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were classified as Watching Brief Area B and the excavation trench related to the insertion 
of services was classified as Watching Brief Service Trench (Figure 4).  
 
Watching Brief Area A- 19th-20th Century 
 
5.7       Watching Brief Area A was located 12m south of the northern extent of the site and 
measured 27.7m x 14.75m x c.0.60m (Figures 4-6) . The foundation trenches displayed an 
average width of 1.2m. The uppermost visible deposit within Watching Brief Area A was a 
0.44m thick, yellowish-brown subsoil (113), which extended across the full extent of the 
site. Subsoil (113) should be interpreted as the same as deposit (002) which was identified 
during the Archaeological Survey phase of works.  
 
5.8        Subsoil (113) was truncated by a sub-oval pit F.128 measuring 1.92m x 0.48m x 
1.08m at its maximum visible extents. Pit F.128 was situated within at the northern limit of 
Area A and consisted of a near-vertically sided cut [127] filled by a poorly sorted, blackish-
brown, sandy-silt (128). Deposit (128) contained frequent fragments of modern brick and 
mid-20th century pottery. Consequently, pit F.128 was interpreted to be a probable machine 
dug 20th century demolition waste pit (Figure 6, 14 & 34). It should also be noted that 
subsoil (113) was also truncated by a rectangular, machine-dug, modern intervention which 
was interpreted to be Evaluation Trench 2 excavated by North Pennines Archaeology in 
2004 ( Jones, 2004).  
 
5.9 Subsoil (113) also overlay a greyish-brown silty-clay (107) which extended across the 
extent of Watching Brief Area A and displayed a maximum depth of 0.43m. Deposit (107) 
was moderately sorted and contained occasional unfrogged red-bricks, a sherd of 19th 
century Cane Coloured ware, rare fragments of intrusive medieval pottery and a single piece 
of clay pipe stem. Consequently, deposit (107) was interpreted as an imported soil 
potentially related to a change in land-use which may have occurred, upon the site, during 
the 19th century.    
 
Watching Brief Area A- Post-Medieval - Medieval 
 
5.10 Deposit (107) sealed a NNE-SSW orientated ditch F.135, a broadly E-W aligned pit 
F.133, a brownish-grey, buried subsoil layer (125) and the yellowish-orange, sandy natural 
substrate (120) (Figure 5, 6, 16, 17, 34-37). Buried subsoil deposit (125) was comprised of a 
0.25m thick, greyish-brown, silty-clay overlying the natural substrate (120) at the north-west, 
north-east and southern extents of Watching Brief Area A. Buried subsoil deposit (125) was 
visible at a minimum depth of 0.48m below present ground level.  
 
5.11 Pit F.133 was located at the northern extent of Watching Brief Area A and was 
excavated through both buried subsoil deposit (125) and natural substrate (120) (Figures 6, 
16 & 35). Additionally, pit F.133 measured 0.94m x 1.03m 0.16m and was characterised by a 
concave sided cut [134] filled by a moderately sorted, greyish-black, sandy-silt (133). 
Deposit (133) contained frequent charcoal inclusions and occasional fragments of burnt 
stone. Consequently, pit F.133 was interpreted to be a waste pit of medieval or post-
medieval date and likely contemporaneous with ditch F.135.     
 
5.12     Ditch F.135 measured 11.93m x 1.03m x 0.42m at its maximum visible extents and 
consisted of a convex sided cut [136] filled by a well sorted, greyish-brown, silty-clay (135) 
(Figures 17, 36 & 37). It should also be noted that cut [136] was excavated through sandy 
natural substrate (120) and subsoil deposit (125). Deposit (135) contained no datable finds 



________An Archaeological Watching Brief on land to the rear of Bishops Garage, The Orchard, Main Street, Corbridge, Northumberland                                                            
 

 
 © Archaeological Research Services Ltd 

 8

and was interpreted to have been formed by naturally occurring wind or waterborne 
processes. The form and stratigraphic location of ditch F.135 was indicative of a probable 
medieval or post-medieval boundary ditch.  
 
5.13 In summary, the archaeological activity within Watching Brief Area A contained 
evidence for probable medieval or post-medieval activity, characterised by waste pit F.133 
and boundary ditch F.135. Features F.133 and F.135 were overlain by a 0.43m thick deposit 
(107) which likely represented a modification in land usage and could be related to the 
conversion of the site into an orchard during the 19th century.  
 
Watching Brief Area B- 19th-20th Century 
 
5.14     Watching Brief Area B was situated 6.3m north of the southern extent of the site 
and measured 21.45m x 26m x 0.68m at its maximum extent. The average width of the 
foundation trench was 1.2m (Figure 5). Subsoil (113) extended south from Watching Brief 
Area A and also represented the uppermost visible deposit within Area B. Subsoil (113) was 
visible across the full extent of Area B however, the sloping natural topography and the 
higher concentration of 20th century disturbance present at the southern extent of the site, 
likely caused (113) to display an average depth of 0.08m.  
 
5.15      Similarly, subsoil (113) continued to overlay orchard formation deposit (107) which 
also extended from Area A into Area B. Deposit (107) extended across the full extent of 
Area B and displayed a maximum depth of 0.60m. Probable orchard formation deposit 
(107) also overlay the natural substrate (120) which was identified at a minimum depth of 
0.64m below ground level. Deposit (107) was truncated by culvert F.108/F.150, ditch F.161 
and overlain by a later 19th or early 20th century surface (170). 
 
5.16 Stone-built culvert F.108/F.150 was situated at the northern extent of Area B and 
was aligned on a curving NW-SE orientation. It seems likely that the culvert may have 
originally bisected the full northern extent of the site but had been removed during 
probable mid-late 20th century landscaping events associated with the conversion of the site 
into a garage. The surviving elements of culvert F.108/F.150 measured 1.02m x 10.44m x 
0.72m at its maximum visible extents (Figure 7, 11-13 & 38-41). Culvert F.108/F.150 
consisted of a near-vertically sided cut [110] filled by two, irregularly coursed, sandstone 
walls (108) which had been constructed on a broadly parallel alignment. As previously 
mentioned, the culvert walls (108) were constructed from unbonded, shaped sandstone 
blocks and displayed average individual dimensions of 0.30m x 0.27m x 0.13m. A 0.72m 
thick, greyish-brown, silty-clay deposit (109) abutted the interior faces of the culvert walls 
(108) and was interpreted as being formed by progressive siltation related to the use of the 
culvert. Culvert F.108/F.150 was excavated through subsoil (113) and 19th century land 
conversion deposit (107). The relatively high position that culvert F.108/F.150 maintains 
within the stratagraphic sequence indicates that the structure likely dated from the 19th or 
early 20th century.  
 
5.17     Additionally, late 19th or early 20th century activity was also identified at the SW 
extent of Area B and was characterised by a brick surface (171) constructed using 
unfrogged, white, refractory bricks (Figure 25, 42 & 43). It should be noted that the surface 
was not visible in plan and extended beyond the western extents of the foundation trench. 
Consequently, surface (171) displayed maximum visible extents of 0.70m x 0.11m x 0.12m. 
Surface (171) was partially overlain by a modern, brownish-black sub-base deposit and a 
greyish-black, silty-clay ‘use’ deposit (170), likely created by movement across the surface 
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during its operational life-span. Additionally, surface (171) was constructed above a 0.08m 
thick, greyish-black, levelling deposit (172) which was identified at a depth of 0.26m below 
ground level (Figure 25). Levelling deposit (172) overlay probable 19th century orchard 
formation deposit (107). In summary the clay composition of ‘use’ deposit (170) and the 
form displayed by the brickwork within (171) indicated that the surface may have served as 
a 19th-20th century external yard space, potentially constructed from re-used refractory bricks 
derived from another location.  
 
5.18 Similarly, a NE-SW orientated ditch F.161 was identified at the southern extent of 
Area B and was also excavated through orchard formation deposit (107) (Figure 44 & 45). 
F.161 consisted of a concave sided cut [160] filled by a moderately sorted, blackish-brown, 
silty-clay containing, rare, large, stony inclusions, occasional brick fragments and occasional 
sherds of salt-glazed ceramic service pipe. F.161 was identified at a depth of 0.30m below 
ground level and measured 2.19m x 1.43m x .0.68m where visible. The form and 
composition of ditch F.161 was indicative of a 20th century pit or ditch, filled by naturally 
occurring siltation and occasional, man-made dumping events.   
 
Watching Brief Area B- Post-Medieval - Medieval 
 
5.19  As previously mentioned, culvert F.108/F.150 and surface (171) both post-date the 
deposition of early 19th century, orchard formation deposit (107). However, it is worth 
noting that, within Area B, deposit (107) also sealed a number of medieval archaeological 
features.   
 
5.20   At the northern extent of Area B deposit (107) sealed a curving, E-W aligned, 
ditch terminus F.154, measuring 3.8m x 0.44m x 0.2m (Figures 7, 20 & 46). Ditch F.154 
consisted of a concave sided cut [153] filled by a well sorted, greyish-brown, silty-clay (154). 
Ditch F.154 was interpreted as a narrow enclosure ditch of uncertain, but probable, post-
medieval date. It is worth noting that ditch F.154 was excavated through a pre-existing but 
fragmentary surface (152) consisting of frequent, small, sub-rounded stony inclusions. 
Surface (152) measured 1.8m x 3.98m x 0.15m and was overlain by a 0.01m, brownish-grey, 
silty-clay occupation or ‘use’ deposit (155) (Figure 7, 11, 20, 46 & ). No finds were 
recovered from either surface (152) or deposit (155), however the stratigraphic location of 
surface (152) below probable orchard formation deposit (107) might suggest a late medieval 
or post-medieval date. Additionally, it was noted that surface (152) had a defined ENE-
WSW orientation and overlay a blackish-brown, garden soil deposit (152). Consequently, 
surface (152) was tentatively interpreted as a possible late medieval path or external work 
space.  
 
5.21 Garden soil deposit (152) measured 3.98m x 3.26m x 0.18m and was only identified 
at the northern extent of Area B (Figure 7, 11, 47 & 48). Additionally, deposit (152) also 
overlay both natural substrate (120), buried subsoil deposit (125) and contained no datable 
finds. As a result, garden soil deposit (152) was interpreted as evidence for a probable late 
medieval allotment within a burgage plot fronting onto Main Street.  
 
5.22  A WNW-ESE orientated ditch F.145/F.156 was identified 0.50m south of the 
southern extent of garden soil (126) at a depth of 0.60m below ground level (Figure 7, 18, . 
Ditch F.145/F.156 consisted of a concave sided cut [146/157] excavated through buried 
subsoil deposit (125) and natural substrate (120) in addition to being filled by a greyish-
brown, sandy-silt deposit (145/156). It should also be noted that a single fragment of 
medieval green glazed pottery, dated to the 12th-13th century was also recovered from 
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deposit (145). Consequently, ditch F.145/F.156 was interpreted as a probable medieval 
boundary ditch with a secondary drainage function. Furthermore, it is tempting to note the 
relative proximity of garden soil (126) to ditch F.145/F.156 may indicate that F.145/F.156 
served as the southern boundary of a sub-divided allotment within a medieval burgage plot.    
 
5.23 Allotment boundary ditch F.145/F.156 was truncated by a WNW-ENE aligned pit 
F.147 which formed part of a larger group of pits F.130, F.131, F.147 and F.158, located at 
the eastern extent of Watching Brief Area B (Figure 7 & 8).   
 
5.24 Pit F.147 measured 0.85m x 1.6m x 0.52m at its maximum visible extents and 
consisted of concave sided cut [148], filled by a moderately sorted, greyish-brown silty-clay 
(147) (Figure 7, 8, 18, 19, 51 & 52). Deposit (147) contained a moderate frequency of small 
to medium sized, sub-rounded and sub-angular, stony inclusions. Furthermore, cut [147] 
was excavated through medieval pit F.145, buried subsoil deposit (125) and natural 
substrate (120). In summary, pit F.147 was interpreted as a medieval wastage pit formed at a 
later date than 12-13th century allotment boundary ditch F.145.   
 
5.25   Pits F.130 and F.131 were identified at a depth of 0.64m below present ground 
level and situated 3.15m south of pit F.147 (Figure 7 & 8). Pits F.130 and F.131 measured 
2.7m x 0.80m x 0.42m and 2.88m x 0.80m x 0.45m respectively. Both pits displayed concave 
sided cuts [129]/[132] and were filled by a well sorted, greyish-brown, silty-clay (130)/(131) 
(Figure 7, 8, 15, 53-55) . Similarly, pits F.130 and F.131 were both excavated through buried 
subsoil deposit (125) and displayed near identical form to pit F.147. Consequently, pit 
F.130, F.131 and F.147 were all interpreted as medieval waste pits potentially formed at a 
broadly contemporary date.  
 
5.26 Additionally, a single pit F.158, measuring 0.70m x 0.45m x 0.30m was identified 
c.3m north-west of pit F.130. Pit F.158 consisted of a concave sided cut [159] filled by an 
orangey-grey, silty-clay (158). Pit F.158 was also excavated through both buried subsoil 
deposit (125) and natural substrate (120) in addition to being sealed by orchard formation 
deposit (107) (Figure 8, 21 & 56). The similarity in form coupled with the stratagraphic 
location of Pit F.158 suggested that F.158 should be considered a medieval waste pit 
potentially associated with pits F.130, F.131 and F.147.     
 
5.27 When considering the wastage pits in Area B as a group, pits F.130, F.131, F.147 
and F.158 should be interpreted as representing the location of a waste disposal area within 
a possible medieval burgage plot fronting onto Main Street. 
 
5.28 The western extent of Area B displayed evidence for three probable medieval wall 
foundations, (165), (168) and (174) (Figure 9, 23, 57, 58 & 59). E-W aligned wall foundation 
(165) was situated 6.15m east of the western extent of Area B at a depth of 0.36m below 
ground level. The wall foundation measured 1.02m x 0.85m x 0.42m and consisted of small 
to large, roughly hewn, sandstone blocks constructed within a near vertically sided 
foundation trench [164]. A moderately sorted, greyish-brown, packing deposit (166) was 
identified between the sandstone blocks (165) and may have served to provide additional 
foundation support coupled with a limited bonding effect. Wall (165) displayed no evidence 
for facing stones and should be regarded as unlikely to support a substantial structure.  
 
5.29    Walls (168) and (174) were both located at the NW extent of Area A and were 
constructed from large, roughly hewn, sandstone blocks. Wall (168) measured 1.66m x 1.2m 
x 0.46m at its maximum extents and filled a near-vertically sided foundation cut [167] 
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(Figure 9, 24 & 58). Wall (168) was orientated on a NNE-SSW alignment and continued 
beyond the limits of excavation at both the northern and southern extents of the trench. It 
is also worth noting that a fragment of 12th – 13th century pottery was recovered from 
between the stonework within wall (168). Wall (174) was situated 9.75m west of wall (168) 
and was constructed on an ESE-WNW alignment. Wall (174) was also constructed from 
roughly hewn, sandstone blocks set within a near vertical construction cut [175] and 
measured 1.04m x 1.2m x 0.46m at its maximum visible extents. Both cut [167] and [175] 
were excavated through buried subsoil deposit (125) and displayed markedly similarities in 
form and construction techniques. Consequently, walls (168) and (174) have been 
interpreted as foundations footings for either a wall within a domestic structure or a land 
boundary. Additionally, the presence of 12th-13th century pottery within structure (168) 
coupled with the similar stratagraphic location displayed by structures (168) and (174) 
suggested that both walls were likely constructed at roughly the same medieval date.     
  
5.30 The earliest identifiable event within Watching Brief Area B was the formation of a 
0.35m thick, greyish-brown, buried subsoil layer (125) which was overlain by probable 
medieval garden soil (126) but had also been truncated by ditches F.145/F.156, F.147, pits 
F.130, F.131 and F.158 in addition to wall construction cut [167] and [175]. As previously 
indicated, the above features were probably medieval and may suggest that the eastern 
extent of the site had not been heavily utilised prior to the Early Medieval period.    
 
5.31 In summary, Watching Brief Area B produced evidence for medieval activity 
occurring upon the site during the 12-13th century. Garden soil (126) and boundary ditch 
F.156 might suggest that the site was sub-divided into allotment plots and a waste disposal 
area, as characterised by pits F.130, F.131, F.147 and F.158. Furthermore, each plot might 
have represented a sub-division of a larger burgage plot, fronting onto Main Street. 
Additionally, walls F.168 and F.174 were likely to be the fragmentary remains of domestic 
structures or further land divisions occurring at a similar 12-13th century date. A later 
medieval or post-medieval phase of activity was likely characterised by the creation of a 
surface (052) over garden soil (126) and could be interpreted as an inserted, outside work 
space or an E-W aligned path. It then seems likely that all pre-existing structures, present on 
the site, were then cleared during the late 18th or early 19th century prior to the insertion of 
deposit (107) for the creation of an orchard.  
 
Watching Brief Service Trench- 19th & 20th Century 
 
5.32 The watching brief service trench extended 86m from the SE extent of Watching 
Brief Area A to the pavement north of Main Street, 58m south of the site (Figure 4 & 10).   
Four additional branches were excavated from the main service trench at the northern 
extent of the site between Watching Brief Area A and Watching Brief Area B (Figure 4). 
The service trench branches displayed maximum dimensions of 13.75m x 0.5m x 0.7m and 
revealed similar stratigraphy to the trenches within Watching Brief Area A and Watching 
Brief Area B (Figure 4 & 10). The main service trench had a variable depth of between 0.7m 
and 1.2m and a variable width of 1m to 0.6m.  
 
5.33 The uppermost visible deposit within the northern half of the service trench was 
subsoil (113) and displayed a maximum depth of 0.12m. Subsoil (113) overlay orchard 
formation deposit (107) which extended 48m south of Watching Brief Area B. It should 
also be noted that orchard formation deposit (107) sealed the natural substrate (120) which 
was identified at a depth of 0.7m below ground level. The depth of the natural substrate 
(120) remained relatively uniform across the full extent of the watching brief service trench.   
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132 Cut of pit 
133 Fill of pit [134] 
134 Cut of pit 
135 Fill of linear (136) 
136 Cut of linear 
137 Cut of foundation trench 
138 Brick E/W structure 
139 Backfill – grubbing out event 
140 Cut of culvert 
141 Fill of [140] 
142 N. extent fill of [135] equal to [146] 
143 Cut of N/S aligned linear at north extent 
144 Backfill against culvert (108) in [110] 
145 Fill of medieval ditch – southern side 
146 Cut of pit (145) 
147 Fill of ditch truncating (145) 
148 Cut of ditch (147) 
149 Cut of (108) equal to (150) 
150 Stone culvert structure 
151 Fill of [149] 
152 Metalled surface 
153 Cut of linear (potential robber trench) 
154 Fill of [153] 
155 Use/occupation deposit overlying (152) 
156 Fill of linear [157] 
157 Cut of linear 
158 Fill of posthole [159] 
159 Cut of posthole 
160 Cut of linear (19th Century) 
161 Fill of [160] 
162 Cut of linear (19th Century) 
163 Fill of [162] 
164 Cut of wall foundation trench 
165 Wall embedded in [164] 
166 Fill of [164] 
167 Cut of foundation 
168 Wall foundation 
169 Fill of [167] 
170 Trample ‘use’ above (171) 
171 Brick surface at S.W. corner of site 
172 Levelling deposit under (171) 
173 VOID 
174 Wall foundation 
175 Cut of (174) 
176 Fill of [175] 
177 Topsoil 
178 Subsoil 
179 Shale Deposit 
180 Dark Greyish-brown clay- levelling deposit 
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41.  NW -  General Shot 
42.  W 1 x 1m  Rep. Trench Shot 
43.  NW 1 x 1m  Area Shot 
44.  S 1 x 2m  Rep. Trench Shot 
45.  NW 1 x 1m  Area Shot 
46.  N 2 x 1m  Area Shot of Ditch F.135 
47.  S 2 x 1m  “ 
48.  S 1 x 1m  N-facing section of slot through 042 
49.  E 1 x 1m 108 E-facing shot of culvert 108 
50.  W 2 x 1m  Area Shot of Exc. Area 
51.  W “ “ “ 
52.  W -  W-facing post-ex section of 119 
53.         SE 1 x 1m  SE-facing mid-excavation shot of culvert 108 
54.  NW   NW- facing view of culvert 108 
55.  “ “  “ 
56.  “ “  Location shot of Pit F.129 
57.  W “  E-facing section through pits F.145/F.147 
58.     F.145/F.147 
59.  W   Western view of culvert 108/150 
60.  SW   Area Shot of Concrete Pourings 
61.  NE   “ 
62.  NE   “ 
63.  NW   “ 
64.  SE   “ 
65.  SW   “ 
66.  NW   “ 
67.  NE   “ 
68.  S   “ 
69.  NE   “ 
70.  E   “ 
71.  N   “ 
72.  E   “ 
73.        SW   “ 
74.  SE   “ 
75.  E   “ 
76.  N   “ 
77.  NW   Culvert 150 
78.  S - - Working Shot 
79.  S - - “ 
80.  S - - “ 
81.  N - - “ 
82.  S - - “ 
83.  S 0.1m 009 Wall? 
84.  E 1 x 1m 011 Wall Foundations 
85.  E 1 x 1m 004, 005 Rep. Sec. Tr. 
86.  E 1 x 1m 004, 005 “ 
87.  E 1 x 1m 004, 005, 002 “ 
88.  E 1 x 1m 004, 005, 002 “ 
89.  S 1 x 1m - Working Shot 
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Figure 2: Detailed site location. Ordnance Survey data copyright OS, reproduced by permission, Licence no. 
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Figure 35- W-facing section through pit F.133 (Scale- 1x 1m) 

 

 
Figure 36- N-facing section through ditch F.135 (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 37- S-facing view of ditch F.135 (Scale- 2 x 1m) 
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Figure 38- NNE-facing view of culvert F.108/F.150 (Scale 2 x 1m) 
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Figure 39- NNE-facing view of southern extent of culvert F.108/F.150 (Scale- 1 x 1m) 

 

 
Figure 40- NNE-facing view of central area of culvert F.108/F.150 (Scale-1 x 1m) 
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Figure 47- W-facing view of surface (152) (Scale (1 x 1m) 
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Figure 48- S-facing section through culvert F.108/F.150, deposit (107) and probable medieval garden soil 

(126) following the removal of surface (152) (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
 

 
Figure 49- E-facing section through ditch F.145 and ditch F.147 (Scale- 1 x 1m & 1 x 2m)  



________An Archaeological Watching Brief on land to the rear of Bishops Garage, The Orchard, Main Street, Corbridge, Northumberland                                                            
 

 
 © Archaeological Research Services Ltd 

 53

 
Figure 50- E-facing section through ditch F.145/F.156 (Scale- 0.2m) 

 

 
Figure 51- S-facing section through pit F.147 (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 52-NE-facing oblique view of pit F.147 (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 53- S-facing view of pits F.130 and F.131 (Scale 2 x 1m) 
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Figure 54- W-facing section through pit F.130 (Scale- 1 x 2m) 

 

 
Figure 55- W-facing section through pit F.131 (Scale- 1 x 2m) 
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Figure 56- WNW-facing section through pit F.158 (Scale- 1 x 1m) 

 

 
Figure 57- WNW—facing section through structure (165) (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 58- NNE-facing view of wall foundations (168) (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 59- WNW-facing view of wall foundations (174) (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 60- W-facing representative section through service trench south of the site entrance displaying 

modern road surface (182), sub-base (183) and 19th century levelling deposit (180) (Scale- 1 x 1m). 
 

 
Figure 61-   W-facing section through wall (187) (Scale- 1 x 1m) 
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Figure 62- N-facing view of wall (188/012). Note modern service within foreground (Scale- 1 x 1m) 

 
 
 












