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An Archaeological Evaluation at The Ridings, Moles Lane, 
Seaton, Rutland (SP 9011 9813) 

Summary 
University of Leicester Archaeological Services were commissioned by 

Mr and Mrs Cockbill to undertake an archaeological evaluation on 
ground adjacent to the Ridings, Seaton (NGR SP 9011 9813) in advance 
of the construction of a tennis court.  A previous desk-based assessment, 
also commissioned by Mr and Mrs Cockbill showed that the site is 
located within the boundaries of the known Saxon and medieval village 
and archaeological remains are situated within the vicinity. 

Earthworks exist within the field earmarked for development, it is 
thought that these earthworks may relate to former fishponds in the 
area, and could be associated with the known fishponds that are extent 
some 100 metres to the south.  Previous evaluation within the area to the 
north of the site (ULAS Report 2003-161) has revealed archaeological 
of a possible medieval structure, as well as later Anglo-Saxon and early 
medieval activity and thus there is high potential for similar remains to 
exist within the site area.  

Two trenches were machine excavated within the development area.  
Trench 1 was located within the area of least impact to ascertain the 
depth of any buried archaeology and Trench 2 was located where the 
greatest disturbance was to occur. 

Both trenches failed to uncover any archaeologically significant 
remains, however a small amount of medieval pottery was recovered 
from both trenches during machining. 
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2. Methodology 
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3. Results 
3.1 Trench 1 
Interval 0m 2m 4m 6m 8m 10m 12m

9��-	
�=5� �(�%1� �(�"�� �1�01� �1�'&� �1���� �1�##� �1�&"�

 �2�����5�2�+� �1�0�� �1��(� �1�&'� �1�(#� �1�10� �1�%(� �1��%�

.-������5�2�+� � � � � � � �

>�����8� ��	�+� �1�#"� �1�(&� �1�%(� �1�"#� �%�'0� �%��(� �1�"0�

�	��)�� ""��""%�""1�

�

3.1.1�  +��6+���� ������22����
� ��������7�	�7�
�� ��������2���������� A�-�� �	
� 8���B��
6+������ �+��7�������� �)������
� 8��7� �+�� -2���2�� ���7���
� 
�6	� ���2�� ��� ������� ��
7�����������-�8����� � ��	�+���6���������
���6��
���+����-�+��	��
,���8� �+��� ���������
�+�������6��+�	��+��2��2���
�
�����27�	��6+�����+������������+7���	,�6���,��	,����
����� 2������ �	
� ���,	�
� �22��)�7������ 	���+� ��-�+�� �  +�� ���	�+�6��� �22��)�7������
#""77� 
��2� ��� �+�� ��-�+��	� �	
�� �	������	,� ��� �"""77� ��� �+�� 	���+��	� �	
� ��� ���
��,�	�����-���	����+�����2����=��������+�����	�+�6����%�7��������	,��	
��&""77�6�
���

3.1.2� *22��)�7������%&"77��8�
����,�����+����6	��������������2�����6�����7���
��
�������	,� �� +���C�	� �8� ���	,��� ���6	� ������ ����� �-������� � *� �������� �������� 2���6���
�������
�����+����������	
�����2�
��)�7�	����	��	
�����
��+������6������-������8���8�����
��7����������	���7�
��	��	�
������>���-����8��+���������	��8��+�����	�+��	������2���������
2���������+����+����-���������������-����������?��+����-��
�-2��8�����������-��
����7��������
7���	,�
�6	����2���	
���	�2���	�������7����
��2������+�����,�������7��	����<��6���

���
�
� ��� �)������� �+��� �-������ ��� ����6� �+�� 8��7����	� ������ �8� �+�� ��		��� ��-��� ���
�	�-��� �+����6���� 	�� ���+�����,����� ��7��	�� ����6� �+��� �-������� �*� 8-��+��� %&"77�
6��� �)������
� �������	,� 	��+�	,� �8� ���+�����,����� ��,	�8���	��� �	
� �)�������	�
�����
�� +�6������ ������ ��
�����6��� 	��� �)2���
� �	
� ��� ��� ������� �+��� �+��� �-������ ���
�	
��
�����-��-7��	
�
��2������+�����,�������7��	��7���6�������-��6��+�	��+���������

3.1.3�  6�� �+��
�� �8� 7�
������ 2������� 6���� ��������
� 8��7� �+��� ���	�+� !����
�22�	
�)$��

�



*	�*��+�����,���������-����	�����+����
�	,���.����	���-���	
�!./0"���0'�1$�

��*.�%""(� � ��2����3��%""(4"#%�1�

3.2 Trench 2 
Interval 0m 2m 4m 6m 8m 10m 12m 14m 16m 18m
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4. Topographical Survey 
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