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Executive Summary 
Archaeological Research Services Ltd was commissioned by Derbyshire County Council to undertake a 
watching brief on the excavation of land near Bradbourne Mill, Bradbourne, Matlock in May 2007. 
The work involved monitoring the construction of a new public footpath, cycleway and the excavation of 
two trenches for abutments that will support a new bridge that traverses the Haverhill Dale Brook. No 
archaeological features were encountered.  
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1. Introduction 
1.1 The watching brief on groundworks on land near Bradbourne Mill, Bradbourne 

was undertaken by Brian Marshall of Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS 
Ltd) for Derbyshire County Council during the construction of a new public 
footpath, cycleway and the excavation of two trenches for bridge abutments.  

 
 
2. Location, Background and Geology 
2.1 The village of Bradbourne is situated c.7km north of Ashbourne and c.11km 

south-west of Matlock (Fig. 1).  
 

 
 

Fig. 1 Location Map of the Development Site 
 
2.2 Bradbourne Mill is situated near Tissington Ford on a bend of the B5056 road 

between Ashbourne and Matlock. The development site is located at SK20174 
52259 to the east of the mill and the proposed footpath will run through the 
fields in this area (Fig. 2). Bradbourne Mill is entered in the Derbyshire Sites and 
Monuments Record (SMR 2016) as a medieval and post-medieval water-powered 
corn mill. The mill was built in the 18th century and carries the date of 1726. It is 
known as the oldest surviving water-powered corn mill in Derbyshire and is the 
only mill which has two water wheels which stand side by side in a wheel pit. 
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Furthermore, Bradbourne Mill still retains most of its original machinery, which 
will be kept and restored in-situ during the forthcoming restoration and 
development of the mill into residential homes. 

 
2.3 The Havenhill Dale Brook flows through the site and diverges into two channels, 

the Havenhill Brook and the original mill race, near Bradbourne Mill. The 
proposed footpath runs through the fields to the east of the mill and crosses the 
Havenhill Brook and subsequently the mill race from the south. At these crossing 
points, two bridges will be constructed. The watching brief will monitor the 
localised excavations of the abutments required for these bridges. 

 
2.4 Land drainage works to the east of Bradbourne Mill and c.100m east of the 

proposed crossing at Havenhill Dale Brook at a disused mill dam in Springs 
Bridge uncovered a number of well preserved oak timbers, presumably from the 
sluice gate of the dam wall. A dendrochronological study provided a felling date 
of AD 1580. However, more recently, these timbers were radiocarbon dated 
which suggested that the trees had been felled in the winter of 1836-37 and were 
therefore fairly modern in origin (Gifford 1999). 

 
2.5 The earliest documented evidence of Bradbourne is in AD1086 with an entry in 

the Domesday Book when the village was known as Bradeburne (Morris 1978). 
Bradbourne later also contained a Medieval Grange run by Dunstable Priory 
(Hart 1984, 155).  

 
 
2.6 Bradbourne lies on the border between two geological zones, the Widmerpool 

Formation (consisting of mudstone with limestone and occasional sandstone 
deposits) and Hopedale Limestones (BGS 1978).  

 
 

3. Aims of the Project 
3.1 The project was an archaeological watching brief as requested by Derbyshire 

County Council. The aim of the watching brief was to observe the excavation of 
the abutments required for the construction of two bridges crossing the 
Havenhill Dale Brook and the mill race for the proposed footpath. If any 
archaeological features were discovered, they were to be fully recorded and 
excavated. 

 
4. Method Statement 
4.1 The entire process was monitored by an archaeologist from ARS Ltd. All 

stratigraphic layers were context recorded on pro-forma sheets and a context 
register completed. A photographic register was produced for inclusion in the 
archive. Any features or structures were to be fully cleaned and recorded in 
accordance with the standards stipulated by the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
(IFA). 
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Fig. 3 Completed footpath/cycleway to the south of the stream (facing west)   
 
 
 
5. Summary of Results 
5.1 Arrival on site revealed the construction of the footpath/cycleway to be under 

way. A two metre wide channel approximately 0.2m deep had been excavated and 
filled with dolomite hardcore which terminated just 1m before the position of the 
abutment on the south bank. The stream at this point was approximately 5.2 wide 
and was fast running. The northern bank raised steeply up to a man made goit 
and above this was a grassy field. The goit was part of the water management 
system for the mill, but has not been in operation for some time and was 
overgrown with vegetation. The watching brief entailed the excavation of two 
trenches for the abutments at Havenhill Dale Brook. 
 

5.2 To facilitate the excavation of the trenches the stream was diverted away from 
the bank side, which was achieved by using large boulders and imported clay to 
construct diverting walls which narrowed the stream channel to 1.7m (Fig 4). 
Trench 1 on the northern bank was excavated to a size of 3.6m in length, 2.2m in 
width and 1.7m in depth. A layer of topsoil 0.2m in depth (context 201) was 
removed which revealed the natural clay (204). The clay was reddish-brown in 
colour with sandstone inclusions at a lower level. In the northern section of the 
trench the depth of this layer was 1.4m and overlay sandstone bedrock (205). As 
the trench sloped down to the stream bed the clay became interspersed with a 
layer of black mudstone and shale (203) with inclusions of large sandstone 
fragments 0.6m in depth which again overlay the sandstone bedrock (205) 
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Fig. 4 Construction of stream diverting walls (facing NE) 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 5 Trench 1 facing east 
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5.3 Trench 2 (Fig.6) on the southern side of the stream was excavated to a 

size of 4m in length, 2.2m in width and1.5m in depth (Fig. 4). Topsoil in 
this trench varied from0.2m to 0.4m in depth and overlay a deposit of 
black mudstone and shale. This layer was 0.7m in depth and had 
inclusions of small to medium sandstone and overlay a deposit of clay 
(204) which was red and black coloured with pockets of yellow clay 
present in the NW corner.   

 

 
Fig. 6 Trench 2 (facing east) 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 7 Trench 2 (facing east) 
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Fig: 8. Post excavation photograph of the trenches (facing north-east) 
 
 

 
 
 
6. Conclusions 
6.1 During the course of the archaeological watching brief no significant 

achaeological remains were encountered.  
 
7 Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
7.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. 
 
7.2       Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary 

and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988). 
  
8. Statement of Indemnity 
8.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for 
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or 
for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 
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Cat. 
No. 

Description  Facing Date Scale   

1 Constructing the stream diverting banks  24/5/07  
2 Line of the footpath/cycleway W   
3 Boulders used for diverting banks     
4 Trench 1 excavated N   
5 Stream bank section of trench 2 N   
6 Trench 2 excavated E   
7  Trench 2 completed  E  1 & 2 m 
8 Trench 2 completed  E  1&  2 m 
9  Digger working in trench 1 S   
10 Trench 1 completed  S  1 & 2 m 
11 Trench 1 stream bank section S  2m 
12 Trench 1 cay wall section N   
13 Trench 1 cay wall section N   
14  Filling with concrete S   
15 Trench 2 half filled with concrete W   
16 Completed trenches NE   
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