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An Archaeological Evaluation Land west of Leicester Road, 
Countesthorpe, Leicestershire, (SK 58672 96214) 

 
Timothy Higgins 

 

Summary 
University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) 
carried out an archaeological Evaluation of land west of 
Leicester Road, Countesthorpe, Leicestershire, (SK 58672 
96214) undertaken on the 23rd and 24th February 2012 . This 
work was undertaken on behalf of the client Stride Treglown 
Limited. A total of three trenches were excavated to 
evaluate an area for a proposed new development located 
within the vacant land to the west of Leicester Road. 
All trenches contained no archaeological features apart 
from medieval ridge and furrow.  The site archive will be 
held by Leicestershire County Council under accession 
number X.A27.2012.  

 

Introduction 
 
Planning permission is being sought for development of a new crematorium on land 
west of Leicester Road, Countesthorpe, Leicestershire (NGR SK 58672 96214, 
Figure.1). 
This report presents the results of a programme of archaeological trial trenching that 
was undertaken on the 23rd and 24th February 2012.  It addresses the requirements of 
the Brief For a Programme of Archaeological Investigation of Land west of Leicester 
Road, Countesthope, Leicestershire and the Brief for the Archaeological Field 
Evaluation Land west of Leicester Road, Countesthorpe, Leicestershire (LCCHNET 
08.05.2008 – hereinafter ‘Brief’). A strategy for the work was set out in the Written 
Scheme for Investigation, (Clay 2012, hereinafter the ‘WSI’; Appendix 1).  The trial 
trenching was undertaken to assess the impact from the proposed development.  The 
fieldwork was carried out in accordance with Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning 
for the Historic Environment (PPS5). 
 
 

Geology and Topography 
 
The development area is located in Blaby district, c 5 miles south of Leicester (Figure 
1).  The area lies west of Leicester Road (Figure 2).  The application area consists of a 
field that covers c.7.4 ha and lies at approximately 84m OD 
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The Geological Survey of Great Britain (Solid and Drift) Sheet 156 shows that the 
underlying geology is likely to be Wigston members Sands and gravel 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of site at Countesthorpe. Scale 1:50,000 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown 
Copyright 1996. All rights reserved. Licence number AL 10009495 
 

Historical and Archaeological Background 
 
The Historic Environment Record shows that finds of Bronze Age, Roman and 
medieval dates have been recorded in the area.  In the field directly to the south 
archaeological work in 2010 revealed Early Bronze Age urned cremation burials along 
with pits and ditches likely to be of similar period (Wessex Archaeology 2009). 
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Figure 2. Trench Location Plan 

 

Archaeological Objectives 
The main aims of the evaluation were: 

• To identify the presence/absence of any archaeological deposits.  In particular 
these would target the anomalies highlighted by the geophysical survey. 
 

• To establish the character, extent and date range for any archaeological deposits 
to be affected by the proposed development 
 

• To produce an archive and report of any results. 
Within the stated project objectives, the principal aim of the evaluation was to establish 
the nature, extent, date, depth, significance and state of preservation of archaeological 
deposits within the southern area of the site in order to determine the potential impact 
upon them from the proposed development. 
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Methodology 
 
Prior to any machining of trial trenches general photographs of the site areas were taken. 
 
 
The LCC Planning Archaeologist has requested c. 110sq m. of trenching, the equivalent 
of three 30m x 1.6 m trench a 5% sample area. The provisional trench plan attached 
(Fig. 1) shows the proposed locations of the trench. The size and position of the trench 
indicated on the provisional trench plan may vary due to unforeseen site constraints 
(Figure. 2). 
The topsoil and overlying layers were removed under full archaeological supervision 
until either the top of archaeological deposits or natural undisturbed substratum was 
reached, or to a maximum safe depth given the specific site conditions.  
The bases of the trenches were cleaned in areas where potential archaeology was 
observed.  Archaeological remains were recorded and sample excavation was 
undertaken in order to determine the character and date of any remains.  Bulk soil 
samples were taken as appropriate in order to evaluate the environmental potential of 
the site. Archaeological contexts as a cut are indicated by square brackets e.g [09], while 
those that are fills are indicated by round brackets e.g (07). 
The trenches were located using a Topcon Hiper Pro GPS+ RTK System attached to a 
Topcon FC-100 controller.  The data was processed using Topcon Tools GPS+ Post 
Processing Software and the final plans completed with the aid of TurboCad v.15 
design software. 
All the work followed the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) Code of Conduct (2010) 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations (2008). 
 
 

Results 
 
 
Trench Orientation Length(m) Average 

depth 
(m) 

Notes 
feature/context 
descriptions 

Minimum 
depth to 
archaeology or 
natural 
substratum  

1 North-east 
to South-
west 

30.00m 1.60m Furrows 0.39m natural 
substratum 

2 East to west 30.00m 1.60m Furrows 0.41m natural 
substratum 

3 South east 
to north 
west 

30.00m 1.60m Furrows 0.42 natural 
substratum 
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Trench 1 (Plate 1) 
 
Trench 1 targeted the south eastern side of the proposed development and was 
orientated northeast to southwest (Figure 2).  A natural substratum was reached at depth 
average depth of 0.39m.  The natural comprised yellowish brown clay and reddish 
brown sand, mixed with small rounded chalk pebbles.  A total of three medieval furrows 
were present within this trench running east to west.  The furrows contained a single 
fill, which consisted of yellowish brown silty clay mixed with occasional charcoal 
flecks and pebble and measured approximately 4.00m wide.  Overlying the furrows was 
a layer of subsoil consisting of yellowish brown clay silt subsoil up to 0.25m deep.  The 
top soil comprised dark greyish brown clay silt mixed with a rare small pebble, and 
measuring 0.25m deep. 
 
Trench 2 (Plate 2) 
 
Trench 2 was located towards the centre of the development and was orientated east to 
west.  The natural substratum was reached at an average depth 0.41m below the surface.  
A single furrow was observed at the east end of the trench runnig eastward.  Overlying 
the was a layer subsoil 0.15m deep, which was sealed by a topsoil 0.30m deep 
 
Trench 3 (Plate 3) 
 
This trench was located in the northwest corner of the development area and was 
running in a southeast to northwest direction.  The natural substratum was reached at 
an average depth 0.42m below the surface.  Two furrows were observed within this 
trench measuring 3.00m wide and running east to west.  Sealing the furrows was subsoil 
measuring up to 0.20m deep and overlying was a topsoil 0.30m deep. 
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Plate1 Trench 1 looking southwest 

 
 

 
Plate 2 Trench 2 looking northeast 
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Plate 3 Trench 3 looking east 

 

Discussion 
 
The archaeological evaluation by trial trenching revealed no evidence for 
archaeological features apart from medieval furrows cutting the natural.   
 
Only the occasional modern glass or brick fragment were found within the topsoil 
(which were examined and then discarded), which probably came from a periods when 
the field was manured.  The trial trenching suggests that there are unlikely to be any 
archaeological deposits present within the proposed development area. 
 
 

Bibliography 
 
Clay, P., 2010, Written scheme of investigation for archaeological work: Land west of 
Leicester, Countesthorpe, Leicestershire (NGR: SK 58672 96214) ULAS Specification 
12-597 (Appendix 2 of this report). 
 

Archive 
The site archive consists of: 
1 Unbound A4 copy of this report  
3 A4 Trench recording sheets  
1 A4 Photo record sheet  
Black and white contact print Black and white picture negatives  
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A4 Colour digital contact print 1 CD of 24 digital photos 
 
 
The archive will be held by Leicester Museum Service under the accession number 
X.A27.2012. 

Publication 
Since 2004 ULAS has reported the results of all archaeological work to the Online 
Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) database held by the 
Archaeological Data Service at the University of York (Appendix 1). 
 
A summary of the work will also be submitted for publication in the local 
archaeological journal, the Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and 
Historical Society, in due course 
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Appendix 1: OASIS Database entry 
 
Project Name Leicester Road, Countesthorpe,Leicestershire  
Project Type Evaluation 
Summary University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) 

carried out an archaeological Evaluation of land west of 
Leicester Road, Countesthorpe, Leicestershire, (SK 58672 
96214) undertaken on the 23rd and 24th February 2012 . This 
work was undertaken on behalf of the client Stride Treglown 
Limited. A total of three trenches were excavated to evaluate an 
area for a proposed new development located within the vacant 
land to the west of Leicester Road. 
All trenches contained no archaeological features apart from 
medieval ridge and furrow.  The site archive will be held by 
Leicestershire County Council under accession number 
X.A27.2012. 
 

Project Manager Patrick Clay 
Project 
Supervisor 

Tim Higgins 

Previous/Future 
work 

None 

Current Land 
Use 

Field 

Development 
Type 

crematorium 

Reason for 
Investigation 

PPS5 

Position in the 
Planning Process 

Pre planning 

Site Co-ordinates  SK 58672 96214 
Start/end dates of 
field work  

23/02/2012 to 24/02/2012 

Archive 
Recipient 

Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services 

Study Area 7.4ha 
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Appendix 2: Design Specification 
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Richard Buckley or Patrick Clay 
University of Leicester Archaeological  
Services (ULAS) 
University of Leicester,  
University Road,  
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T: +44 (0)116 252 2848  
F: +44 (0)116 252 2614  
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