Subsoil.

0286 Deposit Natural Trench 43 Natural.

0300 Finds U/S finds

0301 Topsoil Dark grey brown clay loam & turf

0302 fill Secondary pit fill Mottled mid to dark grey sandy clay silt.  0.75m x 0.43m x 0.32m thick.  Secondary 
fill of pit 0304.

0303 Topsoil Mottled light grey & orange brown silty clay.  0.85m x 0.37m thick. Primary fill of pit 
0304.

0304 Pit Oval, steep concave sides. 0.86m x 0.64m x 0.54m deep.

0305 Natural Mixed light grey & orange brown clay with chalk & flint, and sandy clay.

0306 fill Ditch Mid to dark brownish grey silty clay. 0.9m x >1.0m slot x 0.6m thick.  Fill of ditch 
0307.

0307 cut Ditch N-S aligned turning to NW-SE aligned linear.  Steep straight sides & flt base. 0.9m 
wide x 0.6m deep.

0308 fill Ditch light to mid brown silty clay.  0.6m wide x 0.2m thick.  Fill of ditch 0309.

0309 cut Ditch NE-SW aligned linear.  0.6m wide x 0.2m deep.

0310 fill Ditch Light to mid grey with orangy brown mottles silty clay. 0.78m wide x 0.28m thick.  
Secondary fill of ditch 0312.

0311 fill Ditch mid orangy brown clay. 0.1m thick.  Primary fill of ditch 0312.

0312 cut Ditch NE-SW aligned linear.  Steep straight sides & concave base.  1.0m wide x 0.32m 
deep.

0313 fill Post-hole Mid brownish grey silty clay.  0.55m long x 0.4m wide x 0.12m thick.  Fill of post-
hole 0314.

0314 cut Post-hole Oval shape. Shallow stepped to steep concave sides and concave base.  0.4m x 
0.55mx 0.12m deep.

0315 fill Ditch Mixed dark reddish brown and mid grey sandy clay, more clayey at base. Firm. 
Occ sm and md flint, more at base. Sharp lower horizon. Fill of shallow wide ditch. 
Pottery at base possible whole vessel - trackway fill? 2.6m wide,  0.15m thick

0316 Cut Ditch Linear SW-NE aligned. Sharp BOS  at top. Shallow straight sides, gradual BOS at 
base. Concave base. 2.6m x >c50m, 0.15m deep. Truncated a bit by machine. 
Filled by (0315). Cut of wide shallow boundary ditch. Not enough fill left to see if 
composed of more

0317 fill Pit Mottled mid to dk grey and lt orangy brown sandy clay. Mod sm flint, freq sm 
charcoal. 1.2mx1.15m, 0.13m thick. Fill of [0318]. Clear horiz clarity at base. Fill of 
prob rubbish pit [0318]

0318 Cut Pit Circular shape. Sharp BOS top. Shallow concave sides. Gradual BOS at base. 
Concave base. 1.2m x 1.15m x 0.13m deep. Filled by (0317). Cut of rubbish pit.

0319 Fill Ditch Mottled dk reddish brown and mid-dk grey sandy clay. Firm. Occ sm-med flint, occ 
fl charcoal. 0.35m x 0.17m x >1.0m deep. Mod horiz clarity. Same as (0310)? 
Upper (secondary) fill of ditch [0321]

0320 Fill Ditch Mottled orangey brown and mid grey silty clay. Occ charcoal. Occ sm and med 
flint and chalk (mainly to base). 0.61m x >1m x 0.32m thick. Mod horiz clarity at 
base. Sharp horiz clarity at top. Same as (0311)? Primary fill of ditch [0321].

0321 Cut Ditch Linear SW-NE aligned. Sharp BOS at top. Mod convex sides. Sharp BOS at base. 
Concave base. 27m x 0.61m x 0.34m deep. Filled by (0319) and (0320) same as 
[0312]. Cut of ditch. Prob re-cut of ditch [0323] which is just to SE and roughly 
parallel to [0321],

0322 Fill ditch Mottled orangy brown and lt grey silty clay. Firm. Occ fl + sm chalk. Occ fl 
charcoal. Occ sm flint. 0.6m x >1m x 0.24m thick. Fill of [0323]. Mod horiz clarity at 
base. Fill of ditch 0323

0323 Cut Ditch Linear SW-NE aligned. Sharp BOS top, convex sides, sharp BOS base. Concave 
base. 0.6m x >1m long x 0.24m deep. Filled by (0322). Cut of ditch which was re-
cut by [0321].
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0324 Fill Pit Mottled pink and purple and lt grey brown and lt orange brown silty clay. Firm and 
plastic. Mod sm and med flint - mod fl and sm chalk - occ fl charcoal. 20-30% 
purple daub. 1.55m x 1.19m x 0.28m thick. Mod horiz clarity. Fill of pit [0325]. Prob 
rubbish.

0325 Cut Pit Oval shape. Sharp BOS top. Shallow to steep concave sides. Concave base. 
1.55m x 1.19m, 0.28m thick. Filled by (0324). Cut of pit - probable rubbish pit.

0326 Fill posthole Mid grey silty clay. Firm. 0.24m wide, 0.19m thick. Occ small round flints, occ ang 
flints, occ charcoal flecks, occ pot sherds. Clear horiz. Upper fill of posthole.

0327 Fill posthole Mid brown silty clay. Firm. Occ mxed small flints, occ pot sherds, occ-mod chalk 
flecks, occ charcoal flecks. 0.3m wide, 0.2m deep. Lower fill of posthole.

0328 Cut Posthole Circular posthole. Steep straight sides, sharp break, flat base. 0.35m wide, 0.34m 
deep. Filled by (0326 and (0327). Cut of posthole. Cuts ditch [0330] to south east.

0329 Fill Ditch mid orangey brown slightly sandy clay. Firm. Occ smal flints, occ chalk nodules 
and flecks, occ charcoal flecks, occ pot sherds. 0.15m deep, 0.7m wide. Ditch fill.

0330 Cut Ditch Linear running NE-SW. concave sides, gradual break, slightly concave base. Butt 
end of shallow ditch, cut by posthole [0328] to NW, approx 1m from butt end. 
1.17m x 7m,  0.28m deep

0331 Fill Ditch Light tan, slightly orangy clayey subsoil of a moderate compaction. Stones 
throughout rounded, 5-20mm. This layer seals ditch [0333]. 0.16m thick.

0332 Fill ditch Dark brown, mottled orangy clayey silty sand. Occ charcoal flecks throughout. 
Small stones also present of a moderate compaction. 0.26m thick

0333 Cut ditch Fairly shallow flat based steep sided to west, more shallow to east. Natural under 
(0332) is of a blue grey clay with large nodules of flint, chalk and occ sand stone. 
Very hard. Possible small ditch on down slope (east). Possible trackway. 3M X 
50M x 0.4

0334 Fill Ditch Mid grey silty clay. Firm. Occ ang flints, occ charcoal flecks, occ potsherds, occ 
daub lumps. 0.45m x 14m x 0.15m deep. Horizon clarity varies along the ditch but 
is generally clear.

0335 Cut Ditch/gully Curvilinear in plan, semi circular. Runs east to west in the northern half of the 
circle. Profile changes along its length. The sides and base are concave. Uneven 
in depth. 0.17m max depth. Uneven width 0.55m x 14m

0336 Fill Ditch Mid orangy brown clay sand. Firm. Occ sm flint - occ fl charcoal - occ fl chalk. 
0.98m x >3.95m. 0.3m thick. Fill of 0337. mod horiz clarity. Secondary fill of ditch 
[0337].

0337 Cut Ditch Linear shape. NE-SW. sharp BOS top. Mod stepped sides. Sharp BOS base. 
Concave base. >3.98m x 1.04m x 0.33m thick. Filled by (0336) and (0343). 
Terminal of enclosure ditch, similar one to NW.

0338 Fill Ditch This layer is of a lighter brown clay with occ small chalk nodules 5-10mm. Of a 
moderate compaction. No finds.

0339 Finds number for finds from pit 0353.

0340 Fill Ditch Mid orangy brown with light grey mottling. Slightly sandy silty clay. Firm. Occ small 
ang flints, occ charcoal flecks, occ bone and teeth frags, occ pot frags, occ daub 
frags, occ burnt flint, mod chalk lumps and flecks.. 0.06m at deepest. Horiz poor.

0341 Cut Pit Oval. SE-NW aligned. U shaped, sharp BOS top and bottom (blurry edges) flat 
base. Filled by (0342). Shallow pit. Appears to be cut into by gully [0344], which 
seems to terminate in the middle of the pit. The exact edges are uncertain due to 
the similarity

0342 Fill Pit Mottled orange brown clay. Firm. Occ sm and medium flecks of charcoal. 0.95m x 
1.12m x 0.15m thick. Fill of pit [0341]. Exact edge uncertain, very similar to natural 
and fill of gully, (0345) contained burnt stones small fragents of probable daub.

0343 Fill Ditch Mottled lt grey clay and orange brown silty clay. Occ fl chalk - occ fl charcoal? Occ 
sm chalk and flint. Firm and plastic. 1.04m wide x 0.24m thick. Fill of [0337]. Sharp 
hoiz clarity at base. Primary silty fill of ditch terminal [0337].

0344 Cut Gully Curvilinear. SW-NE aligned. U shaped, moderate BOS top and bottom. Flattish 
base. 2.3m x 0.32m. ~0.1m deep. Filled by (0345). Shallow drip gully? Ends in pit 
[0341] on NE end. Partial, may continue to NW. cuts pit [0341].

0345 Fill Gully Mid orange grey. Sandy clay. Firm. Freq flecks of daub. Occasional flecks of 
charcoal. 2.3m x 0.32m. Depth ~0.1m. Fill of [0344]. Horiz some what blurred, 
especially with pit fill (0343). Fill of drip gully, may be of ruined building material.
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0346 Cut Ditch NE-SW aligned linear plan. U shaped profile with a sharp and v steep (85 degree) 
BOS and straight sides coming to sharp BOB (95 degrees). Shalow concave 
base, slightly inclined NE along axis of plan. ~1.1m wide, 0.5m deep. Filled by 
(0347). Cut of ditch.

0347 Fill Ditch Mid greyish-orangy-brown slightly silty sandy clay (10/20/70). V firm and cohesive. 
Rare flint pebbles (<5%). 1.1m wide, 0.5m deep. Fill of [0346]. Clear horiz. Fill of 
0346

0348 Cut Ditch NW-SE aligned linear plan. U shaped profile with a fairly steep (75 degree) BOS. 
Straight sides coming to an angular BOB (110 degrees). Concave base, level. 1m 
wide, 0.5m deep. Filled with (0349). Seg only excd NE side of feature. Possible 
boundary ditch.

0349 Fill Ditch Mid greyish orangy brown silty clay (20/80). Firm, cohesive. Rare flint pebbles 
(D=0.02m). 1m wide, 0.5m deep. Fill of [0348], v similar to (0347)

0350 Fill Pit Lt-mid grey with orange brown mottles at top. Sandy silt. 'crunchy' and firm occ fl 
and sm chalk, mod fl and sm charcoal, occ sm flint. Mod horiz clarity at base. Fill 
of [0353]. Top fill of pit? 0353. cessy feel to it. 2.8m wide, 0.39m thick

0351 Fill Pit Lt grey clay silt. Firm. Occ charcoal - occ fl and sm chalk and flint. Fill of [0353]. 
Mod horiz clarity top and bottom. Fill of rubbish pit [0353]. 1.28m wide, 0.22m thick.

0352 Fill Pit Lt grey mottled with green 'crunchy' clay silt. Mod fl and sm chalk - occ and med 
and lg flint. Occ fl charcoal. Fill of [0353]. Mod clarity at base, mod at top. Cessy 
secondary fill of rubbish pit [0353]. 3.34m wide, 0.38m thick.

0353 Cut Pit Oval shape. Sharp BOS at top. Steep slightly concave sides. Mod BOS at base. 
Concave base (uncertain if reached.) 3.5m x 1.95m, 1.32m deep. Filled by (0375), 
(0350), (0351), (0352). Cut of large rubbish pit, later used for cess.

0354 Cut Ditch Assumed to be linear in plan. Aligned SW-NE. profile - large U shape. NW edge 
BOS sharp 45 degrees approx, slightly convex. SW edge BOS 45 degrees 
approx, slightly concave. BOB sharp to flattish base. 2m wide x >1.1m long, 0.9m 
deep. Roman boundary ditch.

0355 Deposit Layer Dark greyish bluish brown silty clay. Compact. Occ md-lrg flints ang and rnded. 
0.32m deep 3.74m wide, >50m long. Horiz clear. Originally thought to be part of 
trackway. Poss fill of ditch [0354]. Appears to be deposit on top of ditch. Roman.

0356 Fill Ditch Mid orange brown slightly silty clay. Occ chalk flecks and md ang and rnd flints. 
Compact. Contained Roman? Pot and shell. Fill of [0354]. 0.34m thick. Clay slump 
fill from NW edge?

0357 Fill Ditch Light/mid greyish brown silty clay with reddy brown flecks. Occ-common sm-md 
ang and rnd flints. Occ chalk lumps and flecks. Horiz clear. 0.28m thick. Fill of 
ditch [0354]

0358 Fill Ditch light greyish brown silty clay. Freq chalk flecks and common lumps. Occ md ang 
and rnd flints. Compact. Contained poss jet, shells and pot. 0.24m deep. Slump fill 
from SE edge?

0359 Fill Ditch Dark orange/brown slightly silty clay. Common chalk lumps and flecks and occ md 
ang and rnd flints. Compact. Horiz unclear. 0.26m thick. Lower slump fill on NW 
edge of ditch - looks like nat but pot recovered.

0360 Cut Pit Oval. NE-SW. U shaped. Sharp BOS at top which increases at approx 0.3m to 
base. Flat base.0.48m x 1.6m, 0.5m deep. Filled by (0361), (0362) and (0374). 
Feature is truncated/cut by modern drainage ditch at SW end. Pit cut by modern 
drain.

0361 fill Pit Pale brownish grey. Silty clay. Firm. No incl. 1.32m wide, 0.18m thick. Fill of 
[0360]. Horiz clear. Top fill of [0360].

0362 Fill Pit Very dark brownish grey. Silty clay. Firm. Abundant charcoal and occ flint. 1.56m 
wide, 0.18m thick. Fill of 0360. horiz sharp. Mid fill of [0360]

0363 Fill Pit Mid grey silty clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints, occ charcoal flecks. 0.35m x 0.4m, 
0.11m deep. Fill of discrete pit. Clear horiz. Upper fill of discrete pit, not present 
throughout pit. Very similar to fill (0334) in ditch [0335]

0364 Fill Pit Mid orangy brown with light grey mottling, firm slightly sandy silty clay. Occ small 
ang flints, occ charcoal flecks. Lower fill of pit, does not appear in section but is 
visible in plan. Very similar to fill (0340) in ditch [0335]

0365 Cut Pit linear in plan with indistinct edges at NE and SW. gradual slope to SE edge, 
slightly steeper on NW edge. Concave base at section. Very shallow slope to edge 
at SW. 2m x 0.4m x 0.11 Similar section and fills to ditch [0335], may be surviving 
continuation.
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0366 Cut Ditch Linear in plan. Aligned SW-NE. shallow with a broad base in section. BOS sharp, 
80 degrees approx. BOB more gradual leading to a broad slightly concave base - 
sides concave. 0.72m x 50m, 0.26m deep. Roman ditch post dates deposit 0355

0367 Fill Ditch Mid reddy orange brown slightly silty clay. Compact. Occ sm flint ang and rnd. 
Horiz clear. 0.26m deep, 0.72m wide. Single fill of [0366]

0368 Cut Ditch Linear plan aligned NE-SW. U shaped profile with a fairly steep and semi sharp 
BOS, slightly concave sides, fairly smooth and ave BOB (gradual at SE side). 
Base is fairly wide and level. 1.14m wide, 0.44m deep. Filled by (0369). Boundary 
ditch cutting pit

0369 Fill Ditch Mid orangey grey brown sandy silty clay (10/20/70). Firm and cohesive. No incl. 
1.14m wide, 0.44m deep. Fill of [0368]. Clear horiz. Fill of [0368]

0370 Cut Ditch Linear/oval in plan. Aligned NE-SW. dish shaped section (NW side truc,d by 
[0368]). Shallow and smooth BOS, convex side and smooth gradual BOS coming 
to a slightly concave base. Surviving 0.8m x 2m, 0.36m deep. Filled by (0371).

0371 Fill Ditch Mid grey brown clay. V compact and cohesive. No incl. 0.8m wide, 0.36m deep. 
Fill of [0370].

0372 Fill Ditch Dark blueish brown slightly silty clay. Compact. Common flint md, an and rnd. 
Horiz unclear. 0.08m thick, 0.64m wide. Asal fill of [0354]

0373 Deposit Layer Light/mid greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Common small flint ang and rnd. 
Horiz clear. Layer under 0355 inbetween ditches [0366] and [0354]. Depth 0.14m, 
1.24m wide. Cut by [0354]. Poss same as (0357) or could be mixed layer between 
(0355) and natural.

0374 Fill Pit Mid yellowish brown clay. Compact. Rare small stones <0.004m. 1.6m wide, 0.5m 
deep. Fill of 0360. horiz diffuse. Lowest fill of [0360].

0375 Fill Pit Mottled light grey and mid orange brown silty clay. Fl, sm and md chalk, occ sm, 
md and large flint. Occ fl charcoal. Fill of [0353]. V similar to natural but contains 
finds at base of deposit. Not certain if bottomed. Primary fill of V large rubbish/cess

0376 Fill Posthole Mid orangy brown silty clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints, v occ charcoal flecks. 
0.5m  x 0.3m. 0.13m deep. No finds. 100% exc. Fill of posthole 0377

0377 Cut Posthole Oval. NE-SW. steep sides, sharp break, flat base. 0.5m x 0.3m, 0.13m deep. Cuts 
ditch [0309]. Poss associated with posthole [0381] which is approx 0.4m to SW, 
both run along the edge of ditch [0309].

0378 Fill Ditch Mottled mid grey and orangey brown silty clay. Plastic and firm. Occ fl chalk. 
>1.05m x 0.62m, 0.36m deep. Fill of [0379]. Horiz clarity sharp. Same as (0322). 
Fill of ditch [0379]

0379 Cut Ditch Linear NE-SW. sharp BOS top. Mod convex sides. Mod BOS to base. Concave 
base. >1.05m x 0.62m, 0.36m deep. Filled by (0378) same as [0323] to north east. 
Cut of track side ditch.

0380 Fill Posthole Mid orangey brown silty clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints. No finds. 0.34m x 0.32m, 
0.11m deep. Fill of posthole. Section not drawn or photo'd. 100% exc.

0381 Cut Posthole Circular. Concave sides with concave base. 0.34m x 0.32m, 0.11m deep. Filled by 
(0380). Posthole, close to [0377] and possibly associated with it. Cuts ditch [0309].

0382 Cut Pit Sub circular in plan. Square u shape in profile, steep straightish sides and flat 
base. 1.6m wide, 0.92m deep. Filled by (0383), (0384), (0430). Contained Roman 
pot and bronze pin. Poss cut by pit [0385]. Roman pit.

0383 Fill Pit Mid orangey greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Common sm-md ang and rnd 
flints, occ large flints. 0.68m deep, 1.54m wide. Horiz clear. Charcoal flecks. 
Roman pit fill. SF 1002

0384 Fill Pit Mid orangey greenish brown slightly silty clay. Compact. Chalk and charcoal 
flecks, rare ang flint (sm). 1.1m wide, 0.46m deep. Slump clay fill ?

0385 Cut Pit Circular pit. Shallow dish shaped profile with ave BOS, concave sides and gradual 
BOB. Base is concave. 0.45m x 0.4m, 0.16m deep. Filled by (0386). Poss cuts 
[0382] (see sec 41). Pit! For deposition of  SF 1001?

0386 Fill Pit Mid orangey greyish brown silty clay (20/80). Compact and cohesive. No incl. 
0.45m x 0.4m, 0.16m deep. Fill of [0385]. Small find 1001

0387 Cut Gully Linear SE-NW. V shaped, sharp BOS at top and bottom. Flat base. 2.8m x 0.6m, 
0.38m deep. Filled by (0388). Gully/ditch, possibly continuing lie of [0344], unclear 
on surface, had to excavate to find edges. Daub and charcoal suggest drip or 
foundation gull
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0388 Fil Gully Mottled mid orange grey slightly sandy clay. Firm. Frequent small flecks of 
charcoal. Occ small to large pieces of daub. 0.6m x 2.8m, 0.38m deep. Fill of 
[0387]. Horizon blurred. Inclusions were primary differentiater between fill and 
natural. Fill.

0389 Fill Pit Light grey silty clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints, v occ charcoal flecks, v occ worked 
flint flakes. 1m x 0.6m, 0.2m deep.

0390 Cut Pit Oval in plan, NE-SW. concave sides, gradual BOS uneven base. 1m x 0.6m, 0.2m 
deep. Adjacent to pit [0393] with plough scarring between the 2 pits. Close to 
posthole [0396].

0391 Fill Pit Very dark grey becoming slightly lighter lower down. Silty clay. Firm. Md-freq 
charcoal flecks and frags, occ small ang flints, v occ large ang flints, occ pot 
sherds and daub lumps, occ bone frags. 1.2m x 0.6m, 0.2m thick. Clear horizon.

0392 Fill Pit Light grey mottled with darker grey and pink sandy clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints, 
occ charcoal flecks, occ daub lumps. 0.05m thick. Clear horizons.

0393 Cut Pit Roughly oval NW-SE. shallow sloping concave sides, gradual BOS, uneven base. 
1.5m x 0.95m, 0.25m deep. Filled by (0391) and (0392). Pit adjacent to [0390] and 
posthole [0396]

0394 Fill Posthole Mid to dark grey silty clay. Firm. Occ charcoal flecks, v occ small ang flints. 0.2m x 
0.2m, 0.21m deep. Horiz clear becoming diffuse lower down. Fill in posthole, 
possibly postpipe.

0395 Fill Posthole Light grey sandy clay. Firm. V occ small ang flints, v occ charcoal and chalk 
flecking. Approx 25mm either side and below (0394) in section. Diffuse edges 
lower down, clear at top. Fill in posthole, possibly post packing.

0396 Cut Posthole Roughly circular with flattened sides, rounded corners. Steep straight sides, sharp 
BOS. Flat base. 0.25m x 0.25m, 0.25m deep. Posthole close to pits [0390] and 
[0393]

0397 Cut Ditch Linear plan aligned NW-SE. V profile with ave BOS coming to convex sides. 
Sharp BOB coming to a narrow base. 1.04m wide, 0.48m deep. Filled by (0398). 
Same feature as [0348]. Prob boundary ditch.

0398 Fill Ditch Mid browny grey sandy clay (10:90). V compact and cohesive. Rare flint pebbles 
(sub-ang, <5%, D=0.02m). Fill of [0397]. Clear horizon. Fill of [0397]

0399 Cut Pit Oval N-S. U shaped, sharp BOS. Concave. 0.35m x 0.55m, 0.15m. Filled by 
(0400). Poss pit or posthole. In an area of disturbance and fill spreads beyond 
edges at surface. Maybe a natural feature.

0400 Fill Pit Mottled mid orange/greyish brown. Sandy clay. Firm. Occasional flecks of 
charcoal. 0.35m x 0.55m, 0.15m deep. Fill of [0399]. Horizon blurred at edges and 
surface, extends beyond edges of cut at surface. Fill of pit/posthole [0399]

0401 Fill Ditch Mid grey sandy clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints, occ CBM frags, v occ charcoal 
flecks, small metal button in 3 pieces. 0.36m wide, 100mm deep. Ditch fill. 
Contains SF 1002

0402 Cut Ditch Linear E-W. concave sides, flat base. 0.36m wide, 100mm deep. Approx 10m out 
of baulk NE/SW at bottom edge of site. Filled by 0401. very shallow ditch, seems 
to fade out rather than terminate, probably ploughed away.

0403 Fill Pit Light grey sandy clay. Firm. Occ small ang flints. 0.64m x 0.64m, 0.14m deep. No 
finds. Single fill of pit. Plough scar runs NE-SW through centre.

0404 Cut Pit Sub circular. Gently sloping cocave sides, concave base. North east edge 
truncated by machine. Small pit with pough scar running through NE-SW.

0405 Cut Ditch Linear plan aligned NE-SW. U shaped profile with a fairly steep BOS coming to 
roughly straight sides that end with an have but angular BOS. Base is flat and 
slightly inclined NW. 1.2m wide, 0.56m deep. Filled by (0406, 0407). Boundary 
ditch.

0406 Fill Ditch Mid greyish brown, slightly silty clay (15:85). V compact, firm and cohesive. No 
incl. 0.26m wide, 0.14m deep. Fill of [0405]. Clear horizon. Basal fill of [0405], no 
finds.

0407 Fill ditch Mid orangy brownish grey, sandy silty clay (15:15:30). V compact and firm 
(sandier patches are more friable). Rare flint stones (<5%). 1.2m wide, 0.52m 
deep. Fill of [0405]. Fairly clear horizon. Primary fill of [0405]

0408 Cut Posthole Ovoid NE-SW. irregular sides to a concave base. 0.22m wide, 0.2m deep. Filled 
by 0409

0409 Fill Posthole Mid/dark greyish brown. Silty clay. Firm. Occ small stones. 0.22m wide by 0.2m 
deep. Single fill of posthole 0408
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0410 Cut Ditch Linear NE-SW. irregular shallow sloped sides to a concave base. 0.75m x 0.8m 
(slot), 0.13m deep. Filled by (0409). Ditch terminus.

0411 Fill Ditch Mid brownish grey. Sticky silty clay. Moderately compacted. V intermittent 
small/medium flints and stones. 0.75m x 0.8m (slot), 0.13m deep. Fill of ditch 
[0410]. Horizon moderately clear.

0412 Cut Pit Roughly oval, N-S. 'U' shape - gradual BOS except at NW end which is steep to 
approx 0.12m, irregular sides. Concave (shallow) base. 0.92m x 1.0m x  0.3m. 
Filled by (0413), (0414). Pit cut by [0415], originally thought to be opposite.

0413 Fill Pit Pale orange/brown sandy clay. Firm. Flint - frequent, whole and fragmented. 
0.23m thick. Fill of [0412]. Diffuse. Upper fill of pit [0412].

0414 Fill Pit Mid yellow/orange silty clay. Firm. Rare stones <0.006m. Fill of [0412]. Horizon 
clear. Lower fill of pit [0412]

0415 Cut Pit Roughly oval N-S. shallow U shape - gradual BOS with irregular sides. Base, flat 
but uneven. 2.71m wide, 0.42m deep. Fill by (0416) and (0417). Cuts 0412

0416 Fill Pit Pale orange brown sandy clay. Firm. Frequent burnt flint - whole and shattered. 
0.06m thick. Fill of [0415]. Horizon diffuse. Upper fill of pit [0415]

0417 Fill Pit Mid brown silty clay. Firm. Frequent burnt flint - whole and shattered. Depth of fill 
0.36m. Fill of [0415]. Horizon clear. Lower fill of [0415].

0418 Fill Pit Mid orangey greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Occ flint and chalk. 0.14m deep. 
Horiz clear. Cut of pit.

0419 Cut Pit Oval in plan, aligned NE-SW. Shallow in section, BOS gradual-v gradual. Base 
uneven. 1.3m x 0.66m, 0.14m deep. Filled by (0418). Shallow pit.

0420 Fill Pit Mid orangey greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Occ sm ang and rnd flint. 0.1m 
deep. Horiz clear. Fill of shallow pit.

0421 Cut Pit Oval in plan - v shallow section. BOS v grad to flat base. Aligned NE-SW. 1.26m x 
0.88m, depth 0.1m. Filled by 0420. shallow pit.

0422 Fill Pit Mid orangey greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Occ sm-md ang and rnd flints. 
0.22m deep. Horiz clear. Fill of pit.

0423 Cut Pit Irregular oval in plan. Aligned NE-SW. Profile, irregular, BOS ranges from 45-90 
degrees. Base irregular - flattish. 2m x 0.88m, 0.22m deep. Filled by (0422). Poss 
pit, maybe 2?

0424 Cut Pit Circular/oval (elongated N-S) plan. U shaped section with steep BOS. Concave 
side and smooth/ave BOB (only N side survives, S side ic unclear as to either 
cutting or cut by [0426]). Shallowly concaveish. 0.55m x 0.5m, 0.3m deep. Filled 
by (0425). Pit cut.

0425 Fill Pit Mid grey brown clay. No incl. Firm and cohesive. 0.55m x 0.5m, 0.3m deep. Fill of 
[0424].

0426 Cut Pit Circular plan, elongated N-S. U-shaped profile with v steep and sharp BOS. 
Leading to straight sides and relatively abrupt and ang BOB. Flat base. 0.8m x 
0.7m, 0.35m deep. Pit

0427 Fill Pit Mid greyish brown clay, no incl's. firm and cohesive. 0.8m x 0.7m, 0.55m deep. Fill 
of [0426]. Fill of pit. Blends in to (0425) with no obvious demarcation.

0430 Fill Pit Dark greyish brown silty clay. Compact. Occ sm ang and rnd flints. High charcoal 
content. 0.22m deep. Horiz clear. Fill of Roman pit.

0431 Cut Pit Ovoid. Moderately steep sides to a concave. >1.8m (visible in section), 0.5m 
depth observed. Filled with (0432), (0433) and possibly (0434).

0432 Fill Pit Dark greyish brown with dark reddish brown mottling silty clay. Friable/wet. 0.2m 
thick. At least 2m wide. Fill of pit [0431]. Slightly diffuse horizon.

0433 Fill Pit Mid/dark grey silty clay with occ charcoal flecks and small stones.

0434 Fill/depos
it

Mid reddish brown silty clay (wet). 0.05m deep - poss upper fill of pit [0431] or 
layer from another feature crossing pit. Slightly diffuse horizon.

0437 Cut Gully Curvilinear. SW-NE. very shallow, gradual BOS. Flat. 2.5m x 0.3m, depth 0.03m. 
Filled by (0438). Very shallow gully, possibly all that remains of a ring ditch/drip 
gully. Appeared to go on in semi circle on surface, but vanished when cleaned.

0438 Fill Gully Mid greyish brown silty clay. Fairly loose. Frequent small flecks of chalk. 2.5m x 
0.3m, 0.03m deep. Horiz good. Fill of shallow gully [0437], very, very shallow, 
probably some mixing with higher soils.

0439 Cut Pit Edge of oval pit. E-W. gradual slope toward centre of pit. Excavated section of pit 
is 'U' shaped. This slope appears to mirror this but only partially exc to establish 
relationship with gully [0441] = unclear. 0.34m wide, 0.18m deep. Filled by 0440

Page 11 of 13



Context Type Identifier Description

0440 Fill Pit Dark orange brown. Silty clay. Firm. Occ flint. [0439]. Horiz diffuse. Fill of [0439]

0441 Cut Gully Linear gully, N-S. 'V' shaped gully - gradual BOS regular sides. Concave. 0.7m 
wide, 0.2m deep. Filled by (0442). Gully adjoining pit [0439]. Relationship unclear, 
due to similar fill.

0442 Fill Gully Dark orange/brown silty clay. Firm. Occasional flint. Fill of [0441]. Horiz diffuse.

0443 Cut Ditch Linear, NE-SW aligned. Profile unclear. 0.6m wide, 0.24m deep. Filled by (0445). 
Prob cut by [0444] - looked like reverse in plan. Ditch pre dates [0444].

0444 Cut Ditch Linear NW-SE aligned. Steep striaght sides and uncertain base. 0.52m wide, 0.3m 
deep. Filled by (0446). Prob cuts [0443] - looked like reverse in plan. Cut of ditch 
which post dates [0443]

0445 Fill Ditch Mid orangey brown silty clay. Compact. Occ sm flint ang and rnd. 0.24m deep. 
Horiz clear. Fill of ditch.

0446 Fill Ditch Mid greyish orangey brown silty clay. Compact. Occ/common sm-md ang and rnd 
flints, some charcoal content. 0.3m deep. Horiz clear. Fill of pit.

0447 Cut Ditch terminus Linear N/S. 'U' shape, irregular sides, gradual BOS on E side, sharp on west. Flat 
and uneven base. 1.1m wide, 0.34m deep. Filled by 0448. ditch terminus.

0448 Fill Ditch terminus Pale, yellowish brown. Silty clay. Firm. Rare, small stones/flint <10mm. Depth = 
0.34m. [0447]. Horiz clear. Fill of [0447]

0449 Cut Ditch Linear NE-SW. stepped U-shape, sharp BOS at base. Flat base. 1.4m wide, slot 
1m long, 0.48m deep. Filled by (0450). Stepped sides but no extra fills visible. Soil 
very saturated so hard to clean well, may have been drainage.

0450 Fill Ditch Mid orangey brown silty clay. No inclusions. 1.4m wide, 1m slot, 0.48m deep. Fill 
of [0449] horiz clear. Fill of ditch [0449]. Appears to be same fill throughout, but 
very saturated, so difficult to see any differences.

0451 Cut Ditch Ditch terminus. Aligned SW-NE. steep sides - slight curve. BOS sharp 70 degrees 
approx. BOB gradual/sharp to near flat slightly concave base. 0.98m wide, 0.34m 
deep. Filled by (0452). Ditch terminus pre dates [0444]. No finds. Same as [0443].

0452 Fill Ditch Mid orangey brown silty clay. Compact. Common sm-md ang and rnd flints. Depth 
0.34m. Horizon clear. Fill of ditch terminus. No finds.

0453 Cut Pit Sub circular. Steep sloping sides slightly concave, becoming more gradual. 
Concave base. 3.6m x 3.5m NW/SE, 3.6m NE/SW, 1.28m deep. Filled by 0459, 
0458, 0451, 0454. pot [0455] with fill (0456) was laid on its side almost at the 
bottom of this pit.

0454 Fill Pit Mid grey with reddish brown mottling. Firm silty clay. Occ small to large ang flints, 
mod charcoal flecks and lumps, occ pot sherds, occ burnt flint. 3.5m x 3.5m, 0.8m 
deep. Upper fill.

0455 Finds Pot Pot lying on its side near base of pit. Broken across the pot, not complete. Filled 
by (0456). Mid yellow/grey silty clay. Firm, similar to (0459) but slightly darker.

0456 Fill Pot Fill of pot 0455. block lifted. Sent as sample?

0457 Fill Pit Mid brownish grey with reddish brown mottling. Firm silty clay. Occ small ang 
flints, mod charcoal flecking. Horizon is diffuse to NW becoming unclear towards 
SE. 1.8m across, 0.2m thick.

0458 Fill Pit Dark bluish grey with reddish brown mottling. Firm silty clay. Occ small to large 
ang flints, occ charcoal flecks. Horizon below is clear, horizon above is clear to the 
northwest becoming unclear to the SE. 2.45m wide, 0.2m thick.

0459 Fill Pit Mid yellowish grey with reddish brown mottling. Firm silty clay. Moderate flints 
sandstones (medium to large) at base of feature, occ charcoal flecks. 2.7m across 
base of feature, 0.2m thick. Clear horizons, primary fill of pit.

0460 Cut Ditch Cut of NE-SW aligned ditch. Linear. BOS 45 degrees approx, straightish sides, 
broad flat base. 0.92m wide, 0.2m deep. Cut of ditch.

0461 Fill Ditch Mottled reddish rown and mid grey. Sandy clay. Occ fl and sm chalk. 0.92m wide, 
0.2m deep. Fill of ditch 0460.

0462 Cut Ditch Cut of NW-SE aligned ditch. Linear.  0.95m long slot x 0.62m to 0.99m wide Same 
as 0444.  Steep straight sides flat base.

0463 Mid grey & orangy brown silty clay.  Occ flints.  0.95m long slot x 0.62m to 0.99m 
wide. Fill of ditch 0462.

0464 Cut Ditch 1m wide x 0.34m deep same as 0443 and 0451. ditch cut

0465 Fill Ditch Reddish brown clay sand, with mottled mi grey clay at base. Occ sm flints. 1m 
wide x 0.34m deep. Fill of ditch 0464
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0466 Cut Ditch Sharp BOS at top. Mod concave sides. Gradual BOS at base. Concave base. 
0.88m wide x 0.34m thick. Same as [0460]? Ditch, not sure which one area A?

0467 Fill Ditch Motled reddish brown and orangey brown. Silty clay. 0.88m wide x 0.34m thick. 
Fill of ditch [0466]

0468 Cut Ditch Linear. Sharp BOS top. Mod straight and convex sides. Mod BOS base. Concave 
base. 1.4m wide x 0.5m deep. Same as [0449]. Ditch with terminus at NE and SW 
ends.

0469 Fill Ditch Reddish brown clay sand. 1.4m wide x 0.5m deep. Fill of ditch 0468

0470 finds number for finds from context 0170 re-excavated.

0473 finds number for unlabelled bag - eventually determined to be probably from upper 
fills of pit 0453

0474 Cut Trackway Shallow concave sides and concave base.  Cut of possible trackway.3.68m wide x 
0.34m thick.
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Appendix 2. Group discussions 
Group 1001: Natural geology 
Contexts: 0305  
 
The natural geology was a mixed deposit of light grey and orange brown clay 
with chalk & flint, and sandy clay.  The natural geology sloped away to the 
southeast from a high point of 33.955m above ordnance datum (AOD) to 
32.16m AOD in excavation area A, and 33.457m AOD to 29.804m AOD in 
excavation area B.  
 
Group 1002  Enclosure 
 
Three sides of a rectangular ditched enclosure were seen over the two 
excavation areas, and a possible fourth side was seen in an evaluation trench.  
It is clear from a comparison of the sections and the finds evidence that the 
enclosure contained elements from two distinct phases, which have been 
designated G1002a and G1002b.   
 
Group 1002a: Ditch and its fills (Middle to Late Iron Age)  
Contexts: 0447, 0337, 0448, 0370, 0371, 0343, 0336, 0406? 0444, 0446, 
0460, 0461, 0205, 0206, 0466, 0467 
 
In the western portion of Excavation Area B were the remains of a SW-NE 
aligned ditch 0447, that had been largely truncated by a later phase ditch 
(G1002b). It was 0.8m wide by over 2m long and 0.36m deep, and had 
shallow convex sides and a concave base.  A further possible element of the 
truncated ditch was seen to the north and recorded as feature 0370.  This had 
a shallow convex side and a slightly concave base that was 0.8m wide by 2m 
long and 0.36m deep.  Another portion of this ditch may have been seen in a 
slot excavated through the later ditch (G1002b), and recorded as fill 0406, a 
grey brown silty clay fill.  Only a sliver of this fill was visible in the slot, and it 
was not recorded as part of an earlier ditch at the time.   
 
 
Ditch terminal 0337, which was on the same line to the SW, is quite likely to 
be part of this early phase of the ditch.  The ditch terminal was 4.2m long by 
1.1m wide and 0.34m deep, and had moderate slightly convex sides and a 
concave base.  These portions all held light yellow brown and grey brown silty 
clay fills. 
   
A sudden narrowing of the ditch forming the southern side of the enclosure, 
towards its NW end in Excavation Area A, indicates that both phases may be 
represented there.   The most likely interpretation is that the western end of 
the ditch is part of the G1002a phase.  This part is 5.3m long by circa 0.7m 
wide and 0.3m deep. The single slot excavated through this portion of the 
ditch revealed that it had steep straight sides and an uncertain base.   
 
The western ditch of the enclosure is also probably Group 1002a phase.  The 
western side of the enclosure was represented by a SW-NE aligned ditch in 
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excavation area A, that was 17.3m long by 1m wide.  Two slots were 
excavated through this ditch, 0466 and 0460, which supplemented one dug 
during the initial evaluation phase, 0205.  These generally revealed a ditch 
with moderate straight or concave sides and a flat or concave base that was 
0.2m to 0.34m deep.  The fills were generally mottled reddish brown and grey 
sandy or silty clay.  Further north on the western side of the enclosure the 
ditch was seen in evaluation Trench 20.  This ditch was investigated, but at 
the time discounted as an archaeological feature, and not assigned context 
numbers.  In retrospect this can probably be interpreted as a portion of the 
boundary ditch.  The only datable finds from this phase of the ditch were 
recovered during the evaluation.  Six sherds of flint tempered pottery, possibly 
from the same vessel, may be dated to the late Bronze Age or Iron Age  A 
number of fragments of fired clay similar to those from a nearby ring-ditch 
were recovered from one ditch segment, and some struck flint was recovered 
from another.   
 
Group 1002b: Ditched enclosure and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century 
AD?) 
Contexts: 0405, 0407, 0368, 0369, 0346, 0347, 0397, 0398, 0348, 0349, 
0462, 0463, 0158, 0159, 0168, and 0169 
 
The eastern side of this was in excavation area B.  The ditch forming the 
eastern side of the enclosure was over 22.6m long and 1.59m wide at its 
widest point.   It was SW-NE aligned, and almost completely truncated the 
Group 1002a ditch, leaving only the ditch terminal 0447 intact.   Three slots 
were excavated through the eastern side ditch; that were recorded as 0405, 
0368, and 0346.  In general, these slots revealed a ditch with steep concave 
to straight sides and a concave or flat base, that was between 0.34m and 
0.56m deep.  The ditch contained generally an orangy brown and grey sandy 
silty clay fill. 
 
A portion of the ditch forming the southern side of the enclosure was seen in 
each of the excavation areas, which based on line and alignment has been 
assumed to be the same ditch.  Three slots were excavated through this ditch, 
that was 69.5m long and at most 1.4m wide.  The slots revealed a ditch with 
steep straight or convex sides and a concave base, that was 0.3m to 0.5m 
deep.  The fills were generally grey and orangy brown silty clay.   
 
Other possible elements of this enclosure were seen during the evaluation 
phase.  In Trench 21 a single post-hole 0168 was recorded that was in line 
with the western side ditch.  The ditch was not seen in this trench, so the post-
hole may be part of a gated entrance to the enclosure.  A possible fourth side 
to the enclosure ditch may have been recorded in evaluation Trench 19, as 
0158.  There it had moderate straight sides and a concave base that was 
1.12m wide by 0.38m deep.  It held a mottled yellowish brown and grey silty 
clay fill.  Very few finds were recovered from the enclosure ditches.  A single 
sherd of Roman period pottery came from the eastern ditch, and a further 
Roman period pottery sherd from the northern ditch, along with a possibly 
intrusive fragment of post-medieval CBM.   
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Group 1003: Two Ditches and their fills (Late Bronze Age/Early-Middle 
Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0468, 0469, 0449, 0450, 0443, 0445, 0464, 0465, 0451, 0452 
 
Two parallel SW-NE aligned ditches were recorded in excavation area A.  The 
westernmost of these was 11.15m long and 1.47m wide at its widest point.  
Two slots were excavated through the ditch, 0449 and 0468, that revealed 
variously moderate stepped or straight sides and a flat or concave base 
0.48m to 0.5m deep.  The fills were orangy to reddish brown silty or sandy 
clay.  This was dated by a single fragment of flint tempered pot probably 
dating to the Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age, and a fragment of probably 
intrusive tile. 
 
Parallel to this, and located 13.7m to the SE, was a longer ditch that was over 
21.6m long by 0.95m wide.  Three slots were excavated through it, 0464, 
0443, and 0451.  These revealed a ditch with steep concave sides and a 
concave base between 0.24m and 0.34m deep.  It held generally reddish and 
orangy brown and grey silty clay fills. 
 
Group 1004: Ditch and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century AD?) 
Contexts; 0354, 0372, 0359, 0358, 0357, 0356 
 
A ditch was revealed beneath a later feature in the centre of Excavation Area 
B.  A single slot was dug through the feature, which had steep slightly convex 
sides and a flat base.  It was 2.0 m wide by over 1.1m long, and 0,9m deep, 
and aligned SW-NE.  The later feature (G1005) was similarly aligned and 
therefore completely obscured the underlying ditch.  Slots dug through the 
later feature to the SW and NE did not reveal the ditch, so it seems that the 
ditch had a limited extent.  The ditch had five fills, all generally orange or grey 
brown silty clay, except the primary fill which was blue grey.  It should be 
noted that the fills were very similar to the natural clay in the area, and it is 
possible that the ditch was missed in the slot to the SW.  The ditch was 
definitely not missed however in the slot to the NE as the natural was 
different.  An assemblage of pottery, oyster shell and animal bone came from 
the ditch fills, that dates generally to the Roman period, but cannot be closely 
dated. 
 
Group 1005: Trackway and its fills (2nd -3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0474, 0316, 0315, 0218, 0219, 0133, 0134, 0135, 0136, 0333, 
0338, 0332, 0355 
 
A shallow SW-NE aligned linear feature overlay the Group 1004 ditch, and 
extended across the entire Excavation Area B.  Five slots were excavated 
through this feature; two during the evaluation phase and three during the 
excavation phase.  The feature varied in width from 3.68m to 2.15m and was 
between 0.15m and 0.4m deep.  It had shallow concave sides and a generally 
flat base.  In general, this held a mixed grey and reddish brown clay sand fill, 
that in places overlay a lighter grey more clayey fill. 
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The feature only partly overlay the earlier ditch, so is unlikely to be the upper 
portion of that feature, although they share a SW-NE alignment.  The feature 
is shallow and extends only through the upper clay natural into the more chalk 
and flint filled material below.  This suggests either an intentional excavation 
for a track or the natural erosion of a track route into a ‘hollow-way’, by the 
passage of traffic.  A large assemblage of pottery (121 sherds), animal bone, 
heat affected flint, and an iron object was recovered from the fills of the 
trackway.  The datable pottery types were largely dated to the 2nd to 3rd 
century AD, but there was also at least one sherd dating to the late 3rd or 4th 
century AD as well. 
 
Group 1006: Ditch and its fills (2nd -3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0378, 0379, 0322, 0323, 0309, 0308, 0216 
 
Running parallel to, and to the SE of the possible trackway (G 1005), was a 
SW-NE aligned ditch.  This was between 0.6m and 0.62m wide and between 
0.2m and 0.36m deep.  It had moderately steep convex sides and a concave 
base.  It held a mottled grey and orange brown silty clay fill.  An assemblage 
of pottery (25 sherds), fired clay, flint, and animal bone was recovered, dating 
from the 2nd Century AD onwards.  
 
Group 1007: Post-holes and their fills (Undated) 
Contexts: 0381, 0380, 0377, 0376 
 
Cutting the NE extent of the Group 1006 ditch were two post-holes.  One was 
circular, measuring 0.34m by 0.32m by 0.11m deep, while the other was oval, 
measuring 0.5m by 0.3m by 0.13m deep.  One had steep sides and a flat 
base, while the other had concave sides and a concave base.  Both held mid 
orangy brown silty clay fills.  The line between these post-holes was the same 
as the alignment of the earlier ditch (G 1006).  This suggests that these post-
holes may be part of a fenced boundary to the field.  No post-holes were seen 
further to the SW, but the poor ground conditions during the excavation, may 
mean these were missed.  Alternatively, these may be part of a gateway, and 
they are contemporaneous with the later ditch (G1008).  No finds were 
recovered from these features.    
 
Group 1008: Ditch and its fills (2nd -3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0321, 0320, 0319, 0312, 0311, 0310, 0366, 0367, 0441, 0442 
 
Cutting the trackside ditch (G 1006), and probably replacing it was a similar 
ditch.  This was SW-NE aligned and between 0.61m and 1.0m wide, and 
between 0.2m and 0.34m deep.  It had variable concave or convex sides and 
a concave base.  In the four slots that were excavated, the ditch generally 
contained one or two mixed orange brown and grey silty clay fills.  An 
assemblage of pottery (46 sherds), animal bone, fired clay, and flint was 
recovered from the ditch, dating from the 1st to 2nd or 3rd century AD.  
 
Group 1009: Pit and its fills (2nd -3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0353, 0375, 0352, 0351, 0350, 0339, 0215, 0217 
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In the central portion of Excavation Area B, beside the possible trackway 
(G1005), there was a large pit, 0353.  It had steep concave sides and a 
concave base, that was 3.5m long by 1.95m wide and 1.32m deep.   This held 
four generally grey and orangy brown clay silt fills.  One fill , 0352, was 
greenish grey and had a ‘crunchy’ texture that is typical of cess deposits.  The 
upper fills of the pit were initially investigated in the evaluation phase, in 
Trench 40.  
 
The fills of this pit indicate that it was used for the disposal of household 
rubbish, but was also used for the disposal of cess.  A relatively large 
assemblage of finds was recovered from the pit.  This included pottery (250 
sherds) fired clay, oyster shell, bone, flint, and CBM.  The pit was probably 
being infilled in the 2nd century AD with the later wares all coming from the 
uppermost fill. 
 
Group 1010: Pit and its fills (2nd - 3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0431, 0433, 0432, 0434, 0220, 0439, 0440 
 
To the NW of the large rubbish and cess pit 0353 (G 1009), and cutting its 
edge was a similar, albeit shallower pit, 0431.  This pit was oval, with 
moderately steep sides and a concave base, that was 1.8m wide by 3.2m 
long, and 0.5m deep.  It held two main fills, grey and mixed grey and reddish 
brown silty clay and a more widespread, but similar reddish brown silty clay 
sealing fill or deposit.  The feature was also seen during the evaluation phase 
in Trench 40, but not fully excavated.  An assemblage of pottery (13 sherds), 
heat affected stone, oyster shell, and bone was collected from the pit, which 
date from the late 2nd Century onwards. 
 
 
Group 1011: Ring Ditch fragments, associated pits/post-holes and their 
fills (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0344, 0345, 0387, 0388, 0424, 0425, 0426, 0427 
 
In the western portion of Excavation Area B there were some fragments of 
ploughed-out ring ditch gully.  The gully was in two segments, the first NW-SE 
aligned, measuring 2.8m by 0.6m by 0.38m deep, 0387.  It had steep concave 
sides and a flat base.  There was a 0.9m gap between this segment and a 
similar curvilinear ring ditch gully to the east, 0344.  The second segment was 
SW-NE aligned, had steep concave sides and a flat base, and was 2.3m long 
by 0.32m wide and 0.1m deep.   Both features contained mid orange grey 
sandy clay fills. 
 
To the NW of these ring ditch segments were two intercutting features that 
may also have been part of the ring ditch, as they were located on its 
projected circumference.   One feature was N-S aligned, with steep concave 
sides and a concave base, that was 0.55m long by 0.5m wide by 0.3m deep, 
0424.  The other feature was more circular with straight steep sides and a flat 
base, that was 0.8m long by 0.7m wide and 0.35m deep, 0426. These 
features held similar greyish brown clay fills.  These features produced a 
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moderately sized assemblage of sand and flint tempered pot, fired clay and 
struck flint, probably dating to the Iron Age. 
 
Group 1012: Ring Ditch and its fills (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0365, 0364, 0363, 0335, 0340, 0334 
 
To the south of Group 1011 ring ditch was a similar ring ditch gully, 0335.  
Slightly less than half of a full ring was present within the excavation area, 
with a circumference of 13.8m.  The gully varied in width between 0.35m and 
0.55m, and had a maximum depth of 0.17m.  The gully had concave sides 
and a concave base, and held two grey mottled with orangy brown silty clay 
fills.  A second segment of gully lay to the west, 0365, that measured 2m in 
length by 0.4m wide, and 0.11m deep.  This also held two mottled grey and 
orange brown silty clay fills.  A small assemblage of pottery, heat affected flint, 
daub, and animal bone possibly dating to the Middle Iron Age was recovered 
from the various fills of the ring-ditch. 
 
Group 1013: Pit and its fills (Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0174, 0173, 0172, 0171, 0170, 0470 
 
A feature that was excavated during the evaluation was located within 
excavation area A.  The feature was initially interpreted as a ditch terminal, 
which was revealed to be incorrect once the whole feature was revealed, and 
it was seen to be a pit.  Pit 0174 had steep to vertical sides and a flat base.  It 
was 1.55m long by 0.83m wide and 0.4m deep.  It held a four fills, that were 
generally grey or orange brown silty and sandy clay.  The angle of the 
interface between two fills may indicate the presence of a re-cut, but this was 
not certain.  The feature was dated by two sherds of flint tempered prehistoric 
pot from the middle fills, and a single sherd of Iron Age or possible Roman pot 
from the surface. 
 
 
Group 1014:  Pit and its fills (Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 
Contexts: 0453, 0472, 0455, 0456, 0459, 0458, 0457, 0454, 0473 
 
A large pit measuring 3.6m by 3.5m and 1.28m deep was located along the 
SE boundary of Excavation Area A.  It was oval and had steep sloping sides 
and a concave base.  The four fills were generally mottled grey and reddish 
brown silty clay.  At the base of the pit was  complete pot possibly dating to 
the Late Bronze Age.  The upper fills of the pit also produced pottery sherds of 
similar type, as well as sand tempered probable Iron Age sherds, struck flint 
and fired clay. 
 
Group 1015: Ditch and its fill (Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0330, 0329 
 
A ditch that was aligned NE-SW extended into Excavation Area B from the 
SW boundary.   This had concave sides, and a slightly concave base, and 
was over 7.8m long by 1.17m wide, and 0.28m deep.  It held a single mid 

 6



HLN 009 Post-excavation assessment 

orangey brown sandy clay fill.   A single sherd of flint tempered prehistoric pot, 
a struck flint, and some possible iron slag were recovered from the ditch fill. 
 
 
Group 1016: Pit and its fill (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Context: 0318, 0317 
 
Beside ditch 0330 (G 1015), to the SE, was a circular pit with shallow concave 
sides and a concave base, that measured 1.2m by 1.15m, and was 0.13m 
deep.  It held a mid to dark grey and orangy brown sandy clay fill.  A 
moderately sized assemblage of pottery (16 sherds), fired clay and animal 
was recovered from the pit, possibly dating it to the middle Iron age. 
 
Group 1017:  Post-hole and its fills (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0328, 0327, 0326. 
 
The end of the ditch in Group 1015 was cut by a circular posthole, with steep 
straight sides and a flat base. It was 0.35m in diameter and 0.34m deep, and 
held grey and brown silty clay fills representing the post-pipe fill and the 
packing fill.  Sherds of sand tempered pot (8 sherds) and struck flint were 
recovered from the post-hole which is probably Iron Age in date. 
 
Group 1018: Pit and its fill (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0341, 0342. 
 
To the north of the Group 1012 ring-ditch there was an oval pit that had steep 
sides and a flat base.  It was 1.12m long by 0.95m wide and 0.35m deep.  It 
held a single mottled orange brown clay fill.  Two sherds of flint tempered pot 
and some heat affected flint were recovered from the pit, probably dating it to 
the Iron Age. 
 
Group 1019: Pit and its fill (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0325, 0324. 
 
In the southern portion of Excavation Area B, near to the ring-ditch (G 1012), 
there was an oval pit, with shallow to steep concave sides and a concave 
base. It was 1.55m long by 1.19m wide and 0.28m deep.  It was filled by a 
mottled pink, purple, grey brown and orange brown silty clay fill.  An 
assemblage of sand tempered hand-made pot (5 sherds) and fired clay was 
recovered from the pit, probably dating it to the Iron Age. 
 
Group 1020: Ring-ditch (Undated) 
Contexts: 0437, 0438 
 
In the southern portion of Excavation Area B a short length of a possible ring 
ditch gully was excavated.  This was semi-circular on the surface, but so 
shallow that only a short portion survived after the area was cleaned.  It was 
curvilinear and SW-NE aligned. It had shallow concave sides and a concave 
base, that was 2.5m long by 0.3m wide, and 0.03m deep.  It held a single grey 
brown silty clay fill.  No finds were recovered from the fill of this ring-ditch. 
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Group 1021: Pit and its fills (Middle-Late Iron Age) 
Contexts: 0147, 0151, 0150, 0149, 0148 
 
In the southern portion of Excavation Area B there was a pit that was 
previously seen in Evaluation Trench 4.  This pit had steep concave sides and 
a concave base.  It was 0.98m long by over 0.7m wide and 0.44m deep.  This 
held a series of four grey and orangy brown generally clay fills.  A moderate 
assemblage of pottery (114 sherds) and animal bone was recovered from fill 
0149 dated to the later Iron Age.   
 
Group 1022: Pit and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0412, 0414, 0413. 
Along the SE edge of Excavation Area B there was a roughly oval shaped pit 
with steep and irregular sides and a concave base, that measured 0.92m by 
1.0m and was 0.12m to 0.3m deep.  It held two generally orangy brown silty 
and sandy clay fills.  A small assemblage of pottery (6 sherds), and fired clay 
was recovered, dating to the 1st or early 2nd century AD.  
 
 
Group 1023: Pit and its fills (2nd - 3rd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0415, 0417, 0416. 
 
The eastern edge of pit 0412 (G 1022) was cut by a similar pit that was 
roughly oval with irregular sides and an uneven base that was 2.71m long by 
1.1m wide, and 0.42m deep.  It held two typical orangy brown sandy clay and 
silty clay fills.  An assemblage of pottery (17 sherds), fired clay and flint was 
recovered that dates from the early to mid 2nd Century AD onwards. 
 
 
Group 1024: Two pits and their fills (1st to Early 2nd century AD) 
Contexts: 0393, 0392, 0391, 0390, 0389. 
 
Two small pits were located near the eastern edge of Excavation Area B.  To 
the SW the smaller pit was oval in plan with concave sides and an uneven 
base. It measured 1m by 0.6m, and was 0.2m deep.  To the NE was a larger 
oval pit measuring 1.5m by 0.95m, that had shallow concave sides and an 
uneven base that was 0.25m deep.  These pits held variable light grey to dark 
grey silty and sandy clay fills.  An assemblage of pottery (8 sherds), fired clay 
and flint was recovered from the pit fills, dating from the 1st to 2nd Century 
AD. 
 
 
Group 1025: Pit and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0304, 0303, 0302. 
 
In The centre of Excavation Area B, beside the trackway (G 1005), there was 
a single pit that was oval with steep concave sides, measuring 0.86m by 
0.64m and 0.54m deep.  It held two mottled grey and orangy brown silty clay 
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fills.  A good assemblage of pottery (153 sherds) fired clay, animal bone and 
oyster shell was recovered from this pit, which can be dated to the 1st or early 
2nd century AD.  
 
 
Group 1026: Pit and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0382, 0384, 0430, 0383 
 
Along the SE boundary of Excavation Area B was a sub-circular pit that had 
steep straight sides and a flat base, and was 1.62m long by 1.56m wide and 
0.92m deep.  It held three, grey brown and mottled orange and greenish 
brown silty clay fills.  An assemblage of pottery (33 sherds) and animal bone 
was recovered from the pit, which dated from the1st or early 2nd Century AD. 
In addition a complete copper-alloy hair pin. (SF1002) which dates from the 
1st or 2nd century AD.  
   
Group 1027: Pit and its fill (Roman) 
Contexts: 0385, 0386 
 
Cutting the southern edge of the Group 1026 pit was a much smaller nearly 
circular pit that had shallow concave sides and a concave base that measured 
0.45m by 0.40m and was 0.16m deep.  It held an orange and grey brown silty 
clay fill and a large proportion of a pottery vessel, Small find 1001.  Most of a 
large jar that was missing both its base and rim was present in the pit.  This 
was Roman, but could not be closely dated. 
 
Group 1028: Post-hole and its fills (Undated) 
Contexts: 0396, 0395, 0394 
 
Along the SE boundary to Excavation Area B, near to pit Group 1024, there 
was a circular post-hole with steep straight sides, and a flat base, that was 
0.25m in diameter and 0.25m deep.  It held two grey sandy and silty clay fills 
representing the post-pipe and packing fills.   No finds were recovered from 
the post-hole.  Assigned to early Roman period by association with pit Group 
1024 only. 
 
Group 1029: Two pits and their fills (Roman) 
Contexts: 0419, 0418, 0421, 0420 
 
In the eastern portion of Excavation Area B, near to pit Group 1024, was a 
similar pair of pits.  The northern-most pit was oval, measuring 1.26m by 
0.88m by 0.1m deep.  It had shallow concave sides and a flat base.  The other 
pit was oval and measured 1.3m by 0.66m, and was 0.14m deep.  It had 
shallow concave sides and an uneven base.  There was a suggestion that the 
southern pit cut the northern pit, but this was not a clear stratigraphic 
relationship.  The pits contained very similar orange and grey brown silty clay 
fills.  Three sherds of Roman period pottery were recovered from the fill of one 
of the pits.  Assigned to early Roman period by association with pit Group 
1024 only. 
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Group 1030: Pit or Post-hole and its fill (Roman) 
Contexts: 0314, 0313 
 
In the eastern portion of Excavation Area B, to the east of Trackway Group 
1005, there was a shallow oval possible post-hole.  It had stepped and steep 
concave sides and a concave base, that measured 0.4m by 0.55m, and was 
0.12m deep.  It held a single mid brown grey silty clay fill.  Two sherds of 
Roman period pottery and some heat affected stone came from the post-hole. 
Assigned to early Roman period by association with pit Group 1024 only. 
 
Group 1031: Ditch and its fill (Roman) 
Contexts: 0410, 0411. 
 
A SW-NE aligned ditch ran along the SE boundary of Excavation Area B.  It 
was 8.4m long by 0.75m wide, and was 0.13m deep.  It had shallow irregular 
sides and a concave base.  The ditch contained a single mid brown grey silty 
clay fill.  A small assemblage of pottery (14 sherds) was recovered from the 
ditch fill.  The pottery types could not be closely dated except for a single 
sherd which may be early Roman. 
 
Group 1032: Post-hole and its fill (Undated) 
Contexts: 0408, 0409. 
 
Near to the southern terminal end of the ditch in Group 1031 was a single 
post-hole.  This was oval, with steep irregular sides and a concave base, that 
was 0.22m wide and 0.2m deep.  It held a single mid to dark grey brown silty 
clay fill.  A single struck flint came from the post-hole fill. 
 
Group 1033: Post-hole and its fill (Undated) 
Contexts: 0399, 0400 
 
Near to Group 1011 ring ditch was a single oval possible post-hole.  It was 
0.55m long by 0.35m wide and 0.15m deep.  It had steep concave sides and a 
concave base, and was filled with a single mottled orange and grey brown fill.  
No finds were recovered from the post-hole. 
 
Group 1034: Pit and its fill (Undated) 
Contexts: 0404, 0403 
 
Near to the Group 1029 pits there was a single small sub-circular pit that had 
shallow concave sides and a concave base.  It measured 0.64m by 0.64m 
and was 0.14m deep, and held a single light grey sandy clay fill.  No finds 
were recovered from the pit.  It has been assigned to early Roman period by 
association with pit Group 1024 only. 
 
Group 1035: Pit and its fills (1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0360, 0374, 0362, 0361 
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Just to the west of ditch Group 1031, in the eastern portion of Excavation 
Area B, was a large pit that had steep straight sides and a flat base.  The pit 
was 1.6m long by 0.48m wide and 0.5m deep.  It held three yellowish brown 
or brownish grey silty clay fills.  An assemblage of finds was recovered from 
the pit including potter (58 sherds), heat affected flint, oyster shell, animal 
bone and an iron nail.  Also a copper-alloy hinged brooch dated c 43-120 AD 
was recovered from an environmental sample.   
 
Group 1036: Pit and its fill (1st to Early 2nd Century AD) 
Contexts: 0423, 0422. 
 
Near to the Group 1029 pits there was a similar pit that was irregular and oval 
in plan.   It had irregular sides and irregular flattish base, and measured 2m by 
0.88m, and was 0.22m deep.  It held a single mottled orangy and grey brown 
silty clay fill.  A single sherd of pottery dating to the 1st Century AD was 
recovered from the pit. 
 
Group 1037: Ditch and its fill (Roman) 
Contexts: 0207, 0208 
 
A single SW-NE aligned ditch was seen in evaluation Trench 25 but probably 
not in the excavation areas.  It had moderate convex sides and a concave 
base, that was 1.15m wide and over 1.65m long, and was 0.43m deep.  It held 
a mid orange brown silty clay and sand fill.  A single sherd of Roman period 
pottery was recovered from the ditch. 
 
Group 1038: Ditch and fill (17th Century AD +) 
Contexts: 0402, 0401. 
 
In the eastern portion of Excavation Area B there was a SW-NE aligned linear 
feature, that was 10m long by 0.36m wide.  It had concave sides and base 
that was 0.1m deep, and held a single mid grey sandy clay fill.  Four bits of 
CBM and a copper alloy button (SF 1001) came from the ditch which date it to 
the late 17th Century or later. 
 
Group 1039: Ditch and its fill (17th Century AD +) 
Contexts: 0307, 0306. 
 
To the east of the trackway Group 1005, along the NE side of Excavation 
Area B, there was a predominantly NW-SE aligned ditch.  At its NW end the 
ditch curved to a more N-S  alignment.  The ditch had steep straight sides and 
a  flat base, measuring circa 25.5m by 0.9m and 0.6m deep.  It held a single 
brownish grey silty clay fill.  An assemblage including pottery (1 sherd, 
residual Roman), CBM (Late medieval floor bricks), animal bone, clay pipe 
and a nail was recovered dating from the 17th century or later. 
 
Group 1040: Ditch and its fills (17th Century AD +) 
Contexts: 0192, 0193, 0200, 0201. 
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Two parts of a SW-NE aligned ditch were seen during the evaluation phase, 
but not in the excavation areas.  This ditch ran between the two excavation 
areas and was seen in evaluation Trenches 11 and 12.  It had moderate to 
steep convex sides and a flat base, and was over 1.7m long by 2.28 wide by 
0.64m deep.  It held dark greenish grey brown silty clay fills.  No finds were 
recovered from this ditch. 
 
Group 1041: Overburden (17th Century AD +) 
Contexts: 0331, 0301, 0211. 
 
Along the SW edge of Excavation Area B the archaeological features were 
overlain by a light orangy and yellowy brown subsoil deposit that was at most 
0.16m thick.  During the evaluation phase, this subsoil deposit was seen 
across much of the site.  Over this was a dark grey brown clay loam topsoil 
and turf deposit.  
 
Not seen in the excavation areas, but present in the lower lying parts of the 
field, was a light orangy brown sandy clay hillwash deposit.  Three sherds of 
residual Roman pottery were recovered from the topsoil deposit. 
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Appendix 3. Finds quantification  
 

Ctxt Pot 
No 

Pot 
Wt g 

CBM 
No 

CBM 
Wt g 

Fired 
clay 
No 

Fired 
clay 
Wt g 

Flint 
No 

Flint 
Wt g 

Bunt 
Flint 
No 

Bunrt 
Flint 
Wt g 

Oyster 
No 

Oyster 
Wt g 

Animal 
bone 
No 

Animal 
bone 
Wt g 

Miscellaneous Spot date 

0100     5 485     1 9             nat frag 1@37g mod 
0110     2 109                       Rom 
0120     1 386                       Rom 
0134 6 50                     1 60 iron 1@1g Rom 
0137 1 1                     2 3   Rom 
0149 114 369                     6 3   preh 
0159 1 3 1 3                     charcoal 1@1g p-med 

Rom 
0166 9 65 5 206                       p-med/ 

mod 
0171 1 13         1 6 2 15     2 1 brt flint 2@15g, iron 1@1g preh? 
0172 1 2                           preh 
0190             1 3         1 1     
0206 6 13                           LBA-EIA? 
0207 1 3                           Rom? 
0213     5 272                       Rom? 
0215 48 251     20 187     2 39     8 7 brt flint 2-39g, chalk 2@1g Rom 
0216 17 78                     7 10   Rom 
0219 3 8                           Rom 
0220 4 7                           Rom 
0301 3 14                           Rom 
0302 124 624     13 33             9 35 charc 2@1g Rom 
0303 29 233                 1 16     brt animal bone 4@4g Rom 
0304         3 34                     
0306 1 6 20 4382                 2 105 clay pipe 1@7g; coal 1@3g; 

fe nail @18g 
p-med/ 
mod? 

0310 8 30                     8 63   Rom 
0313 2 2                         burnt stone 2@23g Rom 



Ctxt Pot 
No 

Pot 
Wt g 

CBM 
No 

CBM 
Wt g 

Fired 
clay 
No 

Fired 
clay 
Wt g 

Flint 
No 

Flint 
Wt g 

Bunt 
Flint 
No 

Bunrt 
Flint 
Wt g 

Oyster 
No 

Oyster 
Wt g 

Animal 
bone 
No 

Animal 
bone 
Wt g 

Miscellaneous Spot date 

0315 35 517                     11 139   Rom 
0317 16 46     140 864     1 9.00     43 102 heated stone pieces 

4@189; brt animal bone 
8@2g 

preh 

0319 34 297         1 1         5 30   Rom 
0324 5 2     47 239                   preh 
0326 6 4         1 7             brt animal bone 1@1g  
0327 2 5         1 1             heated stone piece 1@440g preh 
0329 1 3         1 4             sandstone piece 1@90g, Fe 

?slag 1@46g 
  

0332             2 24         4 27     
0334 2 7                     1 1 unident stone frags 6@37 preh 
0336             4 38                 
0339 14 92         2 16     1 11 1 6   Rom 
0340 1 1 1 1         1 84     19 18   preh 
0342 2 9             1 39         brt stone cobble 1@46 preh 
0345 43 134     9 54 1 3               preh 
0347 1 7                           Rom 
0350 108 905 1 21 24 195         6 33 26 112 brt stone cobble 5@57g; Fe 

handle @ 31g &  nail end 
@2g; bt bone 1@3g 

mod 

0351 2 15     1 5         2 7 1 4   Rom 
0352 43 487     7 66 1 4     17 132 27 190 other shell 1@1g Rom 
0355 75 772             1 53     7 26   Rom 
0356 4 27                 8 76       Rom 
0358 2 16                 3 37 1 3 coal 3@3g Rom 
0359 11 57                           Rom 
0361 28 117     14 27     1 4     4 4 Fe nail end @2g Rom 
0362 28 125     1 10         1 8 1 1 unident micaceous 

ironstone 1@13g 
Rom 

0367 1 5     1 2                   Rom 



Ctxt Pot 
No 

Pot 
Wt g 

CBM 
No 

CBM 
Wt g 

Fired 
clay 
No 

Fired 
clay 
Wt g 

Flint 
No 

Flint 
Wt g 

Bunt 
Flint 
No 

Bunrt 
Flint 
Wt g 

Oyster 
No 

Oyster 
Wt g 

Animal 
bone 
No 

Animal 
bone 
Wt g 

Miscellaneous Spot date 

0375 35 109                 7 62 25 105 ?heated stone 1@13; other 
shell 2@1g 

Rom 

0378 8 35     1 3 1 7         1 1  water-round stone 1@40g Rom 
0383 8 33                     16 43   Rom 
0386 70 1166                           Rom 
0388 2 13     50 26     3 44           Preh 
0389             2 4                 
0391 8 50                           preh 
0392         4 13 1 1                 
0401     4 19                       L-med/p-

med 
0409             1 1                 
0411 14 98                           Rom 
0414 6 23     3 20                   Rom 
0417 17 208     1 2 4 28             ?coal 2@1g ?Rom 
0420 3 10                           Rom 
0422 1 13                           Rom 
0427                             ?heated nat stone 1@59   
0430 25 123                     1 37   Rom 
0432 8 92     1 1         1 23 3 26   Rom 
0433                             ?heated stone piece 1@20g   
0434 1 10                           Rom 
0442 3 14                     7 13   Rom 
0448         14 18                     
0454 2 4                         charc 2@1g preh 
0455 37 619                         charc 1@2g preh 
0469 1 7 1 46                     p-tile 11mm thick preh 
0470 1 2                             
0473 63 182     1 5 1 7             worked flint flake 1@7g 

burnt 
preh 

 



 



Appendix 4. Pottery catalogue  
 

Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
0134 GX b 3 15   abr. Rom 
 GX r 1 6 4 abr. E-M 2C+? 
 BSW b 2 29   abr. Rom 
0137 BUF b 1 1   thin buff sherd 1-2/3C? 
0149 HMS r 2 14   Flat-topped rim IA 
 HMS ba 1 7   footring base preh 
 HMS r 2 11   abr everted thick rim preh 
 HMS rbba 109 337   sherds from 2 pots up to 11 mm thick dark surfaces preh 
0159 BSW b 1 3   v abr bodysherd Rom 
0166 LSRW b 3 41     18th-19th C 
 GX b 4 15   abr. Rom 
 BSW b 1 2     Rom 
 YELW b 1 7     L18th-19th C 
0171 HMF b 1 13   abr, up to 10 mm thick common s-m flint preh 
0172 HMF b 1 2   abr, flaked sherd preh 
0206 HMF b 5 10   all same pot 5 mm thick preh 
 HMF b 1 3   flake from wall of pot preh 
0207 GX b 1 3   abr. Rom 
0215 BSW r 1 28 10   1-2/3C? 
 SACG b 1 1   abr. 2C 
 BSW b 29 126   abr. Rom 
 SACG f 1 7   abr. Dr 38 M-L 2C 
 BUF b 3 3   abr. Rom 
 SACG b 1 3   Dr 33 2C 
 GX b 9 43   abr. Rom 
 GX f 1 14 7 Flange or rim, form? P 6.15 out-turned rim/flanged bowl Rom 
 BSW r 1 9 5 Abr. Rom 
 BSW r 1 17 10 Abr. Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
0216 GX b 1 10   Romanising fabric C1 
 GMG b 2 11   abr Rom 
 GX b 11 37     Rom 
 SACG b 1 17   v abr dish sherd Had-Ant 
 BUF b 2 3   v abr Rom 
0219 GMB b 3 8     Rom 
0220 GX b 4 7   abr. Rom 
0301 GX b 1 1     Rom 
 GX r 2 13 15 ?P 5.9, abr, similar to Cam 307 (L2-3/?4C) 2-3C 
0302 GX b 6 13     Rom 
 GX r 1 10     Rom 
 GX b 5 30     Rom 
 BUF b 71 142   abr SV 1-2/3C 
 BUF bba 6 23   abr SV, poss. oxidised greyware Rom 
 GX r 1 3 7 small jar/bowl rim Rom 
 GMB b 12 177     Rom 
 BSW r 4 43 40 ?P 6.21 jar/bowl with upright beaded rim, black deposit on rim 1-E2CC 
 SASG b 1 4   Dr 29 or 37 decorated bowl sherd, form not clear, leaf & tendril design Claudio-Neronian 
 BSW b 7 34     Rom 
 BSW rb 7 57 36 P 5.1 carinated bowl with shoulder cordon 1-E2C 
 GMG r 2 14 25 P 3 beaker with evereted rim 1-E2/2C 
 BSW rbba 1 74 12 P 6.21deep dish/bowl with interned rim, profile 1-E2C 
0303 GMG b 26 227   SV prob P 6.21 1-E2C 
 SASG b 1 1     L1C 
 BSW b 2 5   neck sherds with black carbonised deposit or coat Rom 
0306 GX b 1 6   very sandy poss. Ver. Region white ware 1-2C? 
0310 BUF bh 8 30   P1 abr flagon neck and handle sherds 1-2/3C 
0313 GX b 1 1     Rom 
 GMG b 1 1     Rom 
0315 BSW b 14 67   abr Rom 
 GX r 4 59 40 jar or narrow mouth large storage Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
 GX b 10 71     Rom 
 COLBM rs 1 269 14 Cam 195A, gritted on rim, prob Neronian-Flavian L1C 
 GX r 6 51 70 ?P3.81 note no body sherds with applied dots 2C 
0317 HMS b 1 1   small sherd, sand and some white quartz IA 
 HMS b 10 16   sherds and frags form more than one pot, some sparse chaff IA 
 HMS b 5 29   sherds, 3 join, prob SV, burnished, fine sand, some sparse chaff MIA 
0319 BSW r 1 23 20   Rom 
 STOR b 3 56   prob large storage jar, wheel made, sandy Rom 
 BSW r 1 10 8 everted rim 1-2C 
 BSW r 1 5 6 everted rim Rom 
 GX b 15 108     Rom 
 BSW b 8 16     Rom 
 GX ba 1 25     Rom 
 BSW r 1 7 8 small rim sherd from a jar/bowl with groove on top of rim Rom 
 GX r 3 47 25 prob part of a bowl Rom 
0324 HMS b 5 2   sherds frags, prob hand made IA? 
0326 HMS b 6 4   abr, fine sand-temp frags, one with faint comb decoration (see 0327) IA? 
0327 HMS b 2 5   abr, fine sand-temp frags, one with faint comb decoration (see 0326) IA? 
0329 HMF b 1 3   common med-large flint Preh 
0334 HMS b 1 4     IA 
 HMF b 1 3   small-med flint, occ large preh 
0339 BUF b 2 20     1-2/3C 
 SACG r 1 4   ?Dr 38 abr 2/L2C 
 GMG b 3 11     Rom 
 GMG r 1 13 9 jar/bowl Rom 
 BSW r 3 20 7 P 5.4 2-3/4C 
 GMG r 1 19 11 P 5.9 wide mouth jar/bowl 2-3C 
 CGBL b 1 2   P 3.6 abr beaker decorated with barbotine tendrils, micaceous M2-E3C 
 BSW b 2 3   sandy dark surfaced sherds, faint parallel grooves on one Rom 
0340 HMS b 1 1   sherd flake, gritty sand-temper MIA? 
0342 HMS b 1 3   gritty sand-temper, some sparse chaff IA? 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
 HMS b 1 6   large pot IA? 
0345 HMS b 5 55   gritty sand-tempered, rare flint, thick sherds IA 
 HMS b 38 79   gritty sand-temper IA 
0347 GX r 1 7 7 abr jar/bowl Rom 
0350 GX ba 2 81   BB type dish/bowl 2-4C 
 GX b 46 356     Rom 
 BSW r 1 3 3 P 6.19 2-4C 
 GMG b 1 6     Rom 
 BSW r 2 13 7 internal groove similar to P 6.21 Rom 
 HOG? b 14 65   prob HOG 2-3/4C 
 STOR bba 3 29     Rom 
 BSW b 18 74     Rom 
 HOG? b 1 13 3 poss HOG grey from large storage jar 2-3/4C? 
 BSW r 1 4 9   Rom 
 BSW r 1 20 6 P 6.18 2-3C 
 SACG r 1 10 17 ?Dr 38 (see 0039) 2/L2C 
 BSW r 1 15 6 P 6.18 2-3C 
 BSW r 1 15 10   Rom 
 BSW r 1 6 10 P 6.18 2-3C 
 GX r 1 7 4 P 4.1 shouldered jar 1-E2C 
 GX r 1 11   P 6.17 L2/3-4C 
 BSW r 1 9 8 P 6.18 2-3C 
 HOG? ba 1 67   prob HOG 2-3/4C 
 GMG r 1 79 11 P 5.9 wide mouth jar/bowl (see 0039) 2-3C 
 BSW r 1 7 4 simple rim from jar/bowl Rom 
 SACG b 1 3   ?Dr 18/31 or 31 2C 
 SAEG b 3 2   sherd flakes M2-M3C 
 BUF b 3 9     Rom 
 COLC b 1 1   abr M2-M3C 
0351 GMG r 1 12 6 prob 1-2C ?1-2C 
 BSW ba 1 3     Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
0352 HOG? r 1 28   Evans 16? Prob HOG M2-3/4C 
 BSW r 3 18 15 P 4.1 shouldered jar 1-E2C 
 COLC r 1 1 7 P 3.6.4 cornice rim beaker M2-E3C 
 SAEG r 1 47 30 Dr 27 M2C 
 HOGB? ba 3 206   prob. HOGB M2-3/4C 
 GMG b 1 9   P 3.8 panel dot beaker 2C 
 GX b 23 110     Rom 
 BSW r 1 10 7 abr Rom 
 BSW b 7 23     Rom 
 GX r 1 9 10 ?P 4.13 similar, small bead rim beaker/jar 1C? 
 GX ba 1 26   cut down base to form ?counter, broken Rom 
0355 GX r 1 16 10 abr Rom 
 HOG? r 1 8 5 prob HOG, hooked rim jar 2-3/4C? 
 BSW r 1 11 4   Rom 
 GMG r 1 7 5 abr everted ?beaker rim 2C? 
 GMG r 2 16 21   Rom 
 GX ba 1 62     Rom 
 GX r 3 27 23 ?P 4.6 2-4C? 
 BSW r 1 10 14 rim from a small bowl or jar Rom 
 SAEG b 1 9   Dr 31 abr L2-M3C 
 SAEG rbba 2 148 86 Dr 33 most of pot in 2 sherds, area of wall and rim missing, ?burial/votive M2-M3C 
 GMG b 10 86 20 abr, jar/bowl Rom 
 SAEG r 1 18 13 Dr 31 abr L2-M3C 
 SAEG b 2 1   flakes M2-M3C 
 GX b 34 228     Rom 
 NVCC b 1 1   abr, beaker sherd, dark slip, pale cream fabric L3-4C 
 BUF b 1 2   abr pale cream fabric Rom 
 BSW b 11 113     Rom 
 SAEG f 1 9   Dr 38 abr L2-M3C 
0356 GX b 4 27     Rom 
0358 GX b 1 8     Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
 GX r 1 8 7   Rom 
0359 GX b 11 57     Rom 
0361 BUF b 1 11     Rom 
 GMG b 5 20     Rom 
 GX b 8 23     Rom 
 BSW b 10 35     Rom 
 BSW r 1 12 5 jar/bowl Rom 
 BSW r 1 6 5 jar/bowl Rom 
 BSW r 1 7 7 jar/bowl Rom 
 GMG r 1 3 4 everted rim from a ?beaker 2C? 
0362 GX b 3 18   SV, fine grey ware, poss a narrow mouth jar Rom 
 GX b 11 49     Rom 
 GX r 1 3 3   Rom 
 BSW b 11 24     Rom 
 BSW b 1 8   abr Rom 
 BSW r 1 23 8 upright rim of large jar, poss 1-2C Rom 
0367 GX b 1 5     Rom 
0375 BSW b 8 28   abr E Rom? 
 BSW b 10 24     Rom 
 GMG b 1 2     Rom 
 GX r 1 10 8 prob mid-late Roman 2-4C 
 HOG? r 1 27 3 Evans 10-11 2-3/4C 
 GX b 14 18     Rom 
0378 GX b 1 19     Rom 
 BSW b 6 15   abr Rom 
 GRF b 1 1   abr prob folded or indented beaker 2-3/4C 
0383 GMG b 4 22     Rom 
 GMB b 1 2     Rom 
 GX b 3 9     Rom 
0386 GX b 70 1166   body sherds repre 

senting most of a large jar, no rim or base 
Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
0388 HMF b 1 9   9 mm thick, small-med flint, occ large Preh 
 HMS b 1 4   shoulder of a jar/bowl, sand-tempered IA 
0391 GX b 2 20     Rom 
 BSW b 1 3     Rom 
 BSW b 1 4   carinated 1-2C 
 BSW r 1 7 6 rim sherd from a jar or bowl, slightly micaceous E Rom 
 BSW b 1 2   slightly micaceous sherd R Rom 
 GMG b 2 14     Rom 
0411 BSW b 8 43     Rom 
 GMG b 1 3     Rom 
 GX r 1 9 3 large jar or bowl Rom 
 BSW r 1 13 6   E Rom? 
 BSW r 1 4 2   Rom 
 BSW ba 1 4     Rom 
 GMB r 1 22 6 abr, micaceous Rom 
0414 BSW b 3 11     Rom 
 BSW r 1 9 6 ?P 4.1 shouldered jar 1-E2C 
 GX b 2 3     Rom 
0417 GX b 4 15     Rom 
 GMG b 1 3     Rom 
 GX r 1 6 5 ?P 4.1 shouldered jar 1-E2? 
 BSW b 6 20     Rom 
 GMB b 1 42   large jar Rom 
 GMG r 1 15 3 ?P 6.19 E/M2C+? 
 BSW r 1 15 7 ?P 4.1, jar or poss bowl? Abr 1-2C? 
 AA b 2 92   Dressel 20 olive oil amphora 1-2/E3C 
0420 BUF b 1 1     Rom 
 GX b 2 9     Rom 
0422 GX r 1 13 11 6.92, concave sided bowl 1C 
0430 GX r 1 10 6 jar rim E-Rom? 
 BSW b 19 25   abr Rom 



Ctxt Fabric Form No Wt g Eve Comments Spot date 
 GX rb 4 59 25 P 4.13 beaker with small everted rim 1C 
 STOR b 1 29   dark surface, grog/burnt organic-temper 1-E2C 
0432 SACG r 3 30 9 Wa 79 dish L2C 
 GX b 2 12     Rom 
 BSW b 2 42     Rom 
 BSW b 1 8   abr, poss HOG? 2-3/4C? 
0434 GX b 1 10     Rom 
0442 GX b 2 11     Rom 
 GX r 1 3 5 rim bead only Rom 
0454 HMF b 1 2   s-m flint preh 
 HMF b 1 2   m-l flint preh 
0455 HMF rb 36 600 40  +8 frags, SV shouldered jar/bowl with flat-top upright rim, most of pot, votive? (0459) LBA 
 HMF b 1 19   sherd from a large vessel ?urn BA? 
0469 HMF b 1 7   s-m flint occ large, thick sherd from a large pot preh 
0470 HMS b 1 2   sherd frag, poss Rom?. IA? 
0473 HMF b 1 8   rounded shoulder sherd (no number) preh 
 HMF ba 1 14   area of dense sand temper (no number) LBA/?EIA 
 HMF b 60 153   sherds + small frags (no number) preh 
 HMS b 1 7   medium coarse sand some surface drag/wipe scratches (no number) IA 

 



Appendix 5. Fired clay catalogue 
 

Ctxt Fabric no wt g Notes 
0215 mscpf 20 187   
0302 ms 8 27 well fired (WF) 

 fs 5 6 abr frags 
0304 mscp 1 23 rounded corner edge 

 ms 2 11 flat surfaces, brown red, WF 
0317 fs 4 69 rounded corner edges 

 mscp 10 84 frags 
 fs 8 44 frags (some poss have organic inclusions) 
 ms 94 247 msic frags, most medium sandy, too small to describe by fabric 
 fs 2 14 edges of small-medium dia perforations 
 fsfl 6 50   
 msc 14 280 various pieces, some with flat edges 
 msc 1 52 med-large perforation edge, loomweight? 
 mscp 1 24 rounded corner 

0324 fscp 6 28 frags 
 fsc 2 11 frags 
 fscp 1 30 flat surface 
 ms 32 59 misc frags WF 
 fsc 2 45 flat surfaces 
 ms 4 66 flat surface WF 

0345 ms 1 8   
 ms 8 46 flat surfaces, brown red, WF 

0350 mscp 1 104 rounded edge from a clay slab, bar or weight 
 mscp 1 7 rounded edge piece with groove and small depressions in it from ?comb 
 ms 18 58 frags, WF 
 mscp 4 26 flat surfaces 

0351 fs 1 5 abr pale fabric 
0352 fs 1 7   

 fsc 6 59   
0361 mscp 10 11 frags 

 ms 4 16 flat surfaces, brown red, WF 
0362 fsc 1 10   
0367 ms 1 2 WF 
0378 mscp 1 3 abr 
0388 ms 50 26 frags & crumbs 
0392 fscp 2 5   

 ms 2 8   
0414 fscp 3 20 flat surface on largest piece 
0417 mscp 1 2 WF 
0432 ms 1 1   
0448 ms 14 18 frags & crumbs, WF 
0473 fsc 1 5 abr 

 



 



Appendix 6. CBM catalogue
Context Fabric No Weight Notes

0100 1 76 ridged land drain

0100 fscp 1 351 ?floor brick - late med-early post-med

0100 1 14 frag. of p-med/modern brick

0100 2 44 thin (14 mm) abraded frags, p-tile? or imbrex

0110 1 88 abraded

0110 1 21 abraded

0120 msfe 1 386 very abraded

0159 msf 1 3 sm &abr

0166 1 194 abraded

0166 4 12 abraded frags

0213 5 272 abr. all one, rounded edges, ?cut-down, rounded

0306 fscp 4 1140 flat ?floor bricks pale reddish cream fabric

0306 fs 3 1014 flat ?floor bricks, cream fabric

0306 ms 1 161 flat ?floor brick, red fabric

0306 ms 1 61 p-tile with naile hole

0306 fs 1 37 p-tile

0306 ms 1 500 unfrogged red brick

0306 ms 3 923 unfrogged red brick

0306 cs 1 147 brick frag, unident stone inclusions

0306 ms 3 335 abraded brick pieces, some small stone inclusions

0306 ms 1 42

0306 ms 1 22 abraded tile piece

0340 1 1 frag

0350 ms 1 21 frag. ?Rom

0401 4 19 abr. Frags

0469 fs 1 46

Page 1 of 1



 



Appendix 7. Worked flint catalogue 
 

Ctxt Identifier F Cat. Type Date No. Comp. Cort. Sharp E.dam. Comment 
0100 Finds No.   flak flake mod 1 1 0   some irreg 
0171 Ditch? 0174 flak flake Preh? 1 1 0 quite   v irreg thickish - hh, pat 
0190 Post-hole 0191 flak flake   1 1 1 yes   qu sm squat, thin but broad convex cort plat, v slight milky pat 
0319 Ditch 0321 flak flake Rom 1 0 1   slight v sm frag, cort plat 
0326 posthole 0328 flak flake Preh 1 1 1 yes   sm irreg, white pat cort, cort plat 
0327 posthole 0328 flak flake Preh 1 1 1 yes   v sm 
0329 Ditch 0330 flak flake   1 0 1 yes   irreg, prox missing, qu sm, slight milky pat 
0332 ditch 0333 flak flake   1 1 1 yes   irreg 
 ditch 0333 utfl utilised flake   1 1 1   some qu battered but some on part of left edge cld be due to use  ?, 

prim 
0336 Ditch 0337 flak flake   2 2 2   some 1 sm thick longish, 1 squat slight pat gingery fl, both with pat 

whitish cort 
 Ditch 0337 stfr struck frag   1 1 1   some sm chunky piece - poss been struck, or a sm frag from str 

piece ….? 
 Ditch 0337 retf retouched frag.   1 0 1   some thick qu sm them frag but poss slight ret/ut one seep edge - 

poss used as scr type edge 
0339     retf retouched frag.   1 1 1 quite   bl like frag - but prob thermal, has slight ret of one edge - irreg 
     flak flake   1 1 1 quite   sm squat 
0345 Gully 0344 flak flake Preh 1 1 0 quite   sm jaaged irreg, burnt 
0352 Pit 0353 flak blade-like flake Rom 1 1 1 quite   sm, chalky white qu thick cort, cort plat, hinge 
0378 Ditch 0379 flak flake Rom 1 1 0 yes   sm squat poss slight burnt 
0389 Pit 0390 flak flake   2 2 2 yes   two sm refitting fls - greyish cort 
0392 Pit 0393 flak flake   1 1 1 quite   v sm 
0409 Posthole 0408 flak flake   1 1 0 quite   v sm, burnt 
0417 Pit 0415 flak flake Rom 2 2 2 quite   both poss slight burnt/pinkish, 1 v irreg thick-irreg cortical 

intrusion, 1 squat fl with cort plat, burnt 
 Pit 0415 utfl utilised flake Rom 1 1 1   some irreg longish fl - poss lsight use one edge - tho some is 

damage 
 Pit 0415 flak blade-like flake Rom 1 0 1   slight v sm, prox missing 
0473   flak flake  1     burnt 



 



Appendix 8. Catalogue of charred plant macrofossils and other remains  
 

Sample No. Ev1 Ev2 Ev5 Ev3 Ex1 Ex2 Ex3 Ex4 Ex5 Ex6 Ex7 Ex8 Ex9 
Context No. 0134 0149 0215 0169 0332 0350 0334 0362 0375 0391 0417 0454 0463 
Feature No. 0133 0147 0147 0168 0333 0353 0335 0360 0353 0393 0415 0453 0462 
Feature type Ditch Pit Pit ph Ditch Pit Ditch Pit Pit Pit Pit Pit Ditch 
Date R IA R U/D Prehis. R ?IA R R R R LBA/IA U/D 
Cereals                           
Hordeum sp. (grains)           xcf   xcf           
Triticum sp. (grains)   xcf     x                 
T. spelta L. (glume base)                 x         
Cereal indet. (grains)   xfg       x   x         xfg 
Herbs                           
Galium aparine L.                     x     
Rumex sp.           x   x           
Tree/shrub macrofossils                           
Corylus avellana L.                     x     
Other plant macrofossils                           
Charcoal <2mm xxx xxxx xx xxxx xx xxxx xx xxxx xxx xxxx xxxx xxxx xxx 
Charcoal >2mm xx xx xx xx x xx x xxxx x xxxx xxxx x x 
Charcoal >5mm           x       xxx xx     
Other remains                           
Black porous 'cokey' material   x           x   x x     
Black tarry material   x                       
Bone   x   xb       x   x   xb           
Small coal frags.                   x       
Sample volume (litres)         20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 <0.1 0.4 0.3 <0.1 <0.1 
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 50% 100% 50% 100% 25% 50% 100% 100% 

Key to Table: x = 1 – 10 specimens    xx = 11 – 50 specimens    xxx = 51 – 100 specimens    xxxx = 100+ specimens. Ev = evaluation    Ex = excavation  cf = 
compare    fg = fragment    b = burnt    R = Roman. IA = Iron Age    LBA = Late Bronze Age    Prehis = prehistoric    U/D = undated    ph = post-hole 
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