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Summary�
A�desk�based�assessment�was�undertaken�on�land�at�Kilgallioch,�within�South�
Ayrshire�and�Dumfries�and�Galloway,�in�advance�of�a�planning�application�
for�the�construction�of�a�new�windfarm.�The�central�area�of�the�Development�
is�within�an�extensive�area�of�commercial�forestry,�established�after�1950.�The�
outer�edges�of�the�proposed�windfarm�are�located�on�rough�upland�heather�
moor.�
�
There�are�numerous�archaeological�features�surviving�within�the�site�
boundary,�many�of�which�are�Scheduled�Ancient�Monuments.�Most�of�these�
are�located�in�an�area�designated�as�an�Archaeologically�Sensitive�Area�by�
Dumfries�and�Galloway�Council�to�the�south�west�of�the�Development.�There�
are�cairns,�hut�circles�and�burnt�mounds�indicating�that�a�prehistoric�
landscape�has�been�preserved�due�to�the�lack�of�later�intensive�farming�on�the�
site.�Possible�medieval�and�later�activity�is�mainly�agricultural�and�domestic�
in�origin�in�the�form�of�farmsteads�and�field�systems�and�is�slow�to�change.��
�
The�area�has�not�been�subject�to�excessive�development�until�modern�
commercial�forestry�partially�covered�the�site�leading�to�good�preservation�of�
upstanding�archaeological�features.�The�preservation�of�any�unknown�below�
ground�archaeological�features�may�be�good�in�the�treeless�areas.�
Contrastingly�the�intrusive�nature�of�modern�commercial�forestry�means�that�
the�likelihood�of�previously�unknown�below�ground�archaeological�features�
being�preserved�is�slight�in�the�forested�areas.���
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Introduction�
�
Headland�Archaeology�Ltd�undertook�an�archaeological�desk�based�
assessment�of�the�proposed�Development�area�of�a�windfarm�at�Kilgallioch�on�
behalf�of�Arcus�Renewable�Energy�Consulting�for�Scottish�Power�Renewables.�
This�lies�partially�in�South�Ayrshire�Council�and�partially�in�Dumfries�and�
Galloway�Council.��
�
�
Site�description�
�
The�proposed�Development�covers�approximately�55km2�(centred�on�NX�2230�
7245)�to�the�south�west�of�Arecleoch�Forest,�approximately�11km�south�of�
Barrhill,�South�Ayrshire.�The�central�upland�area�of�the�Development�is�
located�in�a�modern�forestry�plantation�established�in�the�second�half�of�the�
20th�century.�The�outer�lower�lying�edges�of�the�site�are�located�in�rough�
heather�moorland.��
�
�
Methodology�
�
The�study�was�intended�to�provide�an�assessment�of�all�relevant�
archaeological�and�historical�records�within�the�proposed�Development�area�
and�a�study�area�based�on�a�radius�of�roughly�1km�from�the�site�boundary.�
Records�from�further�afield�were�also�studied�to�allow�for�any�significant�sites�
located�just�outside�the�1km�boundary.�The�objective�was�to�determine�the�
likely�presence�of�known�or�unknown�archaeological�sites�within�the�
Development�area.�It�was�designed�to�provide�a�summary�assessment�of�the�
implications�for�the�Development�site,�not�as�an�exhaustive�historical�
discussion.�
�
For�the�purposes�of�this�assessment�within�the�immediate�study�area�around�
the�development,�all�features�pre�dating�Ordnance�Survey�1st�edition�mapping�
were�considered�to�be�potentially�of�cultural�heritage�significance.��
�
The�following�sources�were�consulted:�

�� National�Monuments�Record�of�Scotland�(NMRS)�
�� Dumfries�and�Galloway�Sites�and�Monuments�Record�(SMR)�
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�� West�of�Scotland�Archaeology�Service�for�South�Ayrshire�(WoSAS)�
SMR�

�� Historic�Scotland�Schedule�of�Ancient�Monuments�and�List�of�Listed�
Buildings�

�� Vertical�air�photos�held�by�RCAHMS�
�� Maps�held�by�the�National�Library�of�Scotland�and�
�� Other�readily�accessible�published�sources�

�
The�information�was�collated�in�a�gazetteer,�cross�referenced�to�a�map�
showing�the�location�and�extent�of�all�features�for�an�initial�constraints�map�
(Fig�1).�It�is�assumed�that�the�information�from�these�sources�which�is�
presented�in�the�Gazetteer�is�correct.�
�
�
Results�
�
Numerous�sites�were�identified�across�the�development�area�and�adjacent�
1km�study�area.�The�following�is�a�summary�of�the�archaeological�evidence�
identified�during�the�desk�study,�a�gazetteer�of�all�identified�sites�is�
appended.�
�
Four�listed�buildings�exist�within�the�study�area,�but�outside�the�Development�
area.�Two�of�these�are�buildings;�Glenwhilly�farmhouse�(HA174)�(Category�
C(S))�and�Gatelawbridge�Old�Stable�House�(HA175)�(Category�B).�A�foot�
bridge�(HA171)�and�a�vehicle�bridge�(HA180)�are�also�listed�at�Marklach�and�
Dirniemow�respectively�(both�category�C(S)).�
�
There�are�numerous�Scheduled�Ancient�Monuments�within�the�proposed�
Development�area�and�further�examples�within�the�1km�study�area.�With�the�
exception�of�three�sites�these�are�all�located�within�an�Archaeologically�
Sensitive�Area�as�designated�by�Dumfries�and�Galloway�Council.�This�area�
contains�a�large�number�of�archaeological�monuments�of�various�dates�and�
types�many�of�which�are�scheduled.�
�
Outside�of�this�Archaeologically�Sensitive�Area�there�are�3�Scheduled�Ancient�
Monuments;�Laggangarn�stone�circle�(HA48)�a�prehistoric�monument�with�
two�Early�Christian�crosses�later�incised�upon�the�stones,�The�Wells�of�the�
Rees�(HA40)�a�church�of�probable�medieval�origin�and�Eldrig�Fell�(HA197)�a�
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large�cairn.�One�site,�Airyewn�farmstead�and�enclosure�(HA6),�is�designated�
as�certainly�of�national�importance�on�the�D&G�non�statutory�register.��
�
�
Prehistoric�
Prehistoric�monuments�within�the�study�area�consist�mainly�of�large�numbers�
of�cairns,�the�function�of�which�it�is�not�easily�determined�without�
archaeological�investigation.�The�smaller�cairns,�often�grouped�together,�are�
probably�of�agricultural�clearance�origin�while�the�larger�examples�may�well�
be�funerary�cairns.�Frequently�located�amongst�these�cairns�are�hut�circles,�the�
remnants�of�domestic�dwellings.��
�
Along�with�the�cairns�and�hut�circles�there�are�also�burnt�mounds�of�probable�
prehistoric�origin.�Other�prehistoric�monuments�are�two�standing�stones�that�
are�the�remnants�of�a�stone�circle�both�of�which�have�had�early�Christian�
crosses�later�inscribed�upon�them.�Finally�there�is�a�solitary�standing�stone�
and�two�cup�marked�boulders.�
�
Within�the�Archaeologically�Sensitive�Area�many�of�these�prehistoric�sites�are�
designated�as�Scheduled�Ancient�Monuments�
�
Medieval�and�Post�medieval�
There�are�no�sites�of�definite�medieval�origin�but�some�later�sites�may�have�
origins�in�the�medieval�era.�There�are�two�religious�sites;�Wells�of�the�Rees,�a�
church�with�associated�wells�and�Linns�Tomb�(HA�32)�a�covenanters�grave�
with�commemorative�stones.�
�
Other�than�these�sites�the�post�medieval�remains�are�agricultural�and�
domestic�in�nature�with�farmsteads,�often�with�associated�fields�and�
outbuildings,�forming�the�most�common�site�type.�Other�agricultural�sites�
noted�are�fields�and�field�systems,�sheepfolds�and�sheep�rees.�There�are�also�
several�shielings�present�on�the�higher�ground�along�with�buildings�of�
undetermined�character.�
�
Within�the�Archaeologically�Sensitive�Area�many�of�these�sites�are�Scheduled�
Ancient�Monuments.��
�
Cartographic�evidence�
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The�earliest�available�map�of�the�area�is�Gordon’s�1636�52�map.�This�shows�
the�hill�of�Craig�Airie�Fell�with�a�scatter�of�farmsteads�clustered�around.�The�
landscape�changes�little�during�subsequent�mapping�with�scattered�
farmsteads�situated�on�the�lower�ground�generally�close�to�the�rivers�running�
through�the�area.�The�Barrhill�road�to�the�west�of�the�Development�site�is�first�
shown�on�Moll’s�1745�mapping�of�the�area�and�the�railway�is�first�depicted�on�
the�Ordnance�Survey�1896�map�of�the�area.�
�
Of�the�farmsteads�shown�on�Gordon’s�map�only�Miltonise�appears�to�be�still�
inhabited�now.�Ainslie’s�map�of�1821�however�shows�all�of�the�earlier�
farmsteads�being�occupied.�
�
In�the�New�Statistical�Account�for�New�Luce�of�1834�45�Rev.�William�
McKergo�states:�“Farms�are�much�improved�in�the�last�30�years,�by�new�
houses,�marsh�dykes�and�fences�dividing�the�meadow�and�arable�lands�from�
the�moor�pasture.”�This�shows�the�division�that�exists�between�the�enclosed�
infield�and�the�moor�pastures.�
�
Discussion�
�
There�are�numerous�examples�of�prehistoric�sites�dating�to�the�Neolithic�and�
Bronze�Age�both�within�the�development�area�and�throughout�the�wider�
study�area.�The�majority�of�the�sites�are�cairns,�some�of�which�may�be�
funerary,�these�survive�throughout�the�study�area,�largely�untouched�by�later�
agriculture�and�development.�Direct�evidence�of�settlement�is�present�in�the�
form�of�numerous�hut�circles,�the�burnt�mounds�also�suggest�domestic�
activity.�Ritual�activity�is�represented�by�some�of�the�cairns,�the�standing�
stones�and�cup�marked�boulders.�This�suggests�that�a�complete�prehistoric�
landscape�has�been�preserved�rather�than�solely�ritual�sites�surviving�on�the�
higher�ground.��
��
The�Post�Medieval�period�is�represented�by�the�appearance�of�small�rural�
settlements�and�the�development�of�small�farmsteads�around�the�hill�of�Craig�
Airie�Fell�on�which�the�site�is�located.�Farmsteads,�field�systems�and�areas�of�
upstanding�cultivation�remains�suggests�that�certain�areas�were�exploited�for�
arable�farming�during�this�period,�whilst�the�more�inaccessible�areas�higher�
up�the�hill,�were�reserved�for�the�grazing�of�livestock.�This�pattern�of�activity�
seems�to�have�had�its�origins�in�the�Post�Medieval�period�and�to�have�



Headland�Archaeology�Ltd� � Desk�Based�Assessment�at�Kilgallioch�

remained�substantially�similar�throughout�the�ensuing�centuries,�with�farms�
being�improved�from�around�1800�onwards.�
�
The�immediate�landscape�of�the�site�was�only�dramatically�altered�with�the�
plantation�of�commercial�forestry�in�the�second�half�of�the�20th�century.�
�
�
Conclusions�
�
There�are�numerous�known�archaeological�sites�within�the�Development�area.�
All�of�these�sites�contain�upstanding�remains�that�are�visible�on�the�ground�
surface.�There�is�the�however�the�potential�for�additional�unknown�
archaeological�sites�to�be�present�across�the�Development�area.�
�
Outside�forested�areas�the�Development�area�has�seen�relatively�little�modern�
activity�that�is�likely�to�destroy�upstanding�archaeological�remains,�therefore�
it�is�to�be�expected�that�archaeological�sites�with�a�surface�expression�will�
have�been�identified.�Certain�types�of�archaeological�sites,�such�as�timber�
structures,�would�not�be�expected�to�present�surface�remains�but�to�survive�
purely�as�below�ground�archaeology.�
�
The�Development�area�is�either�located�in�dense�commercial�forestry�or�
upland�heather�moor.�The�potential�survival�of�any�unknown�below�ground�
archaeological�features�present�depends�upon�where�they�are�located.�In�
moorland�areas�the�lack�of�development�and�industrial�activity�mean�that�the�
potential�for�survival�is�high.�Conversely�the�intrusive�nature�of�commercial�
forestry�planting�and�maintenance�means�that�the�potential�for�survival�in�
forested�areas�is�low.�
�
It�is�recommended�that�at�least�a�50m�buffer�is�established�around�all�features�
of�cultural�heritage�identified�in�this�desk�assessment�in�order�to�avoid�
accidental�damage.�Furthermore�the�Archaeologically�Sensitive�Area�
identified�by�Dumfries�and�Galloway�Council�contains�a�large�number�of�
archaeological�remains�of�various�dates�and�types,�many�of�which�are�
Scheduled�Ancient�Monuments.�The�planning�policy�recommends�
safeguarding�the�character�and�archaeological�interest�of�this�area.�While�this�
area�has�large�numbers�of�archaeologically�sensitive�sites,�rather�than�
avoiding�them,�these�may�be�protected�by�suitable�mitigation.��This�may�be�
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through�the�relocation�and�micro�siting�of�elements�of�the�Development�with�
the�potential�to�impact�known�sites.��
�
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3310�3312�
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4310�4312�
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106G/SCOT/UK41� 3331�3342� 4/5/46� 1:9960�
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3211�3221�

4100�4110�

4169�4178�

4210�4220�

4248�

4/5/46� 1:10300�
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106G/SCOT/UK149� 3273�3284�

4273�4285�

4332�4343�

16/8/46� 1:10000�

541/A/525� 3004�3024�

3031�3042�

3093�3098�

4004�4023�

4031�4041�

4093�4098�

13/5/50� 1:9960�

�
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�
�
Gazetteer�of�Cultural�Heritage�Features�
�
The�following�presents�a�gazetteer�of�cultural�heritage�features�within�the�
windfarm�boundary�and�in�a�study�area�extending�1km�from�that�boundary.�
This�information�is�compiled�from:�National�Monuments�Record�of�Scotland�
(NMRS),�Dumfries�and�Galloway�sites�and�Monuments�Record�(SMR)�and�
West�of�Scotland�Archaeology�Service�SMR.��It�is�assumed�that�this�data�is�
correct.�
�
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