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Executive Summary 
Project Name: Land at 24 High Street, Repton, Derbyshire 
Site Code: HSR 16 
Planning Authority: South Derbyshire District Council 
Location: High Street, Repton, Derbyshire, DE65 6JF 
Geology: Mudstone of the Bromgrove Sandstone Formation 
NGR: SK 30385 26790 
Fieldwork Date: February 2016 
Report Date: May 2016 
 
In February 2016 Archaeological Research Services Ltd was commissioned by Dr Brian Hands 
to undertake an archaeological watching brief associated with the groundworks for the 
erection of a single storey detached garage. 
 
A planning application had been granted by South Derbyshire District Council for the erection 
of a detached garage. A watching brief was carried out as a requirement of the planning 
permission to ensure that any potential archaeological remains encountered during the 
course of groundworks was recorded and interpreted prior to removal. Particular attention 
was given to identifying any surviving medieval and post-medieval remains, however no 
archaeological features were encountered. Residual pottery from the topsoil ranging from 
the 18-20th century is likely to represent manufacturing waste from local potteries during the 
18th-19th centuries.  
 
  

An Archaeological Watching Brief at 24 High Street, Repton, Derbyshire An Archaeological Watching Brief at 24 High Street, Repton, Derbyshire 



   

5 
 

An Archaeological Watching Brief at 24 High street, Repton, Derbyshire 

 
1 Introduction 
In February 2016 Archaeological Research Services Ltd was commissioned by Dr Brian Hands 
to undertake an archaeological watching brief at 24 High Street, Repton, Derbyshire. A 
planning application had been granted by South Derbyshire District Council for the erection 
of a detached garage. The watching brief was undertaken in accordance with the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists Code of Conduct (2014a) and Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeological Watching Briefs (2014b). 
 
 
2 Location and Geology 
2.1  The site is centred at NGR SK 30385 26790 (Figure 1). The underlying geology of the 
site comprises mudstone of the Bromsgrove Sandstone Formation, formed in the Triassic 
Period, with no overlying superficial deposits (BGS 2015).  
 
 
3 Historical and Archaeological Background  
3.1 The historical and archaeological background is set out in the Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) in Appendix 3.  
 
 
4 Aims and Objectives 
4.1 The overall aim of the watching brief was to ensure that any potential archaeological 
remains encountered during the course of the groundworks were recorded prior to removal.  

 

4.2 The research topic identified in the East Midlands Heritage: An Updated Research 
Agenda and Strategy for the Historic Environment of the East Midlands (Knight et al. 2012) for  
the provisioning of the medieval ‘ton’ and the morphology of rural settlements of the high 
medieval period  (1485-1750) period is relevant to this work should any medieval remains be 
present.  

 
 
5     Method Statement 
5.1 The watching brief was carried out in accordance with the detailed method set out in 
the Written Scheme of Investigation (See Appendix 3). 
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6      Results 
6.1 The stratigraphic sequence of the site comprised dark brown silty topsoil (001) with 
an average thickness of 0.2m, overlying the natural dark red clay substratum (002). Pottery 
retrieved from topsoil (001) was of three distinct elements; biscuit fired wares, kiln wasters 
and finished wares dating to c. 18th-20th century. 

 
Figure 3. View north west of foundation trench (scale = 0.5m graduations & 0.25m north arrow). 

 
Figure 4. View north across the footing trenches (scale = 0.5m graduations) 
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7 Ceramic Report 
Cumberpatch, C.G. 
 
7.1 The site produced an assemblage of pottery from the topsoil (001) adjacent to the site 
of Repton Lodge.  The pottery assemblage consisted of 190 sherds weighing 2068 grams 
representing a maximum of 185 vessels (Table 1).  The assemblage consisted of three 
distinct components; biscuit fired wares, kiln wasters and finished wares, some of which may 
themselves be wasters. 
  
7.2 Biscuit firing is the first stage of firing in the manufacture of refined earthenwares 
and takes place after the forming of the vessels and the application of decoration and 
precedes the second, glost, firing which takes place after the biscuit fired wares have been 
glazed.  In the case discussed here, the decoration took the form of the application of slip 
bands and lines and, in the case of Mocha ware, the creation of the dendritic patterns on 
the slipped bands by the use of a weak acidic solution or 'tea'.  The biscuit-fired wares 
included both white and cane-coloured bodies, some plain and some decorated, with 
coloured slip bands (Table 1). The range of vessel forms was limited with bowls 
predominating in both categories and other common forms were either absent or 
represented by only single sherds. 
  
7.3 The finished pottery included plain and transfer printed Whiteware and Bone China, 
Banded ware and Cane Coloured ware (plain and slip banded).  The latter included at least 
two examples of kiln wasters resulting from two vessels becoming stuck together during the 
glost firing and many of the sherds, particularly those from large, plain-rimmed bowls, were 
shattered and flaked.  It was not possible to determine how many of these sherds should be 
considered as associated with the biscuit fired wares and how many were simply fortuitously 
associated with them. The number of similar forms, particularly the large bowls, would seem 
to suggest that they were derived from the same source and had failed at a later stage in the 
manufacturing process. The same may apply to the finished Banded wares but the presence 
of the sherds of Stoneware and perhaps the Bone China and finished Whitewares might be 
considered fortuitous. 
 
7.4  Dating evidence was poor.  Cane Coloured wares (including Mocha wares) and 
Banded wares were manufactured widely from the last decade of the 18th century and 
throughout the 19th century. They occur widely and regularly on 19th century sites, forming a 
significant proportion of most pottery assemblages of the period. The Bone China and 
Whiteware sherds were all of a mid to late 19th or early 20th century type and it was notable 
that Pearlwares (c.1780 – 1840) were absent. On these grounds a mid to late 19th century 
date is suggested for the assemblage. 
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Figure 5. Pottery recovered from topsoil (001)(scale = 0.01m graduations). 

 

Figure 6. Pottery recovered from topsoil (001)(scale = 0.01m graduations). 
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Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 Banded ware 1 4 1 Rim Bowl Diffuse blue band w/ grey lines above 
& below 

LC18th – C19th Whiteware body 

1 Banded ware 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Diffuse grey line ext LC18th – C19th Whiteware body 

1 Banded ware 
(biscuit) 

7 27 6 Rim Bowl Blue slip band w/ brown slip lines 
above & below 

LC18th – C19th Whiteware body 

1 Banded ware 
(biscuit) 

3 13 3 BS Hollow ware Blue slip band w/ brown slip lines 
above & below 

LC18th – C19th Whiteware body 

1 Banded ware 
(biscuit) 

1 3 1 BS Carinated bowl Brown slip line filling groove ext above 
carination 

LC18th – C19th Whiteware body 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

1 15 1 Rim & 
handle 

Cup/mug U/Dec LC18th – C19th  

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

1 108 1 Rim Bowl U/Dec LC18th – C19th Thick walled bowl w/ plain 
rim 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

4 49 4 Rim Bowl U/Dec LC18th – C19th Plain bowl rims 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

3 14 3 Rim Bowl Clubbed rim LC18th – C19th Rounded clubbed rim 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

16 92 16 BS Hollow ware U/Dec LC18th – C19th Body sherds of various 
thickness 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

6 96 6 Ring foot 
base 

Bowl Rounded ring foot bases LC18th – C19th Various sizes of vessels 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

4 179 4 Ring foot 
base 

Bowl Shattered ring foot bases LC18th – C19th Various sizes of vessel 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

2 13 2 BS Carinated bowl U/Dec LC18th – C19th BS w/ carination 

1 Biscuit-fired 
Whiteware 

1 3 1 Rim Bowl Round clubbed rim LC18th – C19th  

1 Bone China 1 2 1 Rim Cup/mug Hand-painted flora design w/ lustre 
band & wavy line below rim 

LC18th – C19th  

1 Bone China 1 3 1 Rim Cup/mug U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Bone China 1 3 1 Rim Flatware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  
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Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 Bone China 1 5 1 Footring 
base 

Flatware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Bone China 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Bone China 1 5 1 BS Flatware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Bone China 1 5 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Brown Salt 
Glazed 
Stoneware 

1 30 1 Rim Ink bottle Brown salt glaze ext C19th – EC20th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

1 29 1 Rim Kitchen bowl Relief moulded panels ext; white slip 
int 

LC19th – C20th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

2 16 2 BS U/ID U/Dec LC18th – C19th Wasters; sherds stuck 
together 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

28 174 28 BS Hollow ware U/Dec LC18th – C19th Shattered body sherds & 
fragments; vessel forms 
not clear 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

14 283 14 Rim Bowl U/Dec LC18th – C19th Plain bowl rims of varying 
sizes 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

3 29 2 Flat base Dish U/Dec LC18th – C19th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware 

1 9 1 Ring foot 
base 

Bowl U/Dec LC18th – C19th Rounded ring foot base 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

1 32 1 Spout Teapot Moulded ribbing ext LC18th – C19th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

13 74 13 BS/Flakes Hollow ware U/Dec LC18th – C19th Shattered fragments of 
biscuit-fired cane coloured 
ware 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

12 142 12 BS Hollow ware U/Dec LC18th – C19th Body sherds from various 
bowls etc in biscuit-fired 
ware 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

6 186 6 Rim & BS Bowl/dish U/Dec LC18th – C19th Plain round rims from 
large, thick-walled bowls 
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Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

2 13 1 Ring foot 
base 

Cup/bowl Rounded ring foot base LC18th – C19th Biscuit-fired cane coloured 
ware 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

2 41 2 Ring foot 
base 

Bowl Rounded ring foot base LC18th – C19th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

3 24 3 Flat base Bowl? U/Dec LC18th – C19th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

2 38 1 Rim Dish Wide everted rim w/ shallow groove 
int 

LC18th – C19th Deep bowl w/ wide everted 
rim 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

1 39 1 Rim Dish/server Wide flat rim w/ shallow ridge int LC18th – C19th Wide everted rim 

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

1 15 1 Rim? U/ID U/Dec LC18th – C19th  

1 Cane Coloured 
ware (biscuit) 

1 5 1 Rim Bowl Folded clubbed rim w/ cavity LC18th – C19th  

1 Colour Glazed 
ware 

1 4 1 BS Bowl? Dark blue glaze int & ext LC18th – C19th  

1 Mocha ware 
(biscuit) 

1 16 1 Rim Bowl Blue Mocha tree on a white slip band 
ext; groove below rim 

LC18th – C19th Cane coloured ware 
biscuit-fired body 

1 Mocha ware 
(biscuit) 

1 22 1 Rim Bowl Bands of discoloured blue/brown & 
white slip w/ blue Mocha tree ext 

LC18th – C19th Biscuit-fired Cane Coloured 
ware body; discoloured 

1 Relief Banded 
ware 

1 1 1 BS Hollow ware Relief band ext MC19th – C20th  

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 

1 9 1 Rim Bowl White slip band w/ blue lines above & 
below 

LC18th – C19th  

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 

1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Thin brown line ext LC18th – C19th  

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

3 28 2 Rim  Bowl Deep incised lines w/ blue slip LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 
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Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

1 8 1 Rim Dish White slip line on lip & blue band on 
body 

LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

1 8 1 BS Hollow ware Blue, white & brown slip bands ext LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

1 4 1 Rim Hollow ware? Part of a blue band ext LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

3 19 3 BS Hollow ware Blue slip lines & white slip bands ext LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 

1 Slip Banded Cane 
Coloured ware 
(biscuit) 

1 5 1 BS Hollow ware Blue slip lines w/ narrow brown & 
white slip bands 

LC18th – C19th Cane Coloured ware body 

1 Stoneware 1 11 1 BS Jar Grey salt glaze int & ext C19th – EC20th  

1 Stoneware 1 5 1 BS Bottle Grey glaze ext only C19th – EC20th  

1 TP Bone China 1 4 1 Rim Cup/mug Two Temples MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Bone China 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Two Temples MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 11 1 Footring 
base 

Plate Two Temples MC19th – C20th Double footring 

1 TP Whiteware 1 6 1 Rim Plate Asiatic Pheasants? MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 4 1 Rim Mug/jug Two Temples MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 2 1 BS Flatware Willow? MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 2 1 Rim Flatware Two Temples border? MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 12 1 Rim Dish/bowl U/ID design w/ floral elements over 
stylised curvilinear patterns 

MC19th – C20th Finely printed design 

1 TP Whiteware 1 1 1 Rim Flatware Stylised leaf pattern border LC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 4 1 BS U/ID U/ID design int MC19th – C20th  
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Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 TP Whiteware 1 5 1 BS Flatware U/ID landscape design int MC19th – C20th  

1 TP Whiteware 1 2 1 Rim Plate U/ID TP design int only MC19th – C20th  

1 Unglazed Red 
Earthenware 

1 14 1 Rim Flower pot U/Dec LC19th – C20th Short collared rim 

1 Whiteware 3 27 3 BS Jar U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Whiteware 2 3 2 BS Hollow ware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Whiteware 1 4 1 BS Flatware U/Dec MC19th – C20th  

1 Whiteware 1 1 1 Flake Flatware U/Dec MC19th – C20th Internal flake 

 Total 190 2068 185      

 Table 1. Pottery (Cumberpatch 2016) 
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7.5 The kiln furniture 
Table 2 lists the fragments of saggar and kiln rod which formed part of the assemblage. The 
saggars have the typical coarse granular texture that is typical of 18th and 19th century 
examples of the form. The kiln rods, in both cane coloured and white bodies, were used for 
a variety of purposes within the kiln including sealing saggar lids, propping up saggar stacks 
and other occasions where a rod or flattened rod would contribute to the integrity and 
stability of the kiln load. 
 
Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 
1 Kiln 

rod 
11 154 11 Fragments Rod U/Dec LC18th – C19th Cane coloured & white 

kiln rod fragments 
1 Kiln 

rod 
12 108 12 Fragments Rod U/Dec LC18th – C19th Squashed & flattened rod 

in a cane coloured body 
1 Kiln 

rod 
1 32 1 Fragment Rod U/Dec LC18th – C19th Double flattened rod 

1 Saggar 1 107 1 Base Saggar N/A LC18th – C19th  
1 Saggar 3 58 3 BS Saggar N/A LC18th – C19th  
 Total 28 459 28      
Table 2.  Kiln furniture (Cumberpatch 2016). 
 
7.6 The floor and wall tile 
Table 3 lists the fragments of floor and wall tile associated with the assemblage. In both 
cases they appear to be of a later date than the pottery and kiln waste and their presence 
may be entirely co-incidental. 
 
Context Type No Wt ENV Part Form Decoration Date 

range 
Notes 

1 Floor 
tile 

1 32 1 Fragment Floor 
tile 

U/Dec C20th Triangular buff floor 
tile 

1 Wall 
tile 

1 21 1 Fragment Wall 
tile 

White glazed 
tile 

C20th  

 Total 2 53 2      
Table 3. Floor and wall tile (Cumberpatch 2016). 
 
7.7 Discussion 
As none of the sherds bore a makers mark or any other identifying feature, it is impossible 
to determine either the origin of the pottery or the date range, beyond the general date 
suggested above. Repton lies between Derby, Swadlincote, Church Gresley and Burton-on-
Trent in an area that was home to a considerable number of 18th and 19th century 
potteries, the majority of which could have, or are known to have, produced Whitewares 
and Cane Coloured wares (Brown 1994, 131-143). Waste from such factories was a 
marketable commodity with uses in the road building and construction industries where it 
was used as hard core in foundations and for the 'making of ground' prior to building.  This 
may be the most likely source of the assemblage considered here and further work at the 
local level might identify the purpose for which the waste was being used.   
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8 Discussion 
8.1 The watching brief carried out during the groundworks for the erection of a garage 
revealed no archaeological features. Residual pottery from the topsoil ranging from the 18-
20th century is likely to represent redeposited manufacturing waste from local potteries 
during the 18th-20th century.  
 
 
9 Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
9.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. Archaeological Research Services Ltd will 
retain the copyright of all documentary and photographic material under the Copyright, 
Designs and Patent Act (1988). 
 
 
10 Statement of Indemnity  
10.1    All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 
undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional standards. No 
responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for any errors of fact or opinion 
resulting from data supplied by any third party, or for loss or other consequence arising 
from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such 
report(s), howsoever such facts and opinions may have been derived. 

 
11        Archive and Report Deposition 

11.1 The finds, coming from an unknown production source, do not have much potential 
to contribute to future research. An archive has not therefore been produced. A copy of the 
report will be deposited with the Derbyshire Historic Environment Record and made 
available through the Archaeological Data Service. 
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 Appendix 1 - Context Register 
 

 

Context Number Description 
(001) Black silt topsoil 
(002) Natural red clay 
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Appendix 2- Witten Scheme of Investigation 
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