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Summary 
 
This report presents the findings of an archaeological programme of works for the 
construction of the Kibraur Wind Farm, Strath Brora.  The work was commissioned 
by Kilbraur Wind Energy and followed a specification by the Highland Council 
Planning and Development Service (Archaeology Unit). 
 
The fieldwork was undertaken in May 2007 and comprised an archaeological 
evaluation of a rectilinear stony mound at NC 76904 06808 in the on-site borrow pit 
extension. The excavation of the cairn revealed it to be a simple clearance cairn, 
associated with Site 4/5 to the northeast. 
 
No other archaeological features were identified in the surface preserved beneath the 
clearance cairn. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Headland Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Kilbraur Wind Energy to 
undertake an ongoing programme of archaeological work during the 
construction of the Kilbraur Wind Farm, Strath Brora. This report presents the 
results of an archaeological evaluation of a rectilinear stony mound at NC 
76904 06808 in the area of the on-site borrow pit extension. 
 
The project was undertaken in accordance with a specification prepared by 
the Highland Council Planning and Development Service (Archaeology 
Unit)(Appendix 2) and followed a written scheme of investigation for the 
evaluation excavation (Lowe 2007b). This report follows detailed reporting of 
the cultural heritage within the area of the wind farm (Dalland & Lowe 2005; 
Geddes 2006; Hatherley 2006; Robertson 2006; Haston 2007a; Haston 2007b; 
Matthews 2007). 
 
 

2. SITE LOCATION AND DESCIPTION  
 
The clearance cairn was located in the extension to the on site borrow pit and 
was situated in a firebreak within an area of forestry planted in the early 
1990s (Figure 1)(Lowe 2007a). The rectilinear stony mound measured 11m by 
4m aligned NW-SE with slightly tapered end and was covered in heather and 
grass. The SW edge of the mound was well defined and stood up to 0.80m 
high. The opposite NE side of the mound was less well defined and merged 
with the forestry ploughed ground adjacent. 
 
The borrow-pit lies in an area of archaeological potential, with a possible 
burnt mound (Site 3) to the north and a large old settlement area marked by 
hut circles and cultivation remains principally in the form of small field 
clearance cairns (Sites 4 & 5) to the northeast. 
 
 
3. OBJECTIVES AND METHOD 
 
The objective of the evaluation of the stony mound was to ascertain the nature 
and extent of the feature prior to its destruction during site works.  
 
The stony rectilinear mound was cleared of brush and dense vegetation 
before the overlying peat was removed in order to define its overall extent 
and form (Figure 2). Two hand-dug trenches representing a 20% sample of the 
feature were subsequently investigated. Trench 1 measured 5m by 1m and 
crossed the mound at its mid-point, where it is widest (Figure 3). Trench 2 
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measured 4m by 1m and ran from the SE end towards the centre of the 
mound (Figure 4). The excavated slots were positioned to clarify the nature of 
the mound, ascertain whether there was any structure to the stones and 
determine its archaeological significance. 

 
 
4. RESULTS 
 
After removal of the topsoil (101) and peat (102) the cairn was revealed to be 
roughly rectilinear with tapered ends and measured 11.8m SE-NW by 3.9m 
and reached a maximum height of 0.87m.   
 
Trenches 1 and 2 showed that the cairn was made up of sub-rounded to sub-
angular stones (104) of mixed geology that ranged in size from 0.10 to 0.60m 
in diameter with an average size of 0.20m. The largest stones were found 
towards the centre and base of the cairn. 
 
The boulder interstices were filled by silt and decayed stone deposit (103) that 
had formed around the stones after the construction of the cairn especially at 
the base and top of the cairn with the central area being heavily voided. The 
stones of the cairn overlay and were embedded in a layer of iron pan 
overlying the natural sand (105) that sloped sharply from northeast to 
southwest. 
 
 
5. DISCUSSION 
 
The excavation of the cairn showed it to be a simple field clearance cairn 
associated with Site 4/5, a large prehistoric settlement consisting of three hut 
circles and around 50 small cairns to the northeast. This type of site is 
frequently encountered in upland Scotland with as many as 500 known 
systems in the county of Sutherland alone (Edwards 1978; Fairhurst & Taylor 
1971; Yates 1984). 
 
The clearance cairn appeared to be have been constructed around the largest 
stones that were either be in their original position or the first stones to be 
cleared from the cultivated areas as they were the most prominent and the 
largest obstacles to cultivation. The stones also appear to have been placed 
against a sharp natural slope, again utilising otherwise unworkable ground. 
 
The presence of the cairn suggests that the land was used for cultivation. The 
absence of peat below the cairn implies that it was constructed during a 
period when the soil conditions were better than at present.  
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The location of Sites 4/5 on a SW facing slope would have proved important 
for the additional light and warmth. The gentle slope would have also given 
good drainage while still being easy to work (Yates 1984). 
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APPENDIXES  
 
Photographic Register 
 
Shot no. Dir. Description 

1  ID shot 
2 N Pre-ex view of cairn 
3 N Pre-ex view of cairn 
4 NW Pre-ex view of cairn 
5 SE Pre-ex view of cairn 
6 NE Trench 1 topsoil and peat removed 
7 SW Trench 1 topsoil and peat removed 
8 NW Trench 2 topsoil and peat removed 
9 SE Trench 2 topsoil and peat removed 
10 NE Trench 1 Post-ex 
11 SW Trench 1 post-ex 
12 SE Trench 1 NW facing section (left hand side) 
13 SE Trench 1 NW facing section (middle) 
14 SE Trench 1 NW facing section (right hand side) 
15 W Trench 2 post-ex 
16 E Trench 2 post-ex 
17 S Trench 2 N facing section (W-end) 
18 S Trench 2 N facing section (E-end) 
19 SE Site fully exposed 
20 NW Site fully exposed 
21 N Site fully exposed 
22 NE Site fully exposed (SE half) 
23 NE Site fully exposed (NW half) 

 
 
 
Context Register 
 
No. Description 
101 Dark brown soft clayey silt with frequent roots. Topsoil in trench 1. 
102 Dark brown to black compact silt and fibrous peat, heavily rooted with 

moderate inclusions of small sub-angular to angular stones. Peat deposit in 
trench 1. 

103 Pale grey compact silt and gravel deposit, heavily rooted. Wind and water 
carried silt that has collected around the stones of the cairn after its 
construction with fragmentary and decayed stone mixed in.  

104 Small to large sub angular to sub rounded stones of mixed geology that 
form the body of the cairn. 

105 Medium brown coarse grained sand. Natural subsoil. 
201 Topsoil in trench 2. Same as 101. 
202 Peat deposit in trench 2. Same as 102. 
203 Silt and gravel deposit in trench 2. Same as 103. 
204 Stones in trench 2. Same as 104. 
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Drawing Register 
 

No. Type Description 
1 Plan Trench 1 Pre-ex showing stones (104) 
2 Plan Trench 2 Pre-ex showing stones (204) 
3 Section NW facing section of trench 1 
4 Section NE facing section of trench 2 
5 Plan Cairn fully cleared of peat showing stones (104) and 

trenches 1 and 2 post-ex superimposed 
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Kilbraur Wind Farm-Extention to the On Site Burrow Pit 
(Su-07-053) 

 
Archaeological Evaluation, Detatiled Survey and Watching 

Brief 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highland Council Planning and Development Service 
 

Archaeological Unit 
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