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An Archaeological Walkover Survey on land off Stygate Lane, Pickwell, 

Leicestershire 

 

Andrew Hyam and Matthew Beamish 

 

Summary 

This document is a fieldwork report for an archaeological walkover survey, carried 

out by University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) at land off Stygate 

Lane, Pickwell in the parish of Somerby, Leicestershire (NGR: SK 806 127) in 

advance of a planning application for the construction of a new access track and 

anaerobic digester.  

Trench evaluation of other parts of the site were undertaken in 2017 which revealed 

evidence of Iron Age and Roman settlement activity towards the east of the 

proposed new track. Only four undiagnostic sherds of pottery were recovered 

dating between the 18th and 20th centuries. 

 

 

Introduction 

University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) were commissioned by 

E4environment Ltd. to carry out an archaeological walkover survey on land off Stygate Lane, 

Pickwell, Leicestershire (NGR: SK 806 127 Fig. 1). The work was carried out on 27th 

September 2018.  

The work was carried out as part of a phased programme of archaeological work required by 

the Planning Authority following advice from the Leicestershire Planning Archaeologist in 

accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, MHCLG 2018).  

The site lies in Somerby Parish between the villages of Pickwell, Leicestershire and 

Whissendine in Rutland. Planning permission is sought for an anaerobic digester with service 

road. Archaeological evaluation by trial trenching has been undertaken in 2017 and some areas 

of archaeological activity identified (Jarvis & Higgins 2017). The walkover survey was 

undertaken on the line of a service road which has been rerouted giving access from Stygate 

Lane rather than the A606 to the east. 
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Figure 1: Site Location 
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Location and Geology 

The main proposed development site comprises a field west of Northfield Farm, with an access 

road approaching from the east parallel with a stream valley. The re-routed service road runs 

south-east from the Stygate Lane to the existing line of the track.  

 

The land use was arable at the time of survey. A crop of beans had been harvested, and the 

field cultivated prior to the survey. 

 

The British Geological Survey Geology of Britain viewer indicates that the underlying geology 

is likely to consist of Wolston Formation boulder clay above Dyrham Formation mudstone. 

The study area comprises a strip of land on a south sloping valley side with the ground height 

dropping from 160 to 130m aOD.  

 

Historical and Archaeological Background 

The Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record was re-searched on 1st November 

2018 and the results ae included below (Figure 1). Three sites are identified in the vicinity of 

the site as follows: MLE5888; Roman villa north of Northfield Farm: A villa was discovered 

here in the 1990s. The scatters of material located several discrete buildings. Finds included 

coins, brooches, furniture fittings, tile and pottery. Evaluative trenching in 2017 has identified 

areas of Iron Age occupation in two areas: MLE23430;  an apparent linear spread of activity 

to the west of the Villa site, and MLE23431; a second area of Iron Age activity some 800m to 

the west. Confirmation of the presence of villa buildings was also forthcoming during the 

evaluation work (Jarvis & Higgins 2017).  

Additionally, find spots may indicate the presence of further sites: MLE8620; Anglo-Saxon 

mount from north of Northfield Farm. An Anglo-Saxon mount with four attachment rivets cast 

into the back of the piece was found here in the 1990s. The front has a close decorative parallel 

to the disc from a great square headed brooch. MLE18381; Bronze Age spearhead from north 

of Northfield Farm. A fragment of a looped Bronze Age spearhead was found here in the 1990s. 

 

 

Archaeological Objectives 

The main objectives of the evaluation were: 

 To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality of 

any archaeological remains visible on the surface of the proposed area 

 To assess the artefactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits 

encountered 

 To assess the impact of previous land use on the site 

 To produce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum and to provide 

information for accession to the Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment 

Record. 

Within the stated project objectives, the principal aim of the survey is to establish the nature, 

extent, date, depth, significance and state of preservation of any archaeological deposits 

identified on the site in order to determine the potential impact upon them from the proposed 

development. 
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Research Objectives 

While the nature, extent and quality of archaeological remains within the areas of investigation 

for the project remain unknown until archaeological work is undertaken, it is possible to 

determine some initial objectives derived from East Midlands Heritage: An Updated Research 

Agenda and Strategy for the Historic Environment of the East Midlands (Knight et al. 2012),  

and The Archaeology of the East Midlands: An Archaeological Resource Assessment and 

Research Agenda (Cooper 2006).  

The Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) identified the archaeological evaluation as having 

the potential to contribute to the following research aims:-The Neolithic-Bronze Age (Clay 

2006; Knight et al 2012; English Heritage 2012) The find spot of a Bronze Age spearhead 

mount may indicate the presence of a settlement or cemetery of this period. The survey may 

contribute to our understanding of the development of Bronze Age occupation sites and / or 

burial practices The Roman Period (Taylor 2006; Knight et al 2012; English Heritage 2012) 

There is a Roman site close to the study area. The evaluation may contribute to knowledge on 

Iron Age –Roman and Roman-Saxon transitions in rural settlement, landscape and society. 

Artefacts may identify trade links and economy. The Anglo-Saxon period (Vince 2006, Knight 

et al 2012; English Heritage 2012. The find spot of an Anglo Saxon mount may indicate the 

presence of a Saxon settlement or cemetery. The evaluation may contribute to our 

understanding of the development of Saxon occupation sites and /or burial practices. 

 

Methodology 

All work followed the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Code of Conduct (rev. 

2014a) in accordance with their Standard and Guidance.  

 

The site was visited on 27th September 2018. The survey was undertaken following the 

cultivation of the field after harvest in order to maximise the potential for identification and 

recovery of artefacts or archaeological deposits from the ploughsoil. The existing track running 

from Stygate Lane follows a north-west to south-east alignment and runs alongside an existing 

hedgeline (Fig. 2). The track consists of an undisturbed hard core surface with cultivation 

running up to the south-western edge of the track. At the south-eastern end of the track an area 

of set-aside remained under cultivation. This area contained a range of vegetation from grasses 

up to sunflowers up to 1m in height. The main field had been drilled but was relatively level 

with good visibility in the sunlight.  

A 10m wide area was traversed on foot. A handheld GPS unit recorded the route walked, and 

was used to mark the locations of artefacts recovered. Four pieces of abraded and undiagnostic 

pot were collected, but none of these are of any archaeological significance (Cooper below). 

The south-east end of the track at the bottom end of the field has been left as set-aside so is still 

covered in vegetation (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 2 Existing trackway and field walked area 

Looking south-east. Set-aside area in middle distance 

 
Figure 3 Set-aside area at southern end of the track 

Looking north-west. Stygate Lane runs along crest of hill. The track can be seen running up 

the hill to the left of the hedge line 
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Results 

The area of the proposed new trackway was walked in a zig-zag fashion down the slope of the 

track from the north-west to the south-east. Figure 4 below illustrates the extent of the 

fieldwalking logged onto the hand-held GPS. Four sherds of abraded pottery were recovered 

and were located and identified as GPS waypoints 003, 004, 005 and 006. The four sherds were 

relatively well-dispersed along the field walked route with no areas of pottery concentration. 

The sherds appeared to have been in the ploughsoil for a number of years and had clearly been 

rolled and moved around by agricultural activity. No rims, bases or other diagnostic features 

were visible on any of the sherds. No other archaeological finds or features were observed 

during this work. 

As noted in the methodology the south-eastern end of the proposed trackway was covered in 

set-aside vegetation with no visibility of the soil. The set-aside area continues to the south-west 

of the fieldwalked area. The northern edge of this was plotted as waypoints 007 and 008 and is 

shown on Figure 4 below.  The fieldwalking results were also logged on a standard ULAS pro-

forma record sheet (Appendix 1).  
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Figure 4 Plot of fieldwalked area alongside existing trackway with line of proposed trackway (2019/01/28), HER records, and setaside visible in 

Google Earth imagery (20180625). Waypoints 003 to 006 show location of pottery finds 
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Figure 5: Development Plan (2019-01-29) 
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Figure 6: Planting Plan (2019-03-08) 
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Finds           Nicholas Cooper 

Four undiagnostic fragments of ceramic building material (nos. 3-6), weighing 150g, were 

recovered during the walkover survey on 27/9/18. The hardness of the fabrics and their flowing, 

mixed, appearance confirms that they are of modern earthenware and therefore 18th-20th 

century in date, probably from field drains. They have not be retained in the finds archive. 

 

Discussion and Conclusion 

No further areas of archaeological deposit or artefact scatter were identified during this work 

and no finds of any significance were made. The visibility of the cultivated areas was 

acceptable and therefore there is a degree of credibility to these observations and it is unlikely 

that the fieldwalked area covers any areas of Roman activity. 

 

The area in the south-west of the fieldwalked area had not been cultivated and remained as set-

aside. It was therefore not possible to make any observations in this area and thus the potential 

of this area on the basis of surface finds remains unknown. 

 

Although this work has not directly contributed to the research aims as stated, it has identified 

that the pottery scatter and Roman settlement activity identified to the east of the proposed 

trackway during the 2017 evaluation does not appear to extend this far west. Roman ceramics 

survive well in the ploughsoil and the work has provided a useful indicator for the 

archaeological potential. However, Iron Age and Saxon pottery is not as long-lived once 

disturbed and the negative fieldwalking results are therefore not quite as reliable for these 

periods. It is possible that undisturbed earthfast features from the Iron Age and Saxon periods 

may still be present. 

 

Archive and publication 

No material of any significance has been identified and no accession number requested 

1 Unbound copy of this report (ULAS Report No. 2019-011) 

1 recording sheets 

1 Photo Record sheet 

1 Contact sheet of digital photographs 

1 CD digital photographs 

Since 2004 ULAS has reported the results of all archaeological work through the Online Access 

to the Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) database held by the Archaeological 

Data Service at the University of York. 

A summary of the work will also be submitted for publication in a suitable regional 

archaeological journal in due course. 
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