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FRiAR PARk RoAD, WeDneSbuRy

Archaeological evaluation

by Simon Mayes

Six evaluation trenches were excavated in a field adjacent to Central Scaffolding Services, Friar Park Road, Wednesbury. The 
site evaluation indicated that the area contains only post medieval activity in the form of modern service runs. The depth of topsoil/
overburden varied from approximately 0.5m in the western quarter to approximately 0.1m in the eastern vicinity of the site. The 
depth of overburden variation across the site was probably caused by levelling and stripping by the Severn Trent Water Authority in 
the 1980s, prior to dumping of landfill which was subsequently never undertaken. The removed topsoil may have been used to form 
the currently overgrown bund which runs along the southern boundary of the site.

intRoDuCtion1. 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on the 
land to the north of Friars Park Road, Wednesbury, 
birmingham, on the 31st of August 2010 (illus 1). the 
proposed development has the potential to affect remains 
of unknown archaeological significance as indicated 
by the brief (Sandwell Metropolitan borough Council 
document, ‘Archaeological evaluation of Land off 
Friar Park Road, Wednesbury’). in line with planning 
recommendations the Planning Authority advised that a 
programme of archaeological works would be required 
taking the form of an archaeological evaluation. A Written 
Scheme of investigation was drawn up in accordance with 
the requirements of the brief.

1.1 Site description

the site is located on the northern side of Friar Park 
Road, Wednesbury. the site is currently used for the 
grazing of livestock and consists of a grassed triangular 
area of land bounded by an over grown earthen mound on 
the southern side and a collection of small industrial units 
towards the western edge.

Site geology suggests that the underlying geology 
comprises of glacial boulder clay, comprising of 
heterogeneous pebbly clay, with lenses of sand and gravel in 
thicknesses of between 5 and 10m.

1.2 Archaeological background

there are a number of references to archaeological sites in 
vicinity of the development area, such as an alleged Friary 
attached to Sandwell Priory (SP09SW9) that once stood 
in what was called ‘Moat Meadow’ within a quarter of a 
mile of the present Friars Park Farm. Part of the moat was 

apparently still visible in the 19th century and according to 
Reeves (1836) the foundations of a chapel nearby are said 
to have been dug up in 1764.

the latter history of the site revealed by the ordnance 
Survey Series of maps indicates that in 1890 the site was 
open fields. the presence of an old shaft to the west of the 
site indicating that mining had previously taken place within 
the local vicinity. the major development of the water/
filtration beds is first recorded on the 1903–1904 1:2500 oS 
map, located towards the north of the evaluation site.

the 1938 map, shows that even though the site was still 
vacant, there had been considerable development towards the 
north, with the expansion of the railways yards and the land 
to the south had succumb to the expansion of residential 
development.

by 1963, further development through the expansion 
of the railway-shunting yard and the water works had 
taken place towards the northern boundary of the site. 
the 1987 oS map reveals little changed since 1963, apart 
from a further industrial unit being added to the already 
developed estate to the west side of the site. Around this 
time Severn trent Water Authority were issued a licence to 
deposits solid materials on the site, although this dumping 
was apparently never carried out. the development 
area remained open to the present day, within a rapidly 
developing urban conurbation.

obJeCtiVeS AnD StRAtegy2. 

the objective of the trial trench evaluation was to ascertain 
whether there were any archaeological constraints that 
may affect the proposed development; in particular, to 
determine the presence or absence of archaeological 
remains within the area and to ascertain their quality, 
nature, extent and character.

At a site meeting with the borough Archaeologist it was 
agreed to excavate 120 linear metres of trenching in the 
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available area within the field. the location of the trenching 
scheme is illustrated in illus 1. the evaluation was carried 
out on 31st August to 1st September 2010.

MetHoD3. 

3.1 Fieldwork

Six evaluation trenches were excavated. All trenches were 
set-out using the indicative site plan and positioned on 
site to avoid gas-monitoring boreholes, vents and tethered 
horses present on the site. the trenches were then located 
using a trimble Rtk gPS with sub centimetre accuracy. 
Survey recording of all trench locations was related to 
the ordnance Survey grid and sections were accurately 
related to ordnance Datum.

the ground works were conducted using a 13.5 tonne, 
360 degree tracked excavator, suitably equipped with a 2m 
toothless ditching bucket. All the trenches were excavated by 
machine under direct archaeological supervision removing 
topsoil and deposits of modern make-up through a series of 
controlled spits. the stratigraphic sequence was recorded in 
full in each of the trenches, even where no archaeological 
deposits were identified. the identified natural deposits 
were further excavated in series of small machine excavated 
sondages to confirm their nature.

3.2 Recording

All aspects of the recording and storage procedures was 
undertaken in accordance with the Sandwell Metropolitan 
borough Council brief and the Written Scheme of 
investigation (WSi). 

All recording followed ifA Standards and guidance. All 
contexts, small finds and environmental samples were given 
unique numbers. All recording was undertaken on pro forma 
record cards. 35mm colour transparencies and black-and-
white prints were taken with a graduated metric scale 
clearly visible. Digital photographs on a 7.2mp camera 
were taken for illustrative purposes only.

ReSuLtS4. 

Full trench descriptions are given in Appendix 1. no 
significant archaeological remains were encountered. 
overall, the site evaluation indicated that the area 
contains only post medieval activity in the form of 
modern field drains. the depth of topsoil/overburden 
varies from approximately 0.5m in the western quarter, 
where a buildup of modern overburden was evident, to 
approximately 0.1m in the eastern vicinity of the site, 
where it appeared to have been truncated by human 
action. natural deposits comprised sands and gravels as 
expected.

Illus 3
trench 1 facing south-east

Illus 4
trench 2 facing north
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DiSCuSSion5. 

the area encompassed by the evaluation trenches revealed 
that the site appears to have been stripped and levelled in 
the very recent past. no archaeological remains associated 
with a friary were observed within the evaluation trenches. 
An explanation for the change in topsoil depth and 
modern deposits across the site may be due to the licence 
granted in the 1980s for the dumping of waste material by 
Severn trent Water on the site. the area may have been 
stripped at this time and the spoil used to construct the 
earthen bund on the southern boundary of the site. the 
extent of the made up ground observed within trenches 1, 
2 & 3 could be related to the demolition and levelling of 
previous industrial units adjacent to the development area 
seen on the historic map regression.

given the results of the evaluation, there do not 
appear to be any heritage assets within the evaluated area. 
Development in this area would therefore not have an 
impact upon any archaeological remains. 

ReFeRenCeS6. 
Reeves, J., 1836, The History and Topography of West Bromwich and 

its vicinity.

Illus 5
trench 5 facing east
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APPenDiCeS7. 

Appendix 1 – Site Registers

Trench Register

No. Context Level top Level bottom Total depth Description

t1 1001 112.96m – 0.2m topsoil. A thin layer of turf and topsoil.

t1 1002 – – 0.2 – 0.5m Redeposited/made up ground. Dark grey brown silty clay firm 
and stiff with frequent inclusions of rubble and red brick.

t1 1003 – – Depth 
unknown

Field drain. Machine cut drain-cutting 1004, running diagonal 
across eastern end of trench.

t1 1004 – 111.86m > 1.1m natural. Containing gravel and sands grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 1.1m.

t2 2001 113.05m – 0.20 – 0.3m topsoil. A thin layer of turf and topsoil.

t2 2002 – – 0.40 – 0.5m Redeposited/made up ground. Dark grey brown silty clay firm 
and stiff with frequent inclusions of rubble and red brick.

t2 2003 – – Depth 
unknown

Field drain. Machine cut drain-cutting 2004, running diagonal 
across centre of trench. (same as 1004).

t2 2004 – 111.87m > 1.2m natural. Containing gravel and sands grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 1.2m.

t3 3001 113.11m – 0.20 – 0.3m topsoil. A thin layer of turf and topsoil.

t3 3002 – – 0.20 – 0m Redeposited/made up ground. Dark grey brown silty clay firm 
and stiff with frequent inclusions of rubble and red brick. the 
made ground can be seen to peater out in this along the length 
of this trench.

t3 3003 – – Depth-
unknown

Large modern drain cut with brown ceramic pipe and engine 
clinker back fill. 

t3 3004 – 112.08m 0.6 – 0.8m natural. Containing gravel and sands grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 1m.

t4 4001 113.79m – 0.10m topsoil. A  very thin layer of turf and topsoil.

t4 4002 – – 0.2 – 0m Redeposited/made up ground. Very thin layer of dark grey 
brown silty clay firm and stiff with frequent inclusions of rubble 
and red brick. this deposit is only visible in the southern end of 
the trench for approximately 2m only.

t4 4003 – 112.08m > 0.5m natural. Containing gravel and sands, grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 0.7m

t5 5001 113.83m – 0.2m topsoil. A very thin layer of turf and topsoil overlaying natural.

t5 5002 – – 0.3m Modern drain channel cut through 5001, containing black earth 
fill with post med pot and metal screw bottle cap.

t5 5003 – 113.58m >0.3m natural. Containing gravel and sands grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 0.3m.

t6 6001 113.76m – 0.1m –0.15m topsoil. A very thin layer of turf and topsoil.

t6 6002 – 113.19m > 0.6m natural. Containing gravel and sands grey and orange. excavated 
to a depth of 0.6m.
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Context register

Context No. Trench No. Description 

1001 1 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

1002 1 Made ground – Dark grey brown clay silt

1003 1 orange grey sandy gravel - natural

2001 2 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

2002 2 Made ground – Dark grey brown clay silt

2003 2 orange grey sandy gravel - natural

3001 3 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

3002 3 Made ground – Dark grey brown clay silt

3003 3 orange grey sandy gravel - natural

4001 4 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

4002 4 Made ground – Dark grey brown clay silt

4003 4 orange grey sandy gravel - natural

5001 5 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

5002 5 orange grey sandy gravel - natural

5003 5 Cut of linear in tr5 - modern

5004 5 Fill of linear in tr5 - modern

6001 6 top soil – Mid grey brown silt

6002 6 Made ground – Dark grey brown clay silt

Drawing Register

Drawing No. Scale Plan or Section Description

1 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 1

2 1:50 Section Sample section trench 1

3 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 2

4 1:50 Section Sample section trench 2

5 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 3

6 1:50 Section Sample section trench 3

7 1:50 Section Sample section trench 3

8 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 4

9 1:50 Section Sample section trench 4

10 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 5

11 1:50 Section Sample section trench 5

12 1:50 Plan Plan of trench 6

13 1:50 Section Sample section trench 6
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Photographic Register

Photo 
No.

BW Colour 
slide

Digital Direction 
Facing

Description

1 y y y S trench 1, section

2 y y y e trench 1, view of tr1

3 y y y e trench 1, view of tr1

4 y y y n trench 2, section

5 y y y n trench 2, view of tr2

6 y y y e trench 2, view of tr2

7 y y y e trench 3, section

8 y y y e trench 3, view of tr3

9 y y y S trench 3, view of tr3

10 y y y S trench 4, section

11 y y y S trench 4, view of tr4

12 y y y e trench 4, view of tr4

13 y y y S trench 5, section

14 y y y e trench 5, view of tr5

15 y y y e trench 5, view of tr5

16 y y y n trench 6, section

17 y y y n trench 6, section

18 y y y W trench 6, view of tr6

19 y y y W trench 6, view of tr6
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Appendix 2 – Sandwell MBC/SMR summary sheet

Summary sheet

Site name/address: Friar Park Road, Wednesbury

Bourough: Sandwell

NGR: 401210 295160

Type of work: evaluation

Date of work: 31st August 2010

Site director/group: Simon Mayes/Headland Archaeology (uk) Ltd

Site code: FPRS10

Location of finds/curating museum: to be deposited with the Community History and Archives Service, Smethwick Library

Further seasons anticipated?: no

Full title of report: Friar Park Road, Wednesbury: Archaeological evaluation

Periods represented: Post-medieval/modern

Summary of fieldwork results: Six evaluation trenches were excavated in a field adjacent to Central Scaffolding Services, Friar 
Park Road, Wednesbury. the site evaluation indicated that the area contains only post medieval 
activity in the form of modern service runs. the depth of topsoil/overburden varied from 
approximately 0.5m in the western quarter to approximately 0.1m in the eastern vicinity of 
the site. the depth of overburden variation across the site was probably caused by levelling and 
stripping by the Severn trent Water Authority in the 1980s, prior to dumping of landfill which 
was subsequently never undertaken. the removed topsoil may have been used to form the 
currently overgrown bund which runs along the southern boundary of the site.

Previous summaries/reports: none

Author of summary: Simon Mayes

Date of summary: october 2010
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Appendix 3 – Sandwell MBC Brief

























21

Friar Park Road, Wednesbury
FPRS10

Appendix 4 – Project Design
  

FRiAR PARk RoAD, SAnDWeLL

Project Design for Archaeological evaluation

Client: Central Homes (Midlands) Ltd 
August 2010

Mike kimber AifA
Headland Archaeology (uk) Ltd
unit 1 Premier business Park
Faraday Road
Hereford HR4 9nZ
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intRoDuCtion1. 

this document is submitted by Headland Archaeology 1. 

(uk) Ltd as the Project Design for a pre-determination 
evaluation on land at Friar Park Road, Sandwell. the 
land comprises an undeveloped triangular field (the 
east Field) and a small industrial estate to the west 
and has been the subject of a Sandwell Metropolitan 
borough Council Development brief (April 2008).

the borough Archaeologist has advised in line 2. 

with PPS5: Planning for the Historic Environment that 
any planning application should be accompanied 
by a description of the significance of any heritage 
assets affected by the proposed development, and an 
assessment of the impact of the proposal upon them. 
the borough Archaeologist has issued a brief for 
the required information, specifying an evaluation 
by trial trench of the development area. this Project 
Design is submitted for his approval on the basis 
that the proposed work will provide the required 
information.

the site is located on the northern side of Friar Park 3. 

Road (ngR 401280 295130) and comprises an eastern 
field (9,450 sq m) plus an industrial estate (16,850 sq 
m) on the western side of the site. 

Historical background from brief4. 

Additional background from geotech investigations5. 

SCHeDuLe2. 

it is intended to carry out the evaluation over 1 to 3 6. 

days (depending on discoveries), beginning on the 31st 
of August. the full report will be produced within 
four weeks of completion of fieldwork, an interim 
summary of findings will be sent to the borough 
Archaeologist within one week of completion of 
fieldwork.

PRoJeCt teAM3. 

the project will be managed for Headland 7. 

Archaeology by Mike kimber; the evaluation will 
be undertaken by Simon Mayes plus an assistant. 
the project team will familiarise themselves with the 
background to the site and will be aware of the project’s 
aims and methodologies.

Specialist artefact analyses will be managed by Julie 8. 

Franklin who is Headland’s Finds Manager. Julie 
will undertake finds assessment within her areas of 
competence (medieval and post-medieval metalwork, 
glassware, clay pipes, ceramic building material and 
other small finds) and assisted by Julie Lochrie (lithics). 

Medieval pottery assessment will be undertaken by 
kath Crooks, Roman pottery assessment will be 
undertaken by Jane timby. Further consultation will 
be sub-contracted to recognised period & regional 
specialists where appropriate.

environmental analysis will be managed by Dr Scott 9. 

timpany. Headland has in-house specialists who can 
undertake analysis of pollen, plant macrofossils, insect 
remains and thin sections. 

Headland Archaeology (uk) Ltd is a Registered 10. 

organisation and abides by the Codes of Conduct 
and Approved Practice and Standards of the institute 
for Archaeologists. the company has all the necessary 
technical and personnel resources for the satisfactory 
completion of the evaluation. 

inSuRAnCe4. 

Headland Archaeology (uk) Ltd is insured for 11. 

Public/Product Liability (£10M); employers Liability 
(£10M) and Professional indemnity (£5M). All 
necessary insurances can be presented on request.

HeALtH & SAFety5. 

All of Headland’s work is undertaken in accordance 12. 

with current H&S legislation. All of Headland’s H&S 
documentation is prepared by HSe Solutions Ltd. A 
risk assessment and method statement will prepared 
prior to attending site. A site-specific risk assessment 
will be completed on attendance on site. All staff will 
wear appropriate PPe and this will include high-
visibility clothing, hard hats and safety footwear. Site 
welfare facilities will be provided. 

ACCeSS & SeRViCeS6. 

A site visit was undertaken in August by Mike 13. 

kimber to position trenches around constraints on the 
ground in discussion with the client and the borough 
Archaeologist.

obJeCtiVeS AnD StRAtegy7. 

the objective of the evaluation is generally to determine 14. 

whether any archaeological remains are present within 
the area of the proposed development, characterize 
them by date, extent, preservation and significance, 
produce a report and deposit the archive with a local 
repository. 

More specifically the evaluation will attempt to locate 15. 

any evidence for the Friary and try and establish the 
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presence and nature of any burials that are reported to 
have been observed within the site previously.

MetHoD8. 

the evaluation will comprise a total of 120m of 16. 

trenches 1.8m wide (6 x 20m trenches). the southern 
boundary and south part of the western boundary are 
inaccessible due to the presence of heavy vegetation 
in these locations and therefore it has been agreed 
following a site visit with the Archaeological Advisor 
to the planning authority that these areas will not 
need to be trenched. the location of the trenches 
will also have to avoid five bore holes – which will 
be identified by the client for the project officer prior 
to the commencement of trenching. An indicative 
trench layout plan has been produced and is attached 
to this proposal.

excavation will be undertaken by mechanical 17. 

excavator equipped with a flat-bladed bucket where 
possible, although hard surfaces and highly compacted 
deposits are likely to require the use of a concrete 
breaker and toothed bucket in order to remove them.

All mechanical excavation will take place under direct 18. 

archaeological supervision with a ratio of 1 archaeologist 
per machine working. Mechanical excavation will 
cease at the first significant archaeological horizon or 
undisturbed natural deposits, whichever is reached 
first. excavation and recording will then proceed by 
hand. excavation will be sufficient to characterize 
deposits and features and will typically comprise 50% 
excavation of discrete features and 25% excavation of 
linear features. Complex features that are not suited 
to investigation in narrow trenches will be recorded 
in plan only. Stratified deposits will be investigated by 
means of hand-dug slots.

Due to Health and Safety considerations, Headland 19. 

Archaeology (uk) Ltd staff will not enter unsupported 
excavations deeper than 1.2m below existing ground 
level (or excavations shallower than this should they 
be deemed unsafe). Should archaeological deposits 
extend to a depth in excess of 1.2m below the existing 
ground surface and access be required to investigate 
and record archaeological remains; shoring or 
battering the trench edges will be considered.

ReCoRDing 9. 

All recording will follow ifA Standards and guidance. 20. 

All contexts, small finds and environmental samples 
will be given unique numbers. All recording will be 
undertaken on pro forma record cards. in the event that 
stratified deposits are encountered, a ‘Harris’ matrix 
will be compiled. 35mm colour transparencies and 

black-and-white prints will be taken; a graduated 
metric scale will be clearly visible. Digital photographs 
on a 7.2mp camera will be taken for illustrative 
purposes but will not form part of the site archive.

Plans of the evaluation trenches will be drawn on pro-21. 

forma record sheets at 1:50, with individual features 
planned at 1:20, sections drawn at 1:10. At least one 
long section of each trench will be recorded.

An overall site plan will be provided by the client 22. 

and trench locations will be illustrated on this plan. 
the site plan will be accurately linked to the national 
grid. 

SAMPLeS AnD ARteFACtS10. 

Finds will be hand collected from archaeological 23. 

contexts; samples will be taken to allow for the 
recovery of small objects. Finds will be routinely 
recorded by context and recorded 3-dimensionally 
where appropriate (ie. where their position within a 
context can provide further significant information 
or the find is of particular significance). Any artefacts 
retrieved during the evaluation will be cleaned using 
appropriate techniques and packaged and stored in 
accordance with First Aid for Finds (Watkinson & neal 
1998). All artefacts recovered during the evaluation 
will be cleaned, marked and catalogued. Headland’s 
in-house finds specialists will be available to provide 
advice remotely or on site if necessary. Conservation 
will be undertaken by Cardiff university.

the terms of the treasure Act 1996 will be followed 24. 

with regards to any finds which might fall within 
its scope. Any finds will be removed to a safe place 
and reported to the local coroner as required by the 
procedures laid down in the “Code of Practice”. Where 
removal cannot be effected on the same working day 
as the discovery, suitable security measures will be 
taken to protect the finds from theft. the find will 
also be reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme 
Finds Liaison officer at birmingham Museum and Art 
gallery (tom brindle tom_brindle@birmingham.
gov.uk tel 0121 303 4636).

Deposits identified as archaeologically significant (25. e.g. 
fills from negative features such as pits and postholes) 
will be sampled for environmental material and other 
finds (e.g. bone, pottery etc.). bulk samples will be 
taken from deposits for wet sieving and flotation in 
order to recover any environmental material. A bulk 
sample ranges from 40 to 60 litres; however, where 
large deposits are encountered more than one bulk 
sample may be taken. Similarly, small deposits such as 
the fill of postholes may contain less than 10 litres of 
sediment and will be fully sampled. the number of 
samples (if any) to be processed and assessed following 
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fieldwork will be agreed with the Curator and 
instructed by the client.

Where waterlogged deposits are encountered (such as 26. 

peat) appropriate sampling techniques will be employed 
so as to maximise the environmental information 
gained from such deposits. this may include the taking 
of monolith or core samples for pollen and non-pollen 
palynomorphs (e.g. testates and fungal spores) and large 
specialist samples for plant macrofossil, wood (including 
waterlogged wood) and insect analyses.

MonitoRing11. 

Access to the site will be afforded to representatives 27. 

of Sandwell MbC Historic environment team for 
monitoring purposes.

RePoRting AnD ARCHiVe12. 

All aspects of reporting and archive will be undertaken 28. 

in accordance with guidelines published by the ifA 
on behalf of the Archaeological Archives Forum ( July 
2007). the the scope of any specialist assessments 
agreed with the Curator and instructed by the Client. 
A draft report will be provided within four weeks of 
the completion of fieldwork.

Final report contents and format will be in line 29. 

with Sandwell MbC Historic environment team 
requirements and the report contents will be in line 
with those outlined in the ifA Standards and guidance 
for Archaeological evaluation. Copies of the report 
will be sent to the client for onward transmission to the 
local planning authority; copies (paper & electronic) 
will also be submitted to the borough Archaeologist. 
All reports will be submitted within two months of 
the completion of fieldwork. 

the finds and archive will be deposited with the 30. 

local Museum in line with its deposition guidelines. 
Deposition will be undertaken within one year of the 
completion of fieldwork. 

A summary publication note will be submitted to CbA 31. 

West Midlands, Med Arch roundup & Post-medieval 
archaeology publication notes within one year of the 
completion of fieldwork. if further publication of the 
results of the evaluation is required then a specification 
will be agreed with the borough Archaeologist and 
costs will be provided for agreement by the client.

HuMAn ReMAinS13. 

All finds of human remains will be reported to the 32. 

client, the coroner and the borough Archaeologist. 

no human remains will be excavated under this 
contract. if human remains are to be excavated during 
subsequent work, a license will be gained from the 
Ministry of Justice in accordance with Section 25 of 
the 1857 burial Act. All excavation and treatment 
of cremated and inhumed human remains will be 
undertaken in cognizance of ifA technical Paper 
number 13 (brickley & Mckinley & 2004) and 
relevant english Heritage guidelines (2005).

CoPyRigHt14. 

Copyright will be retained by Headland Archaeology 33. 

(uk) Ltd. Headland will licence the client, Sandwell 
MbC Historic environment team and other bodies as 
necessary for use in matters relating to the project and 
for use of the project archive by the relevant museum. 
this licence will also extend to non-commercial use 
by Sandwell MbC Historic environment team.

PubLiCity15. 

beattie Communications Ltd (01324 602 550) deal 34. 

with PR and media relations on behalf of Headland 
Archaeology (uk) Ltd. no press releases or publicity 
material will be issued without prior approval of the 
client. Sandwell MbC Historic environment team 
will be offered the opportunity to be acknowledged 
in any press release etc.
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