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An Archaeological Watching Brief at
40 Main Street, Medbourne, Leicestershire

Summary

An archaeological watching brief was unde rtaken by University of Leicester
Archaeological Services (ULAS) at 40 Ma in Street, Medbourne, Leicestershire (SP
80040 93250), during the groundworks for a new dwellin ~ g. The area had been
severely truncated from the now demolished building and no archaeological deposits
or artefacts were identified. The site archi ve will be held by Leicestershire County

Council Heritage Services Section, accession no. X.A189.2010.

Introduction

This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief, which was
undertaken during residential devel —opment at 40 Main Street, Medbourne ,

Leicestershire (SP 50460 90690) on the 15th November 2010 by ULAS.

The fieldwork had been requested by th e Senior Planning Archaeologist for
Leicestershire County as archaeological advi sors to the planning authority to identify
and record any archaeo logical remains of significance prior to redevelopm ent of the
land (Fig. 2). The field work was carried out in accordan ce with Plan ning Policy
Statement 5:

Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS5) and followed the design specification

(Score 2010).

The development site is located in the north of the village on the west side of Main
Street (Fig. 1). The site wasid entified as being situated within ana rea of
archaeological potential from inform ation held in the Leiceste rshire and Rutlan d
Historic Environment Record (HER) and lies close to the Roman small town and villa

site.
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The underlying geology of the site consists of Dryham Form ation Bedrock (British
Geological Survey of Great Britain). The s ite lies at a height of approxim ately 70.4
above O.D.

Figure 1: Site location plan. (provided by client)

Archaeological and Historical Background

The site lies close to Medbourne Roman small town and villa. In addition to the west
of the app lication area there are possibl e medieval earthworks associated with
settlement and other indicati ons of m edieval settlement include the parish church

(MLE 14470). Parts of the site had already been previously developed.

Aims and Methods

The purpose of the watc hing brief was to ascertain whether archaeological deposits
were present. If so, th e character, extent and date range of a ny deposits identified
would be established, in order to assess their significance. Recording of the se

deposits would be carried out as appropriate, and an archive and this report produced.
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The work followed the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Watching Briefs, and adhered to the Univer sity’s Health and Safety
policy.

The groundworks were to involve d emolition of a upstandin g building (of m id-20th
century date), and the excavation by m  achine of the new building foundations.
Monitoring of this work took place on 15/ 11/2010, when work consisted of a JCB

type excavator performing the groundworks.

concret post and
timberpanel fence
2200 high stone wall m high
reducing fto| 1m ot

back of poyement

2

% v

1777
-,;’//, f;::

7
/ /’

5 e
/ Zr A existing hod:
/ 752 floor level 8
o

-

i
Pz
o

s
o
(7l ox)

+
lawn 68,85

Figure 2: Site location plan showing proposed development (plan provided by client)

Results

The ground was severely truncated from a recently dem olished building (Fig. 3).
Modern demolition an d building hardcore (0.4-0.5m thick) overlay natural clay

substratum (Fig. 4). No archaeological finds were present.
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Figure 3: Demolished building, looking north

Figure 4: New development footing showing modern overburden / demolition
overlying natural clay, scale Im.
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Conclusions

No archaeological features or finds were exposed during the groundworks at 40 Main
Street, Medbourne, Leicestershire. The prev ious standing building had disturbed all

topsoil and subsoil and some natural clay.

Archive

Fieldwork was carried out by the author. Vicki Score managed the project.

The archive will be deposited with Leicestershire County Council, Heritage Services,

and is an addition to the current archive under accession number XA189.2010.
The archive contains:

e Watching brief form

e Digital photos thumbnails (and on CD)
e Black and white prints

e (D containing this report

e Unbound copy of this report
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