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PROJECT SUMMARY

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd was commissioned to undertake
a Level 3 historic building survey prior to the redevelopment
of the area at Clyde Waterfront, Renfrewshire. The property,
a fabrication shed, formerly formed part of the Shipbuilding
facility operated by Simons-Lobnitz Ltd. The original building
was constructed c¢ 1854 although this seems to have been
demolished prior to remodelling of the buildings prior to 1895.
The extant building comprises one large building separated
into two very large roofed sheds. The two sheds incorporated
fabric from four phases of construction relating to the 19th and
20th century expansion.

The interior of the eastern shed comprised of three long bays
separated by brick walls and rows of steel beams. The east end
of the central bay provided evidence of the initial expansion
phase of the fabrication shed. The bays to the north and
south sides of the building had been added later but were
constructed to a very similar design with tall round headed
doors and windows. The interior still included several overhead
cranes supported on large horizontal steel beams. Several later
modifications had also been made to the interior of the east
shed. The west shed was still in use as part of Christies scrap
metal yard although much of the layout and steel roof support
beams were of 19th century design.



10

n

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

SITELOCATION AND DESCRIPTION
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

METHOD

6.1 REPORTING AND ARCHIVES

RESULTS

71 HBR SURVEY INTRODUCTION

7.2 EXTERNAL EASTEND (ILLUS 8)

73 EXTERNAL NORTH ELEVATION (ILLUS 13)
74 EXTERNAL WEST ELEVATION)

75 EXTERNAL SOUTH ELEVATION)

76 INTERNAL SHED 1 (ILLUS 21)

77 INTERNAL SHED 2

DISCUSSION
CONCLUSION

REFERENCES

APPENDICES
APPENDIX1  PHOTOGRAPHICREGISTER
APPENDIX2  DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND REPORT

26
26
35



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

ILLUS 1 SITE LOCATION vill
ILLUS 2 EXTRACT FROM 1857 0S 2
ILLUS 3 EXTRACT FROM 1897 0S 2
ILLUS 4 DETAILED PLAN OF SITE 5
ILLUS 5 PHOTOGRAMMETRIC PLAN OF THE BUILDING FACING SOUTH-WEST 7
ILLUS 6 VIEW OF THE CHANGES IN HEIGHT OF THE ROOF 9
ILLUS 7 DETAIL OF THE DESIGN OF THE ARCHED OPENINGS 9
ILLUS 8 PLAN OF EAST ELEVATION 1
ILLUS 9 VIEW OF THE EAST ELEVATION 14
ILLUS 10 DETAIL OF THE EAST ELEVATION OF THE CENTRAL BAY 14
ILLUS 11 VIEW OF THE NORTH SIDE OF THE CENTRAL BAY 15
ILLUS 12 THE EAST ELEVATION OF THE NORTH BAY 15
ILLUS 13 PLAN OF NORTH ELEVATION 17
ILLUS 14 GENERAL VIEW OF THE NORTH ELEVATION OF SHED 1 SHOWING EXTENSION 1 19
ILLUS 15 DETAIL OF EXTENTION 2 19
ILLUS 16 VIEW OF THE NORTH FACING ELEVATION OF SHED 2 19
ILLUS 17 GENERAL VIEW OF THE WEST ELEVATION 19
ILLUS 18 DETAIL OF EXTENSION 3 19
ILLUS 19 OBLIQUE VIEW OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION 20
ILLUS 20 DETAIL OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION BAY 20
ILLUS 21 NORTH/SOUTH SECTION THROUGH THE BUILDING 21
ILLUS 22 GENERAL VIEW OF THE SOUTH BAY OF SHED 1 23
ILLUS 23 DETAIL OF THE OVERHEAD CRANE IN THE SOUTH BAY 23
ILLUS 24 THE NORTH WALL OF THE SOUTH BAY 23
ILLUS 25 EAST FACING VIEW OF THE CENTRAL BAY OF SHED 1 24
ILLUS 26 SOUTH WALL OF THE CENTRAL BAY 24
ILLUS 27 GENERAL VIEW OF THE EAST WALL OF THE CENTRAL BAY 24
ILLUS 28 VIEW OF THE STEEL COLUMNS AT THE WEST END OF THE CENTRAL BAY 24
ILLUS 29 DETAIL OF THE STEEL PLATFORM AT THE WEST END OF THE CENTRAL BAY 24

ILLUS 30 EAST FACING VIEW OF THE NORTH BAY OF SHED 1 25



ILLUS 31 GENERAL INTERNAL VIEW OF SHED 2

ILLUS 32 VIEW OF THE SOUTH WALL OF SHED 2

ILLUS 33 DETAIL FO THE OVERHEAD CRANE IN SHED 2

ILLUS 34 DETAIL OF THE FIREPLACE ON THE EAST WALL OF SHED 2

25

25

25

25



668750

668500

(lyde Waterfront 4
Renfrew Riverside
Glasgow
RENFREW
0 200km &
I I
1:12,500,000 @ A4 ‘
K7
Fd%
"t
By
%, &
& &
N
L
[ \ \
250250 250500 250750

2Z4HEADLAND
: @ gs/:}ARCHAEOLOGY

[ development bounda y Headland Archaeology Scotland
1:5,000 @ A4 13 Jane St| Edinburgh EH6 SHE
t 01314677705
e scotland@headlandarchaeology.com
w www.headlandarchaeology.com

ILLUS 1 Site location



© 2019 by Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd  File Name: CWRR19-Reportv2.3.pdf

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY (UK) LTD

CLYDE WATERFRONT AND
RENFREWSHIRE RIVERSIDE

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING

1 INTRODUCTION

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd was commissioned to undertake
a Level 3 historic building record (Historic England 2016) of a
shipbuilding fabrication shed as part of the Clyde Waterfront
and Renfrewshire Riverside (CWRR) project, aimed at delivering
infrastructure and environmental improvements in order to facilitate
the development of vacant land, improving opportunities for
new and existing businesses to grow through improved access to
suppliers, customers and employees.

The work was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation prepared by Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd (2019)
and approved by West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS).
Fieldwork was undertaken in April 2019.

2  SITELOCATION AND
DESCRIPTION

The proposed development site (llus 1) is located south of the
River Clyde at Meadowside Industrial Estate, Meadowside Street,
Blythswood, Renfrewshire (Centred on NGR: NS 5044 6856). At
present the site is in use as a metal recycling facility and includes
the large 19th century fabrication shed and several attached
extensions, the majority of which are 20th century in origin. The
programme of historic building recording is centred on the brick-
built fabrication shed.

The building subject to historic building recording was bounded to
the south by an area of woodland and to the north by a modern
industrial unit. A deep-water dock was located to the west side of

the building and an area of open ground to the east, which has
concrete slab surfacing was in use as a preparatory area for large
metal items before recycling.

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL
BACKGROUND

A comprehensive Desk Based Assessment was produced by
Headland Archaeology as part of the Environmental Statement for
the CWRR infrastructure works (Appendix 7.1 to ES Volume 2). This
provided a detailed assessment of the known archaeology and built
heritage of the wider study area. This identified that although the
building is not listed it does have an entry in the National Record
for the Historical Environment (HER 42718; CANMORE 202280).
The HER states that the building was part of the ‘London Works),
an engineering and shipbuilding works that, from the mid-20th
century, was operated by Simons-Lobnitz Ltd.

4 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The River Clyde has been a centre for shipbuilding for hundreds
of years, with boats being built in the area possibly as early as the
15th century (clydewaterfront.com). However, it was during the
19th century that shipbuilding became a real source of commerce
for Glasgow. With the advent of the steam engine during this
period, the opportunities for Glasgow to expand its heavy industry
were massive. This was also a period of substantial change in the
shipbuilding industry as traditional timber ships were now being
replaced with iron-built ships. Accordingly, by 1876 Glasgow was

1
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building more iron ships than the rest of the world combined (Jones
2010). It is estimated that over 22,000 vessels were built on the Clyde
over the past 200 years (ibid).

The first edition Ordnance Survey (surveyed 1857) (lllus 2) depicts
two of these early shipbuilding yards at Renfrew, both to the south
side of the River Clyde. The eastern yard on this map is named as
the 'London Works'. This comprised a series of large interlinked
buildings and included a separate forge to the west side of the site.
The second yard to the west is not named although may also have
been known as the London Works. The west yard comprised two
large sheds, several smaller buildings, a wet dock and a slipway.

By the mid-1800s, it was known that several companies were building
ships and engines in the area. James Henderson and Son (Est 1847) at
the west yard was one of the earliest known boat builders here. Henry
Lobnitz joined James Henderson in 1857, which by 1866 had become
Henderson, Coulborn and Co (online at archivehub, a). By 1874 Lobnitz
had taken charge of the company which was now named Lobnitz,
Coulborn and Co. He later strengthened the management of the firm
in 1890 by assuming as partners his son Fredrick and William A Young.
He subsequently converted the partnership into a private limited
company, Lobnitz and Co Ltd in 1895.

The east yard at London road was run by JW Hoby. They specialised
in manufacturing tugs and dredgers between 1850 and 1854. One
of Hoby's partners was Fox, Henderson and Co. who ran a foundry
at the London Works (online at archivehub, b). This company also
had iron works operations in Birmingham, also named the London
Works. Hoby and Co were bankrupt by 1854 and the company was
eventually taken over by Joseph Russell, a former apprentice with
Hoby's. Joseph Russell was born in London and this may be where
the London Road name is derived. Russell later became the first
builder to introduce mass and batch production (Walker 2010). He
eventually left Renfrew in 1859 to set up a yard at Ardrossan and
later Port Glasgow. It seems the yard was then taken over in 1860
by William Simons, who had previously been based at another
yard at Whiteinch, Glasgow. Over the first ten years at Renfrew
Simons built passenger vessels, cargo vessels and river steamers but
eventually specialised in building dredgers, barges and tugs. When
William Simons retired in 1886 Andrew Brown took over the firm
and in 1895 with the help of his sons, they established the private
limited company of William Simons and Co. Ltd. They continued to
manufacture dredging machinery and hopper barges at the site
with orders across the globe for their products.

The 1897 Ordnance Survey (lllus 3) seems to depict the two yards as
a single entity with several large buildings, trackways and associated
buildings spread across the site. This included the infilling of part of
the wet dock and removing the slipway. This may have been a result
of a change in construction techniques or a change in the styles of
ships being built here by the turn of the century. At this time the
two companies of Simons (east yard) and Lobnitz (west yard) were
still separate entities. This map also shows that a further shipbuilding
yard belonging to J and G Thompson had been established (1871)
to the north side of the Clyde at this time. It was not apparent from
this map if the original shed to the south of the site, as depicted on
the 1857 Ordnance Survey, had been demolished or incorporated
into the larger shed now depicted as occupying the area. Over the
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following 100 years further alterations and buildings were added
piecemeal to the site, although from the end of the 19th century
onwards the main plan of the site remained static.

William Simons and Co. was eventually sold to the Weir Group in 1957.
Two years later the group also bought out Lobnitz and Co. forming
Simons-Lobnitz Ltd in 1959. The shipbuilders at Renfrew traded until
1964. By this time the site had produced over 1300 dredgers along
with numerous barges and tugs (online source at lobnitz.com). The
final launch from Renfrew took place on 27 December 1963 when
Hopper Barge No. 3 was put into the water under the supervision
of Alexander Stephen & Sons Ltd. All activity ceased following the
trials of that vessel and her departure on delivery to Calcutta, India,
at the close of April 1964. The assets of Simons-Lobnitz were acquired
by Alexander Stephen and Sons Ltd in 1968 and the company’s
shipbuilding assets were transferred to Upper Clyde Shipbuilders Ltd
(lobnitz.com). The site was left abandoned until it was transformed
into Christies Scrap Merchants in the 1980’s. The company was able to
make use of the dock for loading ships with scrap metal for recycling.

5 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of the programme of Historic Building Recording
(Level 3) (Historic England 2016) was to provide a record of the
structure in its present state prior to any demolition or alteration.
This will provide an informed report that details the potential for
further work or provide an adequate record of the structure in its
present surroundings.

The resulting archive will be organised and deposited with National
Record of the Historic Environment (NHRE) to facilitate access for
future research and interpretation for public benefit.

6 METHOD

The building survey was carried In line with the requirements of a
Level 3 record (Historic England 2016) This survey included a:

»  programme of desk-based research to place the development
site in its historic and archaeological context. This consisted of
map regression based on the Ordnance Survey maps and the
title map(s) and apportionments. An examination was also
made of records and aerial photographs available from WoSAS
and HES;

» compilation of drawings showing the building layouts,
elevations and cross-sections using a total station and a drone
survey (to produce a photogrammetric 3d model);

» compilation of adequate photographic record of the historic
building. This includes photographs illustrating the principal
buildings, architectural features discovered, in detail and in
context. All photographs of archaeological detail feature an
appropriately-sized scale;

»  general photographic views of the structures in context;
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» written account providing the date the record was made and
the name of the recorders and a summary of the structure’s
form, materials and historical development.

The recording followed standards and guidance for the
archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or
structures set out by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA
2014a). A full photographic record and detailed descriptions can be
found in Appendix 1.

6.1 REPORTING AND ARCHIVES

The results of the works are presented below. A summary report has
been prepared for submission to Discovery & Excavation in Scotland
(Appendix 2) and the OASIS database (headland1-349863).

The complete project archive will be deposited with Historic
Environment Scotland within six months of the completion of the
project. The records (paper and digital) will be archived according
to best practice guidelines set out by the Archaeological Archiving
Forum (2011).

7  RESULTS

71 HBR SURVEY INTRODUCTION

The survey work was undertaken in April 2019. The building that
formed the focus of the historic building recording was in a moderate
to poor condition. It was a large sub-rectangular brick constructed
building forming the only remaining part of the 19th century
shipbuilding works in the area. The overall alignment of the building
was south-east/north-west, and the building was approximately
170m long and 60m wide. For brevity only cardinal points will be
used elsewhere in the report, with the north-eastern elevation as
north, this being the long axis of the building closest to the river.
The building was divided into two large sheds and three attached
extensions. The sheds were recorded as Shed 1 (the eastern shed)
and Shed 2 (the western shed) and the extensions were recorded as
Extension 1,2 and 3 (lllus 4).

Although the building presented four main elevations, the east side
of the building was uneven with the central part of the building
projecting further east than the southern part. The north elevation
of Shed 1 included two later extensions and the east side of the north
elevation of Shed 2 was set at an angle. Therefore, each individual
elevation was recorded separately (Elevation A to O) (as shown on
[llus 4 and 5). The building had a saw-tooth roof presenting multiple
gables to the north and south elevations.

Much of the building presented a series of repetitive architectural
features, typical of 19th century design, making it appear as if most
of the building presented a single phase of construction. In fact,
the building had been added to several times with multiple phases
of construction recorded. This was most clearly represented by
extensions to the north and west and varying roof heights as seen

on lllus 5. The building also included several 20th century additions
including two extensions to the north side of the building.

In general, the 19th century constructed elements of the building
were of red brick in an English Garden Bond with a cement render.
All the original window and door openings were round-headed with
pale yellow brick voussoirs making the upper part of the openings
more prominent. The large round-headed entrances included four
rows of brick work across the arches with two bands of pale yellow
bricks and two bands of red brick (lllus 7).

72 EXTERNAL EAST END (ILLUS 8)

The east end of the building presented the most interesting face of
the structure due to the projection of the central part of the wall and
the recessed wall to the north side which altogether offered three
separate bays to the elevation. The stepped plan of the elevation
required the recording of five separate faces of wall (Elevation A-E). To
the south side was Elevation A which included a large round-headed
entrance and three long round-headed windows (lllus 9). The door
included a modern steel roller door and the three windows had been
brick-blocked. The north side of this wall abutted the south-facing
elevation (Elevation B) of the central bay. Only a narrow width of this
elevation was visible with no features identified although the roof line
was higher than the north and south bays and a small round-headed
window was just visible in the south facing gable.

The central bay (Elevation C) was symmetrical displaying three
identical rows of five round-headed windows. The lower two rows
had all been brick-blocked with only the upper row of windows still
incorporating their casement frames (lllus 10).

The north side of the central bay (Elevation D) presented the most
complicated elevation of the whole building due to the insertion
and subsequent blocking of several openings within the original
blocked openings (lllus 11). This was also the only external elevation
to include brick buttresses, with five visible. The elevation included
two gable ends each with a small round-headed window inserted.
Below this were two rows of eight windows to the top and middle
of the wall and six at the base along with a large round-headed
entrance. All the openings had been brick-blocked with later square
windows inserted into the middle and lower blocked windows to
the west side of the elevation and two round-headed windows
and a square window inserted into the entrance. These had also all
been brick-blocked. A construction line high up on this elevation
indicated that the external area to the north of this elevation had
once been roofed although this would not have been part of the
original construction.

The final bay to the north side of the east elevation (Elevation E)
Included two brick-blocked doors at ground floor level and a single
square opening higher on the wall (lllus 12). The size of the opening
may suggest it was a door (possible leading to an external staircase
or extant floor). The wall also included two rows of small brick-
blocked recesses (one set being just below the upper window/door).
These are likely to have been inserted when internal flooring was
inserted (see below).
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ILLUS 5 Photogrammetric plan of the building facing south-west
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73 EXTERNAL NORTH ELEVATION
(ILLUS 13)

The north elevation included the elevations of Shed 1 (elevation
F and H) and Shed 2 (elevation J and K) plus two later extensions
(elevations G and 1) to the front of Shed 1. The elevation of Shed
1 (Illus 14) comprised seven bays, each with an identical gable end
incorporating a small round-headed window and brick voussoir.
Below the gables four of the bays included sets of four round-
headed windows. The bay at the east end had no windows and the
following bay along with the bay at the west end of the elevation
included three windows. The two extensions masked much of the
lower half of the remainder of the elevation. Where the full extent
of the elevation was visible it exposed two of the tall round-headed
entrances. The entrance close to the west end included a cobble
floor and rail tracks leading into the building (see lllus 6).

Both extensions to the north side of the elevation were constructed
of brick over two floors and represent 20th century additions to the
fabrication shed. Extension 1 to the east masked 3 ¥ bays of the
earlier building. It included casement windows to ground and first
floor levels with small entrances at both ends and a flat roof. The
corners at each end of the extension were angled and it included a
series of slightly projecting brick buttresses.

Extension 2 to the west masked the final two bays of the main
elevation. This extension had been altered and partially covered in a
cement render (lllus 15). Again, it was over two floors and had a flat
roof. Markings on the north-facing wall indicated that it originally
included an outer staircase. This led to a door on the upper floor that
had been brick-blocked and subsequently partly turned into a large
window. Three large entrances on the ground floor had also been
brick-blocked.

The north elevation of Shed 2 comprised of two components
(elevation J and K) with the eastern half (J) set at an angle facing
north-east and the remainder facing north, although they were
constructed of the same materials which also continued across
the west elevation (lllus 16). The elevation comprised a brick wall
base (2.5m high) with a corrugated steel upper wall. The brick wall
included three large doors and three windows. This elevation along
with the west elevation (L) were the most recently constructed and
date to the 20th century.

74 EXTERNAL WEST ELEVATION)

The west elevation of Shed 2 was constructed in the same materials
asthe north elevation of Shed 2 with a brick wall base and corrugated
steel upper wall (lllus 17). A series of casement windows were
positioned at the top of the brick wall with a further continuous long
window at the top of the corrugated wall. A single large entrance
was located close to the south side. At the south end of the elevation
was the third extension. This was a small two storey brick-built office
(llus 18) with a double gable end facing west (Elevation N). The
building had been altered with a brick-blocked double door on the
north face, new windows inserted and an upper floor office added
to the north-west corner. This building was probably originally part
of the shipbuilding yard but had been modified for use as offices for
the scrap yard.

10

7.5 EXTERNAL SOUTH ELEVATION)

Access to the rear of the building (Elevation N) was limited due to
the proximity of the woodland to this side of the building. A public
track runs between the building and the woodland, although the
trees limited the position from which a photographic record could
be made (lllus 19). The elevation comprised 13 tall gabled bays.
Each bay included four tall round-headed windows that had been
brock-blocked (lllus 20). These bays were identical apart from the
final bay at the west end. This was wider and taller with flat squared
ends at the base of the gable. The similarity of the windows across
all 13 bays indicate that this elevation was part of a single phase of
construction. The only additional features were several tie-bar ends
that had been inserted to support the wall.

76 INTERNAL SHED 1 (ILLUS 21)

The internal space of Shed 1 was divided into three long east/west
aligned bays by a mixture of brick walls, brick pillars and steel roof
support columns. The building had a concrete floor with two sets of
north/south aligned rails running through. A modern WC had been
built in the north bay and an electricity substation was located in
the south bay.

South bay

The south bay (Illus 22) was formed of the south and east external
walls of the building along with a series of 17 brick pillars supporting
an upper wall to the north side and a brick partition wall to the
west. The south wall included 17 internal buttresses 10.5m high
that supported a long steel beam. The beam was mirrored on the
north internal wall although on this side it was supported on a
series of steel columns. This indicated that the two walls were not
contemporary. The beams carried an overhead crane that was still
present. This crane had a name plate indicating it had been supplied
by ‘Royce Ltd of Manchester’ and was capable of holding ‘25 tons’
(llus 23). The north wall was a continuous wall along the whole
length of the shed (lllus 24). It comprised nine gabled bays which,
although very similar in design, displayed several differences. The
first four bays at the east end included two large openings at the
base with steel lintels. Above the openings were two rows of four
round-headed windows and within each gable was a further small
round-headed window. The remaining five bays to the west were
lower and only included a single set of four windows. In addition to
this the lintels of three of the openings at the base of the wall were
raised higher. Two of these raised openings aligned with entrances
on the north side of the building. The west wall formed the partition
wall between buildings 1 and 2. It was brick built with a single large
brick-blocked door. The east wall mirrored what was recorded on
the east external elevation.

Central bay

The walls of the central bay of Shed 1 were not continuous on both
sides, the north wall was only present in the eastern half of the
building. The area to the west was more open with a double row
of steel pillars replacing the wall here. The south wall (also the north
wall of the south bay) replicated the design described above with
the addition of a series of projecting brick buttresses. From the east
end the initial eight of these were set higher than those to the west
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and corresponded to the change in height of the wall. A steel beam
was placed on the top of the buttresses with a lower beam set on
the western group (lllus 25).

The north wall mirrored much of the design of the south wall at
the east end with four gabled bays, each incorporating a small
round-headed window plus two rows of four windows below.
Where it altered from this design was at ground level. Here a
further series of windows were present along with two large
round-headed entrances in the second and third bay from the
east (Illus 26). The first of these had been brick blocked and a
square window inserted which had also subsequently been
brick-blocked. As with opposite wall the projecting buttresses
carried a steel beam, and these were used to support a second
overhead crane. The wall ended abruptly at the west end of the
fourth bay and no visible evidence was identified to suggest the
wall had originally continued, although the walls were covered
in a thick white paint that may have masked any alteration. The
east wall of the central bay was of a similar design and formed
the external east elevation to the building (lllus 27). A double
row of steel columns was present to the western half of the bay
(llus 28) and at the west end a large raised steel platform was
present (Illus 29).

North bay

The north bay of Shed 1 was shorter than the other two bays
and was formed of the gabled north external wall of the building
and two gabled bays of the south wall (lllus 30). At the east end
the back wall was masked by a series of three mezzanine floors
supported on steel cross beams. At ground floor level below the
mezzanine floors was a breeze-block constructed store room. The
north wall included projecting brick buttresses and three round-
headed entrances, one of which had been brick-blocked due to
the addition of the extension to the outside of the building. The
west wall included a blocked fireplace which was identified more
clearly from Shed 2. Along with the rail tracks and the cranes, a
series of markings and brick outlines on the floor of the north bay
provided evidence of machinery associated with the shipbuilding
works in this building.

77 INTERNAL SHED 2

Shed 2 was still in use for sorting metal waste at the time of the site
visit and this restricted access to some areas of the space. The shed
was one large room (lllus 31) with rows of steel pillars supporting
the roof. The north and west walls were relatively modern and only
the south and east wall represented earlier 19th century parts of
the building. The south wall formed the external south wall of the
building and comprised four gabled bays each with four long brick-
blocked round-headed windows (lllus 32). A series of projecting
buttresses again supported a long steel beam for carrying an
overhead crane (lllus 33). The steel beam carrying the other side of
the crane was supported on steel columns. A steel double sliding
door was recorded on the east wall leading to Shed 1. A faint
outline of a brick-blocked round-headed entrance was visible under
the painted wall. A small round-headed fireplace or flue was also
recorded to the north side of the east wall (lllus 34).
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8 DISCUSSION

The HBR survey identified that the fabrication shed had four main
phases of development. The 1857 Ordnance Survey map depicted
a single long shed in the location of the present building. By the
publication of the 1897 Ordnance Survey a much larger building
is present. It was not apparent at first if the original building had
been demolished as part of the later expansion or if it had been
incorporated into the later shed. A cursory examination of the
building suggested it had all be rebuilt as the general decorative
design of the features, such as the round-headed windows and
entrances and the use of yellow brick voussoirs, were mirrored across
all the main walls. Closer inspection revealed a somewhat more
complex phasing plan.

The 1857 Ordnance Survey map depicts the east end of the original
building set at a slight angle. This angled end is also visible on
later maps depicting the enlarged building. The central part of the
east elevation of the present building is also set at an angle. It was
therefore presumed this elevation of the building represented the
remains of the original fabrication shed. Unfortunately, this does
not accurately mirror the cartographic evidence (see lllus 2). This
may be a result of poor accuracy of the earlier mapping although
this is unlikely. Therefore, it seems the original building had been
demolished prior to the expansion.

Although this means the angled east elevation of the central bay
does not represent the remains of the original building, it does
equate that the upstanding building was not constructed as a single
phase. Although the overall design of the openings are similar across
the building the spread of windows on the east elevation of the
central bay were particular to that elevation. This spread of windows
was also repeated within the building on the walls of the central bay
of Shed 1. The north wall of the central bay continued the length of
the building although it was noted that it changed height along its
length. No construction line or change in style was identified in the
wall at this point and it seems likely that the whole wall was part of
a single construction. The crane support beam on this side was also
supported on steel beams rather than a brock buttress indicating
that the central bay may have formed the first phase of construction
of the expansion of the sheds.

By 1897 the building had been enlarged forming a much wider
and longer building. This would have included the addition of the
south and north bays, constructed to the same designs used in the
central bay such as the round-headed windows and coloured brick
voussoirs, and the addition of the large second shed. The building to
the west end of the shed (extension 3) is also depicted on the later
Ordnance Survey map and although it had been altered, it clearly
represents part of this second phase of construction. An additional
building is also depicted to the north-east corner of the fabrication
shed on the 1897 Ordnance Survey. The north facing elevation here
(Elevation D) did show evidence of a roofline implying the elevation
had originally been an internal wall.

No dating evidence was identified for the overhead cranes that
were present although they were probably installed as part of
the expansion of the yard in the late 19th century. The design
of the buttresses on these buildings imply they were purposely

13
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ILLUS 9 View of the east elevation  ILLUS 10 Detail of the east elevation of the central bay
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ILLUS 12 The east elevation of the north bay
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constructed to support the crane crossbeams rather than just to
support the walls.

The original building depicted on the 1857 Ordnance Survey was
probably established by James Henderson and Co. in 1847. The initial
expansion of the yard probably started under Henderson, Coulborn
and Co. after 1866 with further expansion carried out after 1874
under the management of Lobnitz Coulborn and Co.

Itis presumedthe north and west walls of Shed 2 were constructed
much later but on the same alignment as the building depicted
on the 1897 Ordnance Survey and these formed part of Phase 3
of the development.

The two extensions to the north elevation represent a fourth phase
of construction, the styles representing 20th century design. The
layout of these two buildings suggest they may have been offices
rather than part of the industrial use of the sheds.

9 CONCLUSION

The survey has identified four general phases of construction of
the upstanding fabrication shed with. The earliest phase saw the
demolition of the original shed and the construction of a single
long bay in the mid-19th century. This was quickly followed by the
construction of additional bays to the north and south in the late
19th century. The final two phases were a bit more piecemeal with
new walls added to the western shed and the addition of offices
buildings to the north side of the building in the 20th century. Once
the yard had ceased trading much of the infrastructure was removed
and eventually it was transformed for use as a metal recycling centre.

The building is due to be demolished and the area prepared for
modern development. If groundworks are carried out across the site,
it may be possible to identify the footprint of the original buildings
and the earlier infrastructure of the yard, giving insight into how the
early yard would have operated. Therefore a targeted watching brief,
during the demolition foundation grubbing out, on the footprint of
the original building should be considered.
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ILLUS 14 General view of the north elevation of Shed 1 showing Extension 1 ILLUS 15 Detail of Extention 2
Shed 2
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ILLUS 17 General view of the west elevation

ILLUS 16 View of the north facing elevation of

ILLUS 18 Detail of Extension 3
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ILLUS 19 Oblique view of the south elevation  ILLUS 20 Detail of the south
elevation bay
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ILLUS 22 General view of the south bay of Shed 1

ILLUS 23 Detail of the overhead crane in the south bay
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ILLUS 24 The north wall of the south bay
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ILLUS 25 East facing view of the central bay of Shed 1 ILLUS 26 South wall of the central bay  ILLUS 27 General view of the east wall of the
central bay  ILLUS 28 View of the steel columns at the west end of the central bay ~ ILLUS 29 Detail of the steel platform at the west end of the central bay
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ILLUS 30 East facing view of the north bay of Shed 1 ILLUS 31 General internal view of Shed 2 ILLUS 32 View of the south wall of Shed 2
ILLUS 33 Detail fo the overhead crane in Shed 2 ILLUS 34 Detail of the fireplace on the east wall of Shed 2
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APPENDIX 1
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APPENDIX 2 DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND REPORT
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Clyde Waterfront Renfrewshire Waterfront
CWRR19

Blythswood

Donald Wilson

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd
HBR

Fabrication Shed

None

NS 5044 6856

March 2019

March 2019

None

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd was commissioned to undertake a Level 3 historic building survey prior to the
redevelopment of the area at Clyde Waterfront, Renfrewshire. The property, a fabrication shed, formerly formed part of
the Shipbuilding facility operated by Simons-Lobnitz Ltd. The original building was constructed ¢ 1854 although this
seems to have been demolished prior to remodelling of the buildings prior to 1895. The extant building comprises
one large building separated into two very large roofed sheds. The two sheds incorporated fabric from four phases of
construction relating to the 19th and 20th century expansion.

The interior of the eastern shed comprised of three long bays separated by brick walls and rows of steel beams. The east
end of the central bay provided evidence of the initial expansion phase of the fabrication shed. The bays to the north
and south sides of the building had been added later but were constructed to a very similar design with tall round
headed doors and windows. The interior still included several overhead cranes supported on large horizontal steel
beams. Several later modifications had also been made to the interior of the east shed. The west shed was still in use

as part of Christies scrap metal yard although much of the layout and steel roof support beams were of 19th century
design.

Yes
None
Renfrewshire Council

13 Jane Street, Edinburgh. EH6 5HE

Historic Environment Scotland
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