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PROJECT SUMMARY

A programme of historic building recording was undertaken
at 16-18 High Town Hereford. This was in response to a fire
that took place on the site in October 2010 and the resulting
planning application to develop the land. The structure
originated as two 16th century timber framed buildings that
have been through multiple uses, including as a public house,
before becoming retail units in the 19th century. The later
stages of the 19th century and majority of the 20th century
saw rapid and extreme changes to the construction and layout
of the buildings with most of the original structure lost. A Level
3 survey was undertaken for the historic core of the building
and a Level 2 survey for the outbuilding and other more recent
additions. The survey enabled a greater understanding of the
development of the site, despite damage caused by the fire
and considerable alterations made to the buildings.
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16-18 HIGH TOWN AND 12
FEAST STREET, HEREFORD, FIRE
DAMAGED BUILDINGS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING INVESTIGATION AND RECORDING

1 INTRODUCTION (ILLUS 1)

A historic building record was undertaken by staff of Headland
Archaeology between 2nd August and 22nd August 2017 The
works undertaken were at 16-18 High Town, Hereford, Herefordshire.
Listed Building Consent has been granted for the development
(Ref 161546), on condition that a scheme of recording to Level 3,
as defined by Historic England (Historic England 2016) has been
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority (LPA).

2  SITE DESCRIPTION (ILLUS 1)

The Grade Il listed buildings, located at High Town, comprised
buildings with 16th century origins exhibiting multiple phases of
later alterations:

The earliest elements of the first building (Building A; 18 High Town),
occupying the western side of the site were represented by a 16th
century, or earlier, rear wing with a mid-19th century ornate frontage.
The Listing entry (1196842) summarises that ‘The 19th century roof
incorporated re-used timbers from the 16th century building. The ground
floor retained original richly moulded bridging beams and ceiling frame.
Whilst the Ist floor retained full studded ceiling frame and original plaster,
fragmentary paintings to side frame timbers and infill panels’.

The exterior of Building B (representing 16-17 High Town), to the
immediate north of the Booth Hall, was described as an 18th Century
frontage with later alterations. The Listing entry (1297445) described
the interior as having ‘15th Century timber-framing at Ist-floor level
to the front of the building. The original C15 ceiling frame and plaster is
substantially intact but has been overlaid by C17 plasterwork’.

A further structure (Building C), located to the rear of the main
buildings, described as a wash-house, is intended to be incorporated
into the redevelopment of the site.

Building D forms a 20th Century extension to the rear of Building A,
constructed following the demolition of the original timber framed
building which stood on the site.

A catastrophic fire in October 2010 resulted in the extensive damage
to the properties, particularly to Building B. Due to the damage
caused by the fire and the subsequent exposure of the structure to
the elements, it was not possible to fully record all elements of the
buildings, as access was limited for safety reasons.

Listed Building consent (Ref 161546) has been granted for alteration
and extension works associated with the planning application.

2.1 RESEARCH AIMS

The recording was carried out in accordance with a WSI (Bain 2017).
The aims of the archaeological building investigation and recording
were:

» to understand and document the form and survival of the
historic core of the structures;

» to understand and document evidence for the use and
development of the building over time;

»  to provide an objective documentary record of the building;

»  to produce a Historic England Level 3 record of 16-18 High Town;

1
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»  to produce a Historic England Level 2 record of the Wash House;

» to disseminate the results of the investigation and recording
though deposition of an ordered archive, detailed report and
digital data with Hereford Museum; and

» to disseminate the result of the investigation and recording
through deposition of digital data and a detailed report with
Herefordshire HER.

3 METHOD

3.1 DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH

Documentary research included obtaining copies of:
»  historic maps, and

» aerial photos.

3.2 HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING

The historic core of 16-18 High Town was recorded to a standard
commensurate with Historic England Level 3 (Historic England 2016).
This included a descriptive record with annotation of existing scaled
plans and general internal and external photography as well as an
analysis of the history and development of the building that was
gleaned from evidence within its fabric (Historic England 2016). The
investigation comprised:

»  General external and internal photographs including roof spaces
where accessible of the main building in colour digital format;

»  Details of any architectural or functional fixtures, fittings and
features relating either to the function or development of the
building;

» A descriptive written record of these structures; and

» Annotated plans and elevations showing detail relevant to the
interpretation of the main building and any phasing.

Drawn records were produced by annotation of existing architect’s
plans and elevations supplemented by measurements taken in the
field. Existing drawings were checked for accuracy. Locations of
photos were plotted on plans of each floor.

Photogrammetric recording of the surviving medieval ceiling was
attempted but was not wholly successful.

Where phasing occurs within the structures, this has been recorded
and illustrated on the final plans and compared with the results of
the documentary research.

The later extension to the building was the subject of a photographic
record. The structure was photographed in its context with
representative photographs also being taken of the exterior and

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY (UK) LTD

interior. This final report includes site and building layout plans
which act as the index for the photographs accompanied by a
written account of the survey results and selected photographs in
the gazetteer.

The site archive will be deposited with Hereford Museum. The digital
photographs will be deposited with the ADS and accessible as a
compliment to the report.

4  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
AND EVIDENCE FORTHE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUILDING

The earliest building on the site is the Booth Hall, discovered in
1919 when a chimney-stack fell, exposing part of the medieval roof
(Watkins 1934). In the 16th century, the building was being used,
at least in part, for trading by the Mercer’s Guild (Shoesmith and
Crosskey 1994).

To the west of the Booth Hall, and separated by a courtyard, was
another timber-framed building (Building A) constructed either in
the late 15th or in the very early 16th century. The building was a
tavern called the Old Blue Boar (formerly Blue Boar) for a large part
of the 18th century as noted in an advertisement in 1727 and a deed
towards the end of that century. By 1803 the rear part of the building
had been divided into two tenements with the front part being
shops facing onto High Town (Shoesmith 1994).

In 1869 Augustus Edwards, a draper bought the shop facing High
Town (Building A), by this point named Alban House, expanded it
into the adjoining property in front of the Booth Hall (Building B) to
Create a ladies’ emporium.

Alfred Watkins recorded the partial destruction of the rear 16th
century Building A in 1934 (Watkins 1934) to make way for a new
extension (Building D). Watkins describes a basement underneath
the northern part of the building, but its precise location is not
known.

There is little written record for Building B and due to the extensive
fire damage, any close inspection of the building was not possible.
What is known with the available resources is that the frontage
was proposed in 1783 as a three rather than four story structure
(Morris 2011). It is currently not possible to decipher whether the
additional fourth story, present up until the advent of the fire, was
an amendment to this proposal construction or was a later addition.

5 HISTORIC BUILDING RECORD

Detailed photographs and photographic plans of the accessible
parts of the site (both the historic core and the later extensions and
outbuildings) are included as a gazetteer to this report. A total of
four structures (Buildings A-D) were defined, resulting from four
identifiable phases of development (lllus 1 and 2 a-d)
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51 BUILDING A (18 HIGH TOWN) ILLUS
1,2A-D, 3A-C, 4-10

Building A was located to the north-west corner of the site. It
comprises the building known as ‘Alban House’, with the exception
of the modern extension on its south side. Although less affected
by fire damage than other parts of the site, this building was largely
water damaged during the fighting of the fire and has subsequently
been damaged by exposure to the elements. The building measured
17.5m north/south and 10.5m east/west.

The frontage of the building was an ornate neo-classical facade
with large pilasters and entablature, upon which was a balustrated
parapet which displayed the name ‘Alban House'. It contained six
windows, three large ornate sash windows on the first floor, and
three smaller, less ornate sash windows on the second floor. This
frontage appeared to date to the 19th century.

Little of the roof of this building was present at the time of recording,
but towards the front, it was previously recorded as a double pile
‘M-shaped' roof, covered with slate. This was not present at the time
of recording. Towards to back of the building, over Room 14, was
what remained of the roof in this area. This was covered and access
to its underside was limited, but some record of it could be made.
The gable ends of this roof were on the north and south sides. The
roof was supported by one timber truss between the two gables,
with one purlin on the east side, and two on the west.

The roof in the south-east of the building, over Room 15, was clearly
of a 20th century date, being a flat felted roof with a modern skylight.
(llus 3a).

The cellar of this building, Room 1, would appear to have been
constructed during the 19th century redevelopment of this building.
In the north-west corner, on the western wall, could be seen the
base of a chimney breast, constructed from brick and stone. An arch,
blocked with stone, was present in the front of this chimney breast.
The stone walls either side of this chimney breast appear to have
been constructed later, possible at the time the arch was blocked
and run flush with the front of the chimney breast. The north, east
and west wall seem to all be of a similar construction of stone,
probably later 19th century.

Three brick arches running along the eastern wall appear to have
been constructed in order to support a passage between Building
A and B (lllus 3b). The southern stone wall of the cellar appeared
to be of a later construction, possibly 20th century and may block
off further cellar space to the south, although there are no means
of access though this wall. A blocked stairwell to the surface in the
south-east corner, as well as access through to the cellars of building
B, are also probably 20th century in date.

Room 6 comprises the entirety of the ground floor of Building A.
This space appears to have been opened out in the 20th century in
order to fully utilise the space for retail purposes. However, this area
incorporates several different phases construction of the building.

In the south west corner of this room were the remnants of a former
timber frame building (Illus 4-6 and lllus 10). The southern end of the

4

western wall of this room appeared to have previously been part of
this building, where two bays were still present. In the southern bay,
much of this wall appeared to have been altered and rebuilt with
brick at a later date. The timber wall frame was more intact in the
northern bay and was divided into nine panels. The top six panels of
this frame were filled with wattle and daub, whereas the three at the
base were filled in with brick.

The ceiling in this part of the room also appeared to be part of this
previous timber framed building. It took the form of a decorative
coffered ceiling which was split into quadrants by the use of
decorative moulded timbers. Inside these quandrants were four
smaller moulded timbers, which crossed to form nine squares
in each quadrant. These squares were filled with lath and plaster
and painted white. This ceiling was not present in the north-west
quandrant, however, a decoratively carved beam was present in the
south of this quadrant (lllus 6).

The northern part of the west wall of this room, built of brick,
appeared to have been constructed during 19th century renovations
of the building. Towards the northern end of this wall could be seen
the remains of a chimney breast and fireplace. The chimney breast
itself had been removed, leaving a facing of broken bricks which was
flush with the rest of the wall. The flue and what remained of the
back of the fireplace had not been blocked and was left open. This
chimney breast aligned with the one observed in the cellar of this
building.

Three reused timbers were present in the ceiling of this room and
were likely put in during the 20th century renovations (lllus 7). The
beams all appear to have been reused at least once before, probably
during the 19th century rebuild of the front of this building. Although
the provenance of these timbers is uncertain, it seems likely that
they were sourced from the demolished timber building to the
south. The two most northerly timbers appear to be of the same
design as the timbers in the ceiling at the south of the room, possibly
indicating they are from parts of this ceiling when the southern end
of it was demolished.

The north and east walls of this room, as well as the staircase in the
south-east corner, appeared to have been constructed in the 20th
century, in order to fully utilise the space as a retail premises.

The first floor of Building A can be separated into three distinct area.
Room 14 was located directly above the timber ceiling in the south-
west corner of Room 6 and was separated from the rest of the floor
by modern studding on its north and east side.

The western wall of this room appeared to be two bays of timber
frame construction, with jowled bay posts. Each bay was split into
six panels, all of which were filled with wattle and daub, which was
painted white. In the more northerly of the two bays, the panels
appeared to line up with those observed on the ground floor. The
upper corner panels of this bay also contain diagonal braces from
the bay posts to the wall plate (Illus 8-10).

The southern wall of this room was constructed of brick, and covered
with plaster and decorative wallpaper. This wall appeared to be of a
20th century date.
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ILLUS 4 Timber framing in south-west of room 6, southern end

western section of timber ceiling in room 6

Room 13 was located to the north side of the first floor of the
building. This room appeared to be a single open space, although
this may have been opened up in the 20th century to accommodate
the commercial needs of the building. The south of this room leads
directly into Rooms 14 and 15, being open into Room 15 and only
modern studding delineating Room 14.

The eastern and northern wall of this room appeared to both date
to the 19th century refurbishment of the building. These appeared
to be constructed of brick, although not much of the construction
fabric was visible. For the most part, they were covered with lath
and plaster, which was decorated with wallpaper. Present to the
north of the western wall was the chimney breast noted at the lower

ILLUS 5 Timber framing in south-west of room 6, northem end
ILLUS 7 View of reused timbers in ceiling, in northern end of room 6

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY (UK) LTD

ILLUS 6 Detail view of south-
ILLUS 8 Timber framing in south-west of room 14,

southernend  ILLUS 9 Timber framing in south-west of room 14, southern end

levels of this building. This was covered by the wallpapered lath and
plaster that was present on the rest of the walls, meaning that no
observations regarding former fireplaces could be made.

The western wall appeared to be of 20th century origin, with
apparent openings into Building B, probably associated with the use
as a commercial premises.

The ceiling of this room appears to largely be of a 19th century date,
relating to the renovations of the building at this time. This ceiling
appears to incorporate many re-used timbers. Although the origin
of these is unclear, it is likely that most, if not all, were sourced from
the former timber building to the south. The RSJs present in the

17
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ceiling appears to have been added in the 20th century when the
room was opened up for retail purposes.

Room 15 was a small room at the top of a staircase from the ground
floor. This seemed to be of a 20th century date, associated with the
retail usage of the building. This room was of little historical interest.

The space above Room 13 was sub-divided into seven separate
rooms with a corridor between. These are referred to as rooms 19
to 26. There was no access to these rooms at the time of recording,
but they were visible from the scaffolding on the north side of the
building. The dividing walls for these rooms were not present on
the eastern side of this floor, but could be seen from the layout of
the floor.

There were no surviving walls on the eastern or southern side of this
floor. The northern and western walls on this floor were built of brick
and appear to be 19th century in date and covered with painted
plaster. The chimney breast noted on the lower floors in the north-
west corner was also present on this floor, in Room 19. On this floor, it
contained an extant fireplace, with iron elements still in situ. As with
the rest of the wall, the brickwork of chimney breast was covered
with painted plaster. This chimney breast continues up as a narrower
chimney stack above this floor.

The north/south dividing wall, between Rooms 19 and 23, and
also 21 and 25, was constructed of brick, incorporating some small
timbers into its build. This was covered in plaster and wallpaper on
its western face, although these were missing in many places, and
painted plaster on its eastern face. There was also a small window
present, between Rooms 21 and 25. Dividing walls to the west of this
wall appeared to be constructed of wooden studding, with plaster
and lath, which was then painted.

Two heavily damaged timber roof beams were present in the south-
west corner of this level, both appeared to have been re-used from
an earlier building.

5.2 BUILDING B (16 AND 17 HIGH
TOWN) (ILLUS 1, 2A-D, 3A-C AND
11-13)

Building B was the building which was worst affected by the fire in
2010. As a result of this, large portions of its upper floors, particularly
to the north, along with most of its northern frontage, were no
longer present. Until the fire, the ground floor and most of the first
floor of the building was commercial premises, with associated
offices and storage area on its upper floors. The building measured
17m north/south by 7.5m east/west and was located to the north-
east of the site.

Few external features of this building were present at the time of
recording. The frontage of this building was previously recorded as a
late-Georgian painted brick facade, with four bays and four storeys.
Most of this appears to have been destroyed by the fire. Only the
ground floor of the facade survives, and this seems to have been
largely altered in the 20th century to accommodate the needs of a
modern retail premises.
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The only surviving roof of this building is to the rear, above Room
27. This roof was of a timber construction using king post trusses
(Illus 3¢). The covering of this roof had been destroyed or more likely
removed after the fire, but several angle ridge roof tiles were still
present on the apex of the roof. It seems likely that this roof dates to
the 19th century.

It is difficult to give an accurate date for the cellar in this building. The
earliest features seem to date to the 19th century. A brick built chimney
breast, present in the south wall of Room 5, could be seen continuing
onthe upperfloors and is thought to be related to the late 18th century
or 19th century renovation of this building. There was a blocked brick
arch in this breast. This feature likely formed the supporting structure
for the chimney above, rather than being a fireplace. Brickwork
between Rooms 4 and 5 also appeared to be of a similar date. Parts
of a brick arch noted towards the base of this brickwork served an
unknown purpose. There has been much alteration to its layout in
the 20th century, probably due to the installation of various services,
such as boilers, into the building. Such alterations were the cause of
divisions between Rooms 2,3 and 4.

Much of the ground floor of this building, Room 7, was associated
with its use in the 20th century as commercial premises (lllus 11).
The north wall and much of the eastern wall, along with the entirety
of the western wall, which was shared with Building A, appeared
to have been constructed at this time. These were constructed of
breeze blocks. The south wall of this room, along with the lower
parts of the southern half of the eastern wall, appeared to be of an
earlier brick construction. Much of the brickwork on the southern
wall was plastered over. A former chimney breast extended out
from near the centre of the southern wall, which appeared to be
supported by the structure noted in the basement. Although mostly
plastered over, the brickwork that was visible seemed to suggest a
fireplace was present here, that had been blocked with bricks. The
brick built parts of this room were possibly associated with the re-
modelling of the frontage in the 18th century, or are more probably
associated with 19th century re-modelling.

Much of the first floor, particularly to the north, was lost during
the fire. Room 16, on the north side of the first floor, was almost
completely destroyed in the fire. Parts of a timber frame structure
survived in this room. Three timbers in the western wall, in the
north-west corner of the room, appeared to be remnants of timber
framing, although these were difficult to see at the time of recording.
There also appeared to be elements of timber framing in the south
wall of this room, which is shared with Room 17. There were also
parts of a badly fire damaged timber framing on the eastern side of
the room, immediately north of the lightwell.

The lightwell itself was separated from Room 16 by brick built walls,
which extend into Room 17. The wall on the east side of the lightwell
contained three small windows, all of which had been blocked by
breeze blocks. There was a single window in the north wall of the
lightwell.

The only other surviving parts of Room 16 were parts of 20th century
walling on the west wall, shared with Room 13 in Building A. Access
points through this wall, leading through to Building A, were likely to
be a 20th century addition.
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The earliest elements of Room 17, located to the south of the first
floor of Building B, appeared to be upright timbers in the north-west
corner of the room. These formed part of the northern wall of this
room, which was shared by Room 16, and was heavily damaged by
the fire. The remaining walls in this room appeared mostly to be
formed of one phase of brick construction.

The chimney breast observed in Room 7 continued up and was
present in the south wall of Room 17.In this chimney breast, roughly
0.50m above the current floor level could be seen the arched top of
a fireplace (lllus 12), with a flue on its western side. This fireplace and
flue were blocked by brick. It is unclear why the flue was visible, but
perhaps this change in brickwork was from an alteration or repair
to the flue, rather than a blocking of it. From the positioning of this
fireplace, it could be seen that the floor level of this building had
been raised significantly. It seems likely that this change in floor level
probably occurred in the 20th century, resulting from refurbishment
of the building for retail use.

Near the centre of the south wall of this room, there appeared to be
an irregular coursing in the brickwork which seemed to be where a
now demolished north/south partition wall was located attached
to the southern wall. Notably, a room formed on the western side
of this wall would have the aforementioned fireplace in the centre
of its southern wall.

On the eastern wall of this room, towards the south-eastern corner
were two windows. These were both roughly 1.50m wide and both
blocked by brickwork. The north-west corner of the northern wall
of the room also appeared to be of the same brick construction
and featured one window into the lightwell above the Booth Hall
Passage.

The western wall of this room had a large opening leading through
to Room 15, which was of later date, and therefore this opening was
presumably put in later. Additionally, the part of the western wall
present in the south western corner of the room appeared to have
been rebuilt at a much later date, incorporating breeze blocks into
the fabric of the wall, suggesting that this section was rebuilt when
the opening was created.

There were several studded partition walls present within this room,
albeit partly damaged by the fire. These would appear to be 20th
century additions to the room, along with the two toilets in the
south-east corner of the room.

Room 27, directly above Room 17, was inaccessible during recording
due to safety concerns. However, parts of it were visible from various
areas of the site, allowing for some recording.

The north side of this room seemed to demarcated by an older
timber roof truss. At the time of recording this was covered, and
coupled with the limited access to Room 27, was difficult to observe.
It seems likely, however, that this truss was associated with the
fragments of timber framing observed in Room 16/17. It could not
be determined how this truss was incorporated into the more recent
fabric of the building, but it is possible it was part of a dividing wall
(llus 13).

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY (UK) LTD

The walls on the east, south and west side appear to be of the same
brick construction of those below them in Room 17. In this room,
the western wall appeared to be complete, the opening in it only
being present on the floor below. The chimney breast was present
in the south wall, although here it appeared to be plastered and
painted. A fireplace survived here, including pieces of an iron fire
grate. The chimney stack associated with this chimney breast had
been removed at some point prior to recording.

Internal partitions in this room were heavily damaged but seem to
be later additions, probably 20th century, similar to those on the
floor below. Although it was not fully visible at the time of recording,
one of these partitions, running east-west in the eastern half of
the room, appeared to be constructed using lath, and may be of a
slightly earlier date.

5.3 BUILDING C (ILLUS 1,2B-C,3B AND
14-16)

Building C was located to the south-west of Building A, and
immediately west of Building D. It comprised a two-storey brick built
building with a brick built lean-to covered yard on its southern side
(llus 14). No documentary evidence for this building was available
but it appears to have previously been a wash house. It is clearly
visible on an 1856 map of the area but an earlier map, from 1757,
also seems to indicate the presence of a structure at this location.
However, there is insufficient detail on this map to identify it as the
same building. The building appeared to have had no other purpose
since being a wash house and still retained original features. The
building measured 7m north/south and 6.5m east/west.

The building and covered yard appear to be the same phase
of construction. The yard appeared to have been covered, as
evidenced by timber roof trusses, although no part of the actual
roofing remained. The roof of the building is built of slate, with gable
ends at the east and west. A chimney stack was present to the south-
east corner. The upper part of this stack appeared to be of a later
construction, possible as a repair or just an extension upwards.

The yard was separated into two different areas by a north/south
brick and timber partition, with glass windows in the roof trusses.
Hinges on some of the wooden framing indicated that this partition
would have originally held a door between the two areas. Both sides
had a brick floor, which appeared to be slightly raised in the western
area. There were fixtures on the eastern side in the south west corner
which appeared to be for a sink and drain and another fixture in the
north-east which represent a ‘copper’, with intact basin; a built-in
fixture for the boiling of water (lllus 15). The yard was accessed from
the outside by a doorway in the western corner of the southern wall.

Only one internal room, on the eastern side of the ground floor, was
accessible during this stage of works. This room contained a door in
the western corner of the southern wall, leading into the outside yard
area. The north wall contained another door in the eastern corner,
along with a sash window to its west, both of which were blocked by
a brick wall built against the north side of the building. The southern
wall contained a fire place and range, which corresponds with the
external chimney. A series of iron hooks, running around the west,
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ILLUS 11 General view of room 7, facing south  ILLUS 12 View of blocked fireplace,
south wall of room 17
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ILLUS 14 General view of Building C exterior, looking north

north and east edges of the ceiling, appeared to have served a
purpose of hanging laundry to dry (lllus 16).

54 BUILDING D (ILLUS 1,2B-C AND 17)

Building D was a single storey extension on the south side of Building
A. It measured 20m north/south and 9m east/west. The building was
of modern brick construction with and external cement rendering,
which was painted grey. One large window was present in the south
elevation, which was blocked with breeze blocks, flanked by two
narrower windows, which were blocked with bricks. The external
render covered all of these blocked windows. There was a single
door in the eastern elevation of the building, approximately 9m

ILLUS 15 View of copper in Building C

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY (UK) LTD

ILLUS 16 View of interior of room 10, looking south-west

from the south-east corner, and the building was open on the north
side, leading straight into Building A. The building had a flat roof,
supported internally by RSJs and timber beams, which had a low
parapet wall running along the western edge, and also along most
of the southern edge.

Internally the building showed some evidence of dividing walls,
particularly around the eastern doorway. However, no such walls
survived and so the nature and layout of them were not possible
to determine. The building contained a concrete floor, which was
painted grey. The south and west walls were painted white over
the brickwork, whereas the eastern wall was finished with modern,
decoratively painted plaster (llus 17).
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ILLUS 17 General view of building D interior, looking south

6  ANALYSIS (ILLUS 3A-C AND
18A-E)

Thephasedivisionsused belowhave beendeterminedbythe physical
and documentary evidence. Of the four buildings detailed above,
the oldest part of the surviving structures is the timber framing at the
southernend of Buildings Aand Bwhich are 16th century and possibly
associated with the Mercers Guild and Booth Hall. The destroyed
frontage of Building B is 18th century. The frontage of Building A and
internal layout of Buildings A and B appear to relate to the use of the
buildings as retail space in the 19th century. Building C is also 19th
century and likely related to surrounding dwellings of the period.
Building D relates to the most recent addition to the building
complex as expanded retail space.

6.1 PHASE 1 -16TH CENTURY TIMBER

STRUCTURES

Elements at the rear of Buildings A are the only substantial remains
of the timber framed buildings from this phase. On the ground floor,
only two timber framed bays were still present on the western wall,
in the majority of which the original wattle and daub had been

26

replaced with brick nogging at a later date. These bays were in line
with a decorative coffered ceiling which was split into four areas that
mirrored those in the wall panels for support.

The 16th century elements on the first floor continued above those
found on the ground floor, with the western wall constructed of two
timber frame bays with jowled bay posts. The panelling all appeared to
still be wattle and daub. All other walls in this room had been replaced
with modern 20th century construction.

The ceiling in this room covered three quarters leaving the north-west
quadrant open, matching that of the floor below. An additional beam
running east-west above this suggests that there were later attempts to
strengthen the structure after the original construction.

Only very limited sections of substantially altered timber framing
survived within the heavily fire damaged Building B. However, it seems
likely that these may have been associated with an original structure of
similar date to Building A.

6.2 PHASE 2 — BUILDING B FRONTAGE

Building B had a large painted late-Georgian brick facade of four
bays and four stories and formed the main facade of the Booth Hall
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complex. A drawing of 1783 of the proposals for this building shows
a three rather than four story structure, though it is impossible to
say whether the additional floor was added during construction or
slightly later (Morris 2011).

6.3 PHASE 3 —MID 19TH CENTURY -
CONVERSION TO RETAIL SPACE

The documentary record shows that the frontages of Buildings A and
B were converted for retail usage by 1803 and by 1869 the interior of
the buildings were opened up for a larger more open retail space.
It is likely that around this time the majority of the internal changes
that are visible today took place. This 19th century rebuild appears to
have re-used timbers from older buildings.

In Building A the front section of the first and second floors facing
the street was sub-divided into rooms as evidenced by the double
construction in the ceiling/floor structure in the eastern three-
quarters. This would have consisted of one large room, with smaller
rooms to the west and a series of rooms and perhaps a corridor to
the south (Morris 2011).

Due to the damage caused by the fire not much of Building B
remained, on the ground and first floors there is evidence for 19th
century brickwork along the southern and connecting south-
western walls that abut the Booth Hall.

Building C, the wash house, is likely to be of 19th century construction
with the chimney stack altered sometime after the initial
construction. There are suggestions that come from two blocked
doorways in the east and west of the lean-to at the southern side
of the building that the wash house may have been a communal
structure with access from multiple plots. This is backed up by the
1857 map that shows multiple yards with potential access.

64 PHASE 4 —20TH CENTURY RETAIL
EXTENSION AND INTERIOR
RESTRUCTURING

As the shop developed in the early 20th century, a large single-
story extension (Building D) was added to the rear of Building
A. This was achieved through the partial demolition of the 16th
Century timber building. A new outer wall was erected at the
south of the first floor of Building A replacing the demolished part
of the original structure.

Most of the ground floor of Building A and B were partially rebuilt
in this phase with new RSJs and sawn softwood joists added to
the building. A central breeze block wall separates the two on the
ground floor with a modern staircase connecting the floors.

6.5 OTHER OBSERVATIONS

Due to the excessive damage to Building B, it was not possible to
record the timber framing in detail on safety grounds. However,
using the plans created during the survey directly after the fire, the
outline structure of a roof truss appears to survive. However, this
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was substantially modified and altered to function as part of a wall
division, with door inserted through it, possibly when the roof was
raised.

7 CONCLUSION

The buildings at 16-18 High Town appear to originate as two
roughly contemporary 16th century timber framed buildings.
These buildings then changed use to create a public house in the
18th century before being modified once again to living and retail
space in the 19th century. It was the conversion to retail space that
resulted in large scale restructuring of the buildings creating a
single large space in the mid-late 19th century. These changes were
further compounded with the demolition of the majority of the 16th
century timber building in 1934. The building was used by various
companies throughout the 20th century with further additions and
alterations taking place. It is still possible to distinguish the historic
core among the surviving elements.
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9 APPENDICES

APPENDIX T PLAN AND ELEVATION
PHOTO DIRECTIONS
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