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Muirhall Wind Farm

Desk Based Assessment

by Kate Bain

A desk-based assessment and walkover survey were undertaken at the Muirhall Wind Farm, South Lanarkshire in
advance of the erection of six new wind turbines and associated infrastructure. The development area is located in an
extensive upland bog environment within which are surviving examples of rig and furrow cultivation, suggesting that
the area has not been subject to excessive recent development. Other evidence of human activity in the immediate area
of the turbine sites appears to be exclusively associated with attempts to drain or improve the land for grazing livestock.
Potential for subsurface archaeology was identified as possible pre-historic activity pre-dating the incursion of the blan-

ket bog which characterises the area.
INTRODUCTION

Headland Archaeology undertook an archaeologi-
cal desk-based assessment of land at Muirhall Wind
Farm, South Lanarkshire (Illus 1) on behalf of Ar-
cus Consulting Ltd for Muirhall Windfarm Ltd. The
development will comprise the erection of six new
wind turbines and associated infrastructure includ-
ing the creation of access tracks and a construction
compound. The work was commissioned in response
to a planning condition (Condition 65) outlined as
follows;
‘No development shall take place within the application
site, as outline in red on figure 4.1 [Site Construction
Plan] until the developer has secured the implementa-
tion of a programme of archaeology survey works in ac-
cordance with a written scheme of investigation which
has been submitted by the developer, agreed by the
West of Scotland Archaeology Service, and approved
by the Council. Thereafter the developer shall ensure
that the programme of archaeological survey works is
fully implemented and that all recording and recovery
of archaeological resources within the application site is
undertaken to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council
in agreement with the West of Scotland Archaeology
Service.”

SITE DESCRIPTION

The proposed development area comprises 242 ha?
(centred on NT00519 53618) of upland bog to the
east of the village of Auchengray (Illus 1). Extensive
areas of late 20" century forestry plantation flank the
application boundary to the east and west with the
remainder of the site being given over to a combina-
tion of improved grazing and bog habitat. The sur-
rounding area, particularly to the north and west, is
heavily quarried and mined for both coal and oil, the
massive bing of the former Tarbrax shale oil works
being the dominating feature of the north-western
horizon.

METHODOLOGY

The study was intended to provide an assessment
of all relevant archaeological and historic records
within the site and a study area based on a radius
of roughly 3km from the site (Illus 2). Records up
to 5km from the site were studied to allow for sig-
nificant sites just outside the 3km boundary. The
objective was to determine the likely presence or ab-
sence of known and unknown sites within the devel-
opment area. It was designed to provide a summary
assessment of the implications for the development
site, not as an exhaustive historical discussion.
The following sources were consulted:
e National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS);
e Historic Scotland Schedule of Ancient Monu-
ments and List of Listed Buildings;
* maps held by National Library of Scotland;
¢ plans held by National Archives of Scotland;
and
* other readily accessible published sources.

A walkover survey was also carried out in order
to assess the character of the site, its current land use
and condition and confirm the accuracy of informa-
tion collected by documentary research. Further to
this, any sites not previously noted would be identi-
fied and recorded.

RESULTS

Sites are referred to by Headland Archaeology (HA)
numbers. A gazetteer is appended.

Previously recorded sites

There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within
the proposed development area. Nor are there any
listed buildings. The known sites within the plan-
ning application boundary are primarily related to
the improvement, drainage and agricultural man-
agement of Stallashaw Moss in which the site is lo-
cated. Numerous examples of upstanding rig and
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furrow cultivation (HA1, HA2, HA4, HA6, HA11,
and HA13) have been identified throughout the de-
velopment area and beyond. To the north-east of the
proposed turbine locations, to the south of the road,
a series of enclosures are recorded. The first of these
(HA4) is rectilinear in plan and is reported to over-
lie an area of rig and furrow, this being the case, the
enclosure is almost certainly part of the post-medi-
eval agricultural landscape. Two further enclosures
(HA3) are recorded just to the north-east of this
feature. Each consists of a low, circular grass bank,
situated on a grassy knoll. Whilst these features po-
tentially relate to early settlement activity, it seems
more likely that they represent livestock shelters oc-
cupying relatively dry locations in an otherwise wa-
terlogged environment. A further roughly rectilinear
enclosure (HA10), partially within a small stand of
trees, was thought to have a similar purpose.

A small number of disused quarry pits (HA5, HAS8
& HA12) are also distributed across the develop-
ment area although in a much lesser concentration
than are seen across the wider landscape. By far the
largest relic of mining and quarrying in the vicinity
of the development area is the massive bing of the
former Tarbrax shale oil works (HA 109). The bing
and other accompanying elements of the Tarbrax
works are located to the north, outside the planning
application boundary.
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Cartographic Evidence

The study area is shown on Roy’s military survey
map (Roy 1747-55, lowland region Illus3) and is
depicted as an area of bog or marsh, along the
peripheries of which are areas of cultivation.

A similar picture is presented by the 1st edi-
tion Ordnance Survey mapping of the area (1859)
(Illus 4) which also shows a large expanse of
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marsh or bog, entitled Stallashaw Moss, cover-
ing the whole of the development area. The first
edition map also depicts a significant number of
sites marked as coal pits in the surrounding area
and to the west of the site, the Caledonian Rail-
way.

The second edition Ordnance Survey (1899)
also shows very little development in the vicin-
ity of the site. Although an extension of the rail-
way to Tarbrax had been constructed to the north
of the site, marking the initial establishment of
what would become the Tarbrax shale oil works.

Little change is observable within the devel-
opment area on the site until the Ordnance Sur-
vey map of 1978 when two large areas of forestry
have appeared flanking the east and west of the
planning application area.

Ilus 5
View from A1l towards Turbines 1 & 2

Historical and Archaeological Background

Prehistoric and Roman

There is no conclusive evidence for prehistoric land
use in the immediate landscape of the site. There is
however evidence of early prehistoric activity in the
vicinity, primarily in the form of chance finds of flint
artefacts. Whilst early prehistoric settlement of up-
land areas in the region is sparse, a concentration of
both settlement and funerary features has been iden-
tified to the south of the site, in the area of Wester
Yardhouses. The blanket bog, Stallashaw moss,
which characterises the modern site landscape, was
probably laid down throughout the Bronze Age pe-
riod, thus potentially burying evidence from earlier
periods. A souterrain, designated as a Scheduled An-
cient Monument, lies just within the 3km study area
at Wester Yardhouses (HA 67). Evidence of Roman
activity is restricted to the possible line of a Roman
road (HA 84) approximately 3km to the south-east
of the site.

Medieval and Post-medieval

There is little or no evidence for activity from the
medieval period in the area of the site, this is not
considered to be unusual as lower status dwelling
activity is rarely identitifed archaeologically outside
established medieval burghs.

Ilus 6
Tubine 3 site

By far the highest concentration of activity associated
with the site dates to the post-medieval period, prima-
rily in association with improvement of the wetlands
for the grazing of animals. The wider landscape is lit-
tered with coal fields and other mineral extraction sites,
the nearby village of Tarbrax being built specifically to
house workers of the shale oil extraction industry. The
demise of the collieries was quickly followed by a de-
cline in population, returning the landscape to a rural,
rather than industrial footing. These sites are listed in
the gazetteer and shown in Illus 2 but are not discussed
further in this report. The only sites of national desig-
nation are the B listed Auchengray Church and the C(S)
listed dovecot at Lawhead House.

The first major incursion onto the Stallashaw Moss
itself was made by extensive areas of forestry plantation
between the 1960s and 1970s.

Ilus 7

Tarbrax Bing across the site from turbine 3



Walkover Survey

The walkover survey confirmed the character of the
site as upland bog, areas of which were given over to
rough grazing. The turbine track, turbine locations
and anemometer location were visited; no upstanding
archaeological remains were identified at these loca-
tions. Numerous modern drainage channels were ob-
served and the presence of several previously identi-
fied upstanding features within the development area
was confirmed. No new features were identified.

Ilus 8

Looking toward The Pentlands over turbine 6

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The site itself appears to have seen very little devel-
opment in terms of either settlement or industrial
activity. The marshy character of the land restricts
both agriculture and industrial use and despite the
various drainage and improvement methods imple-
mented on the site, the majority of the area remains
as blanket bog.

Whilst this appears to have precluded human ac-
tivity after the deposition of the bog, there is some
limited potential for the survival of pre-Bronze Age
activity buried beneath it. Several findspots of both
Mesolithic and Neolithic material have been identi-
fied scattered across the wider area, perhaps sug-
gesting the presence of marginal settlement. With
this in mind, a study of borehole data from across the
site should be considered. A programme of palaeo-
environmental sampling could also be beneficial,
as a part of the watching brief, in order to establish
the nature of the peat. It is recommended that a pro-
gramme of watching brief is maintained during the
excavation of turbine and crane hardstanding areas.

The only above ground feature close enough to be
immediately affected by the erection of the turbines and
associated worksis a small rectilinear enclosure, thought
to be part of a former livestock enclosure of probable
19™ century date (HA 10); this should be fenced off with

Muirhall Wind Farm, South Lanarkshire
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high visibility netlon mesh to avoid the possibility of
accidental damage by plant during the course of the
works. The trees within this enclosure will be felled,
but no disturbance to the enclosure will occur.
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APPENDIX; GAZETTEER
HA No Site Name Site Type |StatusSAM No B .Lis'ted Reference No Grid

uilding No Reference
1 | Tarbrax, Shale-oil Works ShaTlre;ilwl‘f}i’ne" N e oy 7| 301810 655600
o [ | T
3 Greenfield Ring-enclosures Nl\‘/ﬁ)ssgg 2323\255; 301280 654420
4 Greenfield Rig; Enclosure Nl\é&)ssig (gg‘é\éSZ; 301150 654200
5 Greenfield Quarry-pits Nl\é\ﬁg ?gggf?"' 301140 654140
6 Green{'iellc\i/I é SSstallashaw Rig Nh‘/i\l]'{c‘ssilg(igg‘(/)\ém; 301400 653850
7 Greenfield Rig Nl\gﬁ)ssgg (ggg?o} 300620 654610
8 Greenfield Quarry-pits Nl\\/f\issig 2223\649’. 300600 654520
g | Creenfield/Stallashaw Sheepfold N e Loy [300530 654430
10 Stallashaw Moss Enclosure N%SSEST ?532‘;;47; 300700 652960
11 East Yardhouses Rig Nl\‘/gissig ?gzgs& 300200 652720
12 East Yardhouses Quarry; Trackway Nl\‘/f\lz)ssig 2259‘2/270’- 300330 652430
13 East Yardhouses Rig Nl\‘/ﬁ)ssgg (igz‘é\?% 300270 652320
14 Woolfords Hime Kilns; Quar- e a1y " 300050 656490
15 Viewfield Shale Pit Shale-oil Mine NMV{]{ssigcﬁggy’g" 301500 656440
16 Mosshead Burn Ql\f;rr‘;;‘lgn ‘;‘Z‘C‘gzty e e ooa (298890 655850
17 | BasterMosshat /Mosshat | g3 rngtead e ey |299830 656020
18 Woolforddyke Cottage NMv{]{(?sﬁgoﬂggZﬂ; 300610 656020
19 Woolforddyke Sawpit N e e 27 1300750 655900
20 | South Cobbinshaw siding Indusf{jﬁlv"vg’gnml e e Sr % 1301000 656000
21 Burnfoot Cottage Cottage Nl\‘//IinSSXISS 211;15%52’. 298360 655630
22 Burnfoot Structures NI\‘;[V%SSXISS 2?;]113667’. 298500 655730
23 Burnfoot Farmstead Nl\‘//[\]IiSSES ?i§6%53; 298730 655240
o4 Wester Mo;zk;zt / Mosshat Farmh(s)ttésaeé Farm- Nh‘//IvIZSSXISS?il;ElM; 299690 655600
25 | Droveloan Cotiage, Hay- g?gﬁr?ﬁelaclff 1(1}:2? N e 1297830 654670

sible)

2% Droveloan Cottage, Hay- Lazy-beds NMRS NS95SE33.1; 297900 654650

wood

WOoSAS 19529

10
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HA No Site Name Site Type |Status|SAM No B .Liszted Reference No Grid
uilding No Reference
27 Haywoolf](fl"iliery Pit | Coal Mine; Shatfts N%Eggs? 3%137; 298290 654670
28 Pool Cottage Cottage R 1o 1298290 654670
29 Pool Row Miners Row NMV{/{(:SSIX29157851%)389-3; 298420 654390
30 Pool Coal Mines; Rig Nl‘\//IvI;§AI?ISS? 35574 1 298880 654530
31 Wilsontown Junction Buildings NI\\//I\]EEAI:ISS?SSS; 0 299150 654520
32 Pool Colliery Coal hﬁgﬁ;ymers NMVI\}S;X?ISQS]%?'O; 297850 654050
33 Pooiaézl/hf_lr;’rég:f;hzigdc‘)t' Coal Mine; Cottage NlejjsliggfgszEfsg'l; 297850 654050
34 Pool Lime Kiln Nl‘\//l\]I;;I\\ISS?;;I)EAfZ; 298560 654090
35 Auchengray Smithy NMR%%E\;OSAS 299540 654230
36 Auchengray School N%Egi\lss? SSZE; 4 299520 654150
37 Auchengray Church Church B Nvl\\/][(£{SS AI\STSIQOSSSZEQ’ 299585 654005
38 Benthead ii:jsl"’t Stone va;/ISiSSNzg???WW’ 300300 654600
39 Westertown / Greenfield Farmstead NMR%;XZOSAS 300720 654700
40 Greenfield Farmhst‘ézeé Farm- N%%Eg 232%73; 300850 654850
41 Tarbrax, Easterhouse Farm | Findspot: Artefacts Nl\‘/ﬁ)ssgg (;gg‘é\é%; 301188 654843
42 Greenfield Coal Pits; Quarry Nl\\/f\issig (iggggm’. 301010 654440
13 Pool Colliery, Pit No.3 Coal Mine e e -2/ 297790 653800
44 Pool Lime Kiln N%I;ggs?;gg& 298573 653809
45 Auchengray Brid‘jv‘zgfs Tile N%Eggsigggf” 299030 653580
16 Auchengray Cottage e e 1o 1299030 653510
47 Hardgatehead Coal Mine N%ﬁggs?gsf; 6 298170 653200
48 Eastsidewood Coal Mine Nl‘\/dvlsgi\ISS? ggffz 297750 652680
49 Oldmill / Dippool Water Mill; Cottage N%EgAI:ISS? 35}554 8; 298450 652890
50 hﬁ‘glg;‘;ge > Mary Church; Well R Nt 1299320 652950
51 Crofthill Farmstead N%Egi\}sszgggs 0; 298210 652520
52 Girdwoodend Farmstead Nl\\//[\/l;gpljlsszgggg % 299320 651630
53 Falla Flagstaff NMRls;S‘z/‘iOSAS 299850 651030
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HA No Site Name Site Type |Status|SAM No B .Liszted Reference No Grid
uilding No Reference
54 East Yardhouses Rig Nl\\/f\i)ssig (1)22‘1;235; 300400 651900
55 East Yardhouses Ring-enclosure Nl\é\issig (igz‘;\;%; 300490 652090
56 East Yardhouses Quarry N%SSEST 2223244; 300660 651960
57 East Yardhouses Rig Nl\\/f\issig ?g?;‘é\;sé; 300800 652170
58 East Yardhouses Findspot; Flint e N 1ty [300860 651940
59 Yardhouses F‘gisel(’)‘l’:s lll/i[;s;:l' N%SSEST ?51‘??;13" 300860 651940
60 East Yardhouses Farmhg’t‘;ﬁ Farm- N%SSEST ?ggg‘;”" 300850 651950
61 East Yardhouses Rig Nl\‘/f\lz)ssig 222‘9/\([]39; 301150 652050
62 East Yardhouses Quarries Nl\gﬁ)ssgg 2322169; 301240 651950
63 East Yardhouses Quarries Nl\\/f\issig (ggg\fg; 301260 651920
64 East Yardhouses / .Easter- Fa;rrl;sitrfgclléiﬁlc;r.n- NMRS NT055W27; 301350 651850
yardhouse Hill Sheepfold ’ WOoSAS 12393
65 East Yardhouses Rig; Sheepfold Nl\\/f\issig ?g§¥40; 301080 651490
66 Easteryardhouse Hill Small Cairns Nl\é&)ss];g 222‘9/\;41; 301550 651550
67 Wester Yardhouses Souterrain SAM 2615 Nl‘\//l\};ggTIO f]s SVi/ L 300420 650790
68 Wester Yardhouses Findspot: Flints Nl\v/\lllégngo 1518 6‘21 z 300500 650650
69 Wester Yardhouses Cairn Nl\\/f\issig (i?ﬁ\é\éll; 300500 650700
70 Wester Yardhouses Findspot: Flints Nhﬁ%ﬁg (ﬁ?z\éﬂ; 300500 650650
71 Wester Yardhouses Vﬂlalg:g;r Ilzfsrt‘;%"use; N%SSKST 222%75" 300550 650700
7y | Wester Jardhouses /ast Rig N e Tobe 1300550 651000
73 | Wester Jarchouses /East Rig N e oot (300720 651040
74 Wester Yardhouses Cgﬁils,s}lcrﬁ;?:i- NI\&I]?OSSE;" ?ﬁ‘é\él& 300780 650720
ings
75 Wester Yardhouses C};Egs,s?:}fzzi— Nl\\/f\issig ?ﬁgl 6 300850 650780
ings
76 Easteryardhouse Hill Q“?:éiséﬁ"“e N%SSEST ?&;’2‘9’245" 301250 650850
77 Wester Yardhouses Cairn (poss) etc NM\/S(S)SIXTSOESS;QI 22; 301400 651000
78 Easteryardhouse Hill Buildings; Rig N%SSEST ?532;\;42; 301660 651150
79 East Yardhouses Rig N%%EST ?gzg\i43; 301350 652550

12




Muirhall Wind Farm, South Lanarkshire

MWEFL08

HA No Site Name Site Type |Status|SAM No B .Liszted Reference No Grid

uilding No Reference
80 Dykefoot Sheepfolds Nl\\/f\i)ssgg ggg‘é\;g(); 302140 652330
81 Dykefoot Building; Sheepfold Nl\‘/il/'{OSS/I:I;F ggg‘é\fn; 302370 652420
82 Lingy Knowe Small Cairns Nl\v/\l;légANng 1518 ;g] & 302580 652280
g3 | PostonBum/Dykefoot Caimn e e 9% 1302500 652060
84 RomanSirslaed (pos- 0 0 NMRS 112(1;,5 WOoSAS 302400 652000
85 Boston Bllx:rar; rﬁl Dykefoot Buiiii;%;bcl:)irns Nl\‘/ﬁ)ss 11:1;"(;%2;\192, 302360 651980
86 Dykefoot Farm Cairns Nl\é\issig 232%94’. 302350 652020
87 BOSt‘}’;‘éﬁgﬁf{f [ paster: Cottage M o [p020s0 651650
88 Lingy Knowe Fieldcgiﬁzance N%ﬁgg?ffg % 1302510 651750
89 Seat Hill Sheezigij) (pos- N%Egg?ffg 4 1302690 651770
90 Dykefoot Field CC;:: ance N%Egg?ffg 7 1302950 652840
91 Lingy Knowe Quarries (possible) NI\é\l]’(OSS/I:g 2%?{!85; 302700 651580
92 South Tarbrax Quarry Nl\gﬁ)ssgg ?59(5)‘;\178; 303470 653570
93 South Tarbrax Fslcr:itselz‘?j%rl;lc?x-c NMRS ; WoSAS 303510 653520

heads; Cannel Coal 22327

94 South Tarbrax Fi"‘/‘\}zlr’lfetfl?lﬁr v Nh"f\issgg 2‘??%86" 303400 653600
95 Lawhead Croft Cottage NMVI\{Iisl\ESOi’?S)gSZ'Z; 302500 653950
96 Lawhead House Country House NMVITIE\;TSO?E’S;Z;/ i’ 20; 302610 653960
97 Lawhead House dovecot Dovecot C(S) NMVI\\}zé\IATSOi?gz;Z'l; 302525 654095
98 Lawhead House Findspot: Pottery N%%EST ggiz\;g% 302500 654100
99 Lawhead, The Lodge Lodge NM&?&EOT§¥§Z'3; 302710 654270
100 Lawhead Rig N%SSEST 222%59; 303150 654330
101 Dykehead Rig Nl\\/f\issig ?:5;‘1/;64; 303410 654310
102 Lawhead Farm Farmhouse, Farm- N e ooy [302800 654500
103 Lawhead / Tarbrax Church Rig Nl\é\issig 2323258; 302560 654810
e
105 Tarbrax Church Church Nl\xissl;g ?gg‘zl\én’. 302620 654960
106 Lawhead Quarry N e Laony ~ [302930 654950
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HA No Site Name Site Type |Status|SAM No B .Lis.ted Reference No Grid
uilding No Reference
107 Lawhead Quarry-pits Nl\é&)ss];g (1)22‘2/\;67; 303150 654860
108 Tarbrax / T‘jl;'(l)):lil:, Shale-oil Villags; Ei)%l Culti- NM‘I/{\/SOIS\IATgEiTg\/ng.l 302750 655250
109 Tarbrax, Shale-oil Works Shale oil works NM‘I/{VSOSNATg 51120‘/;/01 0.0; 302510 655650
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