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Executive Summary 
 
Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) were commissioned by Mr and Mrs Pembleton to 
carry out a watching brief at 1 Moor Lane, Old Bolsover in May 2006 and January 2007. The work 
involved monitoring the excavation of foundation trenches for a proposed residential building and garage. 
 
The site is located in close proximity to the probable medieval embankments associated with the 
fortification of Bolsover Castle and the town. The brief supplied by Derbyshire County Council (DCC) 
required the observation of the removal of earth by a mechanical excavator in order to identify any 
significant archaeological features, deposits or finds. The area which was excavated displayed no evidence 
of archaeological remains.
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Introduction 
1.1 The watching brief at 1 Moor Lane, Bolsover was undertaken by Alex Thornton 

and Richard Chatterton of Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) on 
behalf of Mr and Mrs Pembleton, during the excavations of foundation trenches 
for a two storey house and garage.  

 
 
2. Location, Background and Geology 
2.1 The town of Bolsover lies 11km north-west of Mansfield and 9km east of 

Chesterfield (Fig. 1). It consists of four areas, Carr Vale, Hills Town, Old 
Bolsover and New Bolsover and spans roughly 2km from the outskirts of New 
Bolsover in the north-west to Hills Town in the south east. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1 Location of Bolsover. 
 

 
2.2 The site is situated on Moor Lane in the centre of Old Bolsover at SK4761 7034 

(Fig. 2). It is approximately 10m west of a section of the  probable medieval town 
earthwork and approximately 150m south-east of Bolsover Castle. 
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2.3 The district of Bolsover contains archaeological sites from a variety of periods. 

The earliest evidence of activity in the town is recorded as a series of finds of 
Mesolithic narrow blade flint cores, points and scrapers dating to 5,000 to 3,500 
BC (Hart 1984: 26). Dating to a later period, recovery of pottery indicated that a 
Romano-British settlement had existed in Old Bolsover, but had been later 
destroyed by heavy ploughing (Hart 1984: 95-6). Prior to the Norman Conquest, 
Bolsover was part of the Saxon kingdom of Mercia and the property of Leofric 
(Worsley 2004: 31). Leofric lost possession of the state sometime after the 
Conquest, whence it passed into the hands of a Norman lord (Worsley 2004: 31). 

 
2.4 In 1086, Bolsover manor was granted to William Peveril by William the 

Conqueror (Hart 1984: 148, Morris 1978: 276, Worsley 2007: 31). The manor was 
located on a rocky ledge, a highly defensible position in the landscape. 
Presumably it is for this reason that Peveril decided to build Bolsover Castle in 
this area. During this period there were only two stone-built castles in North 
Derbyshire, one at Bolsover, the other at Castleton; both owned by the De 
Peveril family (Hart 1984: 148). 

 
2.5 Bolsover castle was confiscated from the De Peveril family in 1152 by Henry II, 

as the family’s allegiances did not lie with the new king. The castle changed hands 
many times after this period, suffering damage during the Barons’ revolt against 
King John in 1215, and ultimately was acquired by Charles Cavendish in 1608 
(Worsley 2004: 31-2). Cavendish hired the architect Robert Symthson to re-
design the castle, the majority of which can still be seen in the current 
architecture. 

 
2.6 The town defences, identified as earthworks or entrenchments, continue through 

Old Bolsover. There is debate over the dates of these earthworks and estimates 
range from pre-Norman to the Civil War (Symonds et al. 1995: 37). Hart (1984) 
noted the similarities that lie between these earthworks and those at Peveril 
Castle and presented an argument that the Bolsover earthworks were also of 12th 
century date (Symonds et al. 1995: 38).  

 
2.7 The closest earthwork to the site at 1 Moor Lane, known as Earthwork A (Fig. 

2), is preserved as a ‘grassed glacis dump’ (Symonds et al. 1995: 38) and was 
probably considerable in size when first built. The ditch associated with the 
earthwork was cited in the Close Roll in 1235, supporting Hart’s dating 
estimation (Symonds et al. 1995: 38). It seems likely, therefore, that the Bolsover 
earthworks were Medieval in date (Symonds et al. 1995: 40). 

 
2.8 Bolsover lies on the border between two geological zones, with the east of the 

town on the Southern Magnesian Limestone, and the west of the town on the 
Coal Measures (BGS 1978). The bedrock associated with Bolsover is the Triassic 
Sherwood Sandstone which overlies the Coal Measures (Donnelly et al. 2006: 3). 
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3. Aims and Objectives 
3.1 The aims of this watching brief as stipulated by the local planning authority, were 

as follows: 
 
• To observe all excavation of trenches for the establishment of the wall 

foundations and any service/waste water management trenches. 
• To clean, excavate, sample and record all archaeological features and deposits 

exposed. 
 
 
4. Methodology 
4.1 All machine excavation on the site was observed by an archaeologist to ensure 

that no archaeological remains were disturbed. Any features or structures were to 
be fully cleaned and recorded in accordance with the standards stipulated by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and the guidance provided in 
‘Archaeological Science at PPG16 Interventions’ (English Heritage 2003). 

 
4.2 Any features or structures were to be sectioned, photographed, recorded and 

where possible, fully-excavated. Feature plans were made at 1:20 scale and 
sections at 1:10 scale. All the contexts were recorded on pro-forma sheets, and a 
context register, along with a finds, levels and photographic register, were all 
produced for inclusion in the archive.  

 
4.3 Photographs were taken using a 35mm SLR camera with black and white print 

film, and colour transparency, as well as with a digital camera (5 megapixel 
resolution). No finds were made during the Watching Brief.  

 
4.4 All work was carried out wearing appropriate safety equipment. A system of hand 

signals was agreed before work commenced to allow for easy  communication 
and a safe environment for examining the potential archaeological remains while 
supervising machine excavation. 

 
 
5. Summary of Results 
5.1 The uppermost layer of modern topsoil (001) was present across the site but 

varied in its inclusions. Underneath the area of the previous bungalow, the 
topsoil contained a high percentage of bricks, cement, clay drainage pipes, broken 
glass and other occupational debris, whilst elsewhere on the site, including the 
area of excavation for the garage; the topsoil had no inclusions (Figs.3 and 4). 
The topsoil was coarse, silty clay of a dark grey (2.5 Y 4/1) colour. After a depth 
of approximately 500mm, the topsoil was replaced by a substratum of brown 
(10YR 5/3) clay (003) (Fig. 5). This layer occurred across the site and was fine to 
medium in texture with no inclusions. The thickness of the clay varied from 
between approximately 100mm in Trench 1 to 250mm in Trench 4. This clay was 
a natural deposit rather than redeposited. The natural sandstone bedrock (002) 
associated with the area of Bolsover underlay the clay layer (003) and was present 
to the maximum depth of the trench at 1m from the ground surface. 
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Fig. 3. Photograph of the excavation trenches for the  
dwelling at 1 Moor Lane, Bolsover (facing north-west) (scale = 1m). 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 4. Photograph of the excavation trenches for the  
garage at 1 Moor Lane, Bolsover (facing north) (scale = 1m). 
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Fig. 5. Stratigraphic section of the topsoil (001), clay layer (003)  
and natural sandstone (002) in Trench 2 facing north (scale = 1m) 

 
5.2 A very thin layer (approximately 50mm) of crushed sandstone (004) was present 

in a corner of trench 1 (Fig. 6). This coarse textured layer was similar to the 
natural sandstone in composition and its yellow colour (2.5YR 7/6). This layer 
reached a depth of over 300mm in the vicinity of the garage and was a modern 
deposit, having been laid in the area that had presumably acted as a builder’s yard 
(Fig. 7). 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 6. Stratigraphic section of crushed sandstone (004), topsoil (001), clay  
layer (003), natural sandstone (002) in Trench 1 facing south (scale = 1m). 
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Fig. 7. Stratigraphic section of crushed sandstone (004), topsoil (001) and  
natural sandstone (002) in the trenches from the excavation of the garage facing south (scale = 0.5m) 

 
 

6. Conclusions 
6.1 Despite the close proximity of the site to the historical earthworks, no 

archaeological features, structures, deposits or finds were exposed during the 
watching brief at 1 Moor Lane.  

 
6.2 It is possible that the previous build of the bungalow may have disturbed and 

destroyed any archaeology that had existed on this site. 
 
 
7. Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
7.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. 
 
7.2       Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary 

and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).
  

 
8. Statement of Indemnity 
8.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for 
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or 
for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 

 
9. Acknowledgements 
9.1 ARS Ltd would like to thank all those who contributed to the smooth running of 

this watching brief and in particular, Mr and Mrs Pembleton and Andy Myers of 
Derbyshire County Council. 
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Appendix One: Catalogue of digital images supplied on CD 
 

Cat. 
No. 

Description  Facing Date Scale

1 Stratigraphic Section of Trench 1 N 29/01/2007 1m
2 Stratigraphic Section of Trench 2 N 29/01/2007 1m 
3 Stratigraphic Section of Trench 4 W 29/01/2007 1m 
4 Trench 1 E 29/01/2007 1m 
5 Trench 5 W 29/01/2007 1m 
6 General Shot of Dwelling Excavation Trenches NE 29/01/2007 1m
7 Working shot of Plant Machinery S 29/01/2007 1m
8 Stratigraphic Section of North Trench of Garage S 23/05/2006 0.5m
9 Stratigraphic Section of South Trench of Garage N 23/05/2006 0.5m
10 General Shot of Garage Excavation Trenches N 23/05/2006 1m
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Appendix Two: Brief for Archaeological Watching Brief supplied by Derbyshire 
County Council  
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Appendix Three: Context Register and Site Matrix 

 

Context 
Number 

Dimensions Munsell 
Number 
 

Colour  Description 

001 Across site. 2.5YR 4/1 Dark Grey Medium to coarse, silty clay-like topsoil, 
containing cement, bricks, glass and 
occupational debris along most of the 
site, apart from the North West side, 
where no inclusions were present. 
Thickness of 500mm across the site. 

002 Across site. 2.5YR 7/8 Yellow Coarse natural sandstone. 
Thickness of at least 5000mm. 

003 Across site. 10YR 5/3 Brown  Fine to medium clay with no inclusions. 
Thickness of between 100mm to 
250mm. 

004 North West of site, 
particularly above 
Trench 1 and the 
North end of 
Trench 7. 

2.5YR 7/6 Yellow Medium to coarse sandstone gravel. 
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